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The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 


ITS  AIMS. 

The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  exists  for  the  purpose 
of  advocating  the  principles  of  co-operation  amongst  agriculturists, 
and  of  giving  advice  and  assistance  in  the  formation  and  organisation 
of  properly  registered  Co-operative  Agricultural  Societies  in  suit- 
able districts  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  does  no  trade  and 
makes  no  profit. 

It  is  supported  mainly  by  voluntary  contributions,  but  receives 
a  grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  aid  of  its  work  in  the 
promotion  of  co-operation  in  connection  with  the  cultivation  of 
small  holdings  and  allotments. 

Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  formed  in  different  localities 
are  entirely  self-supporting  and  self-governed. 

These  Societies  become  affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organisa- 
tion Society  by  the  payment  of  a  small  subscription  which  entitles 
them  to  many  benefits.  The  Societies  have  the  whole  of  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  central  society  at  their  disposal  ; 
they  are  advised  in  matters  of  policy  and  are  helped  with  their 
books  and  assisted  in  negotiations  with  Government  Departments, 
Railway  Companies,  etc.  In  addition,  the  affiliated  societies  all 
over  the  country  are  brought  into  contact  with  one  another. 

The  Principal  Objects  of  these  Local  Societies  are: — 

(1)  To  purchase  for  their  members. 

(a)  Manures,  Seeds,  Feeding  Stuffs,  Implements,  etc.,  on 
Wholesale  terms  from  the  Manufacturers,  Importers,  or  Whole- 
sale Merchants,  and  a  small  profit  being  charged  to  cover  manage- 
ment expenses. 

(b)  To  attempt  to  secure  the  purity  of  Feeding  Stuffs,  Seeds  and 
Manures,  the  guarantees  for  which  are  often  misleading  or  in- 
sufficient for  the  information  of  the  purchaser.  Co-operative 
Societies  are  better  able  to  protect  their  members  in  their  pur- 
chases, for  even  when  the  proper  guarantees  are  given,  farmers, 
as  individuals,  rarely  have  analyses  made. 
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(2)  To  secure  the  best  Market  for  the  sale  of  produce. 

(a)  By  org-anising-  the  Milk  supply  on  a  co-operative  basis,  so 
that  some  of  the  profits  may  be  secured  for  the  farmers. 

'{b)  By  establishing  co-operative  Butter  and  Cheese  factories  in 
suitable  districts. 

(c)  By  establishing  co-operative  Egg  and  Poultry  Depots  for 
sorting,  grading  and  packing. 

(d)  By  grading  and  packing  fruit,  in  order  to  place  it  on  the 
market  in  a  fresh  and  attractive  condition. 

(e)  By  organising  co-operative  Markets,  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
disposal,  and  to  break  down  the  rings  formed  against  the  producer. 

{/)  To  reduce  the  cost  of  transport,  by  bulking  consignments 
and  by  arranging  terms  with  railway  companies  and  carriers. 

(3)  To  open  up  remote  districts  by  Motor  Traction. 

In  a  district  where  the  railway  facilities  were  inadequate,  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  induced  the  nearest  railway 
company  to  run  a  Motor  Goods  Service  between  one  of  its 
Stations  and  the  depots  of  a  Co-operative  Society  formed  in  the 
outlying  district,  the  local  Society  acting  as  agent  for  the  traffic  at 
its  end  of  the  route. 

(i)  To  hire  or  buy  Pedigree  Stallions,  Bulls,  etc.,  for  the  use 
of  their  members  at  reasonable  fees. 

(5)  To  arrange  for  all  kinds  of  Agricultural  Insurance  (see 

page  70). 

The  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society, 
Ltd.,  has  been  formed  to  enable  members  of  agricultural  co-opera- 
tive societies  to  secure  the  profits  on  their  own  insurance. 

(6)  To  acquire  land  and  sub-let  it  to  members  in  small  holdings 

or  aUotments. 

Under  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1908,  local 
authorities  are  empowered  to  let  land  to  associations  "  so  consti- 
tuted that  the  division  of  profits  amongst  the  members  is  prohibited 
or  restricted."  Many  societies  have  been  formed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  provision. 

(7)  To  establish  Agricultural  Credit  Societies  (see  page  68). 
The  need  of  cheap  credit  for  the  productive  purposes  of  farmers, 

small  cultivators,  allotment  holders,  and  the  labouring  classes 
generally,  is  very  great.  Large  farmers  as  a  rule  can  obtain 
monetary  advances,  whereas  smaller  ones  are  often  unable  to  do  so. 
The  object  of  Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit  Societies  (which 
are  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies'  Act)  is  to  help  the 
smaller  agriculturists  to  obtain,  by  combination,  the  advantage  of 
easy  credit. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Agricultural  Organisation  Society 

LIMITED, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1910. 


'T'HE  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  AgricuUural  Organis- 
ation  Society  have  pleasure  in  presenting-  their  Report  of  the 
work  of  the  Society  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1910. 

I.    PROGRESS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 
(1)  Statistics  of  Affiliated  Societies. 

The  A.O.S.  was  estabHshed  in  April,  1901,  and  the  number 
of  societies  created  in  each  year  is  shown  in  the  following-  com- 
parative statement : — 

I90I    1902    1903    1904    1905    1906    1907    1908    1909  I9I0 
13       18       33       33       31       25       35       126      54  88 

The  actual  number  of  societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  on  the 
31st  December,  19 10,  was  396,  and  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 
Number  of  societies  formed  by,  or  affiliated  to,  the  A.O.S.  on 

December  31st,  1909      ...        ...        .-•        ...        ...  321 

Societies  established  or  becoming  affiliated  in  1910,..  88 
Societies  ceasing  to  exist  in  1910        ...        ...  10 

Societies  no  longer  affiliated     ...        ...        ...  3 

Net  increase  in  the  number  of  societies  in  1910  ...  75 


Total  number  of  societies  formed  by,  or  affiliated  to,  the 

A.O.S.  on  December  31st,  1910          ...        ,,.        ...  396 

Of  the  societies  ceasing  to  exist,  two  were  amalgamated  with 
a  larger  neighbouring  society,  three  were  small  holdings  societies 
that  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  land,  and  five  were  societies 
which  did  not  secure  adequate  support.  With  regard  to  the 
societies  no  longer  affiliated,  these  refer  to  the  Agricultural  Co- 
operative Federation,  Ltd.,  the  Farnham,  Alton  &  District  Farmers 


and  Hop  Growers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.,  and  the  Tarff 
Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  The  latter  society 
being-  in  Scotland,  has  become  affiliated  to  the  Scottish  A.O.S. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  new 
societies  formed  in  33  counties  in  1910. 


T.  t 

^?  c 
.5  S 

■0-5-. 


Bedfordshire     ...  —  —  i  —  1  —  2 

Berkshire          ...  —  —  2  —  2  —  2 

Buckinghamshire  —  —  i  —  1  —  2 

Cambridgeshire...  —  —  3  —  i  —  4 

Cheshire...    ^  ...  —  —  i  —  —  —  i 

Cornwall...        ...  i          i  —  —  —  —  2 

Derbyshire        ...  —  —  —  —  i  —  i 

Devonshire       ...  i  —  —  —  —  —  i 

Essex     ......  I  —  I  —  —  —  2 

Gloucestershire...  i  _  _  —  2  —  3 

Hampshire       ...  2  —  2  —  i  —  5 

Herefordshire    ...  —  —  2  —  i  — 


Kent       ...  ...  I  —  3  2  I  —  7 

Lancashire  ....  —  —  i  —  —  —  i 

Leicestershire  —  —  —  i  —  i  2 

London  ...  ...  i  —  i  —  —  —  2 

Middlesex  ...  —  —  i  —  —  —  i 

Monmouthshire...  —  —  —  —  i  —  i 

Norfolk  ...  ...  I  —  —  I  —  —  2 

Nottinghamshire  —  —  i  i  —  —  2 

Oxfordshire  ...  —  —  —  2  i  —  3 

Shropshire  ...  i  — ■  —  —  2  —  3 

Somersetshire  ...  2  —  2  —  2  —  6 

Staffordshire  ...  —  3  —  —  —  —  3 

Surrey    ...  ...  —  —  2  i  i  —  4 

Sussex    ...  ...  I  —  —  —  2  —  3 


Warwickshire  ...         —         i  4        —         i        —  6 


Wiltshire  ...  —  i  i  —        i  — 

Worcestershire...  i  —  1  i  —  — 

Yorkshire         ...  i  i          i  —  —  — 
Wales. 

Flintshire         ...  1  —  —  —  —  —  i 

Glamorganshire  2  —  —  i  —  —  3 

Pembrokeshire  ...  i  —  —  —  —  —  i 


19        7        30       10       2.1         I  88 
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The  description  of  the  societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  on  the 
31st  December,  1910,  is  as  follows: — 

Societies  for  the  Supply  of  Requirements  and  Sale  of  Produce  145 


Dairy,  Bottled  Milk,  and  Cheesemaking-  Societies  ...  ...  19 

Small  J-Iolding-s  and  Allotment  Societies         ...  ...  ...  161 

Ag-ricultural  Credit  Societies      ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  39 

Eg-g- and  Poultry  Societies          ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  20 

Auction  Markets     ..        ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Societies    ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  •••  6 

Central  Co-operative  Agricultural  Bank,  Ltd   ...  ...  i 

Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  Ltd.  ...  ...  i 


.Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd.  i 

The  Miscellaneous  Societies  include — Co-operative  Farming, 
Rural  Industries,  Co-operative  Milling,  and  Cattle  Improvement 
Societies. 

The  total  membership  of  the  societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 
increased  from  19,500  on  December  31st,  1909,  to  about  24,000  on 
December  31st,  1910,  while  the  estimated  aggregate  turnover  in- 
creased from  _;^86o,ooo  in  1909,  to  ;^i,ioo,ooo  in  1910. 

(2)  Financial  Position. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  financial  position  of  the 
A.O.S.  in  1910,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Receipts. 

1 909. 

ic 

)IO. 

Subscriptions... 

1,084 

18 

6 

...  1,368' 

8 

0 

Donations 

215 

18 

...  364 

10 

Guarantee  Fund  called  up  ... 

201 

6 

0 

(terminated 

in  I 

909) 

Grant  from  Board  of  Agri- 

culture ... 

968 

8 

9 

...  1,441 

7 

6 

Donation     from     Board  of 

Agriculture 

500 

0 

0 

Affiliation  Fees 

104 

16 

4 

...  116 

17 

9 

Other  Receipts 

119 

9 

10 

6 

7 

EXPENDITL'RE. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d.  . 

Salaries  and  Wages... 

1,978 

9 

10 

...  2,070 

15 

8: 

Printing  and  Stationery 

201 

2 

248 

1 1 

lO  ; 

Rent    ...                           ,  . ... 

175 

0 

0 

175 

0 

Q"j 

Organising  Expenses 

513 

19 

3 

...  785 

8 

I 

Grant  to  Journal       ...  ... 

50 

0 

0 

75 

19 

8 

Postage 

93 

6 

I 

123 

17 

5 

Housekeeper,  etc.     ...     ,  ... 

50 

12 

4 

50 

16 

3 

Other  Expenses 

121 

2 

8 

144 

9 

0 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1910  we  received  our  grant  from  the 
Board  ot  Agriculture  on  the  basis  of  income  from  Subscriptions 
and  Donations  received  in  1908  which  amounted  to  ;£l,29I  5s.  id. 
the  quarter's  instalment  on  this  amount  being  ;^322  i6s.  3d.  In 
the  remaining  three-quarters  of  the  year,  thanks  to  the  generosity 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  we  were  allowed  to 
.include  in  our  income  qualifying  for  a  grant,  the  sum  (;^2oi  6s.) 
received  from  the  Guarantee  Fund  in  1909,  which  amount, 
together  with  the  sums  received  in  subscriptions  and  donations 
(^'1,290  2s.  yd.)  gives  the  total  of  ^1,491  8s.  yd.  The  quarterly 
instalrnent  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  on  this  amount  being 

i£372  17s.  Id.  _  . 

 ,  As  was  anticipated  in  our  1909  Report,  we  had  a  considerable 

.deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  result  is  due  to  several  causes, 
the  principal  being  (a)  the  extinction  of  the  Guarantee  Fund  ;  (d) 
a  great  increase  in  the  demand  on  our  services  with  extra  expendi-. 
ture  on  organising  expenses,  printing,  postage,  etc.,  etc.,  and  were 
it  not  for  the  splendid  services  rendered  to  the  Society  by  Lord 
Lucas,  Lord  Radnor  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  in  raising  upwards  of 
;^403  on  behalf  of  the  Southern  Section  (see  page  32)  the  deficit 


would  have  been  much  larger. 


The  following  statistics  will  give  members  some  idea  of  the 
steady  growth  of  the  work. 

Year  No  of  Societies      No.  of  Letters,      Donations  and  Subscriptions 

etc.,  despatched  Received 


I90I 

25 

1902 

41 

1903 

.  72 

1904 

..     .  98 

1905 

123 

1906 

137 

1907 

••  .163 

1908 

..  281 

1909 

••  321 

I9I0 

401 

£ 

2,526 

...  293 

4,260 

..  ,  62 

...  669 

5,952 

..  969 

724 

10,340 

483 

...  985 

11,267 

131 

...  1,256 

16,765 

60 

...  1,378 

18,360 

97 

...  1,131 

19,180 

77 

...  1,222 

19,706 

215 

. ..  1,084 

23,339 

••     364  • 

■  •  1,368 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  of  interest  to  contrast  the  number 
of  members  on  the  staff  of  the  Society  at  the  end  of  1901  and 
in  1910.  In  the- former  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Secretary, 
and  a  lady  typist ;  in  the  latter  year  of  the  Secretary,  two  clerks, 
three  lady  typists,  six  organisers,  and  an  office  boy. 

There  is  a  rapidly  growing  interest  in  Agricultural  Co-opera- 
tion throughout  the  civilised  world,  and  during  the  year  the 
Society  has  been  in  frequent  correspondence  with  individuals 
aiad  associations  in  almost  every  part  of  it.  This  interest  was 
strikingly  exemplified  by  the  visit  of  the  Japanese  Deputation 
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introduced  to  the  Society  in  September  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  The  deputation  consisted  of  Messrs.  H.  Hara, 
of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Tokyo  University,  Yoridyasu 
Arima,  a  graduate  of  the  same  university,  and  N.  Yamazaki, 
Commissioner  of  the  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce.  Visits  were  arranged  by  the  Society  for  the  deputation, 
to  the  Eastern  Counties  Farmers' Co-operative  Society,  Ipswich  ; 
the  Pershore  Co-operative  Fruit  Market  ;  the  Hedge  End  Agricul- 
tural Credit  Society  (Hants)  ;  the  Kingsthorpe  and  District  Small 
Holdings  Society  (Northampton),  and  a  very  cordial  welcome  and 
generous  hospitality  were  extended  to  the  deputation  on  each 
occasion. 

Visitors  from  Russia,  Germany,  France,  Greece,  New  Zealand, 
Canada,  United  States  of  America,  India,  Poland  and  Denmark, 
have  also  called  at  the  offices  to  get  information  about  our  work. 
.  The  foregoing  particulars  convey  no  idea  of  the  very  varied 
and  inte-esting  nature  of  the  activities  carried  on  in  the  Movement. 
We  doubt  if  many  countries,  with  similar  movements,  in  the  first 
ten  years  of  their  history  could  show  as  comprehensive  a 
record  as  our  own. 

(3)   The  Development  and  Road  Improvement 
Funds  Act,  1909. 

Clauses  i  and  2  of  the  Act  are  as  follows  : — ^ 

I.— "The  Treasury,  may,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Development  Commissioners  appointed  under  this  Act,  make 
advances  to  a  Government  department,  or  through  a  Government 
department  to  a  public  authority,  university,  college  school,  or 
institution,  or  an  association  of  persons  or  company  not  trading 
for  profit,  either  by  way  of  grant  or  by  way  of  loan,  or  partly  in 
one  way  and  partly  in  the  other,  and  upon  such  terms  and  subject 
to  such  conditions  as  they  may  think  fit,  for  any  of  the  following 
purposes : — 

(a)  Aiding  and  developing  agriculture  and  rural  industries  by 
promoting  scientific  research,  instruction  and  experiments 
in  the  science,  methods  and  practice  of  agriculture  (in- 
cluding the  provision  of  farm  institutes),  the  organisation 
of  co-operation,  instruction  in  marketing  produce,  and 
the  extension  of  the  provision  of  small  holdings  ;  and  by 
the  adoption  of  any  other  means  which  appear  calculated 
to  develop  agriculture  and  rural  industries  ; 

{b)  Forestry  (including  (i)  the  conducting  of  inq'uiries,  ex- 
periments, and  research  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
forestry  and  the  teaching  of  methods  of  afforestation  ; 
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(2)  the  purchase  and  planting  of  land  found  after  inquiry 
to  be  suitable  for  aflforestation)  ; 

(c)  The  reclamation  and  drainage  of  land  ; 

(d)  The  general  improvement  of   rural  transport  (including 

the  making  of  light  railways  but  not  including  the  con- 
struction or  improvement  of  roads)  ; 

{e)  The  construction  and  improvement  of  harbours  ; 

(/)  The  construction  and  improvement  of  inland  navigations  ; 

ig)  The  development  and  improvement  of  fisheries  ; 
and  for  any  other  purpose  calculated  to  promote  the  economic 
development  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

(2)  All  applications  for  advances  under  this  Part  of  this  Act 
shall  be  made  to  the  Treasury  in  accordance  with  regulations 
made  by  the  Treasury." 

As  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  is  ''an  Association 
of  persons  not  trading  for  profit,"  the  Committee  made  an  appli- 
cation to  His  Majesty's  Treasury  for  a  grant  in  aid  of  its  work. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolution  forwarded  to  the  Treasury 
in  December  last  : — 

"That  the  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  be  instructed 
to  make  application  to  His  Majesty's  Treasury  for  a 
grant  under  Part  I.  of  the  Development  and  Road  Im- 
provement Act,  1909,  in  order  to  enable  the  Society  " — an 
association  of  persons  not  trading  for  a  profit — "to  extend 
and  improve  its  efforts  towards  aiding  and  developing 
agriculture  and  rural  industries  in  England  and  Wales  by 
the  organisation  of  co-operation,  as  provided  in  Section 
I  (i)  (a)  of  the  said  Act.  And  that  a  memorandum  be 
drawn  up  by  the  Committee  to  accompany  the  application, 
setting  out  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  organisation  of 
co-operation  is  necessary  to  aid  and  develop  agriculture 
and  rural  industries,  and  indicating,  as  far  as  is  possible, 
the  way  in  which  such  a  grant  would  be  administered  and 
utilized." 

(4)   Relations  with  County,  Urban  and  Parish 

Councils. 

During  the  past  year  the  services  of  the  A.O.S.  have  been 
utilised  more  and  more  by  Education  Committees,  Small  Holding 
Committees  of  various  County  Councils,  and  in  some  instances 
by  County  Councils  themselves. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  decided 
to  send  to  the  A.O.S.  a  weekly  list  of  the  approved  schemes  for 
small  holdings  in  the  various  counties,  and  suggested  that  we 
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should  g-et  in  touch  with  the  various  county  land  agents  or  stewards 
with  a  view  to  obtaining-  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  small 
holders  who  were  taking  up  land  in  the  various  districts  in  the 
country.  A  communication,  therefore,  was  sent  to  each  county 
land  agent. 

The  communication  ran  as  follows: — ''You  are  doubtless 
aware  that  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  receives  a 
grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  out  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Account,  in  aid  of  its  work  in  the  promotion  of  co-operation  in 
connection  with  the  cultivation  of  small  holdings  and  allotments. 

"  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  the  Small  Holding-s  Com- 
missioners that  I  should  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to  furnish  us 
with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  small  holders  and  allotment 
holders  for  whom  land  has  been  provided  by  your  Council,  setting* 
them  out  in  groups  according*  to  the  position  of  the  land  held. 
This  would  enable  us  to  make  an  effort  to  form  co-operative 
societies  for  the  supply  of  requirements  or  sale  of  produce  where 
the  groups  were  large  enough,  or  to  put  isolated  small  holders  in 
touch  with  the  nearest  co-operative  society  of  the  kind  mentioned. 

'*  I  may  remind  you  that  the  Commissioners  strongly  recom- 
mend that  the  statutory  small  holders  should  be  encouraged,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  adopt  co-operative  methods.  In  their  recently  issued 
report  they  say  : — '  It  is  not  enough  to  place  men  on  the  land.  The 
whole  machinery  of  co-operative  organisation,  coupled  with 
increased  facilities  for  agricultural  education,  must  be  built  up  in 
order  that  the  small  holders  may  be  able  to  make  the  best  of  their 
land,  and  to  dispose  of  their  produce  at  remunerative  prices." 

"  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  give  me  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  small  holders  already  placed  on  the  land,  and  will 
keep  me  informed  from  time  to  time  of  any  other  for  whom  land 
may  be  provided." 

In  reply  to  this  letter,  the  names  and  addresses  of  a  large 
number  of  small  holders  were  received  and  thereupon  we  wrote 
to  the  respective  small  holders  enclosing- copies  of  our  publications, 
and  offerings  to  send  an  organiser  to  visit  their  district  or  to  address 
any  meetings  that  they  might  arrange  to  consider  the  question. 

A  number  of  answers  were  received  expressing  desire  for  a  visit 
to  be  arranged,  and  as  a  direct  result,  several  societies  were 
formed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

By  this  means  the  A.O.S.  was  enabled  to  get  into  close  touch 
with  the  statutory  small  holders  within  a  much  shorter  space  of 
time,  than  might  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  A  great  deal  of 
the  work,  however,  must  be  considered  to  be  "  seed-sowing"  and 
immediate  results  cannot  be  hoped  for,  but  sufficient  interest  has 
been  shown  by  the  small  holders  themselves,  as  a  result  of  this 
particular  propaganda,  to  justify  its  repetition  as  soon  as  we  are  in 
a  position  to  command  the  services  of  a  much  larger  staff. 


We  have  been  in  direct  touch  with  the  following-  C:  jncils  during 
the  year  : — Anglesey,  Bedfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Cambridge, 
Carmarthen,  Carnarvon,  Cheshire,  Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset, 
Essex,  Glamorg-an,  Hants,  Hereford,  Hertford,  Huntingdon, 
Lancashire,  Leicester,  Monmouth,  Montgomery,  Norfolk,  North- 
umberland, Nottingham,  Oxford,  Pembroke,  Somerset,  Stafford, 
Suffolk  (East),  Sussex  (West),  Warwick,  Westmoreland,  Wilts, 
Worcester,  York  (East  Riding),  York  (North  Riding),  York  (West 
Riding),  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Wiltshire  County 
Council  made  arrangements  with  the  A.O.S.  for  an  Organiser  to 
deliver  twenty  lectures  in  various  villages  in  the  county,  commenc- 
ing on  January  3Tst  and  concluding  on  February  24th.  From  a 
list  submitted  to  the  County  Council,  the  following  lectures  were 
selected  : — 

Lecture  No  i. 

The  Organisation  of  Agriculture,  what  it  means,  its  necessity 
as  shown  by  the  difficulties  of  the  British  farmer  and  small  holder, 
its  benefits  as  shown  by  its  results  in  Denmark,  Ireland,  and  other 
countries  and  also  in  those  places  where  it  has  been  working  in 
England.  Facts  and  figures  as  to  Farmers'  and  Small  Holders' 
Societies. 

Lecture  No  2. 

How  properly  organised  societies  help  the  farmer  and  small 
holder  in  obtaining  their  requirements.  Societies  which,  by  bulking 
orders,  obtain  concessions  in  price,  and  by  disseminating  correct 
information  on  qualities,  prices  and  markets,  help  iheir  members 
in  their  purchases. 

Lecture  No  3. 

How  societies  help  their  members  in  selling  their  produce  : — 
{a)  By  obtaining  information  as  to  the  best  markets. 
{b)  By  bulking  and  grading  the  products  so  as  to  obtain 
regular  markets  at  best  prices. 

(c)  By  controlling  the  supply  so  as  to  avoid  gluts. 

(d)  By   establishing    factories    for    butter,    cheese,  bacon- 
curing,  etc. 

Lecture  No  4. 

How  Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  are  formed  and 
worked.   Agricultural  Credit  Societies  and  how  they  are  organised. 

During  the  month  of  January,  a  series  of  fifteen  lectures  was 
arranged  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Education  Committee, 
nine  being  given  by  Mr.  P.  F.  Fletcher,  and  six  by  ISIr.  Walter 
Williams,  both  members  of  our  organising  staff.  The  titles  of  the 
lectures  were  either  "  The  Organisation  of  the  Milk  Supply"  or 
"  Farmers'  Co-operative  Trading  Societies,"  according  to  the 
needs  of  the   district  in  which  the  meetings  were  held.    As  a 
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direct  result  of  the  first  of  this  series,  a  strong-  co-operative 
trading'  society  has  been  formed  with  headquarters  at  Preston. 
Tliis  has  been  brought  about  by  the  transference  there  under  a 
changed  name  of  the  Brock  Agricultural  Co-operative  Trading 
Society,  which  liad  been  in  existence  several  years,  to  Preston.  In 
the  same  month,  Mr.  Fletcher  addressed  a  meeting-  of  farmers  at 
Kendal  at  the  request  of  the  Westmoreland  County  Education 
Committee. 

The  Berkshire  County  Council  also  invoked  the  assistance  of 
the  A.O.S.,  and  a  lecture  on  "Agricultural  Co-operation"  was 
given  on  behalf  of  the  A.O.S.  in  February  at  Newbury,  by 
Mr.  Clement  Smith,  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Farmers  Co-operative 
Association,  Ipswich. 

Towards  the  autumn  the  Cambridge,  Surrey,  Montg-omery, 
Hunting-don,  and  Monmouth  County  Councils  engaged  our  ser- 
vices for  a  series  of  lectures,  and  the  following-  syllabus  was 
submitted  and  approved  by  these  bodies,  and  lectures  were  de- 
livered in  several  districts. 

I.    History  of  Co-operation. 

Co-operation — Its  Meaning — Natural  and  Inevitable — Early 
Attempts — The  Agricultural  Organisation  Movement  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland — Their  Progress — Societies  for  Purchase  of  Require- 
ments— Sale  of  Produce — Organisation  of  the  Milk  Supply — 
Co-operative  Land  Holding — Co-operative  Insurance — Co-operative 
Credit  Banking — Relations  with  Industrial  Co-operation. 

2.    Co-operative  Developments  in  Denmark. 

{(i)  Ejenmark  and  Agricultural  Co-operation. 

[b)  How  it  recovered  from  agricultural  depression — Co- 
operative Creameries — Bacon  Factories — Egg  Depots — Insurance 
Societies — Some  Figures — The  Lesson  for  England. 

3.    Co-operative  Markets  and  Marketing- 
How    properly    organised   societies  assist  the  farmer,  fruit 
grower,    market   gardener,  and  small    holder   in    dealing  with 
markets  : — 

(1)  Societies  dealing  with  corn. 

(2)  Societies  dealing  with  fruit  and  vegetables. 

(3)  Societies  dealing  with  meat. 

(4)  Societies  at  work  in  the  actual  markets. 

(5)  Societies  obtaining  information  as  to  the  reliability  of 

salesmen  in  the  markets, 

(6)  Co-operation   between   country  and  town  in  marketing 

produce. 
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4-    Co-operation  in  Agriculture. 

(a)  Purchase  of  Requirements — Hovv^  properly  org-anised 
societies  help  the  farmer  and  small  holder  in  obtaining  his  require- 
ments. 

(1)  Societies  which,  by  bulking-  orders,  obtain  concessions  in 

price,  and  by  disseminating  correct  information  on 
qualities,  prices,  markets,  help  their  members  to  buy. 

(2)  Societies  which  assist  the  members  in  obtaining  land. 

(3)  Societies  which,  by  bulking  orders,  secure  cheaper  railway 

rates. 

(b)  Sale  of  Produce  :  How  properly  organised  societies  help 
their  members  in  selling  their  produce. 

(1)  By  obtaining  information  as  to  the  best  markets. 

(2)  By  packing  and  grading-  produce  so  as  to  obtain  regular 

orders  and  regular  markets  at  best  prices. 

(3)  By  obtaining  reliable  information  as  to  the  character  ot 

salesmen  in  their  markets. 

(4)  By  regulating  the  distribution  so  as  to  avoid  gluts. 

(5)  By  establishing  factories  for  the  making  of  cheese  and 

bacon,  etc. 

(6)  By  bulking^  consignments  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  the 

many  special  railway  rates. 

5.    Credit  Banks  in  Germany  and  Hungary. 

Germany — Raifteisen  and  his  Banks — Their  Object  and  Pro- 
gress— What  they  have  accomplished — The  Lesson  for  England. 

6.    Agricultural  Credit. 

The  Problem — Is  credit  needed  ? — Where  Joint  Stock  Banks 
have  failed  to  meet  the  needs — Two  kinds  of  Banks  are  needed  : 
(a)  for  small  holders,  (b)  for  larger  farmers — What  has  been  done 
in  England  ? — Do  Raififeisen  Banks  suit  English  conditions  ? — 
Their  success  in  Germany  and  Ireland— How  the  State  can  help. 

Some  Particulars  of  the  Cambridge  Series. 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  E.  O.  P'ordham,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Small  Holding-s  Committee  of  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council, 
and  Mr.  H.  Ballantyne,  the  County  Land  Steward,  twenty-one 
meetings  were  arranged  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  and  the 
following-  are  extracts  from  the  official  report,  presented  by  Mr. 
Press,  the  org-aniser  responsible  for  these  meetings,  which  was 
printed  and  published  by  the  County  Council  : — 

(a)  ''  This  is  a  district  I  found  badly  needed  Organisation, 
particularly  from  the  point  of  view  of  cartage.  I  found  that  the 
small  men  pay  2d.  to  3d.  per  package  for  this  work,  which  in  some 
cases  works  out  at  24s.  and  25s.  per  ton  for  carting  goods  to  their 
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despatching-  station,   which  is  only  two-and-a-half   miles  away 
Here  co-operation  for  the  purchase  of  a  motor  lorry  or  other 
conveyance  would  be  a  means  of  helping-  the  small  holders. 

(b)  "  On  the  whole,  the  meetings  have  been  exceptionally  well 
attended,  the  average  attendance  working  out  to  50*11. 
Cambridgeshire  Small  Holders  need  co-operation  because  of  their- 
distance  from  markets.  A  central  organisation,  with  headquarters 
in  Cambridge,  controlling  the  distribution^  acting"  as  a  bureau  of 
information,  undertaking  all  manner  of  enquiries,  and  making- 
suggestions  to  the  small  holders  would  save  endless  worry  and 
expense,  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  avoid  without  com- 
bined action. 

(c)  "  The  meetings  have  been  successful  from  many  points  of 
view,  and  providing  early  arrangements  are  made  to  look  after  the 
Committees  that  have  been  formed  as  the  result  of  the  lectures, 
beneficial  results  are  bound  to  follow.  It  is  useless  to  g-et  Com- 
mittees formed,  and  then  to  leave  the  members  without  further 
attention.  They  will  require  instruction  and  leading,  and  it  is  the 
following-up  work  that  will  show  the  lasting  benefit  if  properly 
and  quickly  attended  to. 

(d)  "I  have  in  conclusion,  to  record  that  the  organising  of  the 
meetings  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  your 
Land  Steward  has  personally  accompanied  me  to  some  of  the  hold- 
ings in  the  districts  I  have  visited,  and  there  introduced  me  to  the 
men,  thus  effecting  a  great  saving  of  my  time,  enabling  me  to  do  far 
more  work  in  the  time  at  my  disposal  ;  he  was  present  also  at  the 
majority  of  my  meetings  which  was  of  considerable  help  to  me  in 
many  directions." 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the  suggestions  made  in 
extract  (c)  have  been  adopted  by  the  County  Council,  and  as  a 
result  some  societies  are  already  at  work  in  the  districts  visited. 

Some  Particulars  of  Lectures  in  other  Counties. 

In  November  the  Surrey  County  Council  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  series  of  seven  lectures  which  were  given  at  Limps- 
field  and  Merle  Common,  four  of  the  lectures  being-  g-iven  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  A.O.S.,  and  three  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Press.  A 
society  has  been  registered  which  will  be  known  as  The  Staffhurst 
Wood  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

The  Montgomery  County  Council  arranged  for  seven  lectures 
to  be  given  in  November  by  Mr.  Walter  Williams,  the  A.O.S. 
Organiser  for  Wales.  Mr.  Williams  reported  that  the  attendances 
at  these  meetings  varied  from  fourteen  to  forty-two,  the  lowest 
being  at  Llanfair  and  the  highest  at  Llanwyddelen,  and  that  what 
struck  him  most  forcibly  during  the  campaign  was  the  general  com- 
plaint as  to  the  difficulty  in  keeping  the  farmers  together  by  means 
of  ordinary  clubs.    He  was  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  if  they 
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took  Up  co-operation  to  improve  the  business  side  of  their  calHng, 
it  would  be  the  means  of  overcoming-  this  difficulty. 

The  Monmouth  County  Council  arranged  through  their  County 
Land  Agent  for  two  lectures,  which  were  taken  by  Mr.  Walter 
Williams,  and  this  council  has  under  consideration  the  arrange- 
ments for  a  further  series. 

During  December  other  County  Councils,  including  the 
Huntingdon  and  Wilts,  made  plans  for  lectures  to  be  delivered 
during  191 1. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  appreciation  of  the  assistance  ren- 
dered by  the  A.O.S.  has  been  expressed  by  more  than  one  Small 
Holding  and  Allotment  Committee  in  the  country,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  some  of  the  small  holding  and  allotment  societies 
are  conducting  their  business,  and  attention  has  been  again  drawn 
to  the  value  of  Agricultural  Co-operation  to  small  holders,  by  the 
Small  Holding  Commissioners,  in  their  Report  for  1910,  from  which 
the  following  extract  has  been  taken: — 

"The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  only  strengthened  the 
conviction  to  which  we  gave  expression  in  our  last  Report,  '  that 
the  economic  success  of  the  Small  Holding  Movement  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  improved  methods  of  education,  more 
especially  in  the  practical  application  of  the  results  of  scientific 
research  and  upon  these  our  small  holders  principally  need  expert 
advice  in  two  directions;  first,  in  the  selection  of  the  crops  to  grow 
and  how  best  to  grow  them  ;  second,  in  the  method  of  marketing 
their  produce  and  stock  to  the  best  advantage.'  " 

We  are  in  full  agreement  with  these  views,  and  in  respect 
of  the  last  sentence  feel  convinced  that  unless  Co-operation  is 
adopted  by  Small  Holders  both  in  the  marketing  of  their  produce 
and  stock  and  in  the  purchasing  of  their  varied  requirements  they 
will  be  faced  with  difficulties  which  will  be  found  to  be  insur- 
mountable. 

We  have  pleasure  in  ^-eporting  that  the  Urban  and  Parish 
Councils  are  becoming  interested  in  Agricultural  Co-operation. 
The  Nantwich  (Cheshire)  Urban  Council  are  assisting  in  organising 
a  Co-operative  Auction  Market  on  similar  lines  to  the  Pershore 
Market,  and  several  Parish  Councils  have  enlisted  our  services  in 
respect  of  Small  Holdings  and  Allotment  Associations. 

The  seventy-four  lectures  mentioned  above,  and  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  the  A.O.S.  for,  and  in  conjunction  with,  the 
various  Councils,  go  to  show  that  we  are  gradually  becoming 
recognised  as  the  expert  authoriy  in  all  matters  relating  to 
Agricultural  Co-operation 
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II.— DEVOLUTION  OF  THE  A.O.S. 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Move- 
ment, a  change  has  become  necessary  in  the  methods  of  carrying 
on  the  propagandist  work  of  the  Society,  in  order  to  make  it  more 
economical,  effective,  and  representative.  Experience  has  shown 
in  what  districts  co-operation  is  proving  a  substantial  benefit  to  the 
agriculturist.  If  the  Movement  in  these  districts  is  strengthened 
and  consolidated,  and  efforts  are  made  to  extend  it,  much 
more  rapid  progress  will  be  made.  Increased  membership 
and  turnover  in  the  societies,  and  more  united  action  are 
required  ;  these  can  be  secured  most  rapidly  and  economically, 
by  working  outwards  from  specially  suitable  districts,  and  as  the 
movement  becomes  stronger,  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by 
members  of  established  societies  will  form  object  lessons  which 
will  render  the  work  of  organisation  more  simple  and  effective.  A 
scheme  of  decentralisation,  has  been  therefore  decided  upon  by  the 
Committee. 

This  scheme  outlines  the  formation  of  Sections  of  the  parent 
Society,  through  which  the  local  work  of  agricultural  organisation 
will  be  conducted.  It  is  not  suggested  that  any  attempt  should 
be  made  to  establish  such  Sections  all  over  the  country  simul- 
taneously, but  that  they  should  be  formed  in  districts  where  a 
desire  for  a  propagandist  body  already  exists. 

The  mode  of  forming  the  Sections  will  be  determined  by  cir- 
cumstances. In  a  district  where  a  number  of  affiliated  societies  is 
already  in  existence,  the  Section  woul<^  take  a  more  or  less  repre- 
sentative character,  and  some  of  the  members  would  be  nominated 
by  the  Societies  themselves. 

Each  Section  will  be  managed  by  a  Committee  and  a  Secretary 
whose  appointment  will  be  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Central 
Body.  The  Committee  will  endeavour  :  (i)  to  obtain  subscriptions 
towards  the  work  of  the  Section  ;  (2)  to  get  into  touch  with  the 
various  districts  in  the  counties  embraced  by  the  Section,  and  to 
spread  the  knowledge  of  agricultural  co-operation  ;  (3)  to  make 
the  necessary  local  arrangements  for  holding  meetings  and  confer- 
ences ;  (4)  to  direct  the  work  of  the  organiser,  or  organisers, 
stationed  in  the  districts  embraced. 

The  funds  collected  by  the  Committee  will  be  passed  on  to  the 
Central  Body,  on  the  understanding  that  the  major  portion  is 
allocated  for  work  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Section. 
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To  minimise  the  danger  of  the  Central  Body  getting-  out  of 
touch  with  the  Committees  of  the  Sections,  representation  on  the 
Central  Body  will  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  each  of  the 
Sections,  and  representation  on  the  Committees  to  the  Central 
Body.  The  Organisers  operating  in  the  area  covered  by  the 
Section  must  be  officers  of  the  Central  Body,  although  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Committee  of  the  Section. 

Rules  will  have  to  be  drawn  up  for  the  guidance  of  each 
Section,  and  in  the  main  they  will  follow  the  lines  of  those 
adopted  by  the  Sections  of  the  A.O.S.  already  created. 

Such  Sectional  Committees  should  become  very  important 
factors  in  building  up  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Movement, 
and  they  should  prove  of  great  value  through  being  linked  up 
with  the  local  administrative  bodies  and  agricultural  training 
centres,  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  give  representation  on  each 
Committee. 

We  hope  to  make  this  new  development  an  effective  weapon 
for  the  education  of  the  agricultural  community  in  the  principles 
and  practice  of  Co-operation,  and  this  can  be  done  much  more 
effectively  by  its  agency  than  by  the  A.O.S.  directly  from  London. 

Already  three  have  been  formed  : — (i)  The  North  Eastern 
Counties,  (2)  The  North  Wales,  (3)  The  Southern  Counties,  and 
the  following  is  a  condensed  account  of  their  formation  and 
progress. 

(1)  The  North  Eastern  Counties. 

The  counties  of  Yorkshire  and  Durham  were  the  first  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society's 
scheme  of  devolution.  Several  conferences  of  representatives 
of  the  chief  Yorkshire  societies  and  the  A.O.S.  were  held,  and 
it  was  recognised  that  the  smallest  area  to  be  taken  must  be  the 
whole  of  the  three  North  Eastern  counties — Yorkshire,  Durham 
and  Northumberland — as  they  formed  the  market  area  for  agri- 
cultural produce.  The  Committee  was  formed  in  May,  1910,  of 
representatives  from  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  ; 
Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society,  Limited  ;  Teesdale  Associated 
Farmers,  Limited  ;  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  ;  Co-opera- 
tive Union  (Northern  Section),  Limited,  with  the  object  of  securing 
further  agricultural  development  through  co-operation  in  Yorkshire, 
Durham  and  Northumberland. 

Objects. 

The  work  undertaken  is  set  out  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  Rules,  dated  July  4th,  1910  : — 

I.  *'To    promote   the   development    of    Agricultural  Co- 
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operation  on  the  lines  advocated  by  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society  in  the  North-Eastern  counties  of 
England, 

(a)  "  By  promoting  the  formation  of  Farmers'  Co- 
operative Societies  in  suitable  districts  ;  by  assist- 
ing with  advice  existing  Societies  ;  and  by  seeking- 
to  eliminate  overlapping  and  competition. 

(b)  By  formulating  schemes  of  inter-trading  between 
Agricultural  Societies  and  Co-operative  Industrial 
Societies,  and  other  distributing  agencies. 

(c)  "  By  arranging  for  fuller  advantage  being  taken  by 
farmers  of  existing  educational  agencies. 

2.  "  To  direct  the  work  of  the  Organisers  appointed  by  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  in  the  districts  repre- 
sented on  this  Committee." 

There  was  found  to  be  already  a  considerable  farmers'  co- 
operative movement  in  the  Brandsby,  Wensleydale,  Teesdale  and 
other  districts  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  N.E.C.  Committee  to  en- 
courageand  increase  these  societies,  and  as  theybecome  established, 
to  extend  operations  over  a  wider  area  in  Yorkshire,  Durham  and 
Northumberland.  The  main  products  of  the  district  are  milk, 
live  stock,  roots,  cereals  and  timber,  while  a  considerable  quantity 
of  eggs  and  poultry  is  produced.  The  chief  markets  to  be  con- 
sidered are  the  mining  and  manufacturing  towns  of  the  North, 
and  they  can  be  approached  either  through  the  ordinary  shops 
or  through  the  distributive  co-operative  societies  which  are 
numerous  in  the  district.  The  Committee  is  endeavouring  to 
promote  a  better  understanding  between  the  Agricultural  and  Dis- 
tributive movements,  and  have  appointed  an  Inter-trading  Sub- 
Committee  to  deal  with  this  object. 

Cattle  and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  expressed  its  willingness 
to  deal  direct  with  the  local  farmers'  co-operative  societies,  and  the 
Wholesale  Society's  cattle  buyer  attended  several  meetings  of  the 
special  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  discuss  such  questions.  The 
Brandsby  Trading  Association,  which  has  a  dairy,  with  piggery 
attached  to  consume  the  bye  products,  sold  its  first  consignment  ot 
pigs  to  the  Society's  buyer,  who  visited  the  district  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Sub-Committee.  It  is  hoped  that  ultimately  an 
arrangement  will  be  arrived  at  between  the  producing  societies 
and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  so  that  cattle  can  be 
purchased  at  mutually  advantageous  prices  on  an  agreed  basis. 

Milk  Organisation. 

Production  of  milk  and  the  increased  attention  drawn  to  the 
importance  of  the  purity  of  supply  have  been  considered  by  the 
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•Committee.  Two  members  of  it  represent  the  Wensleydale  Pure 
Milk  Society,  which  was  started  in  the  autumn  of  1905  by  persons 
in  the  North  of  England  who  were  interested  in  the  question. 
The  society  aims  at  securing-  (i)  healthy  and  clean  cows,  (2) 
sanitary  building's,  (3)  clean  milking,  (4)  immediate  cooling, 
(5)  careful  filtering,  and  (6)  standard  quality.  The  milk  is 
dispatched  in  specially  constructed  vans  from  the  various  stations 
in  Wensleydale  to  the  central  depot  at  Northallerton,  where  it  is 
bottled  and  afterwards  distributed  to  the  large  Northern  towns.  The 
society  has  adopted  the  tuberculin  test,  and  all  bottled  milk  from 
Wensleydale  sold  by  the  society  is  guaranteed  to  be  from  cows 
which  have  passed  the  test. 

Egg  Collection. 

Farmers  in  Wensleydale,  Teesdale,  Brandsby  and  Wykeham 
have  asked  for  assistance  in  the  grading,  packing  and  marketing 
of  eggs,  and  the  Committee  have  given  the  matter  very  close 
consideration.  A  careful  investigation  was  made  into  the  present 
method  of  marketing  eggs  and  of  prices  received  by  the  producer, 
and  although  the  prices  received  were  higher  than  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  country,  it  was  considered  possible  to  organise  the 
collection  and  marketing  of  eggs  under  standard  conditions.  An 
organisation  has  now  been  set  up  which  provides  a  satisfactory 
market  for  eggs  which  are  collected,  graded  and  packed  under 
approved  conditions,  and  the  arrangement  promises  to  w^ork  very 
satisfactorily. 

Education. 

The  Committee  will  endeavour  to  utilise  all  the  available 
educational  machinery  to  establish  Agricultural  Institutes  in 
Wensleydale,  Swaledale  and  Teesdale,  or  in  other  districts  where 
opportunity  offers.  These  Institutes  should  take  the  form  of  a 
central  meeting  place  for  farmers  and  their  \vives  and  families, 
and  should  be  provided  with  a  lending  library  and  reading  room 
where  any  agricultural  information  can  be  obtained.  Lectures 
could  be  delivered  on  market  days  and  at  other  suitable  dates  in  the 
evenings,  and  these  would  pave  the  way  for  further  effort  along 
the  lines  of  the  Danish  High  School  system.  The  Committee  do 
not  themselves  propose  to  establish  these  Institutes,  but  will  assist 
the  respective  County  Councils  and  other  public  bodies  who  may 
promote  schemes  to  rneet  the  needs  of  the  district  for  such 
establishments. 

Rural  Telephones. 

Improved  methods  of  transit  and  communication  for  rural 
districts  are  considered  by  the  Committee  to  be  important  aids  to 
'  agricultural  development,  and  they  have  been  asked  to  assist  in 
obtaining  an  extension  of  the  Telephone  in  Wensleydale  from 
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Bedale  to  Hawes.  Full  local  investigations  have  been  made  and 
promises  of  support  obtained  from  all  the  local  Councils,  and  the 
matter  has  been  broug^ht  to  the  notice  of  the  Post  Office  Authorities. 

To  summarise,  it  may  be  said  that  the  N.E.C.  Committee  aims 
at  establishing- : — 

1.  Sound  co-operative  societies  of  farmers  in  suitable  districts 

in  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  Northumberland,  and 

2.  Strong  Directing  Committees  of  Farmers  and  others  in- 

terested in  agricultural  co-operation  in  these  Counties. 

In  each  district  there  should  be  a  society  for  the  purchase  of 
farm  implements,  manures,  seeds,  feeding  cakes,  meals  and  sheep 
dip  ;  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs,  wool,  grain  and  other 
produce  ;  of  eggs  and  poultry  ;  of  milk  and  its  products,  cheese 
and  cream  ;  for  keeping  pigs  ;  for  providing  a  co-operative  sheep 
bath  ;  for  grinding  corn,  in  fact  to  purchase  and  sell  collectively 
all  that  the  farmer  now  buys  and  sells  individually.  In  time  the 
society  could  direct  a  Farmers'  Institute  in  some  central  place,  and 
become  the  centre  of  the  commercial,  educational  and  social  life 
of  the  district. 

While  these  local  societies  are  developing  and  taking  up  one  or 
more  branches  of  the  work  each  year,  the  Committee  of  the  Section 
will  act  as  a  central  advisory  body,  having  behind  it  the  weight  of  the 
affiliated  societies  in  the  district.  It  should  thus  be  able  to  render 
material  assistance  in  many  ways  towards  securing  for  the  farming 
community  improved  telephone,  telegraph  and  railway  communi- 
cations and  the  better  conditions  to  which  the  extent  and  impor- 
tance of  their  industry  entitles  them.  The  Committee  will  endeavour 
to  impress  upon  those  engaged  in  agriculture  that,  while  the 
industry  is  the  greatest  in  the  country,  it  is,  by  its  nature,  so 
widely  distributed  that  those  engaged  in  it  have  fewer  means  of 
inter-communication  and  co-operation  than  those  engaged  in  other 
trades  ;  that  agriculturists,  numerous  and  powerful  as  a  body,  are, 
individually,  comparatively  isolated  ;  that  this  tends  to  the  growth 
of  unnecessary  competition  ;  and  that  to  meet  these  conditions 
organisation  is  required. 

The  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  has  given  very  material 
assistance  to  the  formation  and  work  of  the  Committee,  on  which 
it  is  represented.  Not  only  has  it  agreed  to  subscribe  ;^50  a  year 
for  three  years  to  the  work,  but  it  gives  the  members  of  the 
Committee  the  privilege  of  travelling  to  the  meetings  at  reduced 
fares. 

Progress  of  the  Societies. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  good  deal  of  work  has  been  done  in 
making  investigations  and  obtaining  statistics  which  will  enable 
the  work  of  organisation  in  the  future  to  be  facilitated.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  all  the  affiliated  societies  have  been  visited  at  least 
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twice  during"  the  year.  With  a  few  exceptions  they  report  pro- 
gress in  the  amount  of  trade.  The  chief  need  seems  to  be  the 
establishment  of  a  District  Trading  Federation  for  the  purchase  of 
requirements,  and  preHmihary  steps  have  been  taken  to  organise 
a  scheme  of  joint  working. 

Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association  is  adding  to  its 
membership  and  trade,  and  continues  to  be  the  most  active  of 
the  trading  societies  in  the  North.  The  Wensleydale  Pure 
Milk  Society  has  affiliated  during  the  year  and  brings  into  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society's  movement  the  most  important 
of  the  Northern  dairy  societies.  A  new  trading  and  dairy  society 
has  been  formed  in  the  Wharfedale  Farmers'  Trading  Association 
with  headquarters  at  Otley,  and  a  new  Small  Holdings  Society  has 
been  formed  at  Driffield.  The  Wensleydale  Farmers'  Association 
has  been  revived  and  with  an  active  committee,  is  erecting  a  dairy 
at  Redmire  ;  this  association  promises  to  become  one  of  the  most 
progressive  in  the  district.  The  Teesdale  Associated  Farmers  con- 
tinues to  make  satisfactory  advance. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  numbers  of  affiliated  societies  were  : 

Trading  Societies    ...        ...  ...        ...  i8 

Dairy  Societies        ...        ..^  ...        ...  4 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies  14 

In  addition  there  are :  —  36 

Unaffiliated  Trading  Societieb  ...  3 

,,         Dairy  Societies  ...        ...  2 


Total  ...  41 

The  societies  are  situated  in 

Yorkshire — Trading  Societies  ...  ...  20 

Dairy  Societies      ...  ...  6 

Small  Holdings  Societies  ...  9 

—  35 

Durham — Trading  Society  ...  ...  i 

Small  Holdings  Societies...  2 

  ^ 

—  o 

Northumberland — Small  HoldingsSocieties  3 

Total       ...  41 
The  approximate  strength  of  the  societies  : — 

Societies.  Members.      Capital.  Trade 
Trading  and  Dairy         27        1,800      ;£^7,ooo  12,000 
Small  Holdings  Acreage. 

and  Allotments         14  619  250  acres,  and 

228  acres  let  by 
County  Councils  direct  to  members. 
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Meetings  of  the  Committee  are  held  quarterly,  and  the  work 
is  delegated  to  Sub-Committees  as  the  need  arises.  A  small  per- 
manent Instructions  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  supervise 
the  work  and  report  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting. 

(2)  North  Wales  Section. 

The  following  is  the  history  of  the  foundation  of  this  Section  : 
A  meeting  of  persons  interested  in  the  movement  in  North 
Wales  was  convened  by  Mr.  Rupert  Ellis,  of  Glasfryn,  Chwilog, 
Carnarvonshire,  who  represents  North  Wales  on  the  A.O.S. 
Committee,  and  was  held  at  Bangor  in  May.  Certain  reso- 
lutions were  passed.  This  was  followed  up  by  a  meeting 
of  the  Anglesea  Western  Co-operative  Society  at  Llwynon, 
the  residence  of  Colonel  the  Hon.  Stapleton  Cotton,  at  which 
Mr.  Ellis  and  the  Secretary  of  the  A.O.S.  were  present. 
A  further  meeting  was  called  at  Presaddfed,  by  Major  Fox-Pitt, 
and  was  attended  by  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  M.P.,  Colonel  the  Hon. 
Stapleton  Cotton,  Colonel  Pilkington,  C.  B.,  the  Secretary  of 
the  A.O.S.,  and  Mr.  Ellis.  It  was  decided  to  call  a  public  meet- 
ing in  October  at  Llangefni.  The  day  before  this  meeting  a 
Conference  of  the  three  existing  agricultural  co-operative  societies 
in  Anglesea  was  held  at  Llwynon,  and  amongst  those  present 
were  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  M.P.,  Major  Fox-Pitt  and  Mr.  Walter 
Williams,  A.O.S.  Organiser  for  Wales. 

The  public  meeting  referred  to  was  held  on  October  29th, 
and  was  well  attended.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Anglesea 
presided.  The  main  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  discuss 
agricultural  credit,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

"That  this  conference  is  of  opinion  that  a  system  of 
agricultural  credit,  through  which  cheap  capital  can  be 
provided,  is  of  urgent  necessity  for  the  prosperity  of  agri- 
culture in  the  Island  of  Anglesea  and  North  Wales  generally, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  the 
A.O.S.  be  asked  to  urge  this  necessity  at  the  forthcoming 
deputation  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 
Autumn." 

Further  meetings  and  conferences  were  held  before  the 
Section  was  properly  launched.  The  following  particulars  as  to 
the  constitution  of  the  Section  will  be  of  interest. 

Area  Covered. 

The  Counties  of  Anglesea,  Carnarvon,  Denbigh,  Flint, 
Merioneth,  and  Montgomery. 

President :  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Boston. 
Treasurer :  Major  Fox-Pitt,  Presaddfed,  Bodedern,  Anglesea. 
Offices  {temporary)  Henblas,  High  Street,  Pwllheli. 
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Objects  of  the  Section. 

1.  To  promote  the  development  of  Agricultural  Co-operation 
on  the  lines  advocated  by  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  in 
the  six  North  Wales  counties. 

(a)  By  assisting  with  advice  existing  farmers'  co-operative 
societies,  and  seeking  to  eliminate  overlapping  and 
competition  ; 

{d)  By  arranging  for  further  advantage  being  taken  of  the 
existing  educational  machinery  by  those  working  on  the 
land  ; 

(c)  By  promoting  the  formation  of  agricultural  co-operative 

societies  on  behalf  of  farmers,  small  holders,  allotment 
holders,  fruit  growers,  pig  keepers,  and  other  persons 
w'hose  business  can  be  assisted  by  agricultural  co- 
operation. 

2.  To  supervise  the  work  of  the  A.O.S.  Organisers  in  the 
area  covered  by  the  Section. 

3.  To  collect  subscriptions  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work, 
all  such  subscriptions  to  be  sent  to  the  A.O.S.,  on  the 
understanding  that  at  least  one-half  shall  be  earmarked  for  the 
Section,  to  be  supplemented  by  an  equal  contribution  received 
from  the  Government  Grant  received  by  the  A.O.S. 

How  Constituted. 

(a)  Members  of  the  A.O.S.  by  right  of  affiliation  and  sub- 
scription. 

(b)  Honorary  members. 

Members  by  Right  of  Affiliation  and  Subscription. 

(a)  Co-operative  Societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  which  have 
their  registered  offices  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Section  ; 
such  societies  to  be  admitted  to  membership  of  the 
Section,  w^ithout  any  further  charge  than  the  fee  paid  to 
the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 

(d)  Individual  members  of  the  A.O.S.  who  reside  w^ithin  the 

area  of  the  Section,  or  who  shall  be  admitted  (at 
their  own  request)  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Section,  as  having  a  special  interest  in  any  of  the 
counties  embraced  in  the  area  of  the  Section.  Such 
members  shall  be  admitted  without  any  charge  other  than 
that  incurred  in  becoming  members  of  the  A.O.S. 
(r)  The  Sectional  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  operating 
in  the  area  covered  by  the  Section. 

Honorary  Members. 

The  County  Councils,  Agricultural  Colleges,  Railway 
Companies,  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Section,  and  such 


other  associations  and  org^anisations  as  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Section  shall  from  time  to  time  approve. 

Government. 

The  Management  of  the  Section  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  an 
Executive  Committee  which  shall  be  constituted  as  follows:  — 

Nominated  by  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society        ...  3 

Nominated  by  County  Councils  (i  by  each  C.C.)   ...        ...  6 

Nominated  by  Sectional  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  2 

Nominated  by  University  College  of  North  Wales...        ...  2 

Nominated  by  the   London   &   North  Western  Railway 

Company     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Nominated  by  Cambrian  Railways    ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Nominated   by   the    Agricultural   Co-operative   Societies  ; 
affiliated  to  the   A.O.S.  in  the  six  counties  (two  to 

each  county)          ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  12 

Elected  by  members  of  Section         ...        ...        ...        ...  6 

The  Committee  shall  meet  at  regular  intervals,  and  not  less 
than  four  times  yearly.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  after 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  shall 
proceed  to  elect  a  chairman  for  ihe  year,  who  shall  preside  at  all 
its  meetings,  and  if  he  should  be  absent,  the  members  present 
shall  elect  a  chairman  for  the  occasion  from  amongst  those 
present. 

In  the  case  of  death,  or  resignation  of  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  co-opt  a  member 
to  fill  any  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  as  may  occur. 

Secretary  and  other  Officers. 

The  Committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Secretary,  or 
other  Officers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society. 

Annual  Meeting. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Section  shall  be  held  not  later 
than  three  months  after  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society. 

Representation  on  the  Committee  of  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 

The  Committee  of  the  Section  shall  have  the  right  to  nominate 
one  representative  on  the  Committee  of  the  A.O.S. 

Questions  of  Policy. 

No  definite  action  shall  be  taken  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Section  on  questions  of  co-operative  policy  without  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 
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Organiser. 

All  org-anisers  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Organi- 
sation Society. 

Sub-Committees. 

The  Executiv^e  shall  have  power  to  appoint  sub-committees. 

Alteration  of  Rules. 

No  new  rule  shall  be  made,  nor  old  rule  altered  or  expunged, 
without  a  three-fourths  majority  of  the  members  present  at  a 
special  meeting-  of  the  members  of  the  Section,  called  for  the 
purpose,  and  all  such  decision^^  arrived  at,  before  they  become 
binding-  on  the  members,  must  be  ratified  by  the  Committee  of  the 
A.O.S. 

Two  weeks'  notice  must  be  given  for  all  special  and  annual 
meetings  of  this  Section. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Section  have  appointed 
two  Sub-Committees:  a  ''Propaganda  and  Investigation,"  and 
^'Affiliated  Societies." 


(3)  The  Southern  Section. 

The  org-anisation  of  this  Section  is  due  largely  to  Mr.  S. 
Bostock,  of  Lainston  House,  near  Winchester,  whose  efforts  met 
with  the  sympathetic  support  of  each  member  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Section. 

This  Section  has  as  its  area  the  Counties  of  Dorset,  Hants, 
and  Isle  ot  Wight,  and  Wilts.  It  did  not,  however,  commence 
active  operation  until  the  beginning  of  191 1. 

The  following-  constitutes  its  Committee  and  Officers  :■ — 
Chairman,  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.C.V.O.  ;  Committee,  The 
Earl  of  Radnor,  The  Lord  Lucas,  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P., 
Mr.  R.  Hart-Synnot,  Mr.  Samuel  Bostock  (Honorary  Adviser). 
Secretary  and  Org-aniser,  Mr.  C.  S.  Parish. 

Offices,  47,  Blue  Boar  Row,  Salisbury. 

The  constitution  of  the  Section  corresponds  very  closely  with 
that  of  the  North  Wales. 
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HI.— THE  WORK  OF  THE  SOCIETIES. 

In  Spite  of  the  wonderful  object  lessons  contained  in  the  Dis- 
tributive Co-operative  Movement,  examples  of  which  are  to  be 
found  in  almost  every  town  of  importance  in  England,  and 
of  the  remarkable  progress  we  are  making  in  many  districts  it  is 
still  difficult  to  persuade  the  average  agriculturist  that  he  stands  to 
gain  anything  by  co-operation  in  his  own  line  of  business,  unless  he 
can  be  given  a  practical  demonstration  somewhere  in  his  own  neigh- 
bourhood, of  the  advantages,  both  as  regards  price  and  quality, 
which  co-operative  purchase  would  give  him.  The  advantage  must 
be  tangible  and  immediate,  as  any  prospective  gain  in  the  shape  of 
interest  on  share  capital,  and  bonuses  on  business  will  be  insufficient 
to  induce  him  to  make  any  change  on  the  business  methods  adopted 
by  his  forefathers.  It  is  this  suspicion  of  change,  and  distrust  of 
any  conclusion  not  vouched  for  by  personal  observation  that 
partly  accounts  for  the  slow  growth  of  our  movement  in  some 
districts.  Another  reason  is  the  fact  that  several  of  our  societies 
are  not  yet  strong  enough  to  compete  on  ordinary  business  lines 
with  the  private  firms  or  joint  stock  companies.  These  latter 
have  agents  vigorously  soliciting  business,  and  every  effort  is  made 
by  personal  calls  to  induce  the  farmers  and  smallholders  to  put 
their  business  in  their  hands,  and  in  many  cases  deliberate  attempts 
are  made  to  undercut  the  societies. 

These  difficulties  can  only  be  overcome  by  maintaining  in  every 
suitable  area  a  district  co-operative  trading  society  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  serving  its  own  members,  can  attract  business  from  a  suf- 
ficiently large  number  of  local  co-operative  societies  to  enable  it  to 
have  a  turnover  large  enough  to  ensure  purchase  at  rock-bottom 
prices  and  to  justify  the  employment  of  experienced  officials  who  are 
qualified  to  compete  for  business  successfully  with  the  agents  of  non- 
co-operative  firms.  Attendance  at  markets  and  personal  visits  to 
the  farms  of  the  members  of  the  co-operative  societies  should  be 
undertaken  by  these  officials.  This  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
is  now  being  done  by  a  great  many  of  the  societies.  Expert 
Managers  are  being  employed  and  price  lists  issued. 

The  new  scheme  of  District  Federations  formulated  by  the  Joint 
Board  for  Trade  and  revised  by  the  A.O.S.  should  go  a  long  way 
to  meet  the  difficulties  to  which  we  refer.    The  following  societies 
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are  likely 
districts  :- 


to  become  the  centres  for 


trading- 


their  respective 


District. 

Southern 


Societ}-. 
The  Southern 


Turnover. 


N'o.  of 
Members. 


Ag-ricultural 


M\ST  Anglia 


Yorkshire 


Durham 


South  Midlands 


West  Midlands 


Midlands 


Lancashire 


West  Wales 


;^276,699  943 


;^i6,652  290 


;6'4,624 


8-1 


Counties 
Tradiui^- 
Society  (Winchester) 
Eastern  Counties  Far- 
mers' Co-operative  As- 
sociation (Ipswich)  ... 
Brandsby  Agricultural 
Trading-  Association, 
(Brandsby) 

Teesdale  Associated 
Farmers  (Barnard 
Castle) 

South  Midlands  Far- 
mers' Association 

(Bedford)   

West  Midlands  Far- 
mers' Association 
(Gloucester)  ... 
Midland  Farmers'  Co- 
operative Society 
(Nottingham) 
Preston  and  District 
Farmers  Trading 
Society  (Preston) 
Carmarthen  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Associa- 
tion, Carmarthen     ...      ;^58,2io  965 

The  number  of  members  and  turnover  of  the  larger  societies 
show  that  if  only  the  advantages  of  co-operation  are  adequately 
explained  to  the  agriculturist,  a  big  business  can  be  built  up,  and 
with  the  results  of  the  operations  of  these  societies  as  practical 
examples,  it  should  be  possible  to  cover  districts  with  local 
societies,  all  looking  to  their  centre  for  trading  purposes. 

The  Eastern  Counties'  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 
(Ipswich)  ;  the  Southern  Counties'  Agricultural  Trading  Society, 
Ltd.  (Winchester)  ;  the  W^est  Midlands  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 
(Gloucester)  ;  the  Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
(Nottingham)  ;  the  South  Midland  Farmers,'  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.  (Bedford)  ;  the  Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.  (Carmarthen),  have  been  co-operating  with  the  smaller 
co-operative  societies  in  their  respective  areas  and  assisting  them  by 
joint  purchases.  The  Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association 
(Nottingham)  not  alone  buy  on  behalf  of  the  agricultural  societies 


;^24,3i7  462 


£^^r^z^  462 

Only  commenced 
Trading  in  191 1. 
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in  the  district,  but  also  for  six  distributive  societies  that  have 
farms  and  which  are  affiliated  with  it. 

Several  of  our  societies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  are  now 
sending-  their  managers  to  Mark  Lane,  where  conferences  are  held 
and  joint  purchases  are  transacted  and  much  useful  information 
acquired.  As  a  result  of  these  conferences  a  desire  is  growing  for 
some  sort  of  Central  Committee  or  Board  to  act  as  an  informa- 
tion bureau  and  to  arrange  for  the  bulking  of  orders  in  certain 
classes  of  requirements. 

Experience  has  shown  that  it  is  the  want  of  a  systematised 
propaganda  campaign,  which  alone  prevents  this  consummation. 
With  the  limited  resources  at  its  disposal,  the  Agricultural  Organi- 
sation Society  has  only  been  able  to  touch  the  fringe  of  the  subject, 
but  the  movement  is  undoubtedly  capable  of  such  expansion  in  this 
direction  as  will  cover  the  whole  country  with  a  network  of  societies, 
linked  into  district  federations,  the  federations  combining  to  regu- 
late the  trading  policy  for  the  movement  as  a  whole. 

With  the  growth  of  the  decentralisation  movement  (see  page 
15),  the  district  federations  should  become  centres  of  propaganda 
work.  Regular  conferences,  attended  by  delegates  from  the  district, 
could  be  held,  when  papers  might  be  read  on  subjects  pertaining  to 
agricultural  co-operation,  to  be  followed  by  discussions,  and  the 
results  embodied  in  resolutions  for  the  guidance  of  the  councils  of 
the  combined  district  federations.  These  conferences  might  be 
made  even  more  useful  if  it  could  be  arranged  to  have  the  sub- 
ject of  the  papers  brought  before  the  local  societies  and  discussed 
by  them  before  delegates  were  appointed  to  the  district  meeting. 

Another  and  very  practical  form  of  spreading  the  knowledge 
of  the  advantages  of  co-operative  trading  is  the  opening  of  branch 
depots  by  the  local  society.  No  great  expense  is  involved,  as  the 
Railway  Companies  are  generally  willing  to  co-operate,  and  in 
many  cases  go  as  far  as  to  construct  the  depot,  charging  a  nominal 
rent  to  cover  interest  on  capital,  and  they  will  sometimes  let  their 
station-master  act  as  the  society's  local  agent. 

So  far  we  have  dealt  mainly  with  matters  affecting  the  advance 
of  trade  among  the  societies,  but  there  is  another  side  of  the 
question  that  requires  great  attention,  namely,  the  nursing  of 
societies,  especially  the  younger  and  weaker  ones,  with  supervision 
to  ensure  that  accounts  are  properly  kept,  and  that  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  different  Government  Departments  that  govern 
their  existence  are  complied  with,  and  advice  in  their  negotiations 
with  County  Councils  and  other  bodies,  with  general  help  to  enable 
them  to  become  soundly  established.  It  has  to  be  remembered  that 
in  the  majority  of  cases  there  is  no  one  in  the  immediate  locality  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  society,  who  has  had  the  advantage  of  a 
business  education.  Without  assistance  from  outside  many  of  the 
societies  would  be  unable  to  overcome  the  difficulties  that  confront 
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them,  and  would  go  under  after  a  brief  existence.  As  mucli 
assistance  as  possible  is  given  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
A.O.S.,  but  more  personal  supervision  is  required.  This  can  only 
be  provided  by  the  forming  of  sectional  divisions  of  the  A.O.S. 
already  referred  to,  for  each  group  of  counties  where  local  societies 
are  springing  up.  The  success  of  this  policy  is  being  demonstrated 
in  several  directions.  More  local  interest  is  being  taken  in  the 
movement  ;  the  weaker  societies  receive  more  attention  and  all 
benefit  by  being  brought  closer  in  touch  with  one  another  for  the 
discussion  of  mutual  interests. 


(1)  Relations  with  the  Distributive  Co-operative 

Movement. 

On  January  13th,  1910,  a  meeting  of  experts,  representative 
of  both  movements,  was  held  at  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  Manchester,  at  which  the  following  resolution 
was  carried  : 

''That  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  be  asked  to 
establish  a  department,  upon  which  the  Agricultural  Co- 
operative Movement  shall  have  adequate  representation,  for 
the  marketing  of  the  produce  of  small  holding  socities  in 
England  and  Wales  in  the  first  instance,  and  subsequently, 
where  found  feasible,  for  dealing  with  agricultural  produce 
generally." 

The  request  embodied  in  this  resolution  was  communicated  to 
the  Directors  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  who,  after 
giving  it  careful  consideration,  decided  that  they  could  not,  at 
present,  establish  a  department  for  dealing  with  all  kinds  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  but  that  they  would  establish  a  Fat  Stock 
Department,  and  would  instruct  the  buyers  in  such  of  the  existing 
departments  as  incidentally  purchased  agricultural  produce  to  en- 
courage business  transactions  with  the  agricultural  co-operative 
societies. 

We  think  it  is  only  right  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the 
present  constitution  of  the  C.W.S.  prevents  its  having  an  agri- 
cultural department  upon  the  committee  of  which  the  agricultural 
co-operative  movement  could  have  adequate  representation. 

In  view  of  the  refusal  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
to  carry  out  any  general  scheme  for  the  marketing  of  agricultural 
produce,  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  Movement  to  organise 
outlets,  and  active  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  do  so. 
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A  further  meeting-  of  the  Conference  was  held  on  March  loth, 
1910,  when  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Conference  much  useful  work 
could  be  done  if  the  Conference  were  to  be  appointed  as  a 
permanent  body  to  meet  at  stated  times  during-  the  year.  At 
these  meeting-s  the  various  points  in  connection  with  agri- 
culture could  be  discussed,  and  both  sides  of  the  Movement 
would  be  able  to  gain  valuable  information  thereby." 

It  was,  accordingly,  decided  to  ask  the  next  Co-operative 
Congress  to  re-appoint  the  Conference  for  another  twelve  months. 

The  Congress,  which  met  at  Plymouth,  during  Whit-Week, 
unanimously  agreed  to  the  proposal.  Since  which  three  meetings 
have  been  held:  June  15th,  September  21st,  and  November  30th, 
all  on  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  at 
Manchester.  The  following  resolutions  were  passed  at  the 
November  meeting  : 

*'  That  it  be  a  recommendation  to  next  Congress  that  this 
Conference  be  continued  as  a  channel  of  information  be- 
tween the  organisations  taking  part  in  it  should  occasion 
arise." 

*'That  it  be  left  with  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  call 
the  next  meeting  should  occasion  arise,  and  if  one  or  more 
of  the  parties  desire  that  a  meeting  shall  be  convened  they 
should  communicate  with  the  secretary,  who  will  at  once 
take  the  necessary  steps." 

It  would  facilitate,  very  considerably,  inter-trading  between  the 
Co-operaiive  Wholesale  Society,  some  of  the  larger  Distributive 
Societies,  and  the  Agricultural  Societies,  if  the  present  method,  in 
certain  quarters  of  the  Distributive  Movement,  of  employing  com- 
mission agents  was  restricted,  and  gradually  done  away  with,  and 
the  policy  adopted  of  substituting  agricultural  co-operative 
societies.  It  would  further  greatly  help  if  the  buyers  of  the 
C.W.S.  when  visiting  a  district  would  ascertain  beforehand 
if  there  were  any  agricultural  co-operative  societies  there,  and  if 
so,  to  first  interview  the  manager  or  secretary  to  see  if  the  pro- 
duce required  could  be  obtained  through  the  society.  If  such 
an  enquiry  were  made  before  the  representative  visited  the  dis- 
trict, he  might  find  it  unnecessary  to  make  a  journey  and  thus 
avoid  expense. 

If  it  were  agreed  to  give  such  a  policy  atrial,  we  would  recom- 
mend the  appointment  by  the  C.W.S.  of  a  small  deputation  to 
visit  the  societies,  the  names  of  which  we  should  be  glad  to  supply, 
and  the  members  of  the  deputation  could  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  societies  to  act  in  the  capacity  suggested.  We 
would  suggest,  however,  that  the  experiment  should  only  be  made 
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at  first,  with  our  most  highly  organised  societies,  of  which  there 
are  several,  and  which  would,  in  our  opinion  be  quite  competent 
to  act  at  once  as  agents.  The  Eastern  Counties  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Association,  as  an  instance,  has  a  large  and  highly 
qualified  staff",  a  membership  of  nearly  i,ooo  farmers,  farming 
about  250,000  acres,  and  doing  an  annual  turn-over  of  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million  sterling.  The  Society,  we  are  informed  can 
command  many  thousand  fat  beasts  for  sale,  from  fifty  to  sixty 
stones  in  weight.  All  the  cattle  are  root  and  cake  fed.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society,  which  meets  at  Ipswich,  is  quite  prepared 
to  send  the  cattle  carriage  paid  to  the  nearest  railway  station, 
and  to  accept  the  weights  returned  either  by  the  C.W.S.  or  any 
distributive  society,  after  they  have  been  slaughtered.  Every 
beast  will  be  inspected  by  an  expert  before  being  put  on  the  train, 
so  as  to  ensure,  as  far  as  possible,  that  only  beasts  exactly 
suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the  purchasing  society  are  sent. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  distributive  movement  buys 
live  bullocks  through  agricultural  co-operative  channels,  there 
will  be  a  considerable  saving  in  several  directions,  such  as: — (i) 
auctioneer's  expenses  ;  (2)  market  expenses  ;  (3)  rail  and  driving 
expenses  to  local  markets,  which  are  now  paid  by  the  members  of 
the  agricultural  society.  Besides  all  this,  we  believe  a  great 
saving  in  weight  will  be  eff"ected  by  beasts  being  loaded  directly 
from  the  farm  on  to  the  railway,  and  going  straight  to  their 
destination.  It  is  admitted  by  everyone  who  has  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  sale  of  live-stock,  that  by  reason  of  the  beasts  being 
driven,  before,  after,  and  whilst  in  the  actual  auction  ring,  they 
lose  in  weight,  and  are  often  considerably  bruised.  The  Society 
is  also  prepared  to  sell  a  large  number  of  sheep  and  pigs  in  the 
same  manner. 

With  regard  to  corn,  it  is  well  known  that  where  many  of  our 
societies  operate,  the  best  wheat  and  oats  in  the  kingdom  is  grown. 
The  agricultural  societies  in  these  counties  should,  therefore,  be  in 
a  position  to  supply  such  cereals  to  the  distributive  movement. 
Such  commodities  are  we  know  reaching  that  movement  at  the 
present  time  through  intermediaries  who  are  getting  their  living 
between  the  two  movements.  Should  not  this  profit  be  shared 
between  the  producing  and  consuming  societies  ? 

Some  of  our  societies  have  depots,  and  are  in  a  position  to 
forward  either  wheat  or  oats  to  the  C.W.S.,  and  the  distributive 
societies  that  have  mills.  There  should  be  no  need  for  the  C.W.S. 
or  the  distributive  societies  to  continue  their  present  system  of 
purchasing,  which  we  hold  is  an  expensive  one.  Then  there  is  the 
further  point  that  if  the  agricultural  co-operative  trading  society  act- 
ing as  agent  to  the  C.W.S.  or  a  distributive  society,  is  a  member  of 
that  body,  the  C.W.S.  will  have  such  control  in  respect  of 
transactions  as  it  does  not  have  when  dealing  with  an  ordinary 
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agent,  purchasing'  from  individual  farmers.  In  making  this  proposal 
on  behalf  of  our  larger  agricultural  societies,  we  do  not  wish  members 
of  the  Distributive  Movement  to  think  that  they  are  put  forword 
solely  in  the  interests  of  the  large  farmers,  of  which  our  societies 
have  many.  The  smallholders  that  are  being  created  under  the 
Act  of  1908  would  very  materially  benefit  by  any  such  business 
transactions  as  suggested,  because  some  of  our  larger  societies 
are  now  engaged  in  developing  a  scheme,  by  which  smallholders  are 
materially  benefited.  This  is  accomplished  by  linking  up  the  Co- 
operative small  holding  societies  with  the  large  co-operative  trad- 
ing societies  that  have  been  formed  in  the  various  counties,  to 
which  they — the  smallholders — ^will  look  as  their  agents  for  the 
sale  of  the  produce  they  grow,  and  for  the  purchase  of  their  agricul- 
tural requirements,  instead  of  to  the  present  sources  of  supply. 
In  making  these  proposals  it  must  not  be  thought  that  we 
consider  all  middlemen  can  be  dispensed  with.  The  position 
we  take  up  is  that  the  agricultural  industry  carries  far  too  many 
middlemen  on  its  back,  and  it  is  those  who  are  unnecessary  we 
want  to  eliminate. 

The  endeavours  of  the  two  movements  to  promote  inter- 
trading  between  their  respective  affiliated  societies  have  met  with 
considerable  success  during  the  past  year.  It  will  take  consider- 
able effort  yet  to  steer  into  co-operative  channels  the  huge  volume 
of  trade  in  English  farm  produce,  but  every  encouragement  is  held 
out  by  societies  on  both  sides,  which  are  already  well  established 
as  traders. 

Two  developments  of  particular  importance  have  to  be 
recorded.  The  C.W.S.  which  hitherto  has  supplied  goods  to 
A.O.S.  societies  many  times  the  value  it  has  bought  from  them, 
has,  as  we  have  already  stated,  taken  steps  to  remedy  this  state 
of  things,  and  has  established  a  fat  stock  department  in  the 
North-East  Section,  to  supply  the  large  co-operative  societies  of 
consumers  in  that  Section  with  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  for  their 
butchery  departments.  A  capable  manager  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Jones,  late  manager  of  the  Birtley  Co-operative  Society's  butchery 
department,  has  been  appointed,  and  the  farmers'  agricultural  co- 
operative societies  in  those  districts  have  been  put  into  touch  with 
the  new  department.  We  have  no  doubt  they  will  soon  discover  by 
experience,  the  value  of  organised  co-operation  in  buying  and  sell- 
ing cattle,  sheep  and  pigs,  and  so  the  benefits  of  co-operative 
organisation  will  be  brought  into  a  department  where  it  has  been 
so  much  needed. 

Another  instance  of  inter-trading  which  promises  well  is  to 
be  found  in  the  relations  which  have  been  established  between  the 
Eastern  Counties  Farmers  Co-operative  Association  and  the 
Leicester  Distributive  Co-operative  Society. 

In  the  endeavour  to  form  a  satisfactory  business  connection 
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between  them,  many  difficulties  were  encountered,  but  happily 
these  were  overcome,  and  since  September,  1909  the  Eastern 
Counties  Farmers  Co-operative  Association  have  sent  to  the 
Leicester  Society  a  truck  load  of  about  thirty  pigs  weekly.  Up 
to  the  end  of  1910  1,642  pig's  had  been  sent,  the  money  value  of 
which  has  been  returned  (dead  weight  prices  being-  given)  at 
£8,2go  2s.  This  trade  is  now  being ,  regularly  continued  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  sides. 

An  endeavour  to  establish  trading  with  some  four  Welsh 
societies  for  sheep  fell  through,  partly  because  the  railway  rates 
to  the  large  towns  w^ere  so  high,  but  mainly  through  lack  of 
business  methods  among  the  societies  that  were  approached. 

The  figures  for  cheese,  butter,  eggs,  etc.,  show  great  promise. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  demand  among  co-operative  dis- 
tributive societies  for  English  farm  produce  far  exceeds  the  supply, 
and  there  is  a  particularly  promising  outlet  for  dairy  produce, 
For  example,  the  Derby  Co-operative  Society  ten  years  ago  pur- 
chased English  cheese  to  the  extent  of  ;^8o9,  during  1910  their 
purchases  amounted  to  ;^8,53o.  In  1900  their  trade  in  English 
eggs  w^as  ;^2,682,  in  1910  it  was  £7,312,  and  as  a  corres- 
ponding result  their  purchases  of  Canadian  cheese  and  Foreign 
eggs  show  a  marked  decrease. 

In  the  matter  of  eggs,  larger  demand  and  diminishing  im.por- 
tations  have  improved  the  prices  to  the  producer,  as  the  Derby 
Distributive  Society  now  obtains  4,000  fewer  eggs  for  every  ;^ioo 
spent,  than  it  did  when  it  started  to  collect  from  farmers. 

When  one  compares  the  present  prices  with  the  rates 
formerly  obtained  (17  or  20  for  a  is.),  it  will  be  seen  how  the 
producer  benefits  by  the  better  organisation.  The  trading  in  cheese, 
mainly  with  Derbyshire  farmers'  cheese  factories,  referred  to  in 
another  part  of  the  report,  shows  interesting  figures.  The  Derby 
Society  bought  in  1910  from  these  associations  cheese  to  the  value 
of  ;^5,6oo,  and  the  C.W.S.  bought  £131  5s.  worth.  The  Leam- 
ington Hastings  Dairy  Society  sold  butter  to  the  Rugby  Co-opera- 
tive Society  in  1910,  to  the  value  of  ;^430. 

In  fruit,  potatoes,  etc.,  the  sales  of  the  Marshland  and  Wing- 
land  Society  shows  a  steady  increase  of  trading  with  co-operative 
distributive  societies.  It  supplied  Lincoln  with  fruit  to  the  value 
of  £g,  Derby  £33,  Leicester  ;^i29,  and  the  C.W.S.  £600, 

These  figures  represent  but  a  tithe  of  what  should  be  done 
between  the  two  movements,  but  we  gladly  recognise  the  in- 
creasing disposition  manifested  by  the  distributive  co-operative 
societies  to  trade  with  the  agricultural  co-operative  societies. 
We  must  see  to  it  that  our  side  is  thoroughly  organised,  so 
that  they  may  be  able  to  take  better  advantage,  in  the  future, 
of  that  growing  sense  of  relationship  betw-een  the  two  movements, 
which  is  evidenced  on  so  many  sides. 
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Alto^-ether  we  find  that  the  total  trade  during-  the  year  between 
the  distributive,  exclusive  of  the  C.W.S.,and  ag"ricultural  societies, 
approximates  to  14,897. 

The  tendency  in  Distributive  Societies  to  buy  land  and  farm  on 
their  own  account,  employing  their  own  members,  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. The  increased  acreage  shown  in  the  Co-operative 
Union's  Report  for  1910  is  720  acres. 

(2)  Sale  of  Grain,  Hay,  Seeds,  etc. 

We  have  again  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  of  societies 
which  sell  grain,  hay,  seeds,  eggs,  etc.,  for  their  members. 

The  Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Association  continues  to  de- 
velope  this  part  of  its  work,  as  also  among  others  the  Horsham 
Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  the  Chailey  Farmers'  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  the  South  Midland  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 
and  the  Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  the  Mid- 
Cheshire  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  the  Saffron  Walden  and 
District  Farmers'  Association,  the  West  Midland  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion, the  Herefordshire  Farmers'  Association,  the  Newport  (Salop) 
and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  the  Framlingham 
and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  and  the  Guildford 
and  Mid-Surrey  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 

One  society  reports  that  they  have  been  able  to  sell  wheat  at 
35s.  per  quarter  as  compared  with  33s.  offered  by  the  local  mer- 
chants, and  that  they  sold  hay  at  58s.  per  ton  as  compared  with  55s. 
under  the  same  conditions.  The  advantages  of  being  able  to  get 
into  touch  with  sound  firms  who  are  prepared  to  give  the  full 
market  value  for  produce,  have  enabled  them  to  assist  their  mem- 
bers to  an  extent  not  hitherto  possible. 

The  Horsham  Society  does  a  large  business  in  hay  and  em- 
ploys two  presses  constantly. 

We  hope  that  in  the  coming  year  more  will  be  seen  of  this 
form  of  Co-operative  Trading. 

(3)  Grist  Milling. 

This  industry  continues  to  be  successfully  carried  out  by  : — the 
Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  the  Sherston 
Co-operative  Milling  Society,  the  Soham  Small  Holders,  Ltd.,  the 
Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  the  Pateley  Bridge  District 
Farmers,  Ltd.,  the  Vale  of  Tivy  Agricultural  Society,  the  Clen- 
derwen  Agricultural  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  and  the  Whalley 
and  District  Farmers,  Limited.  Whilst  several  other  societies  have 
taken  over  mills  during  the  year.  The  Hawarden  and  District  Co- 
operative Farmers'  Society  is  particularly  worthy  of  mention.  In 
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June  this  society  took  over  a  mill,  a  very  old  structure,  dating- from 
1750.  It  is  of  the  usual  type  of  old  country  mill,  with  two  pairs  of 
stones  worked  by  an  overshot  wheel.  Indian  corn,  oats,  and  barley 
are  g-round  for  the  members,  and  the  undertaking  has  proved  a  very 
profitable  source  of  revenue.  The  society  contemplates  this  year 
(191 1)  putting-  in  machinery  for  g-rinding  flour.  A  miller  is  per- 
manently employed,  who  in  the  slack  season  assists  with  the  or- 
dinary work  of  the  society. 

In  another  part  of  this  report  will  be  found  particulars  of  a 
campaig-n  among  the  smallholders  in  Cambridgeshire,  many  of 
whom  mean  to  grow  cereals.  It  is  expected  that  they  will  make 
full  use  of  the  many  mills  to  be  found  in  that  county. 

(4)  Sale  of  Dairy  Produce. 

In  our  1909  Report  we  referred  to  the  development  in  Dairy- 
ing in  Cornwall,  which  we  considered  likely  to  bear  good  results. 
The  prophecy  has  been  fully  justified. 

A  society  called  the  Cornwall  County  Farm  and  Dairy  Co- 
operative Society,  Ltd.,  has  been  registered  and  has  secured  the 
following  representative  Board  of  Directors  : — 

The  Viscountess  Falmouth  (chairman),  Tregothnan,  Truro  ; 
Colonel  Courtenay  B.  Vyvyan,  C.B.  (vice-chairman),  Tremayne, 
St.  Martin,  Cornwall ;  The  Hon.  John  R.  de  C.  Boscawen,  Tregye, 
Perranwell  (Chairman  of  the  Dairy  Committee  of  the  Cornwall 
County  Council)  ;  Mr.  James  F.  Crewes,  5,  Boscawen  Street,  Truro 
(Secretary  of  Royal  Cornwall  Agricultural  Association)  ;  Mr. 
Michael  H.  Holman,  Restronguet,  Penryn  (Chairman  of  Cornwall 
Farmers'  Union,  1906-1908)  ;  Mr.  William  J.  Hosken,  Pulsack, 
Hayle  (Member  of  Council  of  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  Eng- 
land) ;  Mr.  Christopher  Rows,  Trisprison,  Helston  (Chairman  of 
Cornwall  Farmers'  Union,  1909-1910)  ;  Mr.  John  Thomas,  Lamarth, 
Cury  (Chairman  of  Cornwall  Farmers'  Union,  1910-1911);  Mr. 
Peter  H.  Williams,  Angrouse,  Mullion  (Member  of  Royal  Corn- 
wall Agricultural  Association). 

To  the  Viscountess  Falmouth  is  largely  due  the  credit  of  this 
development.  She  has  spared  neither  time  nor  trouble  and  has  been 
the  means  of  creating  an  enthusiasm  for  the  undertaking  that  is 
unique  in  the  history  of  our  Movement.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  objects  of  the  Society : — 

1.  Unification  of  the  Dairy  Industry. 

2.  Increase  of  dairying  area  by  encouraging  and  stimulating 
production. 

3.  Uniform  standard  of  produce  and  consequent  improved 
status  in  the  London  and  provincial  markets. 

4.  Control  of  output  by  means  of  cold-storage,  to  produce 
regularity  and  continuity  of  sale  at  remunerative  prices. 
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5-  Reduction  of  cost  in  reaching  market,  by  economy  of 
management  and  consignments  in  bulk. 

As  the  scheme  develops,  the  establishment  is  contemplated  of 
a  central  factory  and  offices,  cold  store  plant,  separating  station, 
and  of  collecting  depots  on  convenient  lines.  It  is  believed  that 
this  society  will  have  the  effect  of  greatly  stimulating  the  dairy 
and  poultry  industry  in  the  county,  and  of  leading  to  such  de- 
velopments and  extensions,  concurrently  with  greater  excellence 
of  manufacture  and  uniformity  of  output,  as  will  be  of  marked 
advantage  to  suppliers,  and  indirectly  of  benefit  to  the  community 
at  large.  There  are  districts  in  Cornwall  where  there  is  little 
dairying  notwithstanding  suitable  conditions,  and  this  society 
hopes  that  the  facilities  and  inducements  for  developing  the  dairy 
industry  and  promoting  general  agricultural  production  in  such 
places  will  be  made  clear  to  the  people. 

A  development  on  somewhat  similar  lines  has  taken  place  in 
the  Chippenham  district  of  Wiltshire,  where  also  a  powerful 
society  has  been  got  together,  largely  as  the  result  of  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Corbett,  Lord  Islington's  agent.  Full  particulars  of  this 
organisation  will  be  found  in  the  Appendices. 

There  have  existed  for  many  years  in  Derbyshire  and  North 
Staffordshire  several  associations  of  dairy  farmers  and  small 
holders  for  dealing  with  surplus  milk  and  converting  it  into  butter 
or  cheese.  They  have  been  co-operative  in  practice,  but  never 
registered.  Instructions  were  given  to  our  Organiser,  Mr.  Turner, 
to  visit  these  associations  in  order  to  bring  to  their  notice  the  finan- 
cial risks  they  were  running  by  being  unregistered.  Three  have  regis- 
tered through  the  A.O.S.  Manifold  Valley,  Dovedale,  and  Croxden 
Abbey,  also  the  Leamington  Hastings  Dairy,  in  Warwickshire. 

As  the  milk  supply  of  Derbyshire  has  considerably  increased 
and  has  become  of  much  importance,  large  combinations  of  milk 
buyers  have  been  formed  to  buy  up  several  of  these  loosely 
formed  organisations.  This  condition  of  affairs  is  not  a  satis- 
factory one  for  the  farmers.  If  there  is  one  industry  more  than 
another  that  should  be  under  the  direct  control  of  the  farmer  it  is 
that  of  milk. 

We  are  pleased  to  record  that  The  Scalford  Dairy,  Limited, 
The  Nidderdale  Dairy  Society,  The  Yoxall  and  District  Co- 
operative Dairy  Society,  Limited,  The  Eastern  Counties  Dairy 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Limited,  and  the  Walkden 
Farmers'  Milk  Supply  Association,  Limited,  have  had  a  prosperous 
year. 

With  regard  to  the  Yoxall  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy 
Society  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  they  have  been  awarded 
in  open  competition  the  following  prizes  : — Second  and  Third 
Prize,  Derby  cheese,  Dairy  Show,  London,  October,  1908. 
First  Prize,  Royal  Agriculural  Society,  England,  Derby  cheese, 
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Gloucester,  1909.  First  and  Third  Prize,  Derby  cheese, 
Dairy  Show,  London,  October,  1909,  First  Prize,  Royal  Agri- 
cultural Society  of  England,  Derby  cheese,  Liverpool,  1910. 
Dairy  Show,  London,  October,  1910,  Champion  Cup  ;  First  and 
Second  Prize,  Derby  cheese  ;  Third  Prize,  Leicester  cheese. 

(5)  Sale  of  Live  Stock. 

There  have  been  several  developments  in  this  direction 
during  the  year,  particulars  of  which  appear  elsewhere. 

The  Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Limited, 
known  in  our  last  Report  as  the  Winchester  Agricultural  Trading 
Society,  has  again  had  a  successful  year  in  its  live  stock 
department.  The  turnover  has  been  £/\.6,y6i  i8s.  9d.,  as  com- 
pared with  £^8,28^  OS.  3d.  for  1909.  The  amount  of  stock  sold 
shows  an  increase,  the  figures  being,  beasts  802,  sheep  1,710, 
calves  716,  and  pigs  86.  The  Committee  of  this  Society,  in  their 
Report,  draw  their  members'  attention  to  the  fact  that  although  the 
profit  on  the  year  was  not  large,  the  buyers  and  sellers  reaped  a 
material  advantage,  inasmuch  as  the  scale  of  commission  charges 
are  very  low.  This  Society  held  special  sales  at  Overton  and 
Arlesford,  and  also  special  spring  and  autumn  sales  at  Winchester, 

The  Winchcombe  Co-operative  Auction  Market,  Limited, 
continues  to  increase  its  business.  The  Society  held  fifteen  sales 
during  the  year  at  which  some  6,325  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  calves 
were  sold.  The  Society  report  that  the  trade  for  beef  and  pigs 
during  the  year  was  most  encouraging,  and  though  the  sheep 
trade  was  very  depressed  throughout  the  country,  their  sales  were 
slightly  above  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  Horsham  and  District  Agricultural  Society  also  organised 
a  cattle  sale  during  the  year.  It  is  likely  that  the  society  will 
make  such  sales  a  prominent  feature  of  its  operations  in  future. 

(6)  The  Purchase  of  Requirements 

During  the  year  considerable  progress  was  made  in  this 
branch  of  the  work.  Several  societies  have  largely  extended 
their  membership  and  trade,  their  business  being  carried  on  much 
more  economically  and  efficiently.  The  orders  being  larger,  the 
societies  have  been  able  to  purchase  on  much  better  terms,  and 
take  advantage  of  the  special  railway  rates  for  larger  quantities. 

The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  year's  work  has  been  the 
remarkable  increase  in  trade  done  by  some  of  the  societies  who 
have  given  their  attention  to  the  details  of  their  business.  The 
soundness  of  this  policy  has  been  thoroughly  justified. 

It  has  been  seen  that  owing   to   the  complexity  of  such 
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matters  as  railway  rates,  ports  of  entry,  and  natural  points  for 
distribution,  the  formation  of  District  Federations  must  come,  to  a 
very  large  extent,  into  the  sphere  of  agricultural  organisation,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  attempts  to  organise  these  District 
Federations  were  successfully  undertaken  in  several  districts,  of 
which  mention  will  be  made  later. 

The  majority  of  our  affiliated  societies  are  engaged  in  the 
supply  of  requirements,  which  is  of  all  forms  of  co-operation,  the 
easiest  to  deal  with.  The  societies  have  not  only  enabled  these 
to  effect  considerable  savings,  but  also  to  secure  goods 
of  better  quality.  Further  the  societies  influence  the  prices  and 
quality  of  agricultural  requirements  all  over  the  country  ;  and 
so  benefit  many  farmers  outside  the  Movement.  Although 
many  of  the  societies  have  had  a  very  large  increase  in 
their  turnover,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  do  not,  in  our 
opinion,  allow  sufficient  margin  of  profit.  Whilst  not  losing  sight 
of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  direct  objects  of  a  society  is  to  benefit 
its  members,  we  strongly  urge  the  Committees  of  Management, 
to  pay  more  attention  to  the  future,  and  thus  assist  us  in 
placing  the  Movement  on  the  soundest  possible  basis.  If  some 
of  our  societies  would  charge  a  moderate  commission  for  the  goods 
they  sell,  and  economise  in  the  working  expenses,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  possible  for  them  to  return  to  mem- 
bers a  bonus  of  5  per  cent,  over  and  above  what  has  been  done 
in  the  past.  In  our  opinion  this  is  a  far  sounder  policy  and 
would  tend  to  remove  the  criticism  so  frequently  used  against 
the  movement,  that  it  is  selling  goods  at  unduly  cut  prices. 
We  think  also  that  some  merchants  would  be  more  ready  to 
transact  business  with  our  societies  if  this  course  were  adopted. 
The  following  are  a  few  of  the  most  notable  increases  in  turnover 
during  the  year  : — 

Eastern    Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative 

Association 
Southern   Counties  Agricultural  Trading 

Society 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society 
Newport  and  District  Agricultural  Trading 
'  Society 

Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association 
Clynderwen  and  District  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion 

West  Midland  Farmers' Association 

Framlingham  and  District  Farmers'  Co- 
operative Association 

Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers'  Agri- 
cultural Co-operative  Association  ... 


1909. 

1910. 

£ 

239*425 

.  276,699 

74>37i  •• 

.  87,845 

52,786  .. 

58,210 

34)793  •• 

•  46,551 

23»445 

•  30*734 

19,909 

.  22,949 

15*450 

•  24,317 

15,049  . 

.  18,136 

11,776  . 

•  13,259 

\ 
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Cambs. ,  Hunts.,  and  Isle  of  Ely  Farmers' 

Supply  Association  ... 
Cirencester  Farmers'  Association  ... 
Severn   Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative 

Society 
Emlyn  Agricultural  Society 
Cradoc  Co-operative  Society 
Arderne  Association... 

Llang-adock    and     District  Agricultural 
Society 

Chailey  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative 
Society 

Anglesey  Western  Co-operative  Society  ... 
South  Midlands  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society 

Mid-Cheshire  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society 
Eifionydd  Farmers'  Association 
Battle  and  District  Agricultural  Society  ... 
Horsham  and  District  Agricultural  Society 
Weston    Rhyn  and   District  Agricultural 

Co-operative  Society 
Herefordshire  Farmers'  Association 
Barley  Produce  Association 

The  Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association  has 
had  another  record  year.  The  root,  grass  and  clover  seed  business 
done  by  the  society  has  increased  so  rapidly  that  it  has  become 
necessary  to  take  additional  premises.  The  follou^ing  comparison 
u^ill  shovi^  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Association  during  the  few  years 
of  its  career  : — 


Members 
Acreage 

Nominal  Capital 
Paid-up  Capital  ... 
Sales 

The  West  Midland  Farmers'  Association,  whose  figures  are 
quoted  above,  is  a  striking  example  of  the  wisdom  of  carrying 
out  a  policy  of  close  organisation,  of  large  buying  and  of  employ- 
ment of  expert  management. 

The  Midland  Farmers  Co-operative  Association  of  Notting- 
ham, also  has  been-much  more  active,  as  have  the  Newport  (Salop) 
and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  the  Carmarthen 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  the  Horsham  and  District  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Society  and  many  others. 


1909. 

1910. 

r 

r 

10,048  .. 

10,312 

8,539  •• 

10,982 

7,025  .. 

8,709 

5,764  ... 

7,996 

4,963  ... 

5,756 

4,050  ... 

4,210 

3,002 

5.557 

3,520  ... 

5.753 

2,832  ... 

3,261 

2,4»3  ... 

4,624 

2,713  ••• 

5. 113 

A,y^3 

3,3^4 

1,867  ••• 

2,157 

1,776  ... 

9.713 

1,690  ... 

2,052 

1,576  ... 

2,704 

1,363  ••• 

1.532 

12  months  ended  12  months  ended 

February,  1905.  December,  1910. 

158  943 

61,620  268,890 

;^i,540  10    o  ;£6,722    5  o 

395    5    o  2,185  12  2 

15.400  15    9  276,699    3  5 
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The  Winchester  and  District  Agricultural  Trading-  Society, 
in  April  last  year  changed  its  name  to  that  of  the  Southern  Counties 
Agricultural  Trading  Society.  In  our  last  report  we  gave  the 
names  of  the  societies  that  could  join  with  profit  in  the  formation 
of  a  District  Federation  in  the  Southern  counties,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  of  the  names  there  mentioned,  the  majority 
are  co-operating  with  the  society.  Its  report  states  that  the  total 
membership  of  the  affiliated  societies  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
1 ,054,  which  shows  that  the  number  of  large  and  small  agriculturists 
for  whom  the  society  caters  is  far  greater  than  would  appear  at 
first  sight.  Its  progress  during  the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  period  was  not  a  very  re- 
munerative one  for  farmers.  The  figures  of  the  trading  departs 
ment  are  ;^47,o83  12s.  4d.  During  the  year  a  manager  for  the 
machinery  department,  himself  a  practical  mechanic,  was  appointed, 
whose  expert  advice  and  assistance  have  been  largely  instrumental 
in  increasing  the  sales  of  machinery  since  his  appointment.  The 
Society  contemplates  undertaking  during  the  present  year  (191 1) 
the  repairing  of  machinery  belonging  to  its  members.  Last  season 
the  Committee  arranged  to  shear  members'  sheep  by  machinery. 
In  spite  of  the  difficulties  incidental  to  the  starting  of  a  new  effort 
of  this  sort,  the  venture  proved  satisfactory.  The  number  of  sheep 
shorn  was  between  10,000  and  1 1,000,  and  it  is  proposed  to  employ 
a  similar  machine  for  the  coming  season. 

A  District  Federation  Conference. 

A  Conference  was  held  at  Winchester  on  Friday,  June  loth, 
1910,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  the  formation  of  a  District 
Federation  for  the  Southern  Counties  under  the  scheme  drawn  up 
by  the  A.O.S.  and  the  Joint  Board  for  Trade.  It  was  presided 
over  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  Chairman  ot 
the  Joint  Board  for  Trade,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the 
societies  in  the  Southern  Counties  sent  representatives. 

The  Chairman,  in  his  opening  remarks,  said  he  had  to  congratu- 
late the  meeting  upon  having  selected,  as  their  chairman,  one  with  no 
local  knowledge.  He  thought  that  he  ought  to  say  a  word  about  the 
body  he  represented,  viz.,  the  Joint  Board  for  Agricultural  Organisa- 
tion, and  the  Joint  Board  for  Co-operative  Agricultural  Trading.  The 
idea  which  brought  them  all  together,  and  which  brought  together 
thousands  of  meetings  in  the  United  Kingdom  every  year,  was 
the  feeling  that  combination  was  now  absolutely  essential 
to  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  any  industry.  It  could  not  be 
gainsaid  that  farmers  had  been  more  backward  in  organising  them- 
selves for  the  purposes  of  mutual  advantage  and  protection  than 
had  many  persons  engaged  in  other  important  industrial  or  com- 
mercial callings.    They  were  trying  now  to  remedy  this. 
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As  a  Joint  Board  they  did  not  pretend  to  indix:ate  to  any 
locality  as  to  how  their  local  arrang-ements  should  be  made. 
All  they  said  was  that  the  organisation  of  farmers  throuoh- 
out  the  several  agfricultural  areas  should  be  definitely  arranged. 
They  could  decide  as  to  the  best  units,  and  they  could 
then  establish  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  some  method  of 
drawing  all  those  units  togfether,  so  that  in  business  matters  they 
might  gain  a  large  advantage  for  the  farmer.  They  hoped  to  have 
this  Joint  Board  dealing  with  matters  where  the  English,  Scottish 
and  Irish  Central  Federations  were  jointly  concerned.  Therefore, 
he  hoped  that  they  would  form  a  small  committee  to  determine 
what  was  the  best  unit  or  section  for  the  representation  of  the 
farmers  in  the  Southern  Counties.  He  concluded  by  stating  that 
the  Org-anisation  was  strictly  non-political. 

Capt.  Innes  then  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Hutchins  :  — 

"  That  this  Conference  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  policy 
of   District    Federations  as  approved  by  the  Agricultural 
•o         Organisation  Society  is  a  sound  one,  and  that  a  Special 
Committee  should  be  appointed  by  this  Conference  to  draft 
a  scheme  for  a  District  Federation  for  the  Southern  and 
South-Eastern  Counties." 
This    being-    unanimously    agreed    to,    a    discussion  took 
place,   and  it  was   resolved  on  the  motion    of   Mr,  Montagu 
Fordham,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clark,  that  a  Committee  be  elected  to 
carry  out  the  above  proposals  and  that  all  the  trading  societies  in 
the  Southern  area  should  be  asked  to  nominate  a  member  thereon. 


(7)  How  Societies  are  benefitting  their  Members. 

We  have  this  year  adopted  a  new  method  of  obtaining 
information  from  our  Societies  by  sending-  out  a  special  form,  on 
which  we  ask  the  Secretaries  to  give  some  instances  of  the  benefits 
which  have  resulted  to  the  members.  The  following  are  selected 
from  many  statements  recorded  : — 

The  South  Midland  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

1.  We  keep  down  the  prices  of  farmers'  requisites." 

2.  *'  Our  members  benefit  by  the  expert  advice  given  to 

them  by  the  Manager  as  to  the  trend  of  the  markets 
both  for  buying  and  selling." 

3.  "The  distribution  of  literature  dealing  on  Agriculture." 

4.  "  Lectures  upon  Ag-ricultural  subjects  from  time  to  time." 

5.  "  The  satisfaction  the  members  have  in  feeling  that  they 

are  buying  requirements  of  which  the  quality  is  right." 
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6.  "The  general  information  which  members  procure  from 

the  Society." 

7.  "  Meeting-  one  another  and  discussing  matters  in  our 

members'  room  on  market  days." 

The  Buckingham  Agricultural  Trading  Society. — "We 
have  done  much  to  reduce  the  prices  of  implements  and  fertilizers, 
the  agents  in  the  district  have  lowered  their  prices  owing  to  the 
existence  of  the  society." 

The  Marlow  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. — "Our 
members  benefit  largely  by  the  smaller  profit  the  local  dealers  are 
now  willing  to  take." 

The  Swanbourne  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. — ■ 
^'We  are  helping  to  regulate  the  trade  and  prevent  exorbitant 
prices  being  taken  by  local  dealers.'' 

The  Arderne  Association. — "Our  members'  benefits  have 
been  very  numerous." 

The  Mid-Cheshire  Farmers'  Co-operation. — "We  have 
goods  analysed  for  our  members  when  required,  free  of  charge." 

The  Saffron  Walden  and  District  Farmers'  Association. 
— "We  have  sold  corn  to  the  Co-operative  W^holesale  Society  and 
the  Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Association,  Ipswich,  at  prices 
better  than  we  were  offered  on  the  local  exchange.  We  have  also 
benefited  the  whole  local  farming  community,  as  the  prices  quoted 
by  our  association  have  made  non-members  grumble  with  the 
merchants  in  the  district." 

The  Cirencester  Farmers'  Association. — "  Members,  whilst 
buying  all  their  requirements  of  best  quality  at  the  lowest  possible 
market  prices,  have  received  a  bonus  on  the  turnover  (;^io,982)  of 
4d.  in  the 

The  Lydney  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society. — 
"  We  have  115  members  who  benefit  very  considerably  from  the 
bulking  of  orders  for  feeding  stuff's.  We  pay  a  managing  direc- 
tor who  thoroughly  understands  farmers  and  farming,  and  is  thus 
able  to  give  expert  advice  to  the  society  in  the  foreshadowing  of 
of  its  requirements." 

The  West  Midland  Farmers'  Association  (Trading  Federa- 
tion for  that  District). — "We  sell  wheat  for  our  members.  We 
returned  a  bonus  of  4d.  in  the  £.  Owing  to  the  increase  in  the 
business  of  the  Association  we  have  appointed  a  traveller  who  will 
represent  us  at  markets  not  hitherto  attended." 

The  Barley  Produce  Association. — "  Our  members  are  able 
to  get  their  food  stuffs  cheaper  and  of  more  reliable  quality." 

The  Yalding  Farmers',  Limited. — "Advantages  to  our 
members  lay  largely  in  being  in  touch  with  the  London  markets. 
The  combination  and  security  of  cash  terms  act  favourably  with 
local  markets,  and  better  terms  are  sometimes  obtained  in  special 
■commodities  by  this  means  " 
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The  Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association. — "  Our 
members  buy  requirements  cheaper  and  make  much  more  of  their 
produce  through  us  than  by  ordinary  channels,  the  low  percentage 
of  the  expenses  to  the  turnover  is  the  reason  of  our  success." 

Newport  (Salop)  and  District  Agricultural  Trading 
Society.  — "  By  supplying  the  requirements  at  the  lowest  possible 
prices  and  selling  the  produce  of  our  members  of  whom  a  great 
number  are  smallholders,  we  are  able  to  be  of  benefit  to 
them." 

Weston  Rhyn,  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society. — "  Improved  quality  of  goods  supplied  at  reduced 
prices." 

The  Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers  Co-operative 
Association. — "  One  of  our  members  paid  ^jo  for  a  machine 
from  ordinary  agents,  which  we  were  able  to  supply,  making  a 
handsome  profit,  at  £^6.  Another  member  also  saved  ^^ly  on 
his  cake  contract,  and  another  who  put  us  in  competition  for  the 
order,  was  quoted  £1^0  by  us  as  compared  with  the  next 

lowest  tender,  we  securing  the  order,  and  saving  him  £2^.'' 

The  Chailey  and  District  Co-operative  Farmers. — "We 
have  very  materially  benefited  our  members  by  bulking  orders  and 
consignments,  and  thus  obtaining  the  advantages  of  reduced  cost 
of  produce  and  lower  quotations. " 

The  Horsham  and  District  Agricultural  Society. — "  Dur- 
ing the  year  we  made  contracts  for  cakes  which  in  three 
months  after  had  risen  30s.  per  ton,  which  saving  was  effected  to 
our  members." 

The  Wadhurst  and  Dsitrict  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Association. — "The  existence  of  our  Association  regulates  the 
prices  in  the  district." 

The  Madresfield  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. — 
"The  chief  benefit  given  by  our  Society  to  its  members  has  been 
the  reduction  of  the  prices  of  hop  requisites  generally.  As  there 
are  numbers  of  hop  growers  in  this  district  this  is  a  great  con- 
sideration." 

The  Claydon  and  District  Agricultural  Society. — "We 
have  been  able  to  very  greatly  benefit  our  members  in  the  purchase 
of  coals  and  cycles." 

The  Anglesey  Western  Co-operative  Society. — "Better 
quality  goods  at  less  money." 

The  Cradoc  Co-operative  Society. —  "Obtaining  reliable 
goods  at  lower  rates.  Participating  in  profits  of  the  Society. 
Indirectly,  the  growth  of  the  spirit  of  union  amongst  farmers,  and 
the  breaking  down  of  the  '  clannishness '  and  its  narrow  outlook.  "^ 

Emlyn  Agricultural  Society. — "  Better  prices  for  butter 
and  cheaper  and  better  quality  of  feeding  stuffs  and  seeds." 
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The  Pandy  Tudor  and  District  Agricultural  Co-opera- 
tive Society. — "The  benefits  derived  are  g-enerally  by  obtaining 
goods  at  lower  prices  than  was  formerly  charged  by  dealers,  and 
also  in  obtaining  better  quality.  The  difference  in  manures  is  about 
5s.  per  ton." 

Hawarden  and  District  Farmers' Association. — "It  is 
adrnitted  that  there  is  a  general  saving,  very  much  evidenced  by 
the  increased  membership  and  growing  trade  of  our  Society." 

The  Caerphilly  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society. — "  Our  members  purchase  their  feeding  stuffs  of  better 
qualities  and  cheaper  from  the  Society." 

The  West  Glamorgan  Farmers'  Association. — "We  have 
been  able  to  purchase  goods  of  a  guaranteed  quality  at  less  prices 
than  previously  paid." 

Llandyssul  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. — "  Good 
quality  goods  at  moderate  prices." 

Penrhyncoch  Agricultural  Society. — "We  have  brought 
prices  of  feeding  stuffs,  manure  and  fuel  down  very  consider- 
ably." 

Lledrod  Agricultural  Society. — "  Our  members  get  more 
value  for  their  money  and  goods  of  better  quality." 

Clynnog  Farmers'  Associatoin. — "We  have  had  great 
assistance  from  you  in  drawing  up  returns,  and  we  hope  to  have 
better  railway  facilities  as  a  result  of  the  Conference  and  the 
North  Wales  Section  of  the  A.O.S.  recently  formed." 

Llanidloes  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society. — "Our  members 
buy  better  on  the  whole,  and  the  goods  purchased  from  the  Society 
are  of  a  higher  standard  in  quality." 

Penllyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society.  —  "The 
greatest  benefit  our  members  derive  is  that  they  get  the  best  goods 
at  lowest  possible  prices,  and  are  advised  to  buy  when  the  market 
is  low,  and  there  is  a  tendency  to  rise." 

Many  similar  instances  of  the  benefits  derived  by  members  of 
our  Agricultural  Trading  Societies  could  be  given,  but  the  above 
will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  societies  collectively  purchasing 
agricultural  requirements  are  a  great  benefit  to  the  agricultural 
community,  and  especially  where  expert  managers,  assisted  by 
energetic  committees  of  management  direct  a  society.  It  is  al- 
most needless  to  say  that  if  the  committees  of  management  are 
not  alive  to  the  value  of  systematic  account  keeping,  and 
the  saving  of  every  penny  of  their  discounts  by  discharging  their 
liabilities  at  the  proper  time,  and  also  do  not  insist  that  the  terms 
of  credit  allowed  are  adhered  to,  they  cannot  expect  their  societies 
to  be  the  success  they  might  otherwise  be. 
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(8)  The  Improvement  of  Live  Stock. 

The  most  interesting-  instance  of  the  development  of  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  our  work  is  that  of  the  Leicestershire  and  Rutland 
Cattle  Improvement  Society.  It  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing-  the  yield  of  milk  per  cow  in  the  counties  of  Leicester 
and  Rutland,  by  the  purchase  of  pedigree  bulls,  of  a  deep  milking; 
strain,  for  the  use  of  its  members  in  the  two  counties.  The  society 
should  be  of  considerable  use  to  the  smaller  farmer  specially,  for  it 
has  been  realised  for  some  time  that  his  custom  of  buyin*^ 
cheap  cows  and  so  having-  animals  inferior  in  milking-  qualities  is 
injurious  to  the  dairy  industry.  The  society  was  founded  late  in 
the  year  so  that  there  is  not  much  to  record  as  yet  in  respect  of  its 
work.  Several  pedig-ree  bulls,  however,  have  been  purchased  and 
placed  out  in  various  parts  of  the  two  counties. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  confine  itself  to  the 
hiring  of  pedigree  bulls  to  its  members,  they  will  undertake  the 
inspection  of  their  herds  as  well. 

Another  new  society  has  been  formed  at  Tiverton  in  Somerset, 
called  the  Tiverton  Farmers  and  Shire  Horse  Society,  Ltd. 
The  main  business  will  be  for  some  time  to  improve  the  breed  of 
horses  in  the  district.  It  had  not  commenced  operations  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  but  was  hoping  to  do  so  early  in  191 1. 

Several  of  the  trading  societies  are  also  interested  in  the  im- 
provement of  different  kinds  of  live  stock. 
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IV.— SMALL  HOLDINGS  AND  ALLOTMENTS 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  give  extracts  from  a  circular  letter 
issued  by  the  A.O.S.  in  November,  1907,  to  the  Local  Authorities 
of  the  country  which  call  attention  to  the  great  advantages  to  be 
derived  by  working  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1907, 
as  far  as  possible,  through  co-operative  land  renting  associations. 

"  My  Committee  venture  to  suggest  that,  as  a  preliminary  to 
the  provision  of  small  holdings,  your  Council  should  take  steps 
through  this  society  to  organise  those  desirous  of  obtaining  them 
into  co-operative  societies  having  power  to  acquire  land  and  sub- 
let it  to  members.  Under  Section  4,  Sub-section  3  of  the  Small 
Holdings  Act,  1892,  County  Councils  have  power  to  let  land  to 
such  societies,  and  the  power  is  confirmed  by  Section  9  of  the 
1907  Act.  " 

"  The  formation  of  these  societies  would  greatly  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  County  Council  in  providing  small  holdings  since 
they  would  be  dealing,  in  any  district,  with  a  single  body  instead 
of  with  a  large  number  of  individual  holders.  The  rents,  too, 
would  be  collected  by  the  Society  and  paid  to  the  Council  in  one 
lump  sum.  The  holders,  moreover,  being  already  co-operatively 
organised,  could  undertake  without  difficulty  the  purchase  of 
requirements  or  sale  of  produce  on  co-operative  lines,  or  any  other 
form  of  agricultural  co-operation." 

"  The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  is  prepared  to  provide 
model  rules  tor  such  small  holdings  societies,  to  send  down  an 
organiser  to  explain  how  these  societies  are  formed,  to  see  to  the 
iormalities  of  registration,  and  to  give  subsequent  guidance  when 
needed." 

In  like  manner,  where  there  is  a  demand  for  allotments,  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  will  be  pleased  to  assist  in  the 
formation  of  a  co-operative  allotments  society  for  the  purpose  of 
making  collective  application  for  land  to  the  Parish  Council  or 
Urban  District  Council." 
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"Under  Section  9  and  Section  21  Sub-section  (3)  of  the  1907 
Act,  Councils  are  also  empowered  to  let  land  to  any  association  (not 
necessarily  co-operative)  "  formed  for  the  purposes  of  creating-  or 
promoting-  the  creation  of  small  holdings  and  so  constituted  that 
the  division  of  profits  amongst  the  members  of  the  association  is 
prohibited  or  restricted."  Where  is  it  contemplated  to  form  such 
an  association  and  to  register  it  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies'  Act,  the  Agfricultural  Organisation  Society  is  prepared  to 
give  the  same  assistance  as  in  the  case  of  a  society  which  is 
strictly  co-operative." 

*'  Where  small  holding's  or  allotments  are  provided  and  let  to 
the  occupiers  individually,  it  is  evidently  contemplated  by  the  1907 
Act  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  organise  the  holders  into  co- 
operative societies  for  the  various  purposes  mentioned  in  Clause 
39,  Sub-section  (i).  In  the  formation  of  societies  for  these 
purposes  (including  societies  for  carrying  on  rural  industries,  a 
purpose  not  specifically  mentioned),  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  will  be  pleased,  in  due  course,  to  place  its  experience  at 
the  disposal  of  your  Council.  It  is  worth  pointing  out  that  the 
powers  of  the  County  Council  are  not  confined  to  the  promotion  of 
co-operative  societies  in  connection  with  small  holdings  which 
they  have  themselves  provided,  and  that  they  can  assist  in  forming 
such  societies  for  the  benefit  of  the  existing  small  occupiers  in  any 
district  in  the  county.  The  establishment  of  agricultural  co- 
operative societies  would,  indeed,  be  very  useful  in  preparing  the 
way  for  the  extension  of  the  small  holdings  system,  since  it  creates 
conditions  favourable  to  the  success  of  small  holdings  and  pro- 
bably would  result  in  many  cases  in  their  being  provided  without 
any  further  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  County  Council  being 
necessary." 

A  striking  and  gratifying  support  to  the  foregoing  views  is  to 
be  found  in  the  "  Annual  Report  for  1910  of  Proceedings  Under  the 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1908,  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,"  in  which  the  Small  Holdings  Com- 
missioners state  : — 

''The  provision  in  the  Act  empowering  Councils  to  let  land  to 
Associations  formed  for  the  purpose  of  creating  or  promoting 
the  creation  of  small  holdings  and  so  constituted  that  the  division 
of  profits  amongst  the  members  of  the  Association  is  prohibited 
or  restricted  has  proved  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  practical 
methods  of  establishing  small  holdings,  and  we  are  strongly  of 
opinion  that  Councils  would  be  well  advised  to  encourage  such 
Associations  as  much  as  possible,  provided  they  are  properly 
constituted  and  are  financially  sound.  Since  the  Act  came  into 
operation  4,135  acres  have  been  let  to  30  Associations  by  15  County 
Councils  and  three  Councils  of  County  Boroughs,  and  this  land  has 
been  sublet  by  the  Associations  to  553  tenants.'* 
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"  The  following-  statement  shows  the  cases  in  which  land  has 
been  let  to  small  holdings  associations  during  1910  : — 


County  Council. 


ENGLAND. 
Bedford 

Bucks 

Cambridge ... 

Dorset 

Herts 

Surrey 


Worcester 


WALES. 
Glamorgan... 

County  Boroughs. 
Newcastle-on  -Tyne 
Cardiff   


Name  of  A.ssociation. 


Number  of 
Tenants  under 
Association . 


Kempson    Small  Holdings 

Society,  Ltd. 
Potton  and  District  Small 

Holders,  Ltd. 
Cuddington  Small  Holders, 

Ltd. 

Over  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 
Stour  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Bushey  Co-operative  Small 

Holdings  and  Allotments 

Association,  Ltd. 
Epsom  and  vSutton  District 

Small  Holdings  Society 
Addlestone     Co  -  operative 

Small     Holdings  and 

Allotments  Society. 
East  Worcestershire  Small 

Holdings  and  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd. 
North  Bromsgrove  Market 

Gardeners,  Ltd. 


Barry  Small  Holdings 
Tenants  Association, 
Ltd. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Small 
Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 

Cardiff  Land  Holders  Co- 
operative Association, 
Ltd. 


Total? 


271 


Area  let 


a.  r.  p. 

76  1  33 

108  o  o 

82  2  29 

79  3  35 

98  2  28 

25  3  9 

114  I  o 

II  20 


46    o  o 


184    o  o 


»8    3  o 

258     O  12 


1,196    o  26 


Recently  formed  societies  in  possession  of  land  show  every 
prospect  of  being  ultimately  successful,  but  very  few  of  them 
have  yet  grasped  what  benefits  they  can  obtain  by  the  full  use  of 
co-operation.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  direction  of  co-operative 
trading  or  insurance,  and  the  societies  have  not  been  long-  enough 
established  to  deal  with  the  co-operative  distribution  of  produce. 

There  is  sufficient  data  available,  however,  to  prove  that  the 
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societies  which  sprang  into  existence  as  the  result  of  the  passing- 
of  the  Small  Holding-s  Act  have  been  established  on  rio^ht  lines, 
and  that  the  movement  will  survive,  and  prove  successful,  but  a 
great  deal  of  bitter  experience  will  be  saved  the  small  holders  if 
means  can  be  devised  to  help  them  during  the  early  stages  of 
their  career.  Organisers  are  required  with  restricted  areas  under 
their  control,  and  each  area  must  be  served  by  a  strong  central 
trading  society  if  members  of  the  local  societies  are  to  take  full 
advantage  of  co-operative  purchase. 

Given  a  sufficient  staff  of  organisers  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
development  of  Agricultural  Organisation  amongst  small  holders. 
Among  the  tenants  of  one  of  the  farms  rented  by  a  small  holding 
society  are  three  dairymen  with  separate  "rounds"  in  the  adjoin- 
ing town  ;  other  holders  cn  the  same  farm  produce  milk  to  sell 
wholesale  to  other  dairymen.  Here  is  all  the  material  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  successful  dairy  society  with  a  model  dairy  and  retail 
trade,  but  the  scheme  hangs  fire  as  no  one  can  spare  the  time  to 
carry  it  through.  Similar  cases  exist  up  and  down  the  country, 
and  unless  there  are  local  sympathisers  who  have  the  ability  and 
time  to  organise  the  men  and  carry  through  the  preliminary  ar- 
rangements, the  A.O.S.  is  not  at  present  in  a  position  to  help. 

A  great  work  remains  to  be  done  among  existing  unregistered 
allotment  societies,  of  which  there  are  a  ^ery  large  number,  often 
four  or  five  in  the  same  town,  and  none  of  them  making  use  of  co- 
operative purchase.  The  difficulty  is  to  get  in  touch  with  their 
secretaries  and  committees.  A  district  organiser  could  do  this  and 
should  soon  be  in  a  position  to  form  a  strong  registered  society 
to  embrace  all  the  allotment  holders  in  a  given  district. 

Another  striking  instance  of  the  value  of  these  associations  is 
that  of  the  King's  Langley  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  x\llot- 
ments  Co-operative  Society,  which  is  conducting  a  work  that  has 
already  ceased  to  be  an  experiment,  and  is  likely  to  serve  as  an 
example  for  many  places  throughout  the  country. 

The  Epsom  and  Sutton  District  Small  Holdings  Society  have 
entered  into  a  lease  with  the  Surrey  County  Council  to  rent  125 
acres  of  the  North  Looe  Farm,  Ewell.  Under  the  lease  the 
Society  will  be  able  to  let  land  in  plots  of  from  two  acres  at  a  rent 
varying  from  £^2.  5s.  to  £2  los.  an  acre.  The  council  have  agreed 
to  erect  a  limited  number  of  cottages,  the  rent  of  which  will 
be  at  the  rate  of  5^  per  cent,  of  the  cost.  As  an  illustra- 
tion, for  a  holding  ot  two  acres  with  a  cottage  costing  £.100, 
the  rent  would  be  ;^i6  per  annum,  or  about  6s.  3d.  per 
week,  while  that  of  a  holding  of  five  acres  would  be  ;^23  los, 
per  annum.  Applicants  for  land  through  the  society  had  to 
satisfy  the  Committee  of  their  ability  to  cultivate  properly  their 
holding  and  that  they  possessed  capital  equal  to  £\o  per  acre. 

The  Stotfold,  Mere,  Wollaston,  Biggleswade,  Sutton  (Isle  of 
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Ely),  Winchester,  Kini^-sthorpe,  Cardiff  Land  Holders,  etc.,  etc., 
also  afford  striking"  illustrations  of  the  value  of  co-operation 
in  reg-ard  to  the  acquisition  of  land,  and  we  are  specially  pleased 
to  record  that  one  of  our  oldest"  associations,  the  Aylestone, 
still  continues  on  its  most  successful  career.  This  latter  society 
has  had  such  a  good  year  that  it  has  decided  to  make  a  reduction 
in  the  rents  of  members  holding  land  from  it. 

In  response  to  inquiries  addressed  to  Small  Holding-  Societies 
affiliated  to  the  A.O.  S.  as  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
Co-operative  Associations,  we  received  most  gratifying  replies^ 
from  which  we  give  the  following-  extracts. 

The  North  Bromsgrove  Market  Gardeners  (Worcester- 
shire).— In  obtaining  land.  In  purchasing  seed  potatoes  in  bulkj 
which  allow  of  their  distribution  to  members  at  prices  which  they 
could  not  obtain  them  as  isolated  individuals." 

Stotfold  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society  (Bedford- 
shire).—" By  owning-  horses,  ploug-hs,  harrows,  and  hiring  thern 
to  members  at  a  small  charge,  and  thus  making  the  members 
independent  of  outside  sources.  Another  advantage  :  our  mem- 
bers only  pay  rent  yearly,  whilst  individuals  have  to  pay  half- 
yearly  to  the  authorities.'' 

Coates  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society  (Yorks). — 
"  By  our  system  of  trading  we  retail  coal,  mauure,  and  Scotch 
seed  potatoes  in  small  quantities  at  the  same  rate  as  though  the 
members  purchased  truck-loads,  a  thing  impossible  in  this  district 
before  our  Society  was  formed." 

Ov^ER  Small  Holdings  Association  (Cambs). — -^^  In  obtaining- 
land.  If  there  had  been  no  Society  it  is  not  likely  that  any  land 
would  have  been  obtained.  We  have  also  assisted  in  keeping- 
rates  down  by  paying  them  collectively." 

St.  Budeaux  Allotment  Society  (Devon).— "  By  obtaining  al- 
lotments and  enabling  our  members  to  grow  their  own  vegetables." 

The  Bushey  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 
Society  (Herts). — "  In  obtaining  land  for  our  members,  otherwise 
impossible." 

Kings  Langley  and  District  Allotment  Society  (Herts). — 
"  By  obtaining  land  and  securing  a  fourteen  years'  lease,  thus  giv- 
ing an  opportunity  to  our  members  to  erect  pig  styes,  fowl  houses, 
etc.,  which  could  not  have  been  done  individually." 

Halsthad  Small  Holdings  Society  (Kent). —  "  By  hiring  vans 
and  thereby  getting  our  fruit  on  the  market  sooner  and  in  better 
condition." 

Sutton  Valence  Small  Holdings  (Kent). — "  By  obtaining 
small  holdings  which  have  enabled  our  men  to  find  work  when 
it  has  otherwise  been  slack." 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Sal\ll  Holdings  Society 
(Leicester).  — "  By  helping  our  members  to  get  land,  which  they 
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were  not  able  to  do  as  individuals.  ]U  i^ettintf  seeds,  trees,  and 
anything"  they  require  at  ahnost  wholesale  prices,  and  also  making" 
arrangements  which  will  enable  them  to  erect  houses." 

Newfoundpool  Co-operative  Allotments  Society  (Leices- 
ter).—" By  rendering  help  to  our  members  who  are  sick,  or 
who  are  out  of  employment,  paying  their  rent  for  them  out  of  a 
special  reserve  fund  created  for  that  purpose," 

Oadby  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association  (Leices- 
ter).— "  By  obtaining  land,  implements,  seeds,  etc.  The  A.O.S. 
has  helped  us  more  than  we  can  describe." 

The  Lincolnshire  and  Norfolk  Small  Holdings  Asso- 
ciation (Lincoln). — By  providing,  equipping,  and  letting  suitable 
land  in  small  holdings  and  allotment  homesteads,  and  grazing 
rights  at  reasonable  rents,  and  by  encouraging  co-operation  in  the 
establishment  of  a  credit  and  trading  society." 

Plumstead  Common  Allotment  Association  (Kent). — "By 
obtaining  land,  seeds  and  tools  on  terms  individuals  could  not 
obtain  them." 

Clipston  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society  (North- 
ants).—"  By  obtaining  and  letting  land  to  members  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  unable  to  obtain  it  as  individuals." 

Kingsthorpe  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotment 
Society  (Northants). — "  If  this  society  had  not  been  formed,  we 
should  have  been  unable  to  obtain  land  in  this  district." 

Brislington  Allotments,  Ltd.  (Somerset). — "We  have 
benefited  our  members  in  obtaining  seeds  and  manures,  and  by 
holding  a  show  of  vegetables,  etc.  Our  members  pride  themselves 
upon  the  fact  that  they  belong  to  our  Association." 

Epsom  and  Sutton  District  S:mall  Holders  (Surrev). — "  By 
inducing  the  County  Council  to  acquire  the  farm  and  develop  it 
for  small  holdings.  Sixteen  cottages  are  now  being  erected  for 
our  Society." 

Guildford  and  District  Allotment  Holding  Society 
(Surrey). — By  obtaining  land  with  a  fixity  of  tenure.  We 
realise  that  without  the  aid  of  co-operation,  anyone  would  not 
have  been  certain  of  his  holding  for  a  period  of  more  than 
six  months.    This  result  has  been  a  real  benefit  to  us." 

Coventry  Allotment  Holders  (Warwick). — "  WV  have  ob- 
tained land  by  co-operation  for  14  years  by  paying  a  rent  of 
£4.  15s.  per  acre  as  compared  with  the  ruling  average  of  ;^,9  per 
acre." 

London  Road  Allotments  (Warwick). — "  We  have  obtained 
land  co-operatively  at  £4  15s.  per  acre,  previouslv  let  to  individuals 
at  ^8." 

East  Worcestershire  Co-operative  Allotments  Society 
(Warwick).  — "  In  getting  land,  buying  seeds,  and  co-operating 
to  dispose  of  produce." 


The  Oakdale  Small  Holdings  Association  (Dorset). — "In 
being-  able  to  market  our  produce  at  Bournemouth  and  other  large 
towns.  Our  members  are  very  grateful  for  the  legislation  which 
made  small  holdings  possible." 

The  H a. m worthy  Allotments  Association  (Dorset). — By 
being  able  to  get  the  land  direct  from  the  owner,  Lord  Wimborne, 
at  a  reasDnable  rent." 

The  Winchester  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Associa- 
tion (Hants).  —  I.  By  getting  a  reduction  of  rent  from  6d.  to  5d. 
per  rod  per  annum.  2.  By  getting  better  terms  of  tenancy  and 
allowance  of  compensation  for  growing  crops  should  the  land 
be  required  at  any  time  for  building  or  improvement  purposes. 
The  A.O.S.  has  been  of  very  great  help  to  us  in  securing  advan- 
tages for  our  members,  and  with  general  advice  at  all  times  when 
needed." 

The  Passfield  Co-operative  Land  Society  (Hants). — "  By 
supph  ing  our  members  with  seeds  and  potatoes  at  prices  cheaper 
than  they  were  hitherto  able  to  get  them.  Cheaper  allotments 
with  better  terms." 

The  Cardiff  Land  Holders'  Co-operative  Association 
(Glamorgan). — "  By  acquiring  the  holdings.  It  might  be  noted 
that  some  of  our  members  employ  other  members,  thus  practising 
true  co-operation." 

Cardiff  Allotments  and  Small  Holders  (Glamorgan). — 
By  co-operating  in  the  purchase  of  requirements." 

(1)  The  Lincolnshire  and  Norfolk  Small  Holdings 

Association. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Steward's  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Diggle)  Report  of  this  affiliated  Society's  work  for  1910. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  exceptional  activity  in  several 
directions.  During  the  year  the  Association  has  leased  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  Walpole  House  Farm  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  containing  364a.  3r.  26p.  With  the  consent  of 
the  Office  of  Woods,  the  Association  has  sublet  on  lease  about 
i2oa.  of  Crown  land  in  Wingland  to  the  Co-partnership  Farms, 
Ltd.,  a  responsible  society  which  is  endeavouring  to  apply  the 
principle  of  co-partnership  and  profit-sharing  to  the  working  of  an 
agricultural  farm.  The  conditions  of  letting  provide  for  the  good 
cultivation  of  the  land,  and  the  farm,  known  as  the  '  Co-partner- 
ship P'arm,'  is  partly  used  for  the  production  of  fruit,  flowers,  etc. 
The  Association's  estate  now  comprises  972  acres  leased  from 
Earl  Carrington,  957  acres  of  Crown  land  at  Walpole  and  Wing- 
land,  leased  from  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  together  with 
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337  acres  in  Norfolk,  making  a  total  of  2,266  cLcres,    There  are  53 
houses  on  the  estate,  and  the  total  number  of  tenants  is  2qo. 

"  During-  the  year  the  equipment  of  the  Walpole  and  Wingland 
farm  of  957  acres  has  been  completed.  As  a  single  farm  the  build- 
ings comprised  the  farmhouse,  two  blocks  of  farm  buildings,  and 
eleven  labourers'  cottages.  Twelve  families  were  housed  when  all 
the  cottages  were  occupied.  As  a  small-holdings  farm,  two  families 
reside  in  the  commodious  farmhouse  (divided  into  two  tenements), 
ten  small  holders  reside  in  the  labourers'  cottages  (to  each  of  which 
a  dairy  is  now  attached),  the  manager  of  the  Co-partnership 
Farms,  Ltd.,  lives  in  the  eleventh  cottage,  and  fourteen  new  houses 
have  been  built  and  are  occupied  as  follows  :  Ten  by  small-holders, 
one  by  the  tenant  of  an  allotment-homestead,  and  three  by  share- 
holding workmen  on  the  Co-partnership  Farm.  Thus,  27  families 
are  housed  on  the  farm. 

"  The  main  block  of  farm  buildings  is  divided  into  eight  sections 
and  let  to  small  holders  and  to  the  Co-operative  Trading  Society, 
and  fourteen  sets  of  buildings  for  small  holders  have  been  erected. 
As  a  single  farm  the  houses  and  buildings  were  insured  against 
fire  for  ;^5,200,  the  houses  and  buildings  are  now  insured  in  the 
sum  of  1,800.  The  Walpole  and  Wingland  farm  is  believed 
to  provide  the  most  striking  example  in  the  Eastern  counties — 
and  probably  throughout  the  country — of  a  practical  effort  to 
apply  progressive  principles  and  methods  to  the  holding  of  agri- 
cultural land  and  the  promotion  of  rural  welfare.  Security  of 
tenure  has  been  ensured  to  capable  tenants  by  the  holding  of  the  ^ 
farm  on  a  twenty-one  years'  lease  by  a  responsible  association. 
At  the  same  time,  the  small  holders  have  freedom  to  move  on 
short  notice  if  they  wish  to  improve  their  position,  and  they  can 
appeal  from  the  agent  to  a  sympathetic  Board  in  any  dispute 
The  small  holders  proper  are  working  under  conditions  of.economic 
independence.  The  co-partnership  system  gives  an  opportunity 
for  labourers,  with  insufficient  capital  to  take  small  holdings,  to 
share  in  any  profits  made.  The  allotment  homestead  (the  cottage 
with  five  acres)  gives  a  direct  incentive  to  intensive  cultivation. 
The  allotments  extending  from  one  to  five  acres  are  of  great  utility 
to  the  labourer,  the  cottager,  and  the  small  fruit  grower,  while  the 
right  to  turn  horse,  cow,  or  sheep  on  the  common  pasture  land, 
under  a  carefully  arranged  system  at  definite  charges,  meets  the 
varying  needs  for  pasturage  amongst  cottagers  generally,  without 
encouraging  the  looseness  in  working  and  ihe  deterioration  ot  land 
which  result  from  the  communistic  system. 

"  Further,  the  establishment  on'  the  farm  of  a  Co-operative 
Trading  Society,  owning  a  mill  for  grinding  home-grown  corn, 
offers  several  ;idvantages  to  small  holders,  not  the  least  being  the 
chance  to  the  average  man  of  learning,  at  committees  and  business 
meetings,  better  business  methods  by  contact  with  men  of  keener 
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insig^ht  and  broader  outlook  than  himself.  Finally,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  social  hall  in  the  centre  of  the  holdings,  it  is  hoped 
to  raise  the  standard  of  culture  and  taste  among-st  the  people,  and 
to  demonstrate  to  them  that  the  taking  of  an  intelligent  interest  in 
social  life  and  national  well-being  need  not  prejudice  the  successful 
cultivation  of  a  small  holding.  There  is  every  indication  that  the 
results  of  the  creation  of  small  holdings,  allotments,  and  grazing 
rights  will  be  satisfactory  from  the  economic  point  of  view,  more 
people  are  settled  on  the  land,  and  the  small  holders,  with  rare 
exceptions,  will  pay  their  way  and  increase  their  capital,  live  stock 
and  effects.  But  it  is  too  early  to  speak  with  confidence  of  the 
success  of  the  Trading  Society  and  of  the  social  movement. 

My  1909  report  mentioned  that  the  management  committee  of 
the  Association  had  decided  to  hold  in  hand  part  of  Walpole  House 
Farm  (leased  from  Michaelmas,  1909)  and  to  farm  it  for  the  season 
pending  the  construction  of  the  new  cottages  and  buildings  for 
small  holders.  About  177  acres  were  so  retained,  50  acres  being 
in  a  very  foul  condition.  The  object  was  to  put  the  land  into  better 
form  for  occupation  by  incoming  small  holders  at  Michaelmas, 
1910,  providing  them  with  straw  and  roots  for  the  current  winter. 
On  the  request  of  a  responsible  firm  of  sugar  manufacturers,  it  was 
decided  to  grow  sugar-beet  on  part  of  the  land  as  an  experiment, 
and  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  this  firm  to  grow  the  crop  and 
deliver  the  beet  at  Sutton  Bridge  for  shipment  to  Holland.  The 
grass  land  was  let  for  the  season,  and  in  order  to  farm  the  arable 
land  the  teams  and  implements  owned  by  the  Co-partnership 
Farms,  Ltd.,  were  hired.  The  season  19 10  was  not  a  favourable 
one  and  the  sunless  summer  was  against  the  sugar-beet.  The  net 
result  was  a  small  profit  on  the  land  farmed  (apart  from  the  sugar- 
beet),  and  a  heavier  loss  on  15a.  of  sugar  beet.  The  output  of 
beet  was  a  fair  average,  viz.,  14  tons  per  acre,  at  17s.  per  ton,  but 
the  costs  of  cultivation — lifting,  cleaning,  haulage,  loading  into 
barge,  etc. — were  exceptionally  heavy,  all  the  team  labour  having 
to  be  hired.  The  result  gives  little  indication  of  what  might  be 
achieved  either  on  an  ordinary  farm  or  on  a  small  holding  on  which 
a  small  holder  himself  could  provide  the  team  and  manual  labour. 
*'As  in  the  production  of  sugar-beet  a  large  proportion  of  the 
cost  is  represented  by  labour,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a 
safe  and  profitable  crop  for  the  small  holder,  provided  a  factory 
were  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

"There  are  again  no  arrears  of  rent  out  of  a  total  of  about 
;^4,ooo,  except  a  small  amount  in  dispute.  The  management  of  the 
small  holders,  with  few  exceptions,  continues  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
the  land  is  generally  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Hope  Pole  Farm 
particularly  has  greatly  improved  in  this  respect  since  it  was 
broken  up  into  small  holdings.  The  demand  for  land  is  as 
pressing  as  in  any  previous  year,  although  the  cold  and  sunless 


summer  was  not  favounible  to  abundant  \  ields,  and  several  tenants 
suffered  from  the  wet  and  perished  state  of  parts  of  the  land.  I 
notice  that  two  tenants  on  Cowbit  House  Farm  have  appHed  to 
the  Holland  County  Council  for  small  holdings,  on  the  g-round 
that  the  holding's  they  occupy  under  the  Association  are  too  small. 

The  sons  of  old  tenants,  now  g-rown  up,  are  applying- for  land, 
and  the  Association  is  not  able  to  meet  their  wishes.  Towards  the 
end  of  1909,  at  a  meeting  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Association, 
the  question  of  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  associations  was  intro- 
duced and  briefly  considered.  Subsequently,  at  a  special  meeting, 
at  which  the  members  of  the  Norfolk  Small  Holdings  Association 
were  invited  to  attend,  it  was  agreed  that  the  members  present 
were  prepared  to  consider  favourably  a  scheme  of  amalgamation 
on  receipt  of  further  particulars." 

"Further  meetings  were  held  and  a  report  presented  by  Mr. 
James  A.  Parsons,  of  King's  Lynn,  solicitor  to  the  Norfolk  Small 
Holdings  Association  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Parsons  was  instruc- 
ted to  proceed  on  the  lines  indicated.  It  was  reported  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  that  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  Small  Holdings 
Associations  had  been  effected,  and  that  the  registered  title  of  the 
new  Association  was  the  Lincolnshire  and  Norfolk  Small  Holdings 
Association,  Limited." 

The  Co-partnership  Farms,  Ltd.,  to  which  Mr.  Diggle  refers 
is  also  one  of  our  affiliated  societies.  It  is  a  most  interesting 
example  of  the  Co-partnership  principle  as  applied  to  farming,  and 
is  the  only  one  in  our  movement. 

(2)  Co-operation  and  Allotments  in  Coventry. 

Early  in  1910  a  large  demand  for  allotments  was  found 
to  exist  in  the  Radford  district  of  the  town,  and  as  the  Corporation 
were  owners  of  a  small  holding  of  a  little  over  ten  acres  in  extent, 
which  w^as  let  at  £^  5s.  an  acre,  or  (in  round  figures)  ;^.^2  los.  a 
year,  application  was  made  to  them  for  the  same  for  allotment 
purposes.  It  was  offered  to  the  applicants  at  £g  i6s.  an  acre, 
including  rates,  or  ;^8  los.  an  acre  net,  an  increase  of  £42  los.  a 
year.  This  off"er  was  refused,  but  the  applicants,  acting  on  the 
advice  of  Mr.  Streetly,  on  behalf  of  the  Federation  of  Allotments 
and  Small  Holdings  Association  of  Coventry  and  District,  decided 
to  form  a  Co-operative  Land  Holding  Society  under  A.O.S. 
Rules,  and  apply  again.  This  was  done,  and  ultimately,  after 
prolonged  discussion,  the  land  was  obtained  by  the  Coventry  Allot- 
ments, Limited,  on  a  fourteen  years'  lease  at  £4  15s.  an  acre, 
or  in  round  figures,  ;^^47  los.  a  year.  LTnder  the  original  offer  of 
the  Corporation,  this  rent  would  have  been  £8^  a  year  ;  so  that, 
by  co-operation,  an  annual  saving  of  ;^^37  los.  is  made,  or  ;£o-5 
the  fourteen  years. 
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In  another  part  of  the  City,  the  London  Road  Allotments 
(Coventryj,  Limited,  has  ag^reed  to  take  over  thirteen  acres  of  land 
belonging-  to  the  Corporation  and  let  to  ninety-five  tenants  holding- 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  each  at  22s.,  a  garden  (including  rates),  or 
year  net,  together  with  ten  acres  of  adjacent  land,  for  which 
under  old  conditions  a  net  rent  of  j^So  a  year  would  have  been 
charged,  on  a  lease  for  14  years  at  £^  15s.  an  acre  all  round — a 
saving  of  ^S^-  ^  year,  or  ;^920  los.  in  the  period  granted  by 

the  lease.  These  two  societies  accordingl}'  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain their  land,  by  co-operating,  at  an  annual  saving  of  ;^^io3  5s., 
or  ;^ri,449  in  the  fourteen  years,  if  the  rents  at  which  they  obtain 
their  land  are  compared  with  the  rents  originally  charged  or  sug- 
gested by  the  providing-  authority. 

By  the  success  obtained  by  these  two  societies  the  co-operative 
principal  in  land  holding-  has  been  firmly  established  in  the  City, 
a  maximum  rent  of  £^  15s.  an  acre  for  allotments  has  been 
established  and  four  other  societies  have  been  registered,  and  are 
endeavouring-  to  obtain  the  co-operative  control  of  the  land  they 
cultivate.  Much  more  than  this  has  been  done,  for  men  who 
commence  to  co-operate  in  one  matter  soon  find  out  that  Co- 
operation will  pay  them  in  many  other  matters. 

The  Coventry  Allotments,  Ltd.,  by  the  end  of  the  first  year  of 
their  tenancy  expect  to  complete  the  adaptation  of  their  land  at  a 
cost  of  £s7y  compared  with  ^69  which  was  the  amount  of  the 
lowest  tender  they  were  able  to  obtain  for  the  whole  of  the  work. 
They  are  preparing  a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  Club, 
Institute  and  Depot  as  part  of  their  allotment  work,  and  are  also 
considering  the  details  of  a  small  co-partnership  tenants  scheme 
for  certain  of  their  members  who  require  houses  and  land.  In 
addition  to  this  there  will  shortly  be  in  the  two  societies  246  allot- 
ment holders,  holding-  their  land  co-operatively,  working  and 
prepared  to  continue  working  in  all  matters  which  affect  them,  on 
co-operative  lines  to  their  permanent  benefit,  and  to  the  general 
advantage  of  the  city  in  which  they  live,  and  of  which  they  form  a 
very  useful  part. 

Virtually  all  the  allotment  holders  in  Coventry  are  workers  in 
the  various  manufactures  in  the  city,  where  in  flush  times  of  trade, 
as  at  present,  there  is  much  overtime.  The  city  is  rapidly  extend- 
ing, and  anything  like  a  garden  suburb  is  not  to  be  seen,  and  so  it 
is  an  enormous  benefit  to  the  men  to  get  the  light  and  air  to  be 
obtained  on  an  allotment. 

As  in  twenty-six  years,  Coventry  has  doubled  its  population,  the 
demand  for  allotments  is  fast  increasing,  and  only  by  co-operative 
action  can  suitable  ground  be  saved  from  the  speculative  builder. 
Tiie  city  has  suffered  and  may  again  suffer  from  bad  times,  and 
the  men  feel  that  in  the  possession  of  an  allotment  they  secure  a 
very  practical  insurance  against  some  of  the  evils  of  unemployment. 
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It  sl'iOu'd  also  be  st.'iltjd  that  in  a  number  of  instance's  wives 
and  children  of  the  allotment  holders  have,  by  spending-  a  great 
deal  of"  time  in  the  gardens,  prevented  the  development  of"  symptoms 
which  pointed  to  the  great  white  scoiirg-e  of  modern  industrial 
life. 

We  should  like  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  propaganda  work  done  on  behalf  of  Ag-ricultural 
Co-operation  by  the  Federation  of  Allotinents  and  Small  Mold- 
ings Association  of  Coventry  and  District. 

(3)  The  Yorkshire  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings 

Association. 

This  Association  made  an  arrangement  in  1909  with  the  A. O.S. 
that  the  part  time  services  of  an  Organiser  should  be  at  their  dis- 
posal for  org-anising-  co-operation  especially  among-st  small  holders 
and  small  holdings  applicants.  During-  the  first  year's  working-  it 
was  found  that  the  chief  requirement  of  the  district  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  progressix  e  agi  icultural  trading-  associations  to  which 
the  small  holders  could  become  attached.  The  Association  has 
therefore  during-  the  year  1910,  while  still  keeping  a  separate 
financial  existence,  practicallv  merg-ed  its  work  into  that  of  the 
North  Eastern  Counties  Ag-ricultural  Organisation  Committee,  as 
that  body  was  in  a  position  to  more  el1ecti\  ely  organise  co-operation 
amongst  farmers. 

In  cases,  however,  where  g-roups  of  small  holdings  applicants 
required  land,  the  Association  has  been  able  to  do  useful  work  in 
helping-  to  negotiate  with  the  County  Councils  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  securing  the  land. 

The  Association  also  gave  practical  assistance  in  appealing 
for  subscriptions  to  the  Relief  Fund  on  behalf  of  the  small  holders 
and  allotment  holders  whose  crops  were  damaged  by  a  severe 
cloud-burst  and  flood  in  North-east  Yorkshire  in  May,  19 10.  A 
large  sum  of  money  was  received  which  enabled  all  the  small 
Jiolders  to  recover  their  loss  in  full. 
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V.    CO-OPERATIVE  SALE  OF  FRUIT  AND 
MARKET  GARDEN  PRODUCE. 

Considerations  of  space  will  not  allow  us  to  g'ive  more  than 
a  few  instances  of  the  valuable  work  in  this  side  of  our  Movement. 

During-  the  year  the  most  interesting  development  was  the 
formation  of  the  Federated  Growers,  Ltd.,  Smithfield  Market,  Bir- 
mingham This  society  w^as  brought  into  existence  as  a  result  of 
a  Conference  of  Delegates  from  Agricultural  and  Distributive 
Societies  convened  by  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  and 
which  was  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Worcester  New  Co-operative 
Industrial  Society,  on  7th  May,  1910,  when  a  paper  on  "Depots 
for  the  Disposal  of  Produce  "  was  read  bv  our  Organiser, 
Mr.  W.  II.  Press. 

The  Conference  resolved  that  :  — 

"It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Delegates  present  that  steps 
should  be  at  once  taken  to  organise  depots  for  the  sale  of 
produce  grown  in  this  district,  and  that  a  representative 
Committee  be  elected  to  carry  the  subject  forward." 

This  Committee  was  appointed  and  met  several  times  and 
considered  a  number  of  recommendations  we  made  with  regard 
to  the  working  of  the  depot,  and  at  a  subsequent  conference  held 
in  June,  1910,  at  Birmingham,  it  was  further  resolved  : — 

"  That  a  Society  be  registered  and  suitable  premises  be 
obtained  in  the  Birmingham  Market  for  the  opening  of  a 
depot." 

This  society  is  now  prepared  to  receive  consignments  of  pro- 
duce from  any  of  our  affiliated  societies  ;  from  small  holders, 
fruit  growers,  market  gardeners,  and  others  from  any  part 
of  the  country.  It  w^ill  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  give  an  extract 
from  an  article  dealing  with  this  society's  work  that  appeared  in  The 
Evesham  Journal^  on  March  i8th,  "  One  thing  that  should  especially 
recommend  this  society  to  growers  is  that  its  methods  practically 
do  away  with  the  practice  of  averaging."  This  in  itself  should 
ensure  a  successful  future  for  the  society.  It  is  well  equipped  to 
do  a  very  large  business,  has  an  expert  manager,  who  has  for  some 
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time  been  in  business  in  the  Birmin^-ham  Marl<et,  whilst  the 
system  of  book-keeping*  designed  by  the  A.O.S.  is  such  as  to 
practically  ensure  correct  returns  being  received  by  senders  of 
produce. 

The  East  Anglian  Farmers  Co-operation,  Ltd. 

This  society  has  recently  amended  its  rules  on  the  lines  of  the 
Federated  Growers,  and  has  decided  to  change  its  name  to  that  of 
the  East  Anglian  Farmers,  Limited,  it  has  had  a  very  successful 
year's  trading,  having  sold  fruit  and  vegetables  to  the  value  of 
;^23,635.  The  arrangement  made  in  1909,  whereby  this  society 
could  sell  the  produce  sent  to  it  by  Small  Holding  and  Agricultural 
Trading-  Societies  affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
has  proved  very  beneficial,  and  a  much  larger  number  of  such  so- 
cieties than  were  recorded  in  our  last  report  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  facilities  offered.  As  was  foreshadowed  in  our  last  report, 
this  society  opened  in  June  a  branch  at  19,  James  Street,  Covent 
Garden,  which  has  been  fairly  well  supported,  and  much  appre- 
ciated. The  society  (as  also  the  Federated  Growers'),  is  now 
in  aposition  to  take  almost  any  quantity  of  produce  that  agri- 
culturists, fruit  g-rowers,  or  market  gardeners  may  send  it  at  any 
time  of  the  year. 

The  Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers',  Ltd.,  still  continue 
to  make  good  pr(3gress,  and  has  been  of  considerable  benefit  in 
several  directions  to  the  members. 

^  The  Pershore  Co-operative  Fruit  Market,  Ltd. 

'    Has  now  129  members  and  held  190  Auction  Sales  in  the  course  of 

I  the  year,  at  which  about  17,000  lots,  comprising  52,800 
packages  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were  put  up  for  public  auction 
and    disposed  of,   the  sum    realised    being-    ;^8,739,   whilst  the 

I    commission  earned  was   ;C^1S  4^-  ^  dividend  of   lod.  per 

share  was  declared.  The  year  was  in  more  ways  than  one  an  event- 
ful one  in  the  history  of  the  Society.  In  April  they  opened  a  new- 
market  in  Defford  Road,  Pershore,  which  had  been  built  by  the 
Society  on  freehold  land  which  they  had  purchased  from 
the    Ecclesiastical    Commissioners.      The    market    consists  of 

\^  covered  sale  yard,  convenient  offices,  hamper  warehouse,  telephone 
exchange,  etc.,  etc.  The  many  new  conveniences  have  been  fuUy 
appreciated  by  the  growers  and  by  the  buyers  attending  the 
\  market.  During  the  year  the  Committee  have  re-organised  the 
Society,  and  they  now  feel  that  the  market  is  on  a  thoroughly 
sound  basis,  while  the  system  of  book-keeping,  control  of  empties, 
and  the  giving  of  credit,  etc.,  leaves  very  little  to  be  desired. 

Under  the  present  expert  management,  there  is  every  pro- 
bability that  a  bonus  to  members  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
their  produce  sold  in  the  market  will  be  paid  in  1911.  Members 
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and  growers,  in  the  district  are  being-  systematically  canvassed,  and 
everything-  possible  is  being  done  to  popularise  the  market  and 
advance  the  interests  of  the  g-rowers,  who  are,  largely,  small 
holders.  The  committee  are  also  urging  the  growling  of  a 
greater  variety  of  crops  for  winter  sale,  so  that  there  can  be 
supplies  for  the  market  during  the  winter  months  as  well  as 
the  spring  and  summer  months.  This  is  a  useful  development,  as 
it  will  serve  to  keep  the  buyers  together  throughout  the  year. 
During  the  year  this  market  was  visited  by  the  two  delegates 
introduced  by  us  from  the  Agricultural  College  of  the  Tokio 
University  of  Japan,  who  were  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  our  agricultural  methods,  co-operative  and  otherwise. 
They  were  much  impressed  with  all  they  saw  at  Pershore. 

The  Halstead  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Consists  of  very  small  holders  in  the  Halstead  district  of  Kent,  and 
has  been  successful  in  obtaining  many  advantages  for  its  members 
at  this  earl}^  stage  of  its  existence.  Theyjiave  organised  a  road 
transport  to  Covent  Garden  Market  which  hai  enabled  them  to  get 
tKeir  goods  there  much  sooner  than  heretofore,  and  as  a  result 
they  have  been  able  to  get  earlier  buyers  at  the  market,  and 
therefore  better  prices  and  also  quicker  returns.  Some  of 
the  members  of  this  Society  also  attend  Covent  Garden  Market 
and  take  advantage  of  the  right  which  enables  them,  being  bona 
fide  growers,  to  sell  their  own  produce  within  the  precincts  of 
the  market. 

The  Worthing  and  District  Market  Growers 
Association,  Ltd. 

Is  another  society,  as  was  the  preceding  one,  that  has  been 
registered  since  our  last  report,  and  which  is  doing  excellent 
work.  It  was  registered  in  June  and  was  able  to  secure  as 
Secretary  the  services  of  Mr.  J.  Stoddart,  who  has  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  the  London  and  Provincial  Markets,  and 
in  various  fruit  growing  districts  in  England  and  the  Channel  Isles. 
Mr.  Stoddart  is  the  inventor  of  several  fruit  carrying  packages 
which  promise  to  be  of  much  greater  assistance  to  the  industry 
than  anything  previously  brought  out.  As  a  result  of  the  lo}al 
work  of  the  Committee,  under  Mr.  Stoddart's  guidance,  they  have 
been  able  to  secure  many  advantages  to  fruit  growers  in  that 
district  over  those  that  hitherto  existed.  One  concession  in  par- 
ticular the  Scciety  was  able  to  obtain,  with  our  aid.  We  arranged 
for  a  deputation,  on  which  we  were  represented,  to  interview  the 
General  Manager  of  the  London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast 
Railway.  The  deputation  laid  certain  facts  before  the  General 
Manager,  and  as  a  result  concessions  w^ere  made  which  represent 
a  considerable    reduction   in   the  railway   rates  for  produce  to 
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London,  amounting-  in  some  instances  to  37.V  per  cent.,  and 
which  amount  to  an  approximate  saving-  of  ^.i,^oo  per  annum 
to  the  g-rowers  of  the  district.  Further  reductions  of  rates  to  the 
Provincial  Markets  are  in  view,  and  should  be  in  force  in  the 
course  of  the  igii  season.  In  many  other  instances  the  Associa- 
tion has  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  members,  obtaining 
payment  of  claims  for  goods  lost,  reduction  of  Poor  Rate,  re- 
duction and  revision  of  Income  and  Property  Tax,  and  many 
other  minor  services  which  the  members  as  unorganised  indi- 
viduals would  have  had  difficulty  in  performing.  The  Society 
has  also  been  able  to  give  assistance  to  some  of  its  members  by 
helping  them  to  dispose  of  their  produce  to  reliable  commission 
agents.  The  work  of  this  Society  cannot  be  fully  shown  in  a 
balance  sheet,  as  the  advantages  that  have  been  secured  are  not 
easily  reckoned  by  s.  d.,  they  being  available  not  only  to  the 
members  of  the  Society,  but,  owing  to  the  Society's  actions,  to  the 
whole  of  the  growers  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it  operates. 
The  figures  given  above,  are  calculated  on  the  figures  sup- 
plied by  members  of  the  Association.  It  is  also  on  record  that 
consignments  of  empties  from  Manchester  were  received  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  their  dispatch,  a  thing  unheard  of  before  the 
the  existence  of  the  Society. 

The  Guernsey  Growers  Co-operation,  Ltd. 

Has  also  been  registered  since  our  last  report.  It  was  organised 
to  assist  its  members  in  the  co-operative  disposal  of  produce  on  the 
English  markets  ;  to  secure  information  for  its  members  as  to  the 
reliability  of  salesmen  in  the  markets,  and  to  secure  better  disposal 
of  their  produce  through  an  ag-ency  with  headquarters  in  London. 

The  Swanwick  and  District  Fruit  Growers  Association,  Ltd. 

This  association  was  registered  under  the  Companies'  Act  several 
years  ago.  It  has  now  seen  the  advantag-es  of  closer  combina- 
tion and  has  become  affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society.  It  undertakes  on  behalf  of  its  members  the  collection 
of  debts  and  the  giving  of  information  as  to  markets  and  salesmen. 
It  also  assists  in  the  purchasing  of  requirements.  It  has  been 
of  great  assistance  to  the  growers  in  the  Southampton  district, 
and,  we  believe,  will  do  much  more  useful  work  in  the  future, 
now  that  it  has  become  linked  up  with  our  Movement. 

The  North  Bromsgrove  Market  Gardeners,  Ltd., 

Rents  land,  which  it  sublets  to  its  members  who  grow  large  quanti- 
ties of  strawberries  and  potatoes.  During  last  season  no  collective 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  disposal  of  the  members'  produce, 
but  now  that  the  Federated  Growers  is  at  work  in  Birmingham 
Market  (only  a  few  miles  distant),  the  Committee  of  the  Society 
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are  making'  strenuous  elforts  to  yet  their  members  to  consign  their 
produce  collectively.  To  this  end  the  committee,  at  their  meeting- 
on  the  6th  October  last,  formulated  regfulations  for  members 
selling  produce  through  the  Federated  Growers.  The  Society  has 
a  great  future  before  it,  if  only  its  members  will  fall  in  with  the 
suggestions  of  its  committee. 

The  Marton  and  District  Growers  Association. 

This  Society  is  composed  of  both  gflass  and  outdoor  fruit- 
growers which  are  resident  within  a  few  miles  of  Blackpool,  and  is 
doing-  extremely  good  work  in  endeavouring-  to  provide  its  members 
with  outlets  at  Blackpool  Market  ;  we  approached  the  Town 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Society  with  a  view  to  g-etting-  certain 
parts  of  the  market  allotted  to  its  members,  but  so  far  without 
success.  It  is,  however,  hoped  that  arrangements  will  eventually 
be  made  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

It  must  not  be  overlooked,  however,  that  this  side  of  the  work 
of  the  A. O.S.  is  not  without  its  difficulties.  Several  societies  under- 
taking the  disposal  of  fruit  and  market  garden  produce  made 
losses  many  of  which  might  have  been  avoided  if  they  had 
followed  the  advice  of  the  A. O.S.  The  purchasing  of  the  require- 
ments of  members  of  societies  is  a  very  simple  matter  as  compared 
with  the  disposal  of  their  produce.  What  is  really  necessary,  is 
that  secretaries  or  managers  of  societies,  whether  large  or  small, 
should  study  the  requirements  of  the  market  in  which  they 
intend  to  dispose  of  their  produce,  and  the  character  of  the 
salesmen  to  whom  they  entrust  their  goods.  Lastly,  they  should 
pay  periodical  visits  to  the  market  to  talk  with  buyers  and  sales- 
men and  keep  in  constant  touch  with  the  market  so  as  to 
obtain  first-hand  knowledge  of  what  is  required. 
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VI.   THE  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE  AGRI- 
CULTURAL BANK. 

The  Bank  is  doing-  useful  work  ;  it  exists  to  supply  a  want, 
not  to  earn  dividends.  It  has  met  the  demands  made  upon  it  at 
moderate  rates  of  interest,  and  the  business  done  by  it  is  quietly 
and  steadily  increasing.  Advances  made  during  the  past  year 
have  been  nearly  twice  as  large  as  those  made  in  1909.  The 
assistance  rendered  to  agricultural  credit  and  small  holding 
societies  is  much  appreciated  by  those  to  whom  it  has  been  given  ; 
in  many  instances,  indeed,  the  bank  has  supplied  funds  which 
were  not  obtainable  from  any  other  source.  All  engagements  to 
the  bank  have  been  met. 

The  aims  of  the  bank  and  the  way  in  which  they  can  be 
attained  are  set  forth  in  a  prospectus  from  which  we  make  some 
extracts.  The  scheme  is  a  modest  one  and  does  not  contemplate 
permanent  State  aid.  A  little  aid  for  a  few  years  would  be  appre- 
ciated ;  but  when  the  bank  is  thoroughly  established  and  doing 
sufficient  business  to  cover  expenses  there  should  be  no  further 
need  for  State  aid. 

There  are  at  the  moment  no  fewer  than  three  other  schemes 
before  the  country  for  doing  the  work  which  the  bank  is  doing, 
all  of  them  based  on  State  aid  in  some  form  or  other. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  Earl  Carrington, 
is  bringing  in  a  bill  which  would  have  been  brought  in  before 
now  but  for  the  illness  of  the  draughtsman.  What  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  are  is  not  yet  known,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  utilise  the  existing  joint  stock 
banks. 

The  Earl  of  Dunmore  and  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury  have  each 
brought  in  bills,  in  both  of  which  State  aid  bulks  largely. 

Having  regard  to  the  possibility  that  the  work  being  done  b}- 
the  Central  Co-operative  Agricultural  Bank  may  be  taken  out  of 
its  hands  by  some  other  agency  under  the  auspices  and  direction 
of  the  State,  the  Directors  realise  that  the  present  is  not  the  time 
to  try  to  increase  its  working  capital,  and  they  have  therefore  made 
no  public  issue  of  the  prospectus  referred  to. 

At  present  the  Central  Co-operative  Agricultural  Bank  is  the 
only  institution  to  which  agricultural  credit  and  small  holding 
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societies  can  look  for  the  help  they  require  with  any  «^^reat  degree 
of  confidence  that  they  will  get  it. 

So  far  the  bank  has  been  able  to  meet  all  reasonable  demands 
but  it  cannot  continue  to  make  advances  indefinitely  without 
assistance. 

The  Central  Co-operative  Agricultural  Bank,  Limited,  was 
founded  in  igo8,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Agricultural  Organisa- 
tion Society,  and  was  registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies  Act. 

The  objects  of  the  Bank  are  to  make  advances  at  moderate 
rates  of  interest  to  Co-operative  Credit  Societies  working  in  con- 
nection with  the  /Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  and  properly 
organised.  This  it  does  upon  being  satisfied  that  advances  so 
made  will  be  re-lent  at  moderate  rates  of  interest  for  purposes 
likely  to  be  remunerative,  and  that  they  will  be  made  upon 
adequate  security. 

Dividends  on  the  Bank's  share  capital  are  limited  to  five  per 
cent,  cumulative. 

The  need  for  such  a  bank  has  long  been  recognised,  and  is 
becoming  more  and  more  urgent  owing  to  the  extension  of  small 
holdings  and  to  the  rapid  and  inevitable  absorption  of  local  banks 
by  the  large  Joint  Stock  Banks  of  London.  Small  advances  to 
agriculturists  do  not  commend  themselves  to  the  Joint  Stock 
Banks,  because  the  interest  on  such  advances  barely  covers  the 
clerical  cost  of  keeping  the  accounts,  and  because  such  loans 
are  not  realisable  at  short  notice. 

The  need,  therefore,  for  a  serviceable  system  of  credit  for  the 
small  iigriculturist  is  very  pressing  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  carefully  considered  the  question  that  the  Small 
Holdings  and  Allotments  Act  of  1908  will  be  seriously  hampered 
in  its  working  unless  some  organised  system  is  devised  w^hereby 
those  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Act  can  have  easy 
access  to  capital,  and  obtain  it  on  favourable  terms. 

Such  a  system  fortunately  does  exist  in  the  form  of  the 
Co-operative  Credit  Bank  of  the  Raiffeisen  type.  Societies  on 
this  system  have  been  formed  literally  in  thousands  in  Germany, 
Hungary,  Italy,  Belgium  and  other  Continental  countries.  In 
Ireland,  and  also  in  India,  many  hundreds  have  been  organised 
and  have  proved  of  the  greatest  benefit. 

The  members  of  these  Agricultural  Credit  Societies  are  bound 
together  on  the  principle  of  mutual  liability,  each  member  being 
liable  for  his  neighbour  as  well  as  himself.  So  bound,  they  are 
able,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  borrow  money  at  a  low  rate 
of  interest,  which,  as  individuals,  they  could  not  borrow  at  all. 
Having  obtained  loan  capital,  the  Society  proceeds  to  lend  it  to  its 
members  at  a  slightly  higher  rate  of  interest — the  difference  being 
sufficient  to  cover  the  very  small  expenses  of  management.  \^o 
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loan  is  granted  unlil  the  Committee  is  satisfied  that  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  asked  is  a  reproductive  one.  The  borrov\er 
binds  himself  to  apply  the  loan  to  a  specified  purpose, 
and,  when  considered  necessary,  has  to  find  two  sureties 
for  its  repayment.  Additional  safeg-uards  are  found  in  the 
fact  that  applicants  for  membership  must  be  approved  by  the 
Committee  before  they  are  admitted  to  the  Society,  and  that 
the  area  of  the  Society's  operations  is  limited  to  a  parish,  or  a 
group  of  small  parishes,  in  which  every  man's  character  is  known 
to  his  neighbour. 

Many  societies  have  been,  and  are  being  formed  in  England 
and  Wales  under  the  auspices  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society.  A  good  many  societies  experienced  a  difficulty  in  finding 
bankers  willing  to  lend  them  the  capital  they  required,  and  after 
careful  deliberation  the  committee  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Central  Bank  was  required 
to  meet  this  difficulty,  and  the  Central  Co-operative  Agricultural 
Bank  was  accordingly  registered. 

The  Central  Bank  differs  from  the  local  credit  societies  in  that 
it  is  on  the  limited  liability  basis,  the  credit  societies  being,  as 
before  stated  on  the  unlimited. 

The  directors  have  recently  decided,  when  funds  permit,  to  en- 
large the  scope  of  the  Bank's  operations  by  making  advances  to 
Co-operative  Agricultural  Trading  Societies,  in  order  to  assist  them 
in  developing  any  productive  branch  they  may  decide  to  organise. 

The  operations  of  the  Bank  have  been  hampered  in  conse- 
quence of  its  capital  being  insufficient  to  comply  with  the  demands 
made  upon  it.  Owing  to  the  passing  of  the  Small  Holdings  Act 
there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  credit  societies 
formed,  and  capital  to  finance  them  is  urgently  wanted.  The 
directors  have,  therefore,  decided  to  ask  for  this  capital.  There 
are  five  ways  in  which  it  might  be  provided,  namely  : 

(i.)  By  subscribing  for  shares. 

(2.)  By  opening  credits  in  favour  of  the  Bank. 

(3.)  By  subscribing  to  a  Guarantee  Fund. 

(4.)  By  placing  money  with  the  Bank,  on  current  or  fixed 

deposit  account. 
(5.)  By    a    State,    or    County    Council,    credit    grant  or 

guarantee. 

Although  the  necessary  capital  may  not  be  entirely  provided 
in  any  one  of  these  ways,  it  is  hoped  that  between  them  sufficient 
may  be  forthcoming  to  enable  the  Bank  to  carry  on  a  work  which, 
is  of  national  importance.  At  present,  the  Bank  hardly  dares  to 
give  wide  publicity  to  its  existence,  because  of  its  inability  to  meet 
further  demands  upon  it  for  advances. 


73 


The  five  ways  in  which  capital  can  be  provided  may  be  re- 
marked on  as  follows  : 

(i.)  By  the  issue  of  Shares,  partly  paid  up,  the  Bank  will 
obtain  cash,  and  the  ability  to  obtain  cash.  It  can 
borrow  against  uncalled  capital.  (N.B. — Under  the 
Act  "  No  member  other  than  a  reg-istered  society  shall 
have  or  claim  any  interest  in  the  Shares  of  the  Society 
exceeding-  ;^2oo.) 

(2.)  Cash  Credits  will  enable  the  Bank  to  work  in  the  most 
economical  way  possible.  Under  them,  it  can  draw 
money  when  required,  and  repay  it  when  no  longer 
wanted.     It  pays  interest  only  on  the  amount  employed. 

(3.)  A  Guarantee  Fund  will  enable  the  Bank  to  borrow. 
The  Guarantee  would  be  a  simple  undertaking-  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Assets  of  the  Bank  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding- a  sum  named  by  the  guarantor  in  the  event  of 
its  being  wound  up  and  the  assets  being  insufficient  to 
meet  the  liabilities  of  the  Bank,  arid  in  tJiat  event  only. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Guarantee  Fund  will  become  so 
large  that  the  liability  of  each  guarantor  will  be  very 
small  indeed. 

(4.)  Deposits  liable  to  be  withdrawn  at  comparatively  short 
notice  are  not  very  helpful  to  the  central  Co-operative 
Agricultural  Bank. 

(5.)  The  advantages  of  a  State  Credit  or  guarantee  are 
obvious.  The  amount  of  either  would  of  course  be 
fixed  by  the  State.  When  the  Bank  is  thoroughly 
established  there  will  be  no  further  need  for  State  aid. 

Recently,  a  gentleman  interested  in  the  movement  offered  to 
open  a  credit  for  ;^5,ooo  in  favour  of  the  Bank  on  certain  con- 
ditions, one  of  which  was  that  further  credits  to  the  extent  of 
;^5o,ooo  in  all  were  opened.  His  offer  was  gratefully  accepted, 
but  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  raising  of  credits  for  ;^45,ooo 
would  take  time,  and  that  the  Bank  was  in  need  of  ready  cash. 
He  thereupon,  most  generously,  opened  an  immediate  credit  for 
;^2,ooo,  and  promised  to  open  a  further  credit  for  ;^3,ooc  if  credits 
for  ;^45,coo  were  opened  by  others. 

It  is  desirable  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  business  which 
the  Bank  undertakes  is  of  a  very  safe  character,  advances  being 
made  to  Societies  only  and  not  directly  to  individuals.  Advances 
are  secured,  in  the  case  of  Credit  Societies,  by  the  unlimited 
liability  of  all  its  members,  and  in  the  case  of  Agricultural 
Societies,  by  the  uncalled  capital  of  the  institution,  or  by  approv  ed 
guarantees.  The  making  of  bad  debts  is,  therefore,  a  very  remote 
contingency. 
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The  Central  Bank  does  not  compete  for  business  with  the 
established  Joint  Stock  Banks.  Its  raisoii  d'etre  is  to  do  business 
which  it  does  not  suit  them  to  do,  and  it  borrows  from  them  the 
wherewithal  to  do  it.  It,  in  fact,  bring-s  business  to  them  in  bulk 
which  it  does  not  pay  them  to  do  retail.  The  Bank  may,  therefore, 
confidently  expect  a  welcome  from  established  banks,  and  such 
help  and  information  as  their  agents  may  be  able  to  give. 

The  Bank  is  worked  on  business  lines,  but  the  Shareholders 
are  content  with  a  moderate  dividend.  Its  working  expenses  will 
be  very  moderate.  Its  losses  will  be  very  rare  and  very  small, 
because  it  works  through  co-operative  organisations  on  the  lines 
of  mutual  responsibility.  Its  profit,  made  by  charging  for  ad- 
vances one  or  two  per  cent,  per  annum  more  than  it  pays  for 
money  borrowed  by  it,  will  enable  it  to  accumulate  funds  with 
which  to  pay  dividends,  and  raise  a  Reserve  Fund.  There  is  no 
inducement  to  push  business  and  to  run  risks.  The  Bank  exists 
to  supply  a  want,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  enabled  to  do  so 
with  the  support,  on  business  lines,  of  those  who  are  interested  in 
the  agricultural  development  of  the  country. 

Further  information  as  regards  the  Bank's  work  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Dacre  House,  Dean  Farrar  Street, 
Westminster,  S.W. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank  are  as  follows  : — R.  A.  Yerburgh, 
Esq.,  M.P.  (President),  The  Earl  of  Coventry,  The  Lord  Lucas, 
Sir  D.  M.  Hamilton,  R.  N.  Sutton-Nelthorpe,  Esq.,  Hugh  Andrews, 
Esq.,  V.  A.  Malcolmson,  Esq.,  Henry  Gray,  Esq. 

(1)  Credit  Societies  at  Work. 

The  object  of  Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit  Societies  being 
to  enable  small  farmers,  market  gardeners,  or  allotment  holders  to 
obtain  advances  of  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  for  application 
to  reproductive  purposes,  is  well  instanced  in  the  following  extracts 
taken  from  some  of  the  returns  received  from  the  societies 
mentioned  \- — 

LiMPSFiELD  Credit  Society. — "  Advances  have  been  made  to 
members  for  the  purpose  of  buying  seeds  and  for  building  sheds 
for  poultry  and  pigs." 

MouNTSORREL  Credit  Society. — "Three  of  the  borrowers 
are  small  holders  under  the  County  Council,  who  placed  an  exces- 
sively high  valuation  on  the  holdings,  thus  absorbing  practically 
all  the  applicants'  capital.  The  loans  proved  an  invaluable  assist- 
ance in  enabling  the  borrowers  to  properly  stock  and  equip  the  land 
they  had  acquired.  In  the  fourth  case,  the  borrower  acquired  a 
small  holding  privately,  and  a  loan  of  £.20  was  granted  for  the 
purchase  of  sheep  and  other  stock.  All  the  monthly  payments 
have  been  made  with  exemplary  punctuality." 


Dkavtox  Parslow  Ckedit  Societv. — "  One  man  had  to  buy 
a  breeding-  sow,  a  jQi  ics.  loan  for  one  year.  Another  to  buy  some 
sheep  for  a  small  holding,  a  £^^0  loan  for  one  year.  T.W.  was  able 
to  increase  the  stock  on  his  holding,  £,^2  loan  for  one  year.  A.G. 
was  enabled  to  put  a  few  sheep  on  four  acres,  a  loan  for  one 
year..  A. H.  having  a  small  flock  of  sheep  and  poultry  farming,  a 
^20  loan  for  one  year.  All  the  borrowers  are  working-  small  hold- 
ings of  g-rass.  The  loans  have  in  no  case  been  g^iven  to  start 
them,  but  to  enable  them  to  increase  the  output  of  the  land  in  milk 
or  meat.  In  most  cases  the  transaction  averts. a  premature  sale  or 
some  kind  of  waste." 

Hedge  End  Credit  Society. — "  One  member  was  able  to 
plant  a  particular  field  with  potatoes  through  a  loan.  Many  of 
them  could  not  have  put  labour  into  their  holdings  but  for  loans." 

TiPTREE  AND  DISTRICT  Credit  Societv. — We  lent  the  sum 
of  ^168  to  twelve  members  last  year,  which  has  been  punctually 
repaid." 

Cradlev  and  District  Credit  Society. — "Our  society  is  a 
great  help  to  its  members.  We  had  several  applications  for  J^^o 
loans,  mostly  for  buying  cattle  and  pigs." 

Friskney  Credit  Society. — "  We  lent  money  in  two  in- 
stances to  labourers  to  buy  seed  potatoes  and  pigfs,  and  also  to 
assist  three  young  men  to  take  three  holding's,  one  to  buy  imple- 
ments, another  stock,  and  another  to  retain  stock  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  had  to  mortgage.  About  half  our  members  are 
owners  of  houses  and  of  about  sixty  acres  of  land.  We  had  over 
;^ioo  deposited  with  us  by  members  last  year." 

There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  business 
done  by  these  societies  which  goes  to  show  that  Ag-ricultural  Credit 
is  becoming  more  generally  recognised  as  something  that  can 
materially  assist  the  small  man.  The  instances  quoted  above  are 
typical  of  the  objects  of  these  credit  societies,  and  we  hope  to  see 
many  more  formed  during  this  year.  Where  these  societies  are 
formed  side  by  side  with  either  Small  Holding-  or  Agricultural 
Trading  Societies,  their  benefits  have  proved  real  and  lasting. 

It  only  requires  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  work  of 
Agricultural  Credit  Societies  to  induce  many  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  their  welfare  and  extension  amongst  that  class  of  agri- 
culturist who  stand  most  in  need  of  help. 
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VII.  THE  AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL 
CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY, 

LTD. 

The  Report  of  this  Society  for  the  year  1910,  shows  that  con- 
tinual steady  progress  is  being  made  in  the  direction  of  Co-opera- 
tive Insurance. 

The  total  net  premiums  after  deducting  Reinsurances, 
amounted  to  ;6'2, 141  2s.  iid.,  as  compared  with  ;£"i,i82  19s.  6d. 
in  1909,  while  the  net  losses  amounted  to  £68^  7s.  lod. 

In  round  figures  the  sums  assured  against  fire  have  risen  from 
;;^7oo,ooo  in  1909  to     1,250, 000  in  19 10. 

After  the  payment  of  management  expenses,  commission  and 
interest  on  bonds,  a  credit  balance  of  ;^i,o56  9s.  11  d.  remained 
at  disposal,  and  of  this  sum  £70^  3s.  6d.  was  carried  forward  to 
the  year  1911  as  reserve  for  unexpired  liability,  while  £2>S^  ^s.  5d. 
was  declared  in  bonuses  and  interest  on  shares,  the  former  being 
at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent.,  and  the  share  dividend  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent. 

The  Society's  progress  is  shown  in  a  very  remarkable  degree 
by  the  fact  that  although  only  founded  in  the  year  1908  with  funds 
of  ;;^20,ooo,  the  funds  invested,  in  hand,  or  at  call,  available  to 
meet  claims  now  exceed  ;£"27,ooo,  whilst  bonuses  at  the  rate  of 
25  per  cent,  have  been  declared  for  the  years  1909  and  1910. 

It  is,  of  course,  impracticable  to  give  here  in  detail  the  various 
advantages  which  Co-operative  Societies  gain  in  supporting  the 
Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd., 
but  the  profit-sharing,  fire  and  fidelity  guarantee  policies  are  among 
the  chief  features,  while  reduced  terms  for  Employer's  Liability 
insurances  have  been  arranged,  and  Smallholders  requirements  for 
the  insurance  of  their  livestock  have  been  met  bv  a  special  scheme 
drawn  out  by  the  Society. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  more  of  the  societies  afiiliated  to  the 
A.O.S.  ,will  give  the  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insur- 
ance Society,  Ltd.,  all  the  support  they  can,  as  by  so  doing  they 
not  only  benefit  their  individual  members,  but  benefit  their  society 
as  well. 
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VIII.   THE  SALE  OF  EGGS  AND  POULTRY. 

We  have  in  England  and  Wales  upwards  of  twenty  Egg  and 
Poultry  Societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.,  and  nineteen  Agricultural 
Co-operative  Trading  Societies  that  combine  egg  collection  and 
distribution  as  a  branch  of  their  work,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the 
business  done  in  the  sale  of  eggs  and  poultry  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  ;^30,ooo.  We  have,  however,  much  work  yet  in  front 
of  us.  In  many  districts  the  trade  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  hucksters  who  pay  what  they  like  and  market  on  the  most 
antiquated  lines.  The  margin  too  between  local  prices  and  those 
obtainable  in  the  great  centres  of  population  is  still  a  very  wide 
one.  In  other  parts  the  local  demand  is  so  great  that  the  need 
for  co-operative  marketing  is  not  apparent.  Then  again  in  many 
districts  the  barter  system  is  very  prevalent,  which  means  that 
the  producer  is  always  under  an  obligation  to  the  egg-collecting 
shop-keeper,  besides  having  to  trust  him  entirely  as  regards  prices. 

The  result  of  the  application  of  the  co-operative  principle 
to  the  industry  has  been  a  distinct  levelling  up  of  quality  and 
price.  The  following  quotation  from  a  recent  report  from  one  of 
our  societies  represents  many  of  a  similar  nature  :  "Since  the 
society  was  formed  prices  have  advanced  20  per  cent.  Eggs  at 
one  time  were  never  less  than  seventeen  for  a  shilling,  now  they 
are  never  more  than  thirteen  or  fourteen." 

The  Framlingham  Society  still  continues  to  retain  amongst 
the  affiliated  societies  the  premier  position  as  to  volume  of 
business,  etc.,  in  this  class  of  society.  The  number  of  eggs 
despatched  by  this  society  in  1904  amounted  to  453,079,  and  in 
1910  to  3,029, 133.  The  sales  have  gone  up  from  ^5,000  in  1904 
to  ;£ri8,ooo  in  1910,  of  which  3,000  represents  the  business 
done  in  the  Egg  Branch.  In  the  latter  year  the  society  distributed 
over  ;£"3,ooo  among  the  poultry  keepers  of  the  district  over  and 
above  what  would  have  been  received  before  the  society  com- 
menced operations,  and  its  reserve  fund  now  equals  42  per  cent, 
of  the  share  capital.  The  following  are  the  sub-depots  that  are 
now  being  worked  by  the  Society  :  Stradbroke,  Debenham,  Hales- 
worth,  Harleston,  Saxmundham,  Laxfield,  and  Eye. 

We  are  also  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  year  has 
been  a  satisfactory  one  to  most  of  our  societies  dealing  in  eggs. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  Egg  and  Poultry  branch  of  our 
work  has  taken  place  during  the  year.  Endeavours  has  been 
made  to  induce  Agricultural  Co-operative  Trading  Societies  to  take 


up  collection  and  sale  of  egg-s  and  poultry.  In  se\era]  cases 
this  has  been  accomplished.  We  are  disappointed,  however,  that 
more  has  not  been  done  in  this  direction.  There  is  a  marked  in- 
disposition on  the  part  of  many  committees  to  take  any  steps 
toward  this  end.  Members  also  in  some  cases  appear  to  be  quite 
content  with  purchasing-  only  requirenvents.  This  is  due  probably 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  line  of  least  resistance,  involving  the 
minimum  of  org-anisation.  They  forg-et  that  our  aim  is  to  advance 
the  character  and  quality  of  home  produce  so  that  it  will  be  the 
best  upon  our  markets,  and  by  this  means  to  capture  the  highest 
class  of  trade.  We  believe  that  co-operation  is  the  best  available 
means  to  that  end,  if  co-operators  will  take  up  the  question  loyally 
and  heartily.  If  not,  the  trade  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  private 
traders,  who  are  rapidly  and  successfully  improving  their  methods, 
and  proving  formidable  rivals  to  many  of  the  Egg  and  Poultry 
societiefis.  Societies  that  adopt  antiquated  methods  are  nothing 
but  hindrances  to  progress. 

Want  of  supervision  on  the  part  of  committees  is  in  our 
opinion  responsible  for  much  of  the  unbusinesslike  methods  of 
some  of  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Societies.  In  a  few  instances  it 
can  be  traced  to  inefficient  or  underpaid  managers.  Until  we  have 
a  thorough  practical  training  of  such  managers,  making  them  feel 
that  their  future  in  connection  with  the  Movement  is  dependent 
upon  loyal  acceptance  and  adoption  of  regulations  laid  down  for 
collection,  grading  and  testing  of  produce,  Co-operation  for  the 
sale  of  produce  will  fail  to  accomplish  its  purpose. 

The  opportunities  in  this  branch  of  the  agricultural  industry 
are  much  greater  than  is  generally  known.  Decline  in  foreign 
supplies  have  forced  up  prices  considerably,  w^hich  are  fast  ap- 
proaching a  point  at  which  consumption  will  be  checked.  This 
injury  to  the  community  can  be  prevented  by  the  increase  of  home 
production.  But  this  can  be  secured  only  by  our  farmers  and 
others  realising  that  not  alone  must  there  be  an  increase  in 
quantity,  but  that  marketing  must  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  secure  the  highest  standard  of  quality. 

The  time  is  fast  approaching,  if  it  has  not  already  come,  when 
organisation  must  be  wider  and  stronger,  and  when  by  a  further 
combination  the  danger  of  cutting  prices  by  one  society  against 
another  must  be  avoided.  So  long  as  local  depots  were  compara- 
tively few  in  number,  neglect  of  this  precaution  did  little  harm. 
That,  however,  is^io  longer  the  case.  As  the  trade  expands  the 
risks  will  increase?N  We  hope  the  time  will  come  when  the  industry 
will  be  so  organised  that  there  will  be  selling  centres  in  the 
great  cities,  dealing  w^ith  every  class  of  trader  and  regulating 
the  supply  in  accordance  with  demand.  The  problem  is  by  no 
means  easy  of  solution,  but  it  has  to  be  faced  and  it  will  need  the 
most  experienced  men  we  can  find  to  deal  with  it.  rsb'i"j!!) 
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It  is  o^enerally  admitted  that  tlie  success  of  the  Danish  Egg: 
Societies  is  laro-ely  due  to  the  regularisation  of  supply  by  adoption 
on  a  hu-g-e  scale  of  preservation,  or  "  pickUng-."  The  advantages 
of  this  system  are  not  alone  that  eggs  for  cooking  purposes  are 
available  during  the  period  of  scarcity,  but  that  prices  are  steadied 
by  the  eggs  being  kept  off  the  market  in  the  cheap  season.  As 
production  of  eggs  increases  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  tendency 
will  be  to  overload  the  market,  and  so  to  reduce  returns. 


(1)  The  South  Wales  Egg  and  Poultry 
Demonstration  Car. 

Although  not  in  any  way  a  result  of  the  "  Golden  Egg  "  Press 
campaign  early  in  the  year,  the  South  Wales  Egg  and  Poultry  ^ 
Demonstration  Cars,  which  made  a  tour  in  South  Wales  last  April  J 
by  reason  of  the  novelty  (it  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Europe),  and  l' 
practical  character  of  the  idea,  formed  a  very  important  part  of  that 
movement.    Particulars  of  the  tour  will  be  found  in  Appendix. 

The  cost  to  the  two  bodies  responsible  for  the  organisation  of 
the  tour,  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society  and  the  A.O,S. 
was  verv  considerable.  An  application  was  made  both  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  the  Board  of  Education  for  a  grant  in 
aid,  as  the  effort  was  in  every  sense  educational,  but  without 
favourable  result. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
organise  a  similar  propaganda  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and 
that  the  County  Councils  should  be  asked  to  co-operate  and 
contribute  towards  the  expenses. 

The  running  of  the  Cars  was  an  innovation  which  was  very 
much  appreciated  by  those  who  came  to  meet  it  at  the  various 
stopping  places.  A  great  amount  of  organisation  was  needed  pre- 
vious to  its  visit.  This  should  be  noted  by  other  districts  who  are 
desirous  of  having  a  "train."  Certain  conditions  are  absolutely 
necessary  before  any  work  of  this  kind  can  be  a  success.  In  the 
majority  of  stopping  places  in  South  Wales  there  were  co-operative 
agricultural  societies  already  established.  These  societies  did  a 
large  amount  of  local  organising  and  spread  the  news  of  the 
coming  of  the  "  train,"  their  members  also  visited  it  in  large  num- 
bers and  attended  the  meetings  that  were  held.  As  a  result 
of  the  tour  four  societies  are  starting  egg  branches,  and  others  will 
soon  take  up  the  business.  One  new  depot  has  been  registered 
and  other  centres  are  contemplating  starting  depots.  Increased 
interest  is  being  taken  in  the  poultry  industry  generally  in  the 
districts  visited.  Even  outside  them  a  good  effect  has  been  pro- 
duced. For  example  the  Severn  Valley  Society,  took  up  egg- 
selling  early  in  the  year,  and  is  developing  a  large  trade. 
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IX.  THE  MOVEMENT  IN  WALES. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  Wales  during^  the  past  year, 
the  outstanding-  features  being  the  great  interest  manifested  in 
agfricultural  co-operation  through  the  running  of  the  Egg  and 
Poultry  Demonstration  Train  in  April,  and  the  formation  of  the 
North  Wales  Section  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  in 
October. 

Another  development  was  the  request  made  by  the  two  County 
Councils  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Monmouthshire  for  the  services 
of  an  Organiser.  The  last  named  county  intends  to  take 
advantage  of  the  clauses  in  referring  to  co-operation  the  Small 
Holdings  Act,  of  1908  (as  foreshadowed  in  another  part  of  this 
report)  to  develop  agricultural  co-operation  generally  amongst 
farmers  and  has  submitted  a  scheme  to  the  Development  Com- 
missioners, with  a  request  for  a  grant.  The  work  is  to  be  carried 
out  in  conjunction  with  the  A.O.S.  The  Glamorganshire  County 
Council  also  intends  encouraging  co-operation  in  ti  e  county  in 
conjunction  with  the  A.O.S. 

Carmarthen,  the  largest  society  in  the  Principality,  is  still  mak- 
ing progress,  and  opened  a  new  depot  at  Llandilo  during  the 
year.     It  has  now  a  membership  of  about  a  thousand. 

As  indicating  the  desire  en  the  part  of  the  Llandilo  farmers  that 
they  should  have  co-operation  amongst  them,  they,  in  the  first 
instance,  approached  the  Carmarthen  Society,  asking  them  to  buy 
the  business  of  a  private  merchant  who  was  retiring-.  This  they 
agreed  to  cIo.  The  Llandilo  farmers  provided  the  money  for  good- 
will, and  now  a  large  trade  is  being  done  by  the  branch. 

New  societies  were  started  at  Pontardawe,  Gower,  Pembroke, 
North-West  Flintshire  (Prestatyn),  Whitchurch  (Small  Holdings), 
and  Cadoxton. 

New  depots  were  opened  by  the  following-  societies,  the 
Severn  Valley  at  Caersws  ;  Pumpsaint  at  Llanwrda  ;  Builth  Upper 
District  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  and  Garth  Stations  ;  Llangadock 
'has  extended  its  depot;  and  the  Llandovery  Society  secured  a  site 
on  Llandovery  Station  (their  depot  will  soon  be  finished)  ;  the 
Llangynwyd  and  West  Glamorgan  Societies  have  also  secured 
depots.  The  ground  was  prepared  for  starting  Societies  at 
Llanwyddelen,   Mont. ,  Boncath,  Llanfair  P.G.  (Egg  Depot);  at 
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Aberdare,  a  Small  Holdings  Society ;  Haverfordwest  Trading- 
Society  ;  Crickhowell  for  a  Trading  Society. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  new  manager  of  the  Severn 
Valley  Depot  at  Caersws  was  the  local  merchant  who  has  given  up 
liis  business. 

A  good  deal  of  interest  was  manifested  in  co-operative  credit 
iDy  members  of  our  societies,  as  a  result  of  the  announcement 
that  the  Government  intended  to  promote  credit  banks.  The 
general  feeling  upon  the  matter  is  that  farmers  in  many  localities 
are  not  free  agents  at  present,  and  that  a  sound  system  of  agri- 
cultural credit  would  set  them  free  and  help  them  greatly  in 
their  industry. 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  public  opinion  has  been  thoroughly 
-aroused  as  to  the  necessity  of  promoting  co-operation  in  the 
Principality.  Farmers  themselves  are  quite  ready  to  form  societies 
trading  in  all  they  require.  If  landowners  and  their  agents 
took  the  initiative  in  developing  the  movement  in  their  res- 
pective districts,  the  farmers  would  quickly  join  in  it. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  of  the  movement  in  the  Principality 
is  very  promising.  There  is  a  large  undeveloped  field  in  the  pro- 
ducing side  of  co-operation.  There  are  big  consuming  populations 
that  need  to  be  supplied  with  produce  of  every  kind,  but  the  farming 
community  is  not  yet  sufficiently  organized  to  supply  them  satisfac- 
torily. The  buying  side  is  making  great  progress,  and  will  make 
greater  progress  still.  What  is  needed  now  is  to  concentrate  upon 
selling  the  produce  of  the  members  of  the  societies. 

A  few  societies  are  already  dealing  with  this  side  of  the 
Movement.  Clynderwen  sold  butter  and  eggs  to  the  value  of 
1,515  4s.  6d.  last  year.  Llandyssul  and  Newcastle  Emlyn  also 
sold  large  quantities  of  butter.  Severn  Valley  and  Llanbyther  sold 
•eggs,  and  the  West  Glamorgan  Farmers'  Society  are  dealing  largely 
in  milk,  but  so  far  they  have  no  depot  of  their  own. 

The  societies  that  had  the  largest  sales  were  :  Carmarthen 
;^58, 2 10  7s.  5d.,  an  increase  over  1909  of  £^^^2^  3s.  6d.  ; 
•Clynderwen  1,987  7s.,  an  increase  over  1909  oi  ^2,077  19s.  ; 
Newcastle  Emlyn  ;^5,764  2s.  6d.  ;  Llangadock  £=^,SS7  5^*  * 
Llandyssul  ;^6,o59  7s.  5d.  ;  Cradoc  ;^^5,756  16s.  6d.  ;  Severn 
Valley  £S,'joc)  15s.  3d.  ;  Anglesey  Western  ;^3,26i  4s. 

The  Hawarden  Society  (Flint),  has  attracted  a  good  deal  of 
attention  during  the  year,  as  the  following  extract  from  an  article 
in  the  Daily  Mail,  of  November  24th  will  show  : — 

But  the  best  thing  in  Cheshire  so  far  as  the  small  farmer,  or 
indeed  the  labourer  and  the  large  farmer,  is  concerned  is  a  private 
venture.  At  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  stands  the  wonderful  old 
church  of  Hawarden,  looking  down  towards  factories,  now  the 
scene  of  a  bitter  trade  union  fight,  are  to  be  found  a  storehouse 
and  a  mill  to  which  the  attention  of  all  small  holding  committees 
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may  be  profitably  directed.  A  little  co-operative  society  of  fourteen 
members  was  started  here  a  few  years  ago.  Some  of  the  larger 
farmers  supported  it  loyally  when  it  was  of  little  advantage  to 
them.  It  has  now  nearly  a  hundred  members — county  gentlemen, 
farmers,  small  holders,  tradesmen,  labourers — and  its  turnover  has 
grown  from  £80  a  year  to  ;^io,ooo.  The  society  sells  even  wheat 
for  its  members  with  no  little  advantage  ;  it  possesses  and  works 
to  a  profit  its  own  mill  ;  it  trades  with  industrial  societies  of  the 
towns  ;  it  buys  anything  for  any  member,  from  a  fork  or  a  peck  of 
seed  potatoes  to  a  ton  of  artificial  manure. 

"There  was  one  little  garden  in  the  village  containing  two 
patches  of  potato  which  was  shown  as  a  picture  lesson  of  the 
practical  eff'ects  of  co-operation.  One  patch,  grown  from  local 
seed,  was  all  but  destroyed  by  black  scab,  a  deadly  disease  to  foster 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  the  other  was  a  full  crop  of  clean  and  good 
quality,  grown  from  seed  procured  by  the  society  from  Scotland. 
The  gardens,  the  allotments,  the  farms  in  every  other  village  in 
England  would  benefit  in  some  such  measure  if  this  example  were 
followed,  and  struggles  for  life  such  as  I  had  seen  earlier  in  the 
week  in  Norfolk,  or  that  morning  at  Ledsham,  would  lose  their 
bitterness." 

The  great  need  is  to  ensure  closer  co-operation  between, 
the  societies.  This  would  enable  them  to  join  forces  to  obtain 
better  terms  from  manufacturers,  and  to  procure  certain  com- 
modities, which  they  cannot  obtain,  in  some  instances,  at  present. 
A  North  Wales  Section  of  the  A.O.S.  will  be  of  great  service  in 
this  direction.  The  Affiliated  Societies  Sub-Committee  has  com- 
menced work,  and  will  hold  meetings  from  time  to  time,  to- 
discuss  how  best  to  promote  joint  action,  etc. 

The  South  Wales  Societies  must  be  brought  together  in  the 
same  way,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  Section  of  the  A.O.S.  will  be 
started  for  the  southern  half  of  the  Principality  in  the  course  or 
1911. 
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X.  MISCELLANEOUS. 
(1)  The  Misuse  of  the  Term  Co-operation 

Owing  to  frequent  misapplication  of  the  term  Co-operation  to 
agricultural  developments  that  are  far  removed  from  the  principle, 
the  Committee  considered  it  advisable  to  issue  a  communication 
to  the  Press  drawing  the  attention  of  the  agricultural  community 
to  the  dangers  of  this  practice.  The  communication  was  as 
follows  :  — 

"The  word  'Co-operation'  is  used  of  late  in  reference  to 
various  movements  that  have  called  for  the  united  action  of 
agriculturists  and  others  interested  in  the  land.  While  the  Com- 
mittee are  glad  to  see  that  the  idea  of  combination  is  making 
headway,  they  feel  compelled  to  protest  against  the  misuse  of  the 
word  '  Co-operation  '  and  its  application  to  undertakings  which 
are  not  truly  co-operative. 

"The  term  'Agricultural  Co-operation'  applies  strictly  to 
those  forms  of  combination  advocated  by  the  Agricultural  Organ- 
isation Society,  and  it  is  important  to  us  that  Agricultural  Co- 
operation should  not  be  brought  into  disrepute  by  the  failure  or 
indiscretions  of  undertakings  to  which  the  term  '  Co-operation  '  is 
wrongly  applied.  Many  of  these  undertakings  are  on  utterly 
unsound  lines,  and  for  the  very  reason  that  they  are  not  co- 
operative, will  either  fail  altogether,  or  not  succeed  in  accom- 
plishing the  beneficial  results  which  are  expected. 

"The  best  way  to  form  an  agricultural  Co-operative  Society 
is  to  register  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies'  Act, 
and  so  to  frame  the  rules  that  the  amount  of  the  nominal  capital 
is  not  fixed  ;  that  shares  can  be  allotted  at  any  time  to  any  farmer 
applying  for  them  ;  that  the  interest  payable  upon  the  capital  is 
limited  to  a  small  percentage,  usually  five  per  cent.,  thus  pre- 
venting the  concern  from  becoming  a  mere  investment  for 
capitalists  ;  and  that  the  bulk  of  the  profits  is  divided  amongst  the 
members  as  a  bonus  upon  the  amount  of  their  sales  through,  and 
purchases  from,  the  society. 

"A  limited  liability  company  in  which  farmers  take  shares 
may  be  a  form  of  combination,  but  it  is  not  co-operation,  and  as  a 
farmers'  combination  is  likely  to  be  short-lived.     If  the  share- 
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holders  hold  shares  in  approximate  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
their  dealings  with  the  company,  the  interest  on  their  shares  is 
roughl})  equivalent  to  a  bonus  on  their  transactions  ;  but  this  is  a 
condition  which  would  hardly  exist  even  at  first,  and  if  it  did 
exist  would  very  probably  soon  cease.  Some  of  the  members 
might  leave  the  district  and  cease  to  have  dealings  with  the  com- 
pany, when  they  would  become  mere  shareholders  drawing  profits 
from  the  business  done  through  the  company  by  the  other  farmers. 
Moreover,  if  the  profits  were  at  all  large,  the  shares  in  the  com- 
pany would  rise  in  value,  and  some  shareholders  would  dispose 
of  their  shares  to  persons  other  than  farmers,  who  would  then 
draw  profits  which  should  go  into  the  farmers'  pockets.  Again,  if 
after  the  company  were  formed  a  farmer  wished  to  obtain  shares, 
he  might  have  to  purchase  them  at  a  premium  and  pay  so  highly, 
that  the  dividend  would  merely  represent  interest  at  ordinary  in- 
vestment rates  on  the  money  which  he  had  paid.  In  a  very  few- 
years  such  a  company  would  become  an  ordinary  trading  concern, 
the  objects  of  which  would  be  not  to  benefit  the  farmers,  but  to 
make  the  biggest  possible  profit  for  the  shareholders,  and  would 
then  be  no  better  than  any  other  middleman. 

"We  might  enumerate  many  other  advantages  which  co- 
operative societies,  such  as  we  have  described,  enjoy  over  the 
ordinary  limited  liability  companies,  but  our  purpose  is  to  show 
what  is  true  co-operation  as  applied  to  agriculture.  It  is  all  the 
more  necessary  that  this  should  be  clearly  understood,  since  it  is 
becoming  generally  admitted  that  co-operation  is  the  form  of 
combination  which  is  likely  to  do  most  for  the  regeneration  of 
agriculture. " 

The  Committee  further  observing  that  there  were  indications 
that  the  Agricultural  Co-operative  Movement  was  in  danger  of 
being  brought  within  the  sphere  of  party  politics,  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  issue  a  letter  of  warning  to  the  Public.  The  letter 
pointed  out  that  the  Society  was  not  an  outcome  of  the  recent 
interest  in  agricultural  co-operation  and  small  holdings,  but  had 
been  established  for  nearly  ten  years,  and  had  founded  and  or- 
ganised agricultural  co-operative  societies  of  various  kinds  all 
over  the  country.  The  Committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  it 
served  a  very  useful  purpose. 


(2)  Conference  of  Organisers. 

A  very  successful  Conference  of  Organisers  was  held  on  the 
17th  of  October  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  Appendix. 

The  Committee  realising  the  great  importance  of  such  gather- 
ings have  approved  of  conferences  being  held  twice  in  each  year 
instead  of  once  as  heretofore. 
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(3)  Relations  with  other  Public  Bodies. 

The  Society  continues  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Registry  of  Friendly 
Societies,  the  Board  of  Trade  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  the  County  Councils  Association, 
the  Irish  and  Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Societies,  the 
National  Poultry  Organisation  Society  and  other  public  bodies. 

(4)  The  Press  and  the  Movement 

A  remarkable  change  has  come  over  the  Press  of  the  Country 
towards  the  Movement.  From  almost  every  quarter  of  the  land 
testimony,  by  and  through  the  Press,  is  borne  to  the  valuable  work 
we  are  carrying  on.  Papers  now  open  their  columns  to  articles 
and  letters  in  support  of  the  co-operative  principal,  that  a  few 
years  ago  ignored  it.    We  are  very  grateful  for  this  recognition. 

(5)  Inter-Trading  between  Affiliated  Societies. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  transactions  have 
taken  place  between  some  of  our  societies  and  societies  affiliated 
to  the  Scottish  A.O.S.  in  seed  potatoes  and  other  classes  of  pro- 
duce, and  to  mutual  advantage. 

(6)  Inter-visits  between  Societies. 

During  the  year  visits  have  taken  place  between  societies  to 
much  larger  degree  than  in  former  years.  The  Eastern  Counties 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Association  have  had  several  deputations 
from  various  parts  of  the  country  to  see  its  activities.  So  also 
have  the  Brandsby  (Yorks),  Southern  Counties  (Winchester), 
Carmarthen,  the  Wenslydale  Pure  Milk  (Northallerton),  the 
Wiltshire  Farmers  (Chippenham),  as  well  as  other  societies. 

'  (7)  Our  Journal. 

We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  "  Co-operation,"  the  monthly 
organ  of  the  Society,  is  now  practically  paying  its  way.  We  have 
evidence  from  many  quarters  that  it  is  serving  a  useful  purpose  in 
the  Movement.  It  does  not  aim  at  being  a  technical  journal  in  any 
sense  of  the  term,  but  is  a  record  of  the  progress  made  by  the 
Movement  at  home,  and  of  matters  of  interest  from  similar  Move- 
ments in  other  lands.  We  now  send  the  paper  free  to  all  sub- 
scribers to  the  Society  of  a  pound  and  upwards.. 
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^XL    ANNUAL  GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL 
GENERAL  MEETINGS. 

The  Annual  General  Meetings  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the 
tent  ot  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  at  the  Show  Ground,  Liver- 
pool, on  June  24th,  1910. 

The  President  (Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P. )  presided  and  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  Report  ;  it  was  seconded  by  Lord  Lucas  and 
carried. 

The  Hon.  John  Boscawen  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President,  Committee  and  Officers  for  their  conduct  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Society,  this  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Harold  Barbour,  and 
carried. 

On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Pilkington,  C.B.,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Argles,  the  President  and  the  eight  retiring  members  of  Committee  : 
the  Earl  of  Stradbroke,  Lord  Lucas,  the  Hon.  Edward  Strutt,  the 
Rev.  Rollo  Meyer,  Mr.  H.  C.  Fairfax-Cholmeley,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Wolff,  were  unanimously  re-elected. 

The  Society's  Auditor,  Mr.  H.  Holton  Sturges,  was  re-elected 
on  the  motion  of  the  President. 

A  vote  of  thanks,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.  P. , 
was  passed  to  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  for  the  use  of  their 
tent,  and  to  Mr.  Yerburgh  for  presiding. 

Special  General  Meeting. 

Immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting 
a  Special  General  Meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose,  in  accordance 
with  the  notice  given,  of  altering  Rule  19  of  the  Society's  Rules. 

Lord  Lucas  moved  to  add  the  following  sub-section  to 
Rule  19  : — 

"  (<^)  If  (being  an  elected  member  of  the  Committee)  he 
attends  less  than  four  Committee  Meetings  in  any  one  year  (dating 
from  the  day  on  which  an  Annual  General  Meeting  is  held)  unless 
he  gives  reasons  for  his  absence  from  the  meetings  which  he  fails 
to  attend  which  the  Committee  may  consider  satisfactory.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  sub-section  '  Committee  Meetings '  should  be 
held  to  include  meeting  of  any  sub-committee." 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Barbour  and  carried  7iem.  co?i. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Special  General  Meeting  then  con- 
cluded. 


"  In  the  appendices  will  be  found  a  verbatim  report  of  the  proccedini^s. 
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XII.   THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  P;''esident  (Mr.  R.  A.  Verburyli,  M.P.),  and  eij^ht  member.s 
of  the  CoiV"^'ttee  (Mr.  Francis  D.  Acland,  M.P.,  Mr.  Charles 
Adeane,  Mr^.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.,  Mr.  E.  E.  Bennett,  Mr.  Noel 
Buxton,  M.-'P.,  Mr.  Rupert  Ellis.  Mr.  R.  X.  Sutton  Nelthorpe,  and 
Mr.  Rouse  ^^Orlebar)  retire,  but  are  e.lii^ible  for  re-election  ; 
also  Mr.  H.  E/olton  Sturi>-es,  1^\C.A.,  the  Society's  Auditor. 
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The  Agricultural  and  General 
Go-operative  Insurance  Society, 

IwIlVIITEO, 

Registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act,  and 
affiliated  to  the  AGRICULTURAL  ORGANISATION  SOCIETY. 


Bonuses  for  years  1909  and  1910 
25  per  cent— 5s.  in  the  £  on 
premiums  paid. 


The  Society's  Fire  Policy  is  exceptionally  free  from 
restrictions,  and  the  Directors  make  a  point  of  dealing 
with  Claims  promptly  and  liberally. 

Fidelity  Guarantee  Policies  are  issued  to  Secretaries 
of  Agricultural  and  Small  Holding  Societies  at  low 
premiums. 

The  Society  is  prepared  to  act  as  agent  for  all  those 
classes  of  business  which  it  does  not  undertake  itself,  and 
has  secured  very  favourable  terms  for  its  Members  Em- 
ployer's Liability  Insurances. 

Secretaries  of  Societies  are  recommended  to  enquire 
into  particulars  regarding  the  Society  (which  was  founded 
at  the  request  of  members  of  Societies  affiliated  to  the 
A  O.S.),  and  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  insuring 
with  it. 


OF- PRICES  : 

Dacre  House,  Dacre  Street,  Victoria  Street, 

LONDON,  S.W. 

K.  W.  HOPKINSON,  Manager. 
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EGG  B0XE5. 

FITTED  WITH  IMPROVED  SELF-LOCKING 
LEATHER  BOARD  EGG   FITTINGS,  AND 
WOOD  WOOL  PACKING. 


The  Fitting-s  are 
cut  by  special  ma- 
chinery, and  are 
wire-stapled  at  the 
ends,  consequently 
tiiere  are  no  loose 
ends  to  be  knocked 
i^ff,  which  enhances 
the  wearing-  quali- 
ties, forming-  a  most 
elastic  fitting. 


To  hold  5  doz.  eggs 
,>        6  ,, 

20 


Empty  Box  weigh 

2/4  each     6  lbs.  ^ 


2/6 
3/- 
4/6 
6/- 


7  M 

18  „ 
27  ,» 


Complete 
with 
Interchangeable 
Fittings 
and 
Wood  Wool. 


A  reduction  of  3d.  per  box  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  6  of  a  size. 
Special  quotations  for  quantities.     Carriage  forward. 

EGG  FITTINGS  SUPPLIED  FOR  OWN  BOXES. 


THOS.  P.  BETHELL, 

Pafentee  and  Sole  Manufacturer  of  the  '*  Raylite  " 
Sys/em  of  Packing  and  Forwarding  Eggs. 

'•CROWN  "  WORKS,  42,  BOUNDARY  PLACE, 

LIVERPOOL. 


Illustka  i  Ki)  Catalogue  post  free  on  request,  showing  over  a  dozen 
varieties  of  Egg  Boxes  to  select  from,  also  *'  Unique  "  Live  Chick  Boxes. 


Some  Photos  of  Plant  used  at 
The  Chippenham  Depot  of  the  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd. 

Snpplied  by  Messrs.  ARTHUR  G.  ENOCK  &  CO.,  LTD. 


THE    MILK   COMING  IN  FROM  THE  FARMERS  IN  THE 
EARLY  MORNING 


A  \  L\  THE  RECEPTION  HALL  SHOWING  THE  LARGE 

RECEPTION  VATS,  AND  THE  INNER  ENDS   OF  THE  MILK 
WEIGHERS  WITH  THE  TWO  HYGIENIC  MILK  PUMPS 


A    MORE    DETAILED    \TE\\    UNDER    THE  RECEIVING 
VERANDAH  SHOWING  THE  MILK   BEING  TIPPED  INTO 
ONE   OV  THI-:   WFIGHIXG  MACHINES 


DEMONSTRATION  CAR 


SPEAKING   FROM   THE  EGG  TRAIN 


ROGUING  A   FIELD   OF  TURNIP  SEED 


WORK  FINISHED 
SOME  OF   THE   ROOT  AND  SEED  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  E.C.F.C.A 


Reading  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Go-operative  Society.  Ltd. 


SALE  YARD 


REGISTERED  OFFICE 


INTERIOR   OF  A   PORTION   OF  THE  WAREHOUSE 


The  Sutton  (Isle  of  Ely)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 


Appendices. 
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1909  Figures. 
£  d. 


4 

10 

10 

3 

4 

4 

5 

0 

36 

4 

8 

10 

0 

.074 

4 

6 

968 

8 

Q 

18 

I 

30 

I 

10 

104 

16 

4 

44 

16 

0 

26 

4 

7 

J  3 

10 

0 

3 

19 

0 

t8 

4 

SJOO     O  O 


20 1    6  o 


^3»244    '  4 


APPKX 

STATEMENT   OF   ACCOUNTS  FOR  THE 


RECEIPTS. 


1910  Figures. 


To  Balance,  31st  December, 
1909  :  - 

Cash  in  hand,  Organ- 
ising Expenses 
Account  ... 

Cash  in  hand,  Petty 
Cash  Account 

Cash  in  hand.  Postage, 
Account  ... 

Cash  in  Bank... 

Share  Subscriptions 
Annual 

Grant   from  Board  of 

Agriculture 
Donations 

Organising  Expenses 
repaid 

Affiliation  Fees 

Advertisements 

Printing  and  Station- 
ery supplied  to 
Societies  ... 

Rent  Received 

Literature  Sold 

Sundries 

Bank  Overdraft 
...  Donation  from  Board 

of  Agriculture 
...  Guarantee  Fund 


i.  d. 


d. 


J  ID 

49  I 


211  o 
1,365  17  o 


'3 


57 

1 

0 

368 

s 

0 

441 

7 

6 

364 

10 

I 

14 

1 16 

'7 

9 

43 

6 

s 

7 

'  3 

3 

IQ 

I  2 

6 

258 

'4 

7 

i:3,68; 


I  have  examined  the  forey:oinii  St.itement  of  Receipts  and  Payments 
and  now  sis,'n  the  same,  as  found  to  hi^  correct,  duly  vouched  and  in  accordance 


March  ,;ot/i  igii. 
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DIX  A. 

YEAR  ENDED   31st  DECEMBER,  1910. 


1909  Fiij-ures. 


s. 

d. 

,978 

9 

10 

201 

15 

I  "J 

0 

0 

19 

3 

50 

0 

0 

93 

6 

I 

^7 

1 1 

4h 

18 

'3 

0 

13 

13 

9 

2 

0 

'5 

0 

1 0 

6 

10 

I  1 

15 

7^ 

4 

5 

0 

30 

0 

7 

20 

!  I 

9 

3 

3 

0 

8 

7 

0 

4 

19 

1 1 

1 

'4 

3 

5 

8 

4 

10 

5 

0 

1 

0 

49 

1 

3 

^,'3,244    I  4 


PAYMENTS. 


1910  Figures. 

s.  d. 


By  Salaries  and  Wages  ... 
Printing-and  Stationery 

Rent   

Organising  Expenses 
Grant  to  Journal 
Postage 
Office  Sundries 

Fittings 
Carriage  and  Fares  ... 
Auditing 
Telephone 
Telegrams 

Literature   

Subscriptions  to  Co- 
operative Union, etc. 

Housekeeper  ... 
F"uel  and  Lighting 

Press  Agency  ... 
Bicycles  for  Organisers 
Insurance  premiums ... 
Reporting  Meetings ... 
Ititereston  Overdraft... 
Bank  Charges... 

Balances,  3 1  st  December 
1910 : — 

Cash  in  hand.  Organ- 
ising Expenses 
Account 

Cash  in  hand,  Post- 
age Account 

...  Advertisements 
...  Petty  Cash 
...  In  Bank 


2,070 
248 
»75 
785 
75 
123 


28 

4 

5 

'9 

3 

3 

9 

12 

4^ 

3 

3 

0 

18 

9 

10 

9 

2 

ro 

f  0 

0 

4 

9 

to 

30 

9 

20 

13 

6 

3 

3 

0 

10 

10 

6 

4 

18 

9 

5 

15 

6 

•5 

8 

6 

1 

17 

8 

6  18  6 


3  9 


s.  d. 

1 1  10 

o  o 

8  I 

19  8 


50  16  3 


4'  '3  ' 


£'3,685    5  6 


and  verified  the  same  with  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers  relatiny  thereto, 
with  Law. 

H,  HOLTON  STURGES.  F.C.A. 

Chartered  Accottntant  and  Piihlic  Atidltor  under  the  Friendly  Societies,  etc. 
Acts,  of  Harher,  Stnrf>es  (r^  I'^raser,  /,  Guildhall  Ch a >nbers,  London,  E.C. 
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APPENDIX  n. 

List  of  Societies  Affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organisatioa. 
Society,  December  3 1st,  1910- 


AGRICULTURAL  TRADING  SOCIETIES. 

ENGLAND. 

Bediokdsiiire. 

South  Midlands  Aijricultiiral  Co-operative  Societ}',  Ltd. 

Buckinghamshire. 

Buckingham  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd. 
Marlow  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Thornborough  Agricultural  (?o-nperative  Society,  Ltd. 
Carrington  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Sicwkley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Swanbourne  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Claydon  and  District  Agricultund  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Victoria  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

CAMHRinCiESHIRE. 

Cambs,  Hunts,  and  Isle  of  Ely  Farmers'  Supply  Association,  Ltd, 
Soham  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Cheshire. 

Mid-Cheshire   Farmers'  Co-operative   Society,  Ltd. 
Arderne  Association  Ltd. 

Great  Saughall  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 

Cumberland. 

Cockermouth  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Cornwall. 

St.  Genny's  and  District  Produce  Society  Ltd. 
Dorset. 

\A'est  Moors  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Devonshire. 

Sutcombe  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Germansweek  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
East  Devon  Agricultural  Produce  Society,  Ltd. 

Durham. 

Teesdale  Associated  Farmers,  Ltd. 

Sunderland  Farmers'  and  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd. 
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Essex. 

Epping'  and  W'altham  AiC^riculUiral  'l"r;t(rm;L^  As^taiaiiun,  iJd. 
Tendring  Hundred  Farmers'  ( 'o-opi  ialivr  Socit  ty,  Lid. 
Saffron  Walden  and  District  Farmer^'  Association,  Ltd, 
Boxted  Small  Holding^s  Co-operati\ f  Sooiel\ ,  I,id. 
Barstable   Hundred  Agricultural   Co-operative   Society  Lid. 

Gloucestershire. 

West  Midland  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 
Lydney  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Dymock  ^agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Cirencester  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 

Frampton-on-Severn  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Nailsworth  Garden  Society,  Ltd. 

Hampshire. 

Bramshaw  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative   Society,  Ltd. 
Oakley  and  District  Smallholders  and  Farmers,  Ltd. 
Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 

Herefordshire. 

Herefordshire  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 

Hertfordshire. 

Barley  Produce  Association,  Ltd. 

Kent. 

Yalding  Farmers,  Ltd. 

Lancashire. 

Preston  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Society  Ltd. 
Padiham  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Society  Ltd.. 
Whalley  District  Farmers'  Ltd. 
Marton  and  District  Growers'  Association  Ltd. 

Lincolnshire 

Gunby  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
North  Lindsey  Farmers'  Ltd. 

London. 

East  Anglian  Farmers'  Ltd. 

Norfolk. 

Marshland  and  Wingland  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd. 
Way  ford  Traders'  Ltd. 

Nottinghamshire. 

Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 
East  Bassetlaw  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Oxfordshire. 

Banbury  and  District  Trading  Association  Ltd. 
Carterton  and  District  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Co-opi  r;Uive 
Societv  Ltd. 


lOI 


SiiKOPsiiiKt;. 

Newport  and  Di>inct  Agricultural  Trading  Society  Ltd. 
\\  eston-Rhyn  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Burwarton  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society  Ltd, 
Oswestry  District  Farmers  Ltd. 

Somerset. 

Dulverton  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Bridgwater  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Crewkerne  District  Farmers,  Ltd. 

SUI-IOLK. 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association  Ltd. 
Franilingham  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

S  UK  REV. 

Liiigfield,  Crowhurst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,, 
Ltd. 

Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Sussex. 

Battle  and  District  Agricultural  Supply  Association  Ltd. 
Chailey  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Wadhurst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Association,  Led. 
Heathfield  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Horsham  District  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Uakwickshire. 

Coleshill  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society  Ltd 

U'OKCESTERSHIRE. 

Forest  Supply  Association  Ltd. 
Bewdley  Agricultural  Supply  Association  Ltd. 
Madresfield  Agricultural  Supply  Association  Ltd 
Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers'  Ltd. 

Yorkshire. 

Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association  Ltd. 
Ripon   Co-operative  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 
Darley  Farmers'  Ltd. 

Market  Weighton  and  District  Farmers'  Supply  Associatmn  Ltd, 

Scarborough  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Stainborough  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Society^  Ltd 

Ryedale  Agricultural  Trading  Association  Ltd. 

Whitby  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd 

Loftus  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 

Craven  Tenant  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 

liunsingore  and   District   Fruit   Growers'  Association,  Ltd 

Wawne  Farmers'  Ltd. 

Ripponden  and  District  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 
Pateley  Bridge   District    Farmers'  Ltd. 
Brighouse  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd,. 
W'harfedale  Farmers'  Trading  Association  Ltd. 
W'cnsleydale  Farm.ers'  Association  Ltd, 
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WALES. 

A.SGLEbEV. 

Dulas  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Anglesey    Eastern   Agricultural  Co-operative    Society  Ltd. 

Anglesey  Western  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Brecknockshire. 

Cradoc  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Builth  Upper  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Cardiganshire. 

Lledrod  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Tregaron  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Vale  of  Tivy  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

New  Quay  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Dyffryn  Teify  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Cross  Inn  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Llangwryfon  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd. 

Llanfarian  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Ll'andyssul  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Swyddfifynon  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Vale  of  Rheidol  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Penrhyncoch   Agricultural  Co-operative   Society  Ltd. 
Penbryn  Cranog  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

•Carmarthenshire. 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-oi3erative  Society  Ltd. 
Gwernogle  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Llangadock  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Pumpsaint  and   District  Agricultural   Co-operative   Society  Ltd. 
Llanelly  and  District  Farmers'  Society  Ltd. 
Llandovery  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd, 
Emlyn  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 

Llanybyther  Agricultural  Co-operative   Society  Ltd. 

•Carnarvonshire. 

Eifionydd  Fanners'  Association  Ltd. 

Nant  Machno  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Clynnog  Fawr  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 

Denbighshire. 

Pandy  Tudor  Agricultviral  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Flintshire. 

Hawarden  and  District  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 

North   West  Flintshire  Agricultural  Co-operative   Societ}  Ltd. 

^  Glamorganshire. 

Pontypridd  and  District  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 
Cierphilly  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Rhondda  District  Agricultural  Society  Ltd. 
JJrmgynvvyd  Farmers'  Society  Ltd. 
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Cwm'i^ors   and  District   l^irnicrs'   Society  Ltd. 
West'  (rlamorgan  Fanner's  Association  Ltd. 
Gowe.r  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Pontairdawe  and  District  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 

Merioxrti.'siiire. 

Dysynrii  \'alle}^  Ai::;ricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Penllyn'  Ai^riciiltnral  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
W'nion   iDistrict  Aj^ricuhural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
'\rdud\v}^:  Farmers'  Ltd. 

EdeyrnioM  Aj^ricultural  Co-oj3erative  Society  Ltd. 

MoXTGOMKRVSnilKE. 

J.lanidloes  ^Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Severn  Valk  y  Ag'ricnltural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Dovey  Co-op  erative  Society  Ltd. 

Pembrokkshike. 

St.   Bride's  Agi  :.icultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Fishguard  and     Good  wick   Ai^ricultural   Society  Ltd. 
Clynderwen  and    District  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 
Crymmych  and  Dis  trict  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 
Soiva  Farmers'  (.'o-t-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Pembroke  and  Distn'ct  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

DvA^IRY  SOCIETIES. 
^  ENGLAND. 

Cornwall. 

Cornw.all  Coimty  Frirm  and  Dairy  Co-operative  Society  Ltd, 
Golden  Vale  Dairy  ^  Society  Ltd. 

Hampshire, 

\A'est  Sussex  and  i  Hants  Dairy  Farmers'  Ltd. 
Lancashire.  , 

Walkden  and  Di'istrict  Farmers'  Milk  Supply  Association  Ltd. 
Clitheroe  and  D.'istrict  Dairy  Ltd. 

Leicestershire.  4 
Scalford  Dairy  I  ltd. 

Bagworth  and  ^pistrict  Dairy  and  Supply  Association  Ltd. 
Lincolnshire 

Newark  Dairy  Pv^td. 

London.  3 

Eastern  Counties'  L^^airy  Farmers'  Co-operative  Societv  Ltd. 

Staffordshire, 

Yoxall  and  District  CCo-opcrative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd. 
Dovedale  Dairy  Assoc i^iation  Ltd. 
Manifold  Valley  Dair30  Association  Lid, 
Croxden  Dairy  Associa\  tion  Ltd. 
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Warwickshire. 

Water  Orton  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society  Ltd. 
Leamington  Hastings  Co-ooerative  Creamery  Ltd. 

Wiltshire,  ^ 
Wiltshire  Farmers'  Ltd. 

Yorkshire. 

Nidderdale  Dairy  Society  Ltd 

Bentham  Dairy  Society  Ltd..  ' 
Ryedale  Dairy  Association  Ltd. 
Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society  Ltd. 

WALES.  / 
Cardiganshire.  I 

Lampeter  Co-operative  Agricultural  and  Dairy  S0O;iety  l^^j^ 

/ 

EGG  AND  POULTRY  SOCIETIES/ 
ENGLAND. 

Bedfordshire. 

Renfold  and  District  Poultry  Depot  Ltd. 

Buckinghamshire. 

Claydon  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society  Ltd. 
Woburn  Sands  and  District  Egg  and  Poijitry  Society  Ltd. 

Derbyshire. 

Parwich  Egg  Depot  Ltd. 

Gloucestershire. 

Cotswold  Egg  and  Poultry  Collecting  Depon  J^td. 
Cotswold  Farmers'  Association  Ltd. 

Hampshire. 

Ropley,  Medstead  and  District  Egg  and  Pouhry  Society  Ltd.- 
Hertfordshire. 

Rickmansworth  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Kent 

Goudhurst  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Depo^  Lt^j^ 
Waltham  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd 

Monmouth. 

Llanarth  Egg  Depot  Ltd. 

Oxfordshire. 

Chipping  Norton  and  District  Collectmg  Dei;ot  Ltd^ 

Shropshire. 

Chirbury  and  District  Collecting  Depot  L<(j. 
Ellesmere  Traders'  Ltd. 

Minsterley  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry-  Depot  Ltd. 
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Somerset. 

Merriott  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Depot  Ltd. 
Pen-Sehvood,  Bourton  and  District  Collecting  Depot  Lid. 

Surrey. 

Tatsfield  Egg  and  Poultry  Society  Ltd. 
Sussex. 

Robertsbridge  and  District  Egg  Society  Ltd. 
Wisborough  Green  and  District  Egg  Depot  Ltd. 

Warwickshire. 

Broadweli  and  District  Egg  Collecting  Depot  Ltd. 

Wiltshire. 

Purton  and  District  Egg  Depot  Ltd. 

CREDIT  SOCIETIES. 
ENGLAND. 

Bedfordshire. 

Clophill  Credit  Society. 

Buckinghamshire. 

High  Wycombe  Credit  Society. 
Drayton  Parslow  Credit  Society. 

Cambridgeshire. 

Coates  and  District  Small  Holders'  Credit  Society. 

Essex. 

Coggeshall  Credit  Society. 

Tiptree  and  District  Credit  Society. 

Hampshire. 

Hedge  End  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 

Herefordshire. 

Froome's  Hill  Co-operative  Credit  Society. 

Hertfordshire. 

Barley  Credit  Society. 

Kent. 

Bromley  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Halstead  Small   Holders'  Credit  Society. 
High  Halstow  (Kent)  Credit  Society. 

Leicestershire." 

Freeby  Agricultural  Credit  Societ}'. 
Brookvale  Credit  Society. 
Mountsorrel  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Oadby  Credit  Society  Ltd. 

Lincolnshire 

Scawby  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 

Spalding  and  District  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 

Friskney  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 
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Middlesex. 

All  for  Each"  Credit  Society. 
Norfolk. 

Wiggenhall  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 
Whissonsett  Small  Holders'  Credit  Society. 
Gedney  Dyke  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Tninch  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Stiffkey  Credit  Society. 
Wayford  Credit  Society. 

Nottinghamshire. 

Mansfield  Woodhouse   Co-operative  Credit  Society. 
Oxfordshire. 

Heyford  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 

I  slip  and  District  Credit  Society. 

Surrey. 

Dormansland  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Credit  Society. 
Limpsfield  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Croydon  Co-operative  Credit  Society. 
Epsom  Small  Holders'  Credit  Society. 

Worcestershire. 

Castlemorton  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 
Far  Forest  Agricultural  Credit  Society. 

Cradley   and   District   Small   Holdings'   and   Allotments'  Credit 
Society. 

WALES. 

Glamorganshire. 

St.  Fagan's  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Cadoxtcn  and  District  Credit  Society. 
Barry  and  District  Credit  Society. 

SMALL  HOLDINGS  AND  ALLOTMENT  SOCIETIES. 
ENGLAND. 

Bedfordshire. 

Biggleswade  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society 
Ltd. 

Stotford  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Ltd. 

Wootton  (Bedford)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
Potton  and  District  Small  Holders  Ltd. 
Kempston  Small  Holders'  Society  Ltd. 

Arlesey  Allotments  and  Small  Holders'  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
Berkshire. 

North  Berkshire  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  vSociety  Ltd. 
*Uffington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
*Abingdon  Small  Holdings  Society  Ltd. 


*  Not  directly  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.,  but  affiliated  to  the  North  llorkshire  Small  Holdlrio^s 
and  Allotrncnts  Society,  Ltd.,  which  in  tv.rn  is  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 
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Reading  Small  Holding's  and  Allotments  Association  Ltd. 
*Shrivenham  and  District  Small  Holdings'  Association  Ltd. 
^Stanford  and  Charney  Small  Holdings'  Society  Ltd. 

Buckinghamshire. 

Cuddington  Small  Holders  Ltd. 

High  Wycombe  and  District  Small  Holders  and  Allotment  Holders 
Ltd. 

Cambridgeshire. 

Coates  and  District  Small  Holders  Society  Ltd. 

Over  Small  Holdings  Association  Ltd. 

Sutton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association  Ltd. 

Cottenham  Small  Holders'  Ltd. 

Elm  and  District  Small  Holdings  Association  Ltd. 

Witcham  Small  Holders'  Association  Ltd. 

Cheshire. 

Birkenhead  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Higher  Bebington  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Devonshire. 

St.  Budeaux  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Dorset. 

Sturminster  Newton   Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
MarnhuU  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Sherborne  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Buckhorn  Western  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Stour  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 

Borough  of  Poole  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Newtown  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Hamworthy  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Poole  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
Oakdale  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
White  House  Hill  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Okeford  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Durham. 

Cleadon  and  Whitburn  Small  Holders,  Ltd, 

Ryton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd. 

Essex. 

Little  Waltham  Co-operative  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Woodford  Allotments,  Ltd. 

Hampshire. 

Winchester  and  District  Allotments  Holders'  Society,  Ltd. 
Eastleigh  and  Bishopstoke  Allotments  Co-operative  Association, 
Ltd. 

Alton  and  District  Co-operative  Land  Society,  Ltd. 

Passfield  Co-operative  Land  Society,  Ltd. 

Scberton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Herefordshire. 

Herefordshire  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments,  Ltd. 
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Hertfordshire. 

Bushev  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association, 
Ltd. 

Potton  End  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
King's  Langley  and  District  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society, 
Ltd. 

Sleaps  Hyde  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 

Cheshunt  Land  Club  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Croxley  Green  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 

Huntingdonshire. 

North  Hunts  and  District  Central  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
+  Somersham  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
t  Farcet  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Kent. 

Swanley  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

West  Mailing  and  District  Co-operative  Land-holding  Association, 
Ltd. 

Bromley  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Sutton  Valence  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Sevenoaks  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 

Westerham  Allotment  and  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Welling  and  District  Co-operative  Small  Holders.  Ltd. 

Edenbridge  Land  Club,  Ltd. 

Erith  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd. 
Halstead  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd. 

Orpington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Co-opera- 
tive Association,  Ltd. 

Lancashire. 

Clitheroe  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 

Leicestershire. 

Aylestone  Co-operative  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Newfoundpool  Co-operative  Allotment  Society,  Ltd. 
Leicestershire  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
Lutterworth  Co-operative  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Oadby  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 

Lincolnshire 

South  Linconshire  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
Timberland  and  District  Agricultural  Union,  Ltd. 

London. 

Brotherhood  Trust  Extension  Society,  Ltd. 
Plumstead  Common  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 

Middlesex. 

''All  for  Each"  Allotment  and  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 
Ruislip-Northwood  Co-operative   Small   Holdings  and  Allotments 
Society,  Ltd. 


t  Not  directly  .iffillated  to  the  A.O.S.,  Init  affiliated  to  the  North  Hunts  and  District  Central 
Small  Holdintjs  Association,  Ltd.,  which  in  turn  is  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 
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Monmouthshire. 

Trelleck  and  District  Land  Association,  Ltd. 

Norfolk. 

Wayland  Small  Holdings  Association  Ltd. 

N  O  RTH  AMPTO  N  S  H I R  E . 

Mid-Northants  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Moulton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Far  Cotton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society 
Ltd. 

§Clipston  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§  Flore  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
i^\\V>otton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§  Crick  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Piddington,  Hackleton,  Horton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and 

Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Roth\vell  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§St.  James's  (Northhampton)  and  District  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Harpole  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
§Long  Biickbv  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society 

Ltd. 

Nether  Heyford  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association  Ltd. 
v^Yardley  Hastings  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
.^Spratton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
i^Finedon  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Kingsthorpe  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society 
Ltd. 

^Kislingburv  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society 
Ltd. 

§Bra[ield  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
§Welford  and  Sulby  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 

Hargrave  Small  Holders  Ltd. 

Higham  Ferrers  Small  Holders  Ltd. 

Irchester  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association  Ltd. 
Creaton   and   District   Small   Holdings   and   Allotments  Society 
Ltd. 

Wellingborough  Small  Holdings  Ltd. 

Rushden  Co-operative  Land-holding  Association  Lid. 

Newborough  District  Land  Society  Ltd. 

Wollaston  Small  Holdings'  and  Allotments'  Society  Ltd. 
Northumbp:rland.  • 
•     Wallsend  Small  Holdings  Ltd. 

Ashington  and  Hirst  Small  Holders  Ltd. 

Blyth  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association  Ltd. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Small  Holdings  Society  Ltd. 
Nottinghamshire. 

Mansfield  Woodhouse  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allot- 
ment Society,  Ltd. 


§  Not  directly  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S,,  but  affiliated  to  the  MJd-Northants  Small  Holding's 
and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd..  which  in  turn  is  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 
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Somersetshire. 

Street  and  District  Small  Holdings  Association  Ltd. 
Brislington  Allotments  Ltd. 
Bath  Co-operative  Allotments  Society  Ltd. 
Radstock  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society  Ltd. 

Suffolk. 

Bardwell  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 
Surrey. 

Woking  and  Maybury  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Addlestone  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotment^  Society, 
Ltd. 

Epsom  and  Sutton  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 
Haslemere  and  District  Co-operative  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Richmond  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Societv  (Surrey), 
Ltd. 

Merrow  Land  Club  Ltd. 

Croydon  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Dormansland   Small   Holdings  and   Allotments   Society,  Ltd. 
Reigate  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 
Battlebridge  Allotments,  Ltd. 

Woking  Village  and  Mayford  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  As- 
sociation, Ltd. 

Guildford  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd. 
Mitcham  and  District  Small  Holders  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Sussex. 

Hastings  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Co-operative  Society, Ltd. 

Warwickshire. 

Nuneaton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Coventry  Allotments,  Ltd. 

London  Road  Allotments  (Coventry),  Ltd. 

Shirley  Allotments,  Ltd. 

South  Leamington  New  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Wiltshire. 

Mere  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

West  Lavington  .Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd. 

Worcestershire. 

East  Worcestershire  Small  Holdings  and  iVllotments  Co-operative 

Society,  Ltd 
North  Bromsgrove  Market  Gardeners,  Ltd. 

Sidemoor  and  Perryfields  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society, 
Ltd. 

Cradley  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Yorkshire. 

Barnsley  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments,  Ltd. 

Bridlington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments,  Ltd. 
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Pickering  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Morley  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Kilham  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Pocklington  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 

Broomfleet  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Hornsea  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Driffield  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 

WALES. 

Carnarvonshire. 

Carnarvon  Small  Holdings  and  Allorments  Society,  Ltd. 

Glamorganshire. 

Barry  Small  Holdings  Tenants'  Association,  Ltd. 
Cardiff  Allotment  and  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 
Cardiff  Land-holders'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Porthcawl  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Coychurch  Lower  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Cadoxton  and  District  Small  Holders'  Association,  Ltd. 


MISCELLANEOUS  SOaETIES. 
ENGLAND. 

Buckinghamshire. 

High  VVycornbe  Farming  Association,   Ltd.  (Farming.) 

Gloucestershire. 

Winchcombe  Co-operative  Auction  Mart,  Ltd.  (Auction  Market.) 

Hampshire. 

Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 

(Auction  Markets) 

Hertfordshire. 

Garden  City  Press,  Ltd.  (Industries.) 

Leicestershire. 

Bagworth  and  District  Dairy  and  Supply  Association  Ltd  (Auction 
Market.) 

Leicestershire  and  Rutland  Cattle  Improvement  Society,  Ltd. 
London. 

Co-partnership  Farms,  Ltd.  (Farming.) 

Guernsey   Growers'   Co-operation,  Ltd. 

Central  Co-operative  Agricultural  Bank,  Ltd. 

Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Sussex. 

Worthing  and  District  Market  Growers'  Association,  Ltd. 
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\\'arwick.shire. 

Federated  Growers,  Ltd. 

Wiltshire. 

Sherston  Co-operative  Milling  Society,   Ltd.  (Milhng.) 

Worcestershire. 

Teme  Valley  Agricultural  Association,  Ltd.  {Moior  Service.) 
Pershore  Co-operative  Fruit  Market,  Ltd.  {Fruit   luctiou  Market. 

PROPAGANDIST  SOCIETY. 
SCOTLAND. 

Midlothian. 


Scottish    Agricultural    Ori^anisation  Society. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

TELEPHONES   IN  WENSLEYDALE. 

Dear  Mr.  Harris, 

At  the  last  meeting  of  my  C'oirmittei-  on  ihc  <)th  j;inuary  last, 
5t  w  as  decided  to  proceed  \\  ith  the  scheme  for  exieiuiint;  ihe  telephone 
in  \\'ensle}dale,  ;ind  1  was  dir.^cted  to-  formidate  a  scheme  for  the 
<-xtension  of  the  l\^si  (Office  Telephone  from  I^ed.ile  to  Mawes ;  to 
approach  the  local  C\)uncils  askini>  for  their  support  ;  and,  if  necessary, 
to  obtain  your  assistance  in  approaching  the  l^oard  of  Agriculture  and 
the  Postmaster  (General. 

I  have  made  full  enquiries  in  the  District  and  shall  be  obliged 
if  you  will  now  help  me  to  bring  the  matter  befoi^e  the  proper 
iiuthorities. 

Resolutions  in  supjjort  of  the  Scheme  have  already  been  passed  by 
the  Rural  District  C'ouncils  in  the  district,  viz.,  Bedale,  Aysgarth,  and 
Hawes,  copies  of  which  I  enclose  herewith.  Sir  Henry  Beresford- 
Pierce,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  North  Riding  County  Council,  assures 
us  that  we  shall  have  the  support  of  the  County  Council,  and  all 
the  Parish  C(Hincils  and  Meetings  have  been  asked  for  their  approval. 
The  ])ublic  support  of  tlie  scheme  can  therefore  be  said  to  be  unanimous. 

The  enclosed  skeleton  map  will  show  you  the  District  it  is  pro- 
posed should  be  covered  ;  the  length  of  the  desired  extiMision  is  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  miles,  and  it  will  ser\e  a  population  of  about  eleven 
thousand.  I  understand  that  te]egra])hic  messages  are  transmitted 
by  telephone  at  the  Post  Offices  as  far  up  the  Dale  as  Rodmire,  four- 
teen miles  from  Hedale. 

Mr.  Meyer,  who  has  been  investigating  the  matter,  reports  as 
follow- s  :  — 

"  Thi'  Telephone  wire  bv  which  the  Post  Olllce  tran>niit  telegrams 
from  Middli'ham  is  connected  with  Redmir,  Carlton,  Wensley,  East 
and  West  W  itlon,  S|)ennithcrne,  and  Bedale,  and  apparently  the  system 
works  very  well,  Init  at  places  other  than  Middleham,  many  of  the 
present  'J'elegraph  users  would  communicate  more  frequently  if  they 
had  access  to  a  privately  installed  Telephone  or  to  a  Public  Call  Office 
in  the  village. 

"  The  question  of  Public  Call  Offices  is  of  the  hrst  importance, 
as  many  people  ha\-e  pointed  out  that  if  they  are  in  reach  of  such  an 
Office  they  would  not  have  private  installation.  To  others  living 
at  a  distance  from  the  village,  a  Public  Call  Office  would  be  of  little 
use.  The  occupiers  of  the  larger  residences  and  halls  particularly, 
Avould  in  all  probability  become  jirivate  subscribers. 

"  Another  important  point  is  the  inclusion  of  the  railway  stations 
in  the  scheme.    As  an  example  of  its  utility,  a  busy  tradesman  in 
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Bainbridge  stated  that  it  would  save  him  hundreds  of  journeys  between' 
his  store;  and  the  station  in  a  year.  Another  gentleman  mentioned 
how  it  would  assist  the  magistrates  and  police  in  their  work;  and,, 
above  all,  the  amount  of  time  saved  to  the  farming  classes,  both  in 
their  connection  with  the  dairies  and  in  their  private  business,  will, 
be  inestimable. 

"  With  regard  to  actual  subscribers,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  great 
deal  depends  on  the  system  adopted,  but  I  have  obtained  about  twenty 
names  as  promised  subscribers  lo  any  sound  scheme  at  a  reasonable 
cost.  They  are  mostly  landed  gentry  and  do  not  include  a  large 
number  of  farmers  and  tradespeople,  besides  the  police  and  station 
officials,  who  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  subscribe. 

As  you  know,  our  aim  in  securing  the  telephone  is  to  enable  the 
isolated  farmers,  who  are  members  of  the  VVensleydale  Farmers' 
Association,  to  utilise  the  cheap  facilities  of  the  party-wire  svstem 
which  has  been  found  to  work  so  well  in  connection  with  our  society 
at  Brandsby. 

If  the  facilities  are  th(.re,  we  believe  that  the  farmers  will  gradually 
take  advantage  of  them,  and  we  will,  of  course,  do  our  utmost  tO' 
popularise  the  system. 

I  think  that  we  have  got  as  far  in  our  enquiries  as  is  possible  to  us 
at  the  present  time,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  forward  the  case  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  or  to  the  Postmaster  General  as  you  may 
consider  advisable.  Please  let  me  know  if  there  is  any  further  infor- 
mation on  the  matter  you  would  like  me  to  obtain. 

Yours  faithfully, 
P.    F.    FLETCFIER,  Secretary. 

J.  Nugent  Harris,  Esq. 
Secretary,  A.O.S. 

COPIES  OF  RESOL.UTIONS  PASSED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
COUNCILS. 

Bedale  Rural  District  Couxcir..    8th  February,  1911. 

*'  It  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  T.  Rigby,  seconded  by  Mr. 
C.  W.  Tilly,  and  resolved  that  this  Council  support  the  scheme 
for  the  extension  of  the  Post  Office  Telephone,  in  Wensleydale,. 
from  Bedale  to  Hawes,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  the  North  Eastern  Counties  Committee  of  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society." 

Aysgarth  Rural  District  Council.    13th   February,    191 1. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Aysgarth  Rural  District  Council  held  on 
the  13th  day  of  February,  1911,  it  was  resolved  that  this  Council 
is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a  great  need  of  the  Post  Office  Tele- 
phone being  extended  from  Bedale  to  Hawes,  and  that  such  an 
extension  w^ould  confer  a  great  boon  on  the  District." 

Leyburn  Rural  District  Council.    17th  February,  1911. 

"  That  thi.s  Council,  being  of  opinion  that  telephonic  communi- 
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cation  would  bt  <>{  advantage  to  the  residents  of  W'ensleydale,  do 
support  the  effori>  of  the  Wensleydale  Farmers'  Association  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Postmaster  General  the  extension  of  the  telephone 
from  Bedale  to  Hawes." 

Bedale  Parish  Council,     14th  March,  1911. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Bedale  Parish  Council  to  write  to  you 
and  say  that  the  Council's  entirely  in  agreement  with  the  request 
for  the  Telephone  extension  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  9th 
inst.,  and  supp(n-ts  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Rural  District 
Council." 

(Signed)  THOS.  LIN  SCOTT,  Clerk. 

TELEPHONES  AT  BRANDSBV. 

A  oKkiNG  or  THE  "  Party  W'ire^'  System. 

Brandsby  is  an  agricultural  village  with  a  population  of  about 
300.  The  Telephone  was  extended  there  in  November,  1907,  and  at 
present  there  are  six  subscribers  at  the  ordinary  rate  of  ,^^5  per 
annum.  In  November,  1910,  the  Postmaster  General  opened  the 
party  wire  system  as  an  {experiment,  and  there  are  now  ten  subscribers 
to  this  at  ;£,'3  per  anntim.  The  system  is  for  a  wire  to  be  run  from 
the  Post  Office,  which  acts  as  the  local  exchange,  and  for  there  to  be 
at  least  three  subscribers  per  mile  on  this  line ;  their  numbers  being 
(say)  5a,  5b,  5c,  etc.  At  Brandsby  there  are  two  wires  with  five 
subscribers  on  each,  and  each  person  can  ring  up  the  other  on  the  wire 
direct,  giving  one,  two,  three,  four  or  five  short  rings  to  denote  the 
subscriber  required.  It  is  possible  for  the  other  subscribers  on  the 
wire  to  overhear  the  conversation,  but  such  action  can  be  detected  by 
the  lessened  sound.  Connection  with  subscribers  on  the  other  wire 
and  with  ordinary  subscribers  can  be  made  through  the  Post  Office. 
Easingwold  (5  miles  away)  is  a  junction  call  for  which  a  penny  extra 
is  charged.  York  (13  miles  from  Easingwold)  is  a  trunk  call  at  3d. 
An  unlimited  rmmber  of  calls  on  the  Party  Wire  can  be  made. 

The  Postmaster  General  has  recently  written  Mr.  Fairfax-Cholmeley 
that  he  has  made  enquiries  and  finds  that  the  system  is  "  working 
satisfactorily  and  that  the  subscribers  are  pleased  with  the  service." 

Mr.  Cholmeley  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  particulars  as 
to  the  way  in  which  business  has  been  facilitated  by  the  party-wire 
system,  which,  he  says,  is  used  very  frequently.      He  writes  : — 

"  I.  For  all  Committee  work  it  is  invaluable;  it  makes  it  easier 
to  work  through  Committees  in  any  combined  work  in  the  parish,  and' 
saves  waste  of  time,  delays,  etc.,  in  these  matters. 

'*  2.  For  business  it  is  also  invaluable  both  locally  in  the  parish, 
and  it  enables  people  to  work  over  a  large  area  they  could  not  otherwise 
have  touched.  We  are  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  the  telephone 
at  Helmsley,  Gilling  and  Hovingham.  Co-operation  would  work 
in  these  districts  if  the  telephone  were  there. 

'*  3.  Some  farmers  do  important  business  at  great  distances  over 
the  telephone." 
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The  manager  of  the  Brandsby  Agricultural  Tradin*^  A vs(H.i<aion  also 
writes  me  that  they  use  the  telephone  a  large  number  nf  times  each 
day,  and  make  Trunk  calls  at  least  once,  and  in  seed-iim<;\  twice  a 
day. 

"  Before  the  Telephone  was  put  in,"  he  says,  "  wf  had  great 
difficulty  of  getting  in  touch  with  markets.  Non-mcmbcrs,  in  particular 
would  receive  quotations  from  outside  firms,  and,  on  their  way,  say, 
to  York,  would  call  and  ask  our  prices.  In  many  casr>  we  wrre 
unable  to  compete  as  we  are  not  in  touch  with  the  to\vn<.  This 
trouble  has  now  been  done  away  with,  and  on  a  number  of  occasions 
we  have  made  favourable  contracts  through  being  on  the  telephone." 

Personally,  I  find  the  telephonic  connection  with  Brandsby  is  of 
the  greatest  use  in  my  Committee  work,  and  I  am  in  frequent  com- 
munication with  Mr.  Cholmeley  and  Mr.  Wood. 


16  Castlegate,  York, 
23rd  March,  191 1. 


(Signed)  P.  F.  FLETCHER 
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APPENDIX  D. 

REPORT  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANISATION  SOCIETY. 

At  thf^  Second  Annual  Conference  of  the  A.O.S.  Organisers 
(.Messrs.  E.  Brown,  P.  F.  Fletcher,  A.  H.  Nicholson,  W.  H.  Press, 
W.  Turntr,  and  Walter  Williams)  held  in  the  office  in  London  on 
Monday,  the  17th  of  October,  the  undersigned  were  asked  to  prepare 
this  Memorandum  embodying  the  results  of  the  discussions  on  the 
various  subjects  introduced. 

Mr.  Harris,  Secretary  of  the  A.O.S.,  presided,  and  the  attendance 
of  three  members  of  the  Committee  was  very  much  appreciated, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff,  Mr.  F.  D.  Acland,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  M.  T.  Baines. 
Mr.  Bowman  and  Mr.  Digges  were  also  present. 

The  following  subjects  were  discussed  :  — 

(1)  The  problem  of  sustaining  Members'  interest  in  their  Soc- 
ieties."   Introduced  by  Mr.  Walter  Williams. 

(2)  "The  danger  of  Individualism  amongst  Societies."  Intro- 
duced by  Mr.  ^^'alter  Williams. 

(3)  "The  Problem  of  the  Disposal  of  Produce."  Introduced  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Press. 

(4)  "Societies  and  their  Educational  Value."  Introduced  by  Mr. 
J.  Nugent  Harris. 

(5)  "  The  best  method  for  the  Organiser  to  adopt  in  starting  a 
Society,  and  the  value  of  Public  versus  Private  Meetings.  Introduced 
by  Mr.  Nugent  Harris. 

(6)  "Cast  versus  Credit;  the  effect  of  the  latter  system  on  our 
Movement."    Introduced  by  Mr.  Walter  Williams. 

(7)  "  The  Development  Act  and  Co-operation."  Introduced  by  Mr. 
J.  Nugent  Harris. 

(8)  "'Agricultural  Co-operation  and  the  C.W.S."  Introduced  by 
Mr.  Turner. 

(9)  "  The  Devolution  of  the  A.O.S.  by  the  Formation  of  District 
Organising  Committees."    Introduced  by  Mr.  P.  F.  Fletcher. 

(10)  Some  Aids  tO'  complete  Organisation,  e.g.,  utilising  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  Statistics,  and  Railway  Officials  Information,  also  Med- 
ical Officers  of  Health  for  Milk  Supplv  Organisation.  Introduced  bv 
Mr.  P.  F.  Fletcher. 

When  introducing  Subject  No.  i,  it  was  pointed  out  that  we  have 
arrived  at  a  period  in  the  history  of  our  movement  when  the  difficulty 
is  not  so  much  how  to  start  societies,  but  how  to  sustain  members' 
itilerest  in  them  after  starting.      This  is  the  case  with  the  smaller 
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societies  more  especially.  It  was  suggested  that  the  following  points 
should  be  observed  by  societies  in  their  efforts  to  sustain  members' 
interests  : — 

(1)  They  should  have  sub-committees  to  deal  with  every  branch  of 
their  work.  The  trading  societies  should  give  particular  attention  to 
buying  requirements  on  behalf  of  members,  and  the  sub-committee  for 
this  branch  should  be  in  close  touch  with  the  manager. 

(2)  The  list  of  members  should  be  checked  and  the  slack  ones 
circularised. 

(3)  Societies  should  secure  experimental  plots  to  demonstrate 
Avith  seeds  suitable  for  districts  in  which  they  are  situated. 

(4)  They  should  undertake  the  systematic  distribution  of  literature 
such  as  the  Board's  leaflets,  A.O.S.  leaflets,  etc.  Some  societies  could 
with  advantage  start  circulating  libaries,  giving  special  attention  to 
books  dealing  with  agriculture,  these  as  a  rule  being  highly  priced  and 
difficult  to  obtain  in  a  form  suitable  for  the  ordinary  farmer. 

(5)  Lectures,  excursions  to  different  farming  centres,  and  social 
gatherings. 

Recommendations  to  the  A.O.S.  Committee  :  — 

(a)  That  affiliated  Societies  might  be  circularised,  calling  their 
attention  to  the  desirability  of  extending  their  operations  beyond  buying 
and  selling  for  members,  and  suggesting  that  they  should  take  up 
educational  work  on  the  lines  suggested. 

(b)  That  there  is  need  to  do  something  to  promote  circulating 
libraries  in  country  districts.  It  was  pointed  out  (by  Mr.  Acland)  that 
the  National  Home  Reading  Union  is  anxious  to  aid  in  this  direction. 
Possibly  they  could  do  so  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  the  County  Councils  Association. 

In  introducing  Subject  No.  2,  it  was  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
tendency  amongst  the  larger  trading  socities  to  put  too  much  emphasis 
on  a  big  turnover.  Trade  is  sought  for  over  a  large  area,  their  repre- 
sentatives attend  distant  markets  and  dispose  of  goods  to  all  who 
might  buy. 

Recommendation. — That  large  Societies  should  be  advised,  that  if 
they  trade  in  markets  beyond  their  natural  area,  they  should  endeavoui 
to  form  local  committees  to  work  with  them,  and  to  have  some  voice 
in  their  affairs,  otherwise  they  do  not  encourage  co-operation  in  the 
true  sense.  If  they  cannot  do  this,  they  should  be  asked  to  limit  their 
areas. 

Subject  No.  3. — The  Disposal  of  Produce  was  discussed  at  length. 
It  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  affiliated  bodies  such  as  the  Pershore 
Fruit  Growers,  and  the  East  Anglian  Farmers  are  doing  a  satisfactory 
trade,  and  answering  a  good  purpose  in  the  disposal  of  fruit  and  vegeta- 
bles. Many  such  societies  are  needed,  and  provided  members  will  be 
loyal  to  them,  they  can  be  of  great  assistance  to  growers  of  green  stuffs. 

Unfortunately  instances  of  disloyalty  w^ere  cited  in  connection  with 
the  newly  formed  society  with  head  quarters  at  Birmingham — The 
Federated  Growers,  Ltd. — some  of  the  grov/er  members  only  disposing 
of  their  inferior  produce  throught  it.  Judging  by  the  discussion  it 
was  obvious  that  the  Disposal  of  Produce  Movement  needs  organising 
at  the  base,  before  success  can  be  achieved. 
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.SubiLCt  No.  S  was  linked  on  to  this,  and  evidence  was  given  of 
elforts  be  made  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and  the  Industrial 
Movement  generally  to  purchase  produce  from  our  societies.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  pointed  out  that,  although  the  C.W.S.  has  a  buyer 
of  fruit  and  vegetables  at  Covent  Garden  he  does  not  buy  from  the 
East  Anglian  Farmers'  Society,  which  has  a  stall  there.  The  question 
arose  whether  the  Distributive  Movement  always  buys  the  best  quality 
stuffs,  and  it  was  instanced  that  it  does  provide  a  good  market  for 
first  grade  eggs. 

It  was  agreed  that  in  order  to  bridge  over  the  difficulty  of  direct 
trading  between  the  agricultural  and  distributive  movements,  much 
spade  work  must  be  done  amongst  the  Producing  Societies.  With 
thorough  organisation,  our  societies  should  be  able  to  command  the 
best  market,  whether  amongst  private  traders  or  industrial  co-operative 
societies.  Instances  were  given  of  the  malpractices  existing  amongst 
a  certain  class  of  commission  agents.  It  is  evident  that  this  class  of  trader 
can  start  business  without  hardly  any  capital,  and  as  long  as  they  pay  the 
market  tolls,  they  are  at  liberty  to  inflict  any  amount  of  harm  upon  their 
clients.  They  are  very  rightly  teimed  "pests,"  and  the  sooner  some- 
thing is  done  the  better,  to  protect  producers  from  their  depredations. 
The  increase  of  small  cultivators  will  undoubtedly  afford  them  better 
scope  than  ever,  unless  a  system  can  be  adopted  to  weed  them  out. 

Recommendation. — That  the  time  has  arrived  when  an  enquiry 
should  be  made  into  the  business  methods  in  vogue  amongst  certain  com- 
mission agents.  Possibly  a  system  of  licensing  or  registration  should  be 
adopted  in  order  that  their  bona  fides  could  be  made  known. 

Subject  No.  4. — This  was  included  in  the  discussions  on  Nos.  i 
and  2. 

Subject  No.  5. — Public  versus  Private  Meetings  to  start  Societies. 
Both  have  their  place,  but  it  was  thought  that  too  much  publicity  at 
a  certain  stage  of  organisation  is  not  advantageous.  So  much  depends 
upon  the  nature  of  the  Society  to  be  started,  districts,  people  interested, 
etc.,  that  really  an  organiser  should  exercise  his  own  judgment  in  this 
matter.  It  was  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  best  societies  have  been 
started  as  the  result  of  private  meetings. 

Subject  No.  6. — During  the  introductory  remarks  on  this  subject 
it  was  said  that  the  credit  given  by  private  traders  has  n  dainnjjing 
effect  upon  our  societies.  When  members  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
promptly  for  their  goods,  they  go  to  the  private  traders.  Our  most 
successful  societies  are  the  ones  th  it  are  strict  about  payments,  but  these 
same  societies  are  situated  in  districts  where  farmers  can  afford  to  pay 
promptly.  Yet  co-operation  is  badly  required  in  the  more  rural  dis- 
tricts. A  system  of  credit  banking  would  help  such  districts  immensely 
in  their  effort  to  develop  co-operation. 

We  appreciated  very  much  Mr.  Wolff's  views  on  the  important 
question  of  credit.  Mr.  Wolff  explained  at  length  the  different  sys- 
tems m  existence  on  the  Continent,  and  gave  instances  of  how  Credit 
Banks  have  not  only  been  the  means  of  helping  members  materially, 
but  have  raised  the  moral  tone  of  whole  districts.  As  character  is  the 
best  asset  for  borrowing,  one  can  understand  that  the  village  bank  is 
an  incentive  to  better  living.      The  problem  of  adapting  co-operative 
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credit  to  Engli-h  conditions  is  now  occiipx  inj^'  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  and  Ii  is  hoped  that  an  effective  system  will  be  the  result. 
We  were  glad  to  have  such  an  authority  as  Mr.  Wolff  amongst  us,  at 
a  time  when  this  subject  figures  so  largely  in  the  world  of  rural 
economies. 

The  fear  on  the  part  of  large  farmers  that  Credit  Banl-:s  will  be  of 
no  use  to  them  need  not  prevail.  Large  sums  of  money  are  handled 
in  the  co-operative  banking  w^orld.  For  instance,  we  were  told  that 
the  great  Banca  Popolare  of  Milan  has  an  annual  turnover  of 
;£;"8o, 000,000,  and  started  with  a  capital  of  only  ;^2S.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Raiffeisen  bank  operates  on  a  smaller  scale,  to  suit  the  wants- 
of  small  holders. 

Subject  No.  7.— We  were  glad  to  understand  that  as  a  result  of  the 
Development  Act  something  will  be  done  before  long  tC'  encourage 
agricultural  co-operation  in  a  practical  manner. 

Subject  No.  9. — The  Devolution  of  the  A.O.S.  This  becomes  ne- 
cessary on  account  of  the  fact  that  knowledge  of  local  conditions  is 
so  necessary  in  order  to  do  effective  propagandist  work.  By  this 
means  local  interest  is  aroused.  Two  such  committees  have  already 
been  started  (the  North  Eastern  Counties  Committee,  and  the  North 
Wales  Committee)  the  conference  heard  with  interest  an  account  of 
the  work  already  accomplished  b}-  the  former,  the  latter  not  being  finally 
constituted.  vSiich  committees,  if  made  representative  of  the  interests- 
concerned  in  the  respective  districts,  will  undoubtedly  accomplish  good 
work  in  the  near  future. 

Subject  No.  10. — In  order  to  be  equipped  with  the  latest  informa- 
tion it  is  necessary  to  utilise  the  publications  issued  b}^  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  railway  officials,  and  others. 
Medical  Officers  of  health  in  many  cases  advocate  a  complete  organisa- 
tion of  the  milk  supply.  For  instance,  at  Walkden,  a  medical  officer 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Dairy  Society, 
The  Conference  was  agreed  on  this,  and  recommended  that  the  A.O.S. 
should  give  special  attention  to  the  question  of  supplying  the  latest 
information  regarding  the  development  of  the  movement  to  the  press, 
the  Societies,  County  Councils,  and  other  interested  bodies. 

Much  satisfaction  was  expressed  with  the  progress  the  movement 
has  made  since  our  last  conference.  The  fact  that  British  Agriculture 
needs  organising  is  acknowledged  universally. 

It  was  generally  felt  that  if  the  organisers  could  meet  at  least  twice 
a  year  it  would  be  a  great  aid  to  them  in  carrying  out  their  duties. 

(Signed)  on  behalf  of  the  Organisers,  WALTER  WILLL^MS. 
October  28th,  ioto.  ^  P.  F.  FLETCHER. 
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APPENDIX  E. 

WILTS  FARMERS,  LIMITED. 

Opening  Ceremony  at  Chippenham  Depot.— Description 
of  the  Factory. 

Reprinted  from  The  North  Wills  Guardian^  January  13th,  191  i. 

"  Wilts  Farmers,  Ltd/'  was  officially  started  on  its  career  on 
Friday  by  Earl  Carrington.  There  were  other  notabilities  present.  It 
was  only  a  brief  ceremony,  occupying  but  a  few  minutes.  Yet  it  had 
a  great  significance.  It  showed  what  co-operative  dairy  farming  can 
do,  it  showed  what  co-operation  generally  can  do,  and  it  showed  what 
W  iltshire  farmers,  who^  in  this  part  of  the  country  are  for  the  most 
part  interested  in  the  production  of  milk,  can  do-  when  banded  together. 

The  scheme  when  first  launched  was  more  or  less  laughed  at.  But 
when  Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett  talked  to  a  meeting  at  the  Angel  Hotel, 
Chippenham,  and  others,  who,  assured  in  their  own  minds  of  the 
success  of  the  proposed  movement,  followed  with  statements  of  facts 
of  what  was  being  done  in  Denmark  and  elsewhere  by  co-operative 
farming,  there  was  a  unanimous  response  to  the  appeal  for  support 
should  be  scheme  be  launched. 

And  so  it  has  gone  on.  Some  scoffed.  This  was  to  be  expected. 
But  scoffers  have  been  turned  to  converts,  and  the  fact  that  there 
are  something  approximating  900  gallons  of  milk  per  hour  being  dealt 
with  at  the  Cocklebury  premises  goes  to  show  that  there  is  confidence 
in  this  co-operative  movement — one  which  is  spreading.  Rome  was 
not  built  in  a  day.  Neither  for  that  matter  was  historical  Chippenham. 
Wilts  Farmers,  Ltd,  have  not  long  been  in  existence,  but  much  has 
been  done.  There  at  the  factory  can  be  seen  something  over  a  ton 
of  some  grand  Cheddar  cheeses,  there  can  be  seen,  too,  milk  by  the 
1,000  gallon  slowly  passing  through  the  filter,  the  refrigerator,  and  on 
into  the  churns  for  transmission  to  all-absorbing  London — and  else- 
where. Every  ounce  of  milk  is  thoroughly  pasteurised  before  it  leaves 
the  factory.  Wilts  Farmers,  Ltd.  "  milk  is  safe  milk.  Cleanliness 
is  everywhere,  and  there  is  order  in  each  department.  Mr.  A.  P. 
Reynolds,  the  manager  and  secretary,  knows  his  business,  and  has  a 
staff  of  helpers,  not  only  willing  but  enthusiastic,  in  the  success  of  the 
new  venture.  Mr.  A.  E.  Warrilow,  loo,  is  an  able  assistant  secretary, 
who  has  done  much  hard  work.  The  following  is  a  brief  description  of 
the  factory. 

The  Society  is  a  Co-operative  Association  of  Dairy  Farmers  in 
Wiltshire,  and  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  the  sale  of  pure, 
hl0i-class  milk,  and  milk  products,  direct  to  the  retailers  and  others  in 
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London  and  large  citi-^s.  Th."  conimitlLc  ol  this  concern  have  realist  . I 
that  the  demand  for  milk  whicli  is  guaranteed  pure,  clean  and  fre>- 
from  contamination,  is  daily  increasing,  and  they  have  taken  steps 
to  ensure  greatest  possible  cleanliness  at  the  source.  The  factor\ 
itself  is  replete  with  every  appliance  known  to  modern  science  anil 
engineering  for  handling  the  milk  without  injury  and  at  the  same  tim.: 
for  extracting  dirt  and  dust,  pasteurising  when  required,  and  afterwards 
chilling  to  a  low  temperature.  Milk  treated  in  this  way  is  free  from 
the  drawbacks  and  dangers  so  often  found  in  milk  supplied  in  an 
unorganised  manner. 

The  depot  itself  has  been  designed  and  constructed  on  the  most 
modern  lines,  and  enables  the  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.,  not  only  to 
handle  the  milk  in  the  best  possible  manner,  but  to  deal  with  it  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost.  Where  the  milk  comes  into  the  factory  it  is 
weighed,  and  the  weighing  machines  are  provided  with  duplicate  ticket 
stamping  apparatus  which  faithfully  records  in  an  indelible  manner  the 
weight  of  the  milk  delivered.  One  ticket  is  given  to  the  milk  supplier, 
and  the  other  duplicate  filed  for  reference  in  the  depot.  The  milk  is 
then  lifted  to  the  highest  working  portion  of  the  building  from  wherr 
it  runs  by  gravity  through  milk  cleaners  and  pasteurisers,  and  thence 
over  the  tinned  copper  milk  coolers,  falling  into  17  gallon  churns  placed 
on  the  dairy  floor.  These  milk  churns  are  then  put  either  into  a  cold 
room  (which  is  held  at  a  low  temperature)  or  despatched  direct  b}^  rail  to 
London,  etc.  The  plant  installed  is  capable  of  dealing  with  10,000 
gallons  of  milk  per  day  in  this  manner. 

All  milk  not  required  for  immediate  despatch  is  kept  in  the  cold 
rooms  till  next  day,  and  no  change  whatever  takes  place  in  the  nature 
of  the  milk  so  kept.  This  enables  the  managers  of  the  factory  to  fill 
orders  promptly,  and  to  the  exact  quantities  required.  At  such  times 
as  there  is  a  surplus  the  cheese  making  plant  comes  into  play,  and 
there  is  thus  no  wastage.  A  very  complete  outfit  for  making  high- 
class  cheese  has  been  included  in  the  factory  outfit.  Economy  in 
operation  has  been  very  carefully  studied,  the  whole  of  the  arrange- 
ments being  of  the  most  modern  in  every  department.  Economy  in 
water  and  steam  consumption  have  been  carefully  borne  in  mind, 
and  power  for  driving  the  machinery  is  supplied  by  a  modern  gas 
suction  plant  and  engine  of  40  h.p.  This  engine  drives  the  powerful 
refrigerating  machinery  under  the  **  Knock '*  patent  safety  system, 
which  cools  the  cold  rooms,  as  well  as  the  milk,  cream,  water,  etc., 
required  in  the  factory. 

The  cold  rooms  themselves  are  so  arranged  that  a  circulation  of 
dry,  cold  air  is  maintained  while  the  plant  is  at  work,  and  then  the 
temperature  is  steadied  throughout  the  night,  and  when  the  plant  is  at 
rest  by  large  retainers,  full  of  cold  brine  at  about  20  degrees  F.  The 
factory  and  cold  rooms  have  been  designed  on  the  best  hygienic  lines, 
and  the  dairy  walls  are  lined  with  white  glazed  bricks,  the  floors  being 
done  with  a  special  mixture  of  hard  mastic  asphalt.  The  cold  rooms 
(of  which  there  are  three)  are  constructed  of  a  special  compound,  which 
is  a  non-conductor  of  heat,  and  then  lined  with  white  glazed  tiles, 
and  other  damp-proof  cleanly  material. 

The  depot  itself  is  close  to  the  G.W.R,  Station,  Chippenham, 
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Wiltshire,  and  is  so  arranged  that  milk  is  received  from  farmers  on 
the  one  side,  and  despatched  straight  from  the  cold  room  doors  on  the 
other  side,  thus  causing  no  wasted  labour  handling  heavy  churns.' 
There  is  also  a  ver}'  complete  arrangement  for  cleaning  and  steaming 
out  the  milk  cans  both  on  the  reception  platform,  and  the  despatching 
platform.  It  was  realised  that  farmers  living  any  considerable  dis- 
tance from  Chippenham  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  send  their  milk 
by  road  to  the  first  depot,  but  to  meet  this  difficulty  the  company 
would  buy  their  milk,  and  find  an  outlet,  as  the  larger  the  quantity 
of  milk  the  association  can  control,  the  easier  it  will  be  to  deal  with 
the  middleman. 

The  committee  have  appointed  as  general  manager,  Mr.  A.  P. 
Reynolds,  the  present  manager  of  the  Eastern  Counties'  Dairy  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  who  has  had  many  years'  experience  in 
the  London  milk  trade,  and  who  has  so  successfully  and  profitably 
established  that  society  to  the  advantage  of  the  Eastern  Counties 
Farmers. 

The  site  was  purchased  (three-quarters  of  an  acre  in  extent)  on 
favourable  terms  from  Miss  Carrick  Moore,  close  to  the  Technical 
Schools  at  Chippenham,  and  the  committee  have  appointed  as  engineer 
Mr.  Arthur  G.  Enock,  M.LM.E.  (of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  A.  G.  Enock 
and  Co.,  Ltd.),  Tottenham,  London,  who  is  probably  the  greatest 
authority  on  milk  depots  and  equipment  in  England.  The  design  and 
construction  of  the  whole  depot  was  under  his  entire  charge.  The 
whole  of  the  machiner}'  and  plant  has  been  supplied  and  erected  by 
Messrs.  Enock.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  design,  construction 
and  equipment  of  this  factory  probably  represent  a  record  in  factory 
construction.  Nine  weeks  only  elapsed  from  the  time  the  grass  was 
growing  green  on  the  site  until  the  place  was  huilt,  equipped  and  in 
full  operation. 

To-day  there  is  a  modern  factory  of  solid  and  handsome  construction 
equipped  with  a  complete  up-to-date  plant  and  machinery,  the  whole 
probably  being  worth  ;£rio,ooo.  The  architect  working  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  A.  G.  Enock  on  the  construction  of  the  buliding  work,  was 
Mr.  L.  Sutton  Wood,  A.R.I. B.A.,  of  Featherstone  Buildings,  High 
Holborn,  W.C. 

1  he  present  number  of  shareholders  is  about  400  and  the  number  of 
shares  applied  for  is  6,780.  The  acreage  occupied  by  those  concerned  in 
the  enterprise  is  75,600  acres  and  the  number  of  cows  kept  by  them 

14,000. 

OPENING  CEREMONY. 

The  building  was  opened  by  Mr.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  in  the  presence 
of  a  good  gathering  of  farmers,  the  rain  keeping  many  away.  The 
proceedings  were  quite  formal,  Mr.  Yerburgh,  who  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Llewellen  Palmer,  keeping  the  company  but  a  very  short 
time  before  declaring  the  building  open  for  inspection.  In  doing  so, 
however,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  farmers  of 
Wiltshire  on  the  step  they  had  taken  in  forming  the  society,  of  which 
the  factory  was  the  first  visible  sign. 

Mr.  John  Burns  was  prevented  from  being  present  and  his  private 
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secretary  sent  the  following  telegram  "  Mr.  Burns  had  hoped  to 
attend  the  new  milk  depot  and  is  sorry  that  he  is  prevented  from 
being  present  at  opening.     Will  probably  visit  later." 

Many  farmers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  various  processes  adopted  in  the  factory. 

400  LUNCHEON  GUESTS. 

There  were  400  guests  ;it  the  public  Luncheon  in  the  New  Skating 
Rink.  The  gathering  was  presided  over  by  Mr.'"  G.  Llewellen  Palmer, 
the  President  of  the  Association,  who  had  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  on  his  right  hand,  and  among  the  principal  guests  were  : 
Mesdames  J.  S.  Corbett,  E.  J.  White,  P.  J.  Gane  and  Lysley,  the 
Mayor  of  Chippenham  (Mr.  W.  Small),  Sir  John  Fuller,  M.P'.,  Sir 
Vudley  and  Lady  Neeld,  Sir  Prior  Goldney,  Sir  R.  A.  Lister,  Mr. 
R.  C.  Lambert,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  Rear-Admiral 
Wilson,  Col.  Haggard,  Dr.  J.  Tubb  Thomas,  Dr.  Bond,  Dr.  J.  R. 
Briscoe,  Dr.  Campbell,  Dr.  Ferguson,  Dr.  Burton,  Dr.  Barnes,  Dr- 
Symonds,  Canon  Mayne,  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Boddington,  Mr.  J.  Nugent 
Harris  (secretary  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society),  Messrs.  A. 
Steel  and  R.  Mallinson  (representing  the  Eastern  Counties'  Dairy 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.),  Messrs.  E.  E.  Bennett,  F. 
Peary,  and  E.  W.  Walker  (representing  the  W^est  Midlands  Farmers' 
Association),  Mr.  Rush  (representing  the  Southern  Counties  Agricultural 
■Association),  Messrs.  Job  Longsley  and  R.  Pike  (representing  the 
Berks  and  adjoining  counties'  Farmers'  Association),  Messrs.  Rose 
and  Francis  (representing  the  Reading  Industrial  and  Co-operative 
Society),  Messrs.  Hall,  Leighton  and  Arnold  (of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Co-operative  Society,  Woolwich),  Mr.  W.  Price  (of  the  Great  Western 
and  Metropolitan  Dairies,  Ltd.),  Mr.  L.  C.  Pocock,  Mr.  J.  H.  Buckle 
(Chippenham),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearce  (Atworth),  Messrs.  Ben.  Davies^ 
S.  Davies,  Birkbeck,  Evan  Rees,  D.  R.  Hughes,  Pelgrem,  Burrell,. 
and  L.  B.  Tucker  (of  the  Bath  and  Somerset  Dairy  Co.),  Messrs. 
F.  H.  Goldney,  E.  H.  Clutterbuck,  H.  F.  Clutterbuck,  W.  L. 
Barton,  R.  F.  Folev,  W\  E.  Tucker,  F.  Armstrong,  J.  W.  Spencer, 
C.  H.  Corbett,  Meredith  Brown;  Mr.  Griffiths  and  Mr.  Phillips 
(representing  the  Great  Western  Railway),  R.  E.  Bringworth  and  L. 
Sutton  Wood  (architects),  R.  J.  D.  Rudman  (builder),  Ernest  J. 
White  (solicitor  to  the  Association),  and  the  following  members 
of  the  committee  :— Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett  (chairman).  Capt.  Alan  Palmer, 
Messrs.  C.  Bicknell,  W.  Blake,  B.  Bodman,  H.  Graham,  Gough,  S 
E.  Hart,  C.  Isaacs,  B.  C.  Mattick,  E.  W.  Shipp,  J.  1.  Storrar,  R. 
W.  Tilley,  A.  P.  Reynolds  (manager  and  secretary),  A.  E.  Warrilow 
(assistant  secretary),  and  about  500  farmers  and  others. 

Sir  Francis  A.  Channing,  M.P.,  (A.C.S.  Executive),  writing  regret- 
ing  inability  to  be  present,  congratulated  the  society  on  the  excellent 
start  they  were  making  in  the  application  of  co-operative  principles  to 
the  joint  working  of  the  dairy  industry. 

Lord  Fitzmaurice  stated  in  his  letter  :  "  Co-operation  is  the  key  to- 
success  in  most  branches  of  industry,  and  I  am  glad  that  an  attempt 
is  to  be  made  to  apply  it  to  the  produce  of  the  land." 
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Mr.  A.  \V .  Wills  (vice-president  of  the  A.O.S.),  wrote  :  I  think 
the  movement  in  the  direction  of  organising  the  producers  of  milk 
and  other  food  stuffs  not  only  likely  to  benefit  those  engaged  in  that 
occupation,  but  of  the  greatest  importance  to  England  herself." 

Other  apologies  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  Bath  (Mr.  T. 
B.  Silcock),  the  High  Sheriff  (Sir  John  Goldney),  Mr.  J.  Ledger  Hill, 
Mr.  C.  Bathurst,  M.P.,  Mr.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes  (deputy  chairman 
A.O.S.),  Mr.  G.  N.  Courthope,  M.P.  (chairman  of  the  Central  Chamber 
of  Agriculture),  Lord  Radnor,  the  Right  Hon.  Walter  Long,  Col. 
Calley,  Sir  John  Gorst,  Lord  Desborough,  Lord  Redesdale,  Lord  I^ucas 
(deputy  chairman,  A.O.S.),  Mr.  Locker  Lamson,  M.P.,  Viscount 
St.  Aldwyn,  Mr.  G.  Terrell,  M.P.,  Lord  Alington,  Lord  Banington,  Lord 
Chichester,  Sir  F.  D.  Acland,  Lord  Castlereagh,  Lord  Clinton,  Sir 
John  Dornington,  Mr.  and  Lady  Muriel  Coventry,  Alderman  J.  C. 
Coles,  the  Lord  Major  of  Bristol,  Viscountess  Falmouth,  the  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Hobhouse,  Sir  Shirley  Murphy,  Sir  James  Inglis,  Mr. 
Joseph  King,  M.P.,  Lord  Bath  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  Sir  Edward 
Strachey,  M.P.,  Lord  Lansdown,  Lord  Wenlock,  the  Major  of 
Calne,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Mr.  Basil  Peto,  M.P,,  Lord  Digby, 
Lord  Grenville,  and  many  others. 

Messrs.  Fisher  and  Son,  of  Bath,  were  the  caterers. 

MR.  R.  A.  YERBURGH,  M.P. 

Mr.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  afternoon,  coupled 
with  it  the  names  of  Lord  Carrington  and  Lord  Lslington,  the  latter 
of  whom,  he  said,  rhey  were  sorry  could  not  be  present,  but  they 
had  sent  him  a  message  of  goodwill,  recognising  as  they  did  what 
splendid  work  he  had  done  in  connection  with  the  formation  of  the 
society.  "  We  ask  ourselves,"  Mr.  Yerburgh  said  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  "  what  can  we  do  to  improve  the  condition  of  agriculture. 
There  are  some  people  who  hold,  I  do  not  know  that  the  number  is  very 
large,  that  the  State  can  do  everything.  I  know  you  don't  belo^ig 
to  that  category.  I  don't  think  anyone  here  does,  but  while  there  is 
no  doubt  the  State  can  do  a  good  deal,  it  must  rest  with  the  farming 
community  themselves  to  work  out  their  own  salvation.  The  success 
of  farmers  in  this  country  is  to  be  found  in  the  adoption  of  the 
great  principle  of  self-help.  Tlie  Government  of  the  day  can  help 
us  by  doing  that  which  it  is  their  appointed  duty  to  do — by  reducing 
some  of  the  burdens  we  ought  nt)t  to  carry,  and  we  hope  to  see 
some  of  the  burdens  upon  the  agricultural  community  shifted  to  the 
national  exchequer.  The  State  can  help  too — they  can  help  by  sup- 
porting judiciously,  not  extravagantly,  movements  for  improving  the 
various  agricultural  resources  of  the  country.  After  all,  what  most 
concerns  the  farmer  is  to  look  to  himself  and  to  his  own  pursuits. 

Outlining  the  direction  in  which  he  thought  farmers  should  help 
themselves,  the  speaker  said,  in  the  first  place  they  ought  to  see  all 
the  seeds  they  bought  were  secured  at  a  fair  price,  and  the  mo:St 
important  point,  on  which  he  laid  stress,  that  they  should  be  of  _  the 
best  possible  quality.  They  could  also  by  the  same  means  purchase 
manures  of  the  b^st  quality  and  see  also  that  their  food  stuffs  wen- 
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(if  the  best  quality,  and  when  it  came  to  the  question  of  producing  to 
the  utmost  capacity  the  best  article  they  could,  it  was  by  combining 
together,  and  further,  when  it  came  to  the  question  of  selling  what 
they  had  to  sell  they  could  deal  with  that  most  important  point  by 
combining  together.  If  they  had  to  deal  with  railway  companies  they 
could  only  do  it  by  combination  ;  if  they  washed  to  insure  stock  and 
so  on  they  could  best  do  it  by  combining  together.  If  they  wanted 
cheap  money  for  the  purchase  of  their  business  they  could  best  do 
it  by  co-operation.  The  speaker  went  on  to  speak  of  the  work 
of  the  society  which  he  represented,  and  added  that  he  \s  as  one  of 
those  who  believed  as  regarded  that  question  of  cheap  money,  that  it 
could  be  dealt  with  by  the  land  owners  and  the  farmers  of  the 
country  together.  The  Wiltshire  farmers  he  congratulated  upon  the 
admirable  premises  they  had  secured.  They  were  splendidly  equipped 
and  designed  and  the  workmanship  was  of  the  very  best  quality.  He 
went  on  to  say  that  from  all  points  English  farmers  had  to  meet 
increasing  foreign  competition,  increased  price  of  feeding  stuffs  and 
further  the  problem  of  what  thov  were  to  do  with  the  surplus  milk. 
If  they  put  it  on  the  market  at  a  ruinous  price,  it  meant  a  loss  to 
them.  What  they  wanted  to  do  was  to  have  their  factory  and  turn 
their  milk  into  cheese  which  can  demand  a  ready  sale.  He  con- 
gratulated the  farmers  of  Wiltshire  upon  the  formation  of  the  society, 
which  had  been  very  largely  suppor  ted  by  the  farmers  themselves.  There 
were  many  farmers,  however,  who  had  not  joined — farmers  who  adopted 
the  policy  of  sitting  on  the  fence  and  **  Wait  and  see.*' 

He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  factory  was  going  to  be  a  success, 
and  if  it  was  not  a  success,  which  was  out  of  the  question,  they 
would  say,  "  I  told  vou  so."  To  these  men  he  appealed  to  come  down 
off  the  fence  and  throw  in  their  fortunes  with  them.  He  was  glad 
that  support  had  been  given  to  the  society  by  the  landowners  of 
Wiltshire,  and.  in  his  opinion,  they  were  taking  a  very  wise  course. 
The  speaker  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  having  men  of  the  best 
business  capacity  to  administer  their  affairs,  and  congratulated  them 
upon  having  been  fortvmate  enough  to  secure  one  of  the  best  experts 
in  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  stood  high  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were 
experts,  and  who  had  done  splendid  work  for  one  of  the  mose  success- 
ful agricultural  co-operative  societies — that  of  the  Eastern  Counties' 
Dairy  Farmers.  'It  was  chiefly  owing  to  him  that  that  concern  had 
done  such  admirable  work  in  Essex.  Year  by  year  it  had  been  in- 
creasing its  turnover.  He  advised  the  members  to  adopt  as  their  motto 
that  of  Lord  Onslow,  "  Go  slowly."  There  was  one  matter  to  be  borne 
in  mind  and  th^it  was  loyalty  amongst  their  members.  (Cheers^- 
They  must  not  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  tempter.  If  they  were  only 
loyal  to  themselves  their  society  would  be  a  splendid  success.  Lord 
Islington,  who  had  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  movement  was  a 
^etsonal  friend  of  his  own,  and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  testify  to 
the  splendid  work  Lord  Islington  had  done  in  the  formation  of  that 
society.  They  had  Mr.  Co»-bett  present  to  represent  his  Lordship 
and  it  was  chiefly  through  that  gentleman's  energy  and  ability 
that  their  society  had  come  into  being.  (Applause.) 

Earl  Carrington,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  thanked  Mr.  Yer- 
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burgh  for  what  he  had  said,  and  hv  thanked  the  association  with 
which  Mr,  Yerburgh  was  associated  for  what  it  had  done  for  agricul- 
ture. The  Government  was  so  impressed  that  they  had  handed  over 
lo  the  society  he  represented  a  sum  of  money  for  the  -  furtherance 
f)f  what  it  was  doing  for  agriculture.  Now  that  a  quarter  of 
million  sterling  was  being  granted  from  the  National  Exchequer  foi 
the  assistance  of  agriculture,  he  hoped  that  that  interest  would  be 
substantially  benefitted.  He  offere^d  his  best  congratulations  to  th-e 
distinguished  assembly  that  afternoon  of  the  Wilts  Farmers.  They 
had  gone  the  right  way  to  work,  and  had  started  business  on  business 
like  lines  with  up-to-date  machinery  and  methods.  They  had  not 
only  done  great  service  to  this  part  of  the  country  but  to  agriculture 
g«'ntM-ally,  because  they  had  given  proof  of  what  could  be  done  by  co- 
operation. The  greatest  difficulty,  he  had  had  during  the  five  years 
he  had  had  the  honour  of  representing  agriculture  in  the  House  of 
Commons  was  to  get  in  touch  with  the  tenant  farmer.  He  could  see 
substantially  benefitted.  He  offered  his  best  congratulations  to  the 
the  landlords  and  the  agents,  and  he  could  see  the  retired  officers  arjd 
others  settled  down  in  the  country,  and  who  were  members  of  the  local 
chambers  of  agriculture.  But  it  was  the  tenant  farmers  he  wanted  to  get  at. 
He  was  glad  to  think  that  there  was  a  farmers'  union,  10,000  strong, 
.md  this  body  was  of  the  greatest  help  to  him  and  the  Goverment 
department  he  represented.  If  a  minister  could  get  in  touch  with  the 
tenant  farmer  a  great  many  mistakes  would  be  obviated.  He  was 
really  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  meeting  such  a  gathering  as 
that  one.  So  long  as  he  had  the  honour  to  represent  their  interests 
in  Parliament  so  long  would  he  never  permit  any  interference  to  be 
made  with  the  flocks  and  herds  of  this  great  country.  (Loud  applause.) 
He  did  not  speak  thus  for  himself  alone,  but  for  his  colleagues,  who 
w*Te  always  willing  to  do  what  he  asked,  and  they  could  take  it  from 
him  that  they  would  run  no  possible  danger  from  the  introduction  of 
the  foot  and  mouth  disease.  He  thanked  them  gratefully  for  the  way 
they  had  received  the  toast  on  behalf  of  himself  and  on  behalf  of  his 
colleagues.      (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  Corbett,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  also  responded,  and 
said  that  in  every  letter  he  received  from  Lord  Islington  there  was 
some  reference  and  some  enquiries  about  the  process  of  their  organ- 
isation in  which  his  lordship  took  a  keen  interest.  He  was  going 
lo  send  Lord  Islington  a  cablegram  that  evening  in  commemoration 
of  that  gathering.  (Applause.)  Having  paid  a  tribute  to  the  committee 
Mr.  Corbett  spoke  of  Mr.  Reynolds  the  manager,  and  said  that  their 
present  position  had  only  been  achieved  by  dint  of  hard  work.  They 
were  deeply  indebted  to  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr. 
Knock.  Mr.  Yerburgh  had  alieady  alluded  to  Mr.  Reynolds.  Their 
present  position  had  been  attained  by  dint  of  hard  work,  and  he 
thanked  the  committee  for  their  loyalty.  The  time  and  energies  of 
the  members  of  that  committee  had  been  given  gratitously.  At  Mr. 
Yerburgh  had  said  he  would  like  to  lay  great  stress  on  the  word 
loyalty.  The  whole  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers  to  make 
it  the  most  powerful  agricultural  organisation  in  Great  Britain.  There 
was  one  word  he  wished  to  say  with  regard  to  the  agricultural  la^^dlords. 
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Tie  hoped  that  these  gentlemen  would  join  them,  and  show  that 
they  had  the  interest  of  agriculture  at  heart.  Having  explained 
that  the  association  had  no  antagonistic  views  towards  milk  dealers, 
but  only  vvanted  to  get  a  fair  price  for  milk  producers.  Mr.  Corbett 
went  on  to  say  that  they  did  not  separate  any  milk  at  the  factor v. 
They  did  not  wish  to,  and  had  no  idea  of  fighting,  in  the  sense  of  the 
word,  the  milk  trade.  They  only  wanted  fair  play.  Their  desire 
was  to  put  on  the  market  an  Jirticle  of  the  best  quality.  They  were 
run-'ing  the  business  at  Chippenham  as  a  depot  and  not  as  a  factory  in 
he  true  sense  of  the  word.  There  was  no  fear  of  any  milk  sent  out 
'"'-om  the  depot  being  tampered  with,  -^xcept  that  it  was  chilled  an(i 
cleansed.  They  had  their  own  veterinary  surgeon,  who  examined  the 
various  dairies  periodically.  Speaking  of  the  question  of  colouring 
milk  which  was  prevalent  in  London  and  other  centres,  Mr.  Corbett 
•  xpressed  a  hope  that  that  practice  would  die  out  if  the  milk 
"letailers  only  banded  together.  He  expressed  pleasure  at  having 
V.ord  Carrington  with  them,  and  at  the  fact  that  he  had  outlined 
die  steps  he  intended  to  take  as  regarded  agriculturalists.  His  lord- 
ship had  said  more  than  was  expected,  and  he  must  have  risen  loo  per 
cent,  in  the  opinion  of  those  present. 

Mr.  G.  LI.  Palmer  also  replied,  and  said  that  he,  like  his  son, 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  society.  All  he  wished  to  see  was  that 
the  agriculturists  of  North-West  Wilts  would  rally  round  the  society, 
and  to  bring  into  its  ranks  all  those  who  were  now  outside. 

Capt.  Allan  Palmer  spoke  of  his  visit  to  Denmark,  where  co-opera- 
tive farming  was  a  very  strong  feature.  There  was  no  reason  why 
England  should  not  do  as  well.  Here  at  Chippenham  the  G.W.R.  had 
put  every  facility  in  their  way.  The  district  superintendent  had 
spared  neither  time  nor  trouble  to  meet  their  requirements.  Thanks 
were  due  to  the  company  for  what  they  had  done. 

The  Chairman  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  observed 
that  he  had  been  told  there  were  people  present  who  w'ere  in  the 
milk  trade  and  one  would  think  that  they  would  shake  in  their  shoes 
for  the  future  of  the  trade,  because  when  they  saw  this  extraordinary 
gathering  they  w^ould  thing  the  organisation  so  powerful  that  they 
would  be  utterly  bo3Totted,  but  he  thought  they  would  agree 
with  him  that  the  principal  on  which  the  society 
was  founded  was  fiot  in  order  to  boycot,  but  to  ensure  that  the  farmers 
of  the  district  should  net  be  boycotted  a;,  they  have  been  in  the 
past.  That  was  the  real  reason  for  the  foundation  of  the  societv. 
There  were  other  reasons,  and  one  was  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  put  upon  the  market  an  article  which  was  absolutely  pure.  The 
dealer  should  understand  that  it  was  their  intention  to  place  a  better 
article  upon  the  market  and  to  get  a  thoroughly  just  price.  There  were 
other  questions  in  connection  with  this  supply  of  milk.  It  interested 
the  landlords  as  largely  as  the  tenants.  For  it  was 
the  landlords,  who  had  to  supply  the  best  part  of  the  capital,  but 
he  was  afraid  very  often  they  did  not  receive  the  best  part  of  the 
profits.  Mr.  Palmer  emphasised  the  expenditure  which  was  necessary 
to  procure  the  most  pure  article  which  could  be  placed  upon  the 
the  market  and  pointed  out  the  justice  of  the  society's  claim  to  protect 


129 


the  interests  of  its  members  and  demand  A  fair  price  and  a  fair 
return  tor  what  they  put  on  the  market.  There  must  be  absolute 
loyalty,  and  then  there  would  be  perfect  success.  Why  societies  had 
not  been  successful  in  the  past  was  mainly  becau^  people,  had 
not  been  loyal.  They  must  stick  to  it,  and  if  they  did  so  they  would 
become  one  of  the  most  powerful  aj^ricultural  societies  in  the  cuntr}-. 
•country.  (Applause). 

The  names  of  Messrs.  T.  G.  Arnold  (from  the  Woolwich  Co-oper- 
ative Association),  and  Dr.  Bond  (Gloucester),  were  coupled  with  the 
toast  and  Mr.  Arnold,  in  reply,  agreed  with  Mr.  Yerburgh  that  the 
interests  of  the  farmer  and  the  landlord  were  identical  almost,  and 
that  the  Association  had  large  claims  upon  the  landlord  for  support. 
The  tremendous  trade  they  wdrc,  doing  to-day  was  testimony  of  the 
fact  that  the  people  of  London  would,  ^iven  the  opportunity,  be 
able  to  appreciate  purity  and  be  able  to  demand  that  which  they  knew 
was  pure.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Bond  spoke  of  the  premises  Ix  in;^  admirably  equipped,  and 
joined  in  wi'shing  the  association  iliai  success  which  they  so  richly 
deserved.  As  a  medical  officer  of  health  who  had  twenty  years'  practice 
he  was  able  to  say  that  they  had  done  their  best  to  mantain  the 
highest  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk,  on  which  depended  not  only 
the  success  of  their  own  enterprise  but  very  largely  the  w^ell-being 
of  the  rising  generation.  (Applause.) 

Sir  Audley  Neeld  proposing  the  health  of  Mr.  Yerburgh,  said  this 
infant  of  theirs,  the  Wiltshire  Farmers'  Ltd.,  had  been  started  under 
the  most  promising  circumstances  possrble.  They  had  the  presence  of 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  that,  surely,  was  a  sponsor  for  its 
success.  He  hoped  this  infant  they  were  starting  would  grow  and  grow 
into  a  great  and  vigorous  society,  which  would  be  of  the  utmost 
benefit  to  the  great  industry  in  this  part  of  England,  the  industry  of 
agriculture.  He  hoped  the  Association  would  bring  about  a  system 
of  co-operation  among  the  farmers  of  the  di^^trict,  the  county,  and  the 
whole  of  England  which  would  infuse  new  life  into  the  great  industry 
he  had  mentioned,  and  lead  to  i^reat  and  continuous  success  in  the 
future.  He  tendered  his  personal  thanks  to  Mr.  Yerburgh,  for  his 
kindness. 

After  Mr  Yerburgh's  reply,  Sir  Prior  Goldney  gave  the  health 
of  "  The  Chairman."  The  idea  of  the  C(;mpany  was  a  small  one, 
he  said,  until  Mr.  Palmer  took  the  matter  up.  He  it  was  who 
recognised  that  if  the  company  was  Ao  be  a  success,  it  must  be  a 
large  undertaking ;  he  it  was  who  at  once  decided  that  a  small  plot 
of  ground  half  the  size  of  the  hall  in  which  they  were  gathered,  had 
no  element  of  success  in  it;  he  it  was  who  decided  to  take  a  large 
piece  of  ground  and  build  a  large  establishment  on  it.  The  speaker 
emphasised  the  importance  of  loyalty,  on  which,  he  said,  everything 
depended. 

This  concluded  the  forma'  procedings  ai  the  Rink. 

In  the  evening  the  staff  at  the  factory  and  a  number  of  farmers 
sat  down  to  supper  in  the  cheese  stores  at  the  factory,  and  spent  a 
highly  enjoyable  time.  Mr.  J.  I.  Storrar  presided  and  Mr.  J.  S.. 
'Corbett  was  in  the  vice  chair. 
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APPENDIX  ¥. 
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING,  1910. 

On  Friday,  24th  June.  1910,  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  Limited,  was  held  by  kind  per- 
mission of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  in  the  Show  Yard,  Sefton 
Park,  Liverpool,  the  President.  Mr.  R.'  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  the  vice-chairman,  Lord  Lucas,  Mr.  Rupert  Ellis, 
Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.  (who  attended  at  considerable 
inconvenience),  Mr.  A.  H.  Matthews  (secretary'.  Central  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  Colonel  Pilkington,  Mr.  Harold  Barbour  (representing  the 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society),  the  Hon.  John  Boscawen, 
Mr.  Hoskens  (Cornwall),  Mr.  Argles,  and  Mr.  J,  Nugent  Harris,  the 
Secretary. 

Letters  regretting  inability  to  attend  were  received  from  the 
Earl  of  Gainsborough,  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  Mr.  F.  W.  Verney,  M.P., 
Captain  Bennett.  Mr.  R.  A.  Anderson  (LA.O.S.),  and  Mr.  \V.  Fitz- 
herbert-Brockholes. 

Mr.  Fitz-herbert-Brockholes,  wrote  Dear  Mr.  Harris,  Please 
convey  my  great  regret  that  another  engagement  in  Birmingham  renders 
it  quite  impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  A.O.S.  meeting  to-morrow.  I 
trust  that  it  will  be  well  attended  and  successful.  With  all  the 
additional  work  for  the  A.O.S.  which  is  being  suggested,  there  is 
no  doubt  about  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of  everyone  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  Society  must  be  very  largely  increased." 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Annual  General  Meeting  were  read, 
confirmed  and  signed. 

The  President,  who  was  received  with  applause,  said  :  "  Lord' 
Lucas  and  gentlemen,  I  now  rise  to  move  that  the  report  and  balance 
sheet,  for  1909,  be  received,  taken  as  read  and  adopted.  I  am  very 
glad  in  making  this  motion  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  progress  last  year 
has  been  fully  carried  out  and  continued.  During  the  past  year  fifty- 
four  additional  societies  have  been  formed — we  now  have  a  total  of  321 
societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  On  31st  December  last  year  the 
number  of  members  was  19, 500  as  compared  with  16,350  on  31st 
December,  1908,  so  that  during  the  year  we  have  received  an  accession 
to  our  members  of  no  less  than  3150,  which  I  think  is  extremely  satis- 
factory. The  total  turnover  of  the  societies  has  also  increased  by 
no  less  than  11,000  during  the  past  year,  in  which  period  it  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  ;^86o,ooo.  With  regard  to  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
society  very  interesting  instances  will  be  found  in  the  report.  And' 
there  is  one  particular  passage  to  which  I  should  like  to  direct  your 
attention— it  is  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  from  the  Midland  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Association — it  occurs  on  page  fifteen  and  runs 
as  follows :  "  Our  members  admit  they  can  buy  all  sorts 
of  requirements  of  us  cheaper  than  thoy  can  from  ordinary  dealers,. 
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and  what  pleases  tliem  most,  perhaps,  Is  that  they  Ccin  be  quite  sure 
they  get  what  they  bargain  for,  as  we  touch  nothing  but  the  best,  the 
purest  and  the  most  genuine  of  all  commodities,  and  we  keep  analysing 
all  sorts  of  goods  we  deal  in.  They  derive,  of  course,  great  benefits 
from  contracts  we  make,  especially  this  year  (1910),  as  there  has 
been  such  a  big  rise  "  in  crd^es.'*  Upon  that  I  would  like  to  say  this, 
lliat  we  believe  one  of  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  A.O.S.  is  not 
only  that  we  secure  for  the  farmers  who  join  these  various  affiliated 
societies  the  best  and  the  purest  article^  but  we  are  also  securing 
by  our  advocacy  of  the  use  of  the  best  materials  and  the  putting  of 
the  soil  to  the  best  advantage,  a  gre-iit  increase  in  the  use  of  fertilisers 
and  thereby  a  great  increase  in  the  produce  of  the  soil.  If  you  look 
a  little  further  in  the  Report  you  will  find  out  that  we  get  instances 
of  the  advantages  of  the  Society  from  Small  Holders  and  from  large 
farmers.  I  notice  here  what  is  said  by  the  Eastern  Counties'  Farmers* 
Co-operative  Association  where  a  member  required  seeds  for  100  acres 
of  permanent  pasture;  mixture.  The  lowest  quotation  he  had  got  was  at  the 
rate  of  35s.  per  acre.  The  Society  offered  to  supply  him  with  seed 
made  up  to  any  firm's  prescription  at  25s.  per  acre  or  their  own 
seed  at  the  ^ame  price,  a  difference  you  will  see  of  los.  per  acre.  He 
accepted  ,  the  offer  of  the  Society  and  thereby  effected  a  saving  of 
something  like  ;^5o.  I  have  been  dealing  with  purchase  and  now 
come  to  the  question  of  sale,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  as 
regards  sales  made  by  the  Societie^s  they  also  show  a  very  satisfactory 
increase.  The  Winchester  Society  which  has  been  selling  live  stock  for 
its  members  and  which  is  now  called  the  Southern  Counties  Agricultural 
Trading  Society — it  having  become  the  centre  for  a  District  Federation 
sold  live  stock  to  the  value  of  ;^37,ooo  last  year.  The  net  profit 
was  only  ;^3o  19s.  6d.,  but  upon  that  it  must  be  remembered  that  there 
was  a  great  advantage  to  the  buyer  and  seller  in  the  reduction  of 
the  commission  charged.  Then  the  Winchcombe  Co-operative  Auction 
Mart  have  effected  large  sales  during  the  past  year ;  they  had  these  on 
fifteen  occasions  and  sold  q6o  cattle,  3,616  sheep,  1,600  pigs  and  258 
calves.  Then  the  Ipswich  Society  has  also  made  large  sales  for  its 
members  in  pigs.  U  sold  pigs  to  the  value  of  ;^90,852.  Then  going 
a  little  further  we  deal  with  the  question  of  the  sale  of  milk  and 
the  sale  of  cheese*.  The  Scalford  Dairy  Society  which  conducts 
its  operations  some  little  w.ay  fiom  Melton  Mowbray  sold  cheeses  last 
year  to  the  number  of  4,887.  These  cheeses  were  all  sold  by  the  end 
of  January,  1910,  and  I  believe  that  there  was  a  much  larger  market 
for  them  if  they  had  been  able  to  supply  it.  With  regard  to  the 
operations  of  the  Eastern  Counties'  Dairy  Farmers'  Co-operative 
Society,  they  have  had  a  very  successful  year,  but  I  want  to  draw 
your  special  attention  to  their  work  because  they  have  undertaken 
to  deal  with  the  problem  of  a  gult  in  the  milk  market  which  we  have  to 
rticounter  in  May  and  June  of  each  year.  Now,  they  have  set  up  a  cheese- 
making  plant  at  Bilsdon  and  they  deal  with  11,233  gallons  of  milk  at 
that  factory,  and  in  addition  to  that  2,882  gallons  of  milk  were  used  by 
the  Essex  Education  Committee  at  their  demonstration  station.  I  think 
it  is  very  important  we  should  bear  in  mind  what  the  Eastern  Counties* 
Dairv  Farmers'  Association  is  doing  because  this  problem  of  whafc 
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is  one  that  has  been  occupying  the  serious  attention  not  only  of 
farmers  in  Cheshire  but  I  have  very  little  doubt  of  farmers  in 
Lancashire  as  well.  Then  we  get  to  the  sale  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 
I  dwell  at  some  length  on  these  two  points  because  it  has  always  been 
considered  easy — while  it  was  easy  to  teach  farmers  to  combine  in 
purchasing  what  they  want  in  their  business,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  get  them  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  and  if  you  did 
get  a  combine  it  would  be  extremely  difificult  to  find  a  market.  But  we 
have  got  them  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  selling  and  we  find  markets 
for  them.  Pershore  is  the  centre  of  a  great  fruit-growing  industry, 
they  had  to  send  their  fruit  to  the  market  at  Evesham,  they  found  out 
that  there  was  rather  a  difficulty,  and  they  thought  it  would  be  wise 
to  start  a  market  of  their  own  at  Pershore  and  they  formed  a 
Society  under  the  name  of  the  Pershore  Co-operative  fruit  Market  Ltd., 
— that  was  formed  in  1909,  the  first  sale  was  effected  on  17th  June, 
they  sold  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  41,000  packages  for  ;^4,72i  and 
earned  a  commission  of  ;^366,  and  they  say  that  generally  prices  have 
been  better  than  those  obtained  in  other  markets.  Then  the  East 
Anglican  Farmers'  Society  have  also  taken  up  the  sale  of  fruit  and 
vegetables,  and  they  have  been  selling  on  commission  for  smallei- 
societies,  and,  as  they  found  out  that  the  market  at  Stratford  is  not 
suitable  for  the  higher  class  of  goods  they  have  decided  to  open  a 
market  at  Covent  Garden.  There  is  another  Society  which  I  think 
we  ought  not  to  pass  over,  which  is  also  dealing  with  the  same  matter, 
the  Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers,  Ltd.,  composed  almost  entirely  of 
small  holders  and  they  conduct  collective  sale  on  commission  of  market 
produce.  They  sold  last  year  produce  to  the  value  of 
;^4684.  1  think  in  view  of  the  extension  of  the  Small 
Holdings  movement,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  number  of  these  men  will  turn  their  attention  to  fruit  growing, 
it  is  of  great  interest  and  profit  to  notice  that  the  problem  of  finding  a 
market  for  their  produce,  which  they  produce,  of  course,  in  small 
quantities,  can  be  met  by  calling  to  their  aid  the  assistance  of  some 
central  society  which  will  act  as  their  agent  in  disposing  of  their  pro- 
duce. Then  with  regard  to  the  question  of  eggs,  the  Framlingham 
Society  still  further  increased  its  output  and  sold  last  year  no  less  a 
number  than  2,346,698,  and  it  has  opened  four  branch  collecting  depots ; 
and  the  Ipswich  Society,  which  takes  a  prominent  part  in  our  move- 
ment, has  also  sold  eggs  to  the  amount  of  543,000  odd,  and  it  is 
prepared  to  extend  that  business  so  far  as  its  members  may  find  that  it 
is  requisite.  Well,  now,  gentlemen,  I  have  dwelt  on,  I  hope  not  at 
too  great  length,  on  these  points  as  I  think  it  is  well  to  bring  home  to 
ourselves  examples  of  what  the  Societies  are  doing  and  can  do. 
I  have  touched  upon  the  developments  in  sale,  now  may  I  just  put 
briefly  before  you,  as  given  in  the  Report,  the  developments  that  have 
taken  place  as  affecting  the  work  of  the  Society  during  the 
past  year?  The  most  important  point  of  all  perhaps  is  the 
fact  that  we  have  been  officially  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
(hear,  hear)  and  they  are  utilising  our  services  as  their  agent,  I  rnay 
«av,   in  connection  with  the  promotion  of  agricultural  co-operation 
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as  applied  to  small  holdings.    In  return  for  the  work  we  do  in  this 
direction  we  receive  at  the  present  time  a  grant  of  _;^'i,200  per  annum 
from  the  Board  provided  our  income  from  subscriptions  and  donations 
total  the  same  sum.    The  Board  is  prepared  to  increase  that  ;^i,2oo 
up  to  ;£ri,6oo  for  every  additional  pound  that  we  get  in  subscriptions 
and  donations  over  the  ;£^i,2oo  ;   so  far  we  have  received  three-quarters 
of  the  year's  salary  from  the  Board,  and  we  further  had  a  grant,  a 
retrospective  grant,  I  may  call  it,  of  ;^5oo  for  the  work  that  we  did 
in  connection  with  small  holdings  before  the  arrangement  with  the 
Board   was  finally   arrived  at.    The   Board   now   have   made   us  a 
furtlier  concession.    We  have  been  working  up  to  now  upon  a  guarantee 
fund  which  we  were  able  to  draw  upon  when  we  found  that  our 
income  did  not  meet  our  expenditure.    The  Board  has  now  allowed, 
in    calculating    the    income    for    thi's    year,    the    amount  received 
from    the    guarantors    to    be    considered    as     income    for  last 
year,    so    that    the    Board    will  base   their  grant  for   1910  upon 
the  income  of  the  Society  for  1909,  and  counting  as  part  of  that  income 
the  sum  received  by  the  Society  from  the  guarantors,  which  you  see  is  a 
further  concession  from  the  Board.    I  hope  I  have  made  that  clear 
(Hear,  hear).    Then  in  return  for  that  grant  we  have  appointed  three 
organisers,  one  Mr.  Brown  whose  name  is  so  well-known  in  connec- 
tion with  our  poultry  industry,  another  Mr.  Press,  who  has  a  special 
knowledge  of  the  marketing  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  and  another, 
Mr.  Turner,  who  was  connected  with  the  Lincoln  Distributive  Coopera- 
tive Society,  and  whose  services  it  was  thought  would  be  of  value  in 
opening  up  relations  with  the  great  Industrial  Cooperative  Societies 
and  so  enabling  our  members  to  secure  purchasers  for  their  produce 
from  the  organised  consumer.    Then  with  regard  to  the  County  Councils 
the  County  Councils  as  you  know  under  the  Small  Holdings  Act  are 
empowered  to  promote  cooperative  effort  in  their  own  districts.  Now, 
if  they  undertake  that  work  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  secure  the 
services  of  trained  organisers.    What  our  Society  hopes  is  that  they  will 
employ  our  Society  as  their  agent  in  the  matter  and  come  to  us  for 
organisers.    We  are  prepared  to  add  to  our  other  work  the  training 
of  these  organisers,  which  I  think  we  are  able  to  do  in  a  most  effective 
manner,  and  if  we  undertake  that  work  I  am  in  great  hopes  that  we 
may  secure  a  further  grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture.    I  think 
everybody  will  be  in  agreement  with  me  when  I  say  that  it  would  be  a 
set  back  to  the  Co-operative  movement  in  Agriculture  if  the  County 
Councils  were  not  to  act  in  unison  with  us,  but  were  each  to  take 
their  own  line,  which  they  might  be  tempted  to  do  if  they  could  not 
be  brought  to  act  with  the  A.O.S.,  and  so  select  the  A.O.S.  as  their 
agent  and  come  to  us  for  their  organisers.      I  think  if  that  is  done 
we  shall  get  rid  of  any  over-lapping  and  any  drawback  to  the  movement 
and  probably  see  it  go  on  a  very  great  deal  faster.    Then  we  have 
developed  in  the  direction  of  District  Federations  or  Trading  Centres. 
It  was  thought  that  the  tin:e  had  arrived  for  establishing  trading 
centres  in  different  convenient  districts.     A  scheme  had  been  prepared 
by  the  Joint  Board,  which  represents  the  Irish,  Scottish,  and  our  own 
Society,  that  scheme  was  altered  by  the  Committee  of  the  A.O.S. ,  and 
it  was  finally  decided  that  the  country  should  be  divided  into  certain 


distrieis  which  il  was  thought  would  br  niosl  conveniently  situated  lor 
the  purpose  of  trading,  and  that  the  societies  in  those  districts  should 
form  their  central  society,  or  if  there  was  a  targe  society  which  was 
capable  of  undertaking  the  work  that  they  should  make  that  societ\ 
their  central.  Well  now,  up  to  the  present,  something  like  five 
of  these  trading  centres  have  been  formed ;  the  Ipswich  Society,  which 
is  not  registered  for  that  purpose  but  is  really  acting  as  a  trading 
centre  for  the  societies  in  its  district  of  Suffolk  and 
Eastern  Counties ;  the  Clophill  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.,  of  which  Lord  Lucas  was  the  founder  and  of  which  he  was  the 
inspiring  spirit,  has  changed  its  headquarters  to  Bedford  and  has 
adopted  the  title  of  the  South  Midlands  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd.,  it  represents  the  societies  in  the  district  of  South  Mid- 
lands ;  certain  Societies  in  Gloucestershire  have  federated  under  the 
title  of  the  West  Midlands'  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.,  and  they 
represent  the  West  Midlands  for  trading  purposes;  then  the  Winchester 
Agricultural  Trading  Society  has  altered  its  name  to  the  Southern 
Counties'  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  and  it  represents  the  societies 
for  trading  purposes  in  the  southern  counties;  and  in 
addition  to  that,  the  Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  has 
been  acting  for  some  time  past  on  behalf  of  various  ^^ocieties  in 
the  part  of  Wales  which  it  represents.  So  you  really  have  for  all 
effective  purposes  during  this  year  five  trading  centres  established 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  I  think  I  may  fairly  claim  that  that 
is  a  great  step  forward  in  the  development  of  our  movement.  Perhaps 
you  will  want  to  know  what  our  relations  are  with  the  great  Industrial 
Co-operative  Societies.  Well,  I  am  glad  to  say  they  are  most  friendly. 
Those  Societies,  as  represented  by  their  wholesale,  have  found  it 
impossible  to  start  any  department  for  dealing  with  agricultural 
produce  as  a  whole,  as  supplied  by  our  members,  but  they  have  decided 
to  start  a  fat  stock  branch  which  will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  our 
Tnembers  who  have  fat  stock  to  dispose  of.  That  should  be  a 
distinct  advantage  to  our  societies,  but  as  we  have  not  been  able  to  come 
to  come  to  any  arrangement  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  to  start 
these  large  Departments  for  the  purchase  of  general  produce,  we  have 
decided  to  attempt  to  organise  wholesale  depots  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  I  hope  that  before  long — the  secretary  will  stop  me  if  I 
am  going  too  far — we  may  see  the  first  wholesale  depot  started  in 
Birmingham.  Well,  I  think  that  exhausts  the  whole  subject,  with  the 
exception  of  the  very  important  question  of  co-operative  credit.  I 
think  perhaps  you  may  like  to  know  how  this  matter  stands  at  the 
present  moment.  We  had  in  igo8,  twenty  of  these  co-operative 
credit  banks  with  452  members,  which  lent  out  a  sum  of  ;^7i7;  in 
December,  1909,  that  number  had  increased  to  thirty,  with  595  members, 
lending  out  jC62o.  It  was  found  that  the  natural  development  of  this 
movement  required  the  formation  of  a  Central  Bank,  whose  object 
would  be  to  advance  money  to  the  local  village  societies  as  they  might 
require  it,  presuming  that  the  security  they  offered  was  good  enough. 
,So  in  1906,  a  Central  Bank  was  formed,  and  that  Bank  started  w'ith 
a  paid  up  capital  of  ;^4o8  and  with  a  share  capital  of  £y6i.  It  has 
nineteen  shareholders,  seven  of  whom  are  credit  societies,  the  shares 
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^re  los.  paid  up.      I  quote  these  figures  because  they  show  yuvi 

there  is  a  need  for  a  Central  Bank — three  loans  were  made  to  credit 
societies  amounting  to  ;^ii8,  in  1908,  five  loans  were  made  amounting 
to  ;^74 — those  were  all  made  to  credit  societies — in  1909  there  were 
four  loans  amounting  to  ;^32i,  two  to  credit  societies  and 
two  to  societies  of  smallholders  registered  for  the  purpose 
of  renting  land  for  small  holdings  or  allotments,  in  1910  up 
to  6th  June,  ;z^i35  had  be  advanced  to  four  credit  societies  and  two 
small  holdings.  Now,  before  I  leave  this  subject,  may  I  say  that 
there  is  one  very  interesting  development  I  think  I  ought  to  draw 
your  attention  to.  We  have  always  held  that  once  the  agricultural 
public — I  am  dealing  especially  with  the  smaller  people— realise  that 
this  bank  is  in  existence  to  help  them  and  confidence  is  established  in 
their  minds  with  regard  to  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  that  they  will 
be  prepared  to  put  their  savings  into  it.  Of  course,  that  is  a  work 
that  will  occupy  some  time,  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that 
the  Scawby  Bank — the  first  Central  Co-operative  bank  started  in  this 
country,  which  operates  in  Lincolnshire,  deposited  with  the  Central 
Bank  no  less  than  ;£'8o.  I  am  specially  anxious  to  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  that  particular  point,  and  for  this  reason,  I  think  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  we  should  press  the  Government  to  open  a 
credit,  I  will  put  it  in  that  way — for  the  Central  Bank  to  utilise  for 
the  purpose  of  agriculture  as  outlined  in  our  Report.  In  France — I 
state  it  on  the  authority  of  M.  Meline,  who  will  be  well-known  as 
the  greatest  agricultural  authority  in  that  country — there  are  no  less 
than  1,500  of  these  banks,  and  they  had  placed  to 
their  credit  by  the  Bank  of  France  ;^i,6oo,ooo.  We  do  not  ask  for  a 
sum  of  that  enormous  magnitude.  What  we  do  press  for  however, 
is  a  credit  which  will  not  only  enable  us  to  make  advances  to  the 
credit  societies  and  the  small  holdings  societies  for  the  purpose 
of  their  business,  but  will  also  enable  us  to  make  those  advances  at 
very  low  terms.  The  Government  are,  of  course,  in  a  position  to  get 
money  on  very  low  terms  and  they  can  let  us  have  it  at  low  rates. 
A  further  reason  it  that  if  the  Government  consider  such  a  bank  worth}' 
of  Government  support,  it  will  establish  confidence  in  the  minds  of  the 
public  that  one  wishes  to  see  established,  and  then  we  shall  get  the  deposits 
which  will  enable  us  to  make  advances  at  low  rates  of  interest,  not 
from  the  Government  but  from  the  people  themselves.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Then  in  connection  with  that  I  will  conclude  by  quoting,  I  think  I 
have  it  here,  the  recommendation  that  was  made  by  the  Small  Holdings 
Committee,  which  reported  in  1906 — they  recommended  in  that  Report 
that  a  grant  should  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  the 
A.O.S.  on  such  terms  and  under  such  limitations  as  the  Board 
may  think  desirable — that  Grant  has  been  made,  as  we  now  know, 
but  the  Committee  also  put  forward  another  recommendation — they 
stated — **  Loans  on  approved  security  should  be  made  to  a  Central 
Co-operative  Agricultural  Credit  Association."  Now,  I  would  ask, 
in  the  name  of  the  A.O.S. ,  that  the  Government  do  now  carry  out 
that  recommendation  and  make  some  advance,  say  the  sum  of 
;^io,ooo,  that  would  be  ample  for  our  purpose,  place  it  to  our  credit, 
which  would  enable  us  to  extend  the  work  of  the  Central  Bank,  and 


I  think  would  greatly  facilitate  the  developiiieiiL  of  the  Small  Holdings- 
movement.  I  have  much  j)lea.sure  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
Report."    (Loud  applause.) 

The  Lord  Lucas  :  I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  adoption 
of  the  Report,  because  I  think  it  does  mark  a  great  step  in  advance 
and  shows  that  the  work  we  have  done  in  the  year  has  been  very 
real  in  its  nature,  and  that  the  Co-operative  movement  is  progressing 
in  this  country.  I  need  not  go  into  the  details  again,  of  course, 
because  our  President  has  laid  them  so  very  fully  and  clearly  before 
you,  and  you  have  yourselves  all  got  copies  of  the  Report.  But  I 
think  one  cannot  help  being  struck  by  one  or  two  outstanding 
facts  about  it.  If  you  regard  the  Co-operative  movement 
rather  in  the  light  of  an  industry  one  cannot  help  feeling 
there  has  been  a  great  advance  in  the  organisation  of  that  industry 
during  the  past  year.  Quite  apart  from  the  members  who  have 
joined,  quite  apart  from  the  new  societies  which  have  been  formed,  we 
have,  I  think,  taken  two  very  big  steps.  One  is,  thanks  chiefly  to 
the  grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  we  have  been  able  to  appoint 
these  organisers ;  and  secondly,  we  have  now  got  under  the  scheme 
of  District  Federations  a  framework  on  which  to  build  up  the  whole 
of  this  movement  (Hear,  hear).  I  think  that  is  going  to  help  us, 
I  think  that  is  going  to  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us  in  what, 
in  a  great  many  parts  of  the  country — I  am  glad  to  say  in  by  no^ 
means  all — is  one  of  our  chief  initial  difficulties.  We  can  get  into 
the  Small  Holdings  movement  a  small  man,  he  comes  in  pretty  readily 
whether  he  is  one  of  the  new  small  holders  or  whether  he  is  one 
of  the  existing  small  holders  whether  a  market  gardener  or  an 
allotment  holder,  or  whatever  he  is,  he  as  a  rule  realises  the  weak- 
ness of  his  position  if  he  stands  alone,  and  he  is  comparatively  ready 
to  co-operate.  But  although  there  are  shining  examples  to  the 
contrary,  probably  all  of  us  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  work  do 
find  at  the  beginning,  the  initial  difficulty  of  getting  the  bigger  farmers 
to  co-operate,  is  a  very  great  one.  The  British  farmer  is  by  no  means 
so  stupid  as  some  people  paint  him,  he  is  a  very  shrewd  man,  and  he 
can  drive  a  very  hard  bargain,  and  he  thinks  and  he  says,  quite 
rightly,  when  you  go  to  him  with  a  very  small  co-operative  society 
consisting  of  a  small  number  of  members  and  having  a  com- 
paratively small  turnover  and  ask  him  to  join,  he  says,  **  Why,  1  can 
make  just  as  good  a  or  better  bargain  myself,"  and  therefore  he 
does  not  join.  That  is  the  difficulty  we  are  having  in  a  great  many 
places,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  you  have  only  got  to  look  at  the 
movement  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment,  that  it  is  not  until  you 
get  the  big  farmer  in  and  get  him  to  work  with  the  small  man  that 
we  can  really  make  the  best  out  of  this  movement  (Hear,  hear). 
You  have  only  got  to  look  at  societies  like  the  Eastern  Counties' 
Farmers'  Society  or  the  one  which  has  its  headquarters  at  Nottingham 
— the  Midland  Counties'  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association— 
they  are  by  no  means  the  only  ones,  but  they  are  typical 
example  of  the  bigger  societies  on  which  there 
are  a  large  number  of  big  farmers — those  are  the  societies  which 
you  see,  on  the  whole,  are  doing  about  the  best  work,  those  are 
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the  societies  that  are  bcgninin^  to  gel  sonn;  of  the  full  benefits  of 
co-operation  one  wants  to  get  as  the  movement  spreads.  Well  now, 
I  do  think  this  advance  in  our  organisation  is  going  to  help  us  very 
much  to  do  that.  I  think  as  we  get  more  and  more  highly  organised 
we  shall  realise  more  quickly  than  we  can  do  at  the  present  moment 
the  full  advantages  of  co-ujjeration  by  means  of  common  co-operation 
between  various  societies,  by  raking  advantage  of  the  movement  as 
a  whole,  we  shall  be  able  to  offer  very  much  sooner  the  bigger 
farmers  the  advantages  which  we  have  got  to  offer,  and  also  we  shall 
be  able  to  hold  up  to  them  great  examples — object  lessons— in  the  way 
of  the  advantages  that  arc  to  l-e  got  out  of  co-operation.  One  sees 
at  the  present  moment  all  this  gradual  development  of  ideas  that 
is  going  forward,  and  with  tliis  co-ordination  of  organisation  among 
societies  you  see  all  sorts  of  further  development  going  forward.  For 
instance,  it  may  be  true  iliat  the  farmer  who  is  farming  in  a  big 
way  may  be  able  to  get  c|uite  as  good  prices  perhaps,  as  the  ordinary 
small  agricultural  society,  but  when  ycu  can  go  to  the  farmer,  and 
point  out  to  him  somt-  practical  examples  of  live  stock  auctions,  of 
organised  systems  for  the  salr  of  dairy  produce,  the  development  of 
co-operative  bacon  factori.-s  and  all  that  sort  of  thing  I  am  quite  sure  that 
you  will  then  be  holding  out  an  hiducement  to  the  big  farmers  to 
join  which  we  have  never  been  able  to  hold  out  to  them  up  to  the 
present  time  (Hear,  hear).  That  is  why  all  these  things  are  now 
coming  into  sight — they  an-  rather  in  existence  at  the  present  time 
— but  they  are  coming  into  sight.  One  feels  now  that  it  wU  be  a 
short  time  before  not  merely  one  enterprising  society  in  one  part  of 
the  country,  but  the  whole  of  us  will  be  able  to  start  this  kind 
of  enterprise  and  work  ihem  all  side  by  side,  and  work  them  together 
and  when  we  can  do  that  \  am  quite  sure  that  the  co-operative 
movement  will  go  forward  a  great  deal  faster  that  it  is  going  at 
the  present  time.  'I'hat  is  why  I  think  1  see  in  this  year's  work, 
though  I  daresay  it  does  not  perhaps  show  such  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  societies,  i.r  a  large  increase  in  turnover  that 
other  years'  may  have  shown,  yet  it  does  show  a  \ery  real  advance 
in  the  wwk  of  organising  co-operation.  Therefore,  1  personally 
second  the  adoption  of  this  iveport  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  I 
think  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  movement  is  in  a 
healthy  condition  and  is  going  forw^ard  steadily.  After  all,  if  you 
want  to  condense  our  aims  and  our  objects  into  one  motto,  it 
is  verv  easy  to  do  so,  it  is  rather  a  commercial  one,  and  it  is  simply 
this — our  object  is  that  excry  agriculturalist,  the  man  who  is  engaged 
in  raising  the  various  jjroduce  of  the  soil,  shall  collar  as  far  as 
possible,  his  own  profits.  That  is  a  thing  which  ought  to  appeal  to 
everybody,  and  if  you  can  only  bring  that  home  in  a  practical  form 
as  being  the  thing  we  are  making  for,  the  thing  we  are  organising 
for,  that  is  the  thing  we  are  setting  up  various  factories  for — that 
it  is  simply  to  enable  tlie  farmers  to  secure  a  larger  share  of  the 
profits  which  they  produce,  I  think  that  once  we  hav  •  made  that  plain 
we  shall  get  farmers  in  more  rapidly  than  we  have  done  in  the  past. 
(Cheers.) 

There  being  no  further  speeches  or  questions,  the  motion  was 
put  and  adopted  unanimously. 

10 


Ihe  Hon.  John  Koscawen  moved  :  "  That  the  best  thanks  of 
the  Society  be  accorded  to  the  President,  Committee,  and  Officin"-  for 
their  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  during  their  year  if 
office."  He  said—May  I  be  allowed  to  say  how  greatly  we  in 
Cornwall  have  valued  the  assistance  of  the  Association,  in  the  past 
year  at  all  events.  Before  we  took  up  co-operation— that  is  before  Sir 
Horace  Plunkett  was  kind  enough  to  come  down  to  Cornwall  and 
explain  co-operation  to  us,  we  were  playing  at  co-operation.  We  had 
a  few  small  dairy  societies  going  in  the  country  and  we  had  the 
Western  Counties'  Agricultural  Association  working  for  the  sale  of 
feeding  stuffs,  but  we  were  playing  at  the  thing.  Now  we  have  a 
Committee  which  is  trying  to  organise  lectures  all  over  the  county 
and  to  breathe  into  the  agriculturalists  of  Cornwall  what  really  is  to 
be  got  out  of  co-operation.  Without  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society,  sir,  we  could  have  done  nothing;  it  has  supported  us  hand-, 
somely  in  every  way  and  the  officers  have  assisted  us  well  by  every 
means  in  their  power.  The  week  before  last  we  had  a  tent  in  the 
show  ground  of  the  Royal  Cornwall  Agricultural  Association,  the 
Society  was  kind  enough  to  send  down  such  literature  as  they  thought 
would  help  us  and  I  must  say  it  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  value.  I 
think  Mr.  Hoskens  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  we  had  upwards 
of  4,000  people  to  visit  that  tent  during  the  day,  they  took  away  our 
literature  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  it  will  be  well  digested, 
We  have  been  holding  meetings  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  in 
South  Cornwall,  they  have  been  crowded  and  enthusiastic.  We  have 
now  started  a  central  organisation  in  order  to  get  rid  of  our  dair\- 
produce  and  are  endeavouring  to  give  the  farmers  every  benefit  we 
can.  The  whole  movement  is  now  flowing  like  a  river  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  stop.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  proposing  this  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  admirable  work  of  the  President,  Committee  and 
Officers  have  done  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Harold  Bareour  :  As  an  Irish  member  of  the  Society  it  gives 
me  very  great  pleasure  to  second  the  proposition.  I  must  say  that 
I  think  the  Report  of  the  year's  work  reflects  very  great  credit  on 
the  officials  and  on  the  Committee  who  guide  the  action  of  the 
Officials.  I  see  the  Societies  have  increased  fifteen  per  cent.,  the 
members  have  increased  twenty  per  cent.,  and  the  turnover  has  in- 
creased by  some  ten  per  cent.  This  is  all  very  pleasant  reading.  In 
regard  to  the  support  given  to  the  A.O.S.,  we  have  had  a  chequered 
career  in  Ireland  which  I  believe  has  been  denied  to  this  Society : 
but  the  result  of  the  trouble  through  which  we  have  travelled  so 
far  is  that  we  have  considerably  larger  subscriptions  to  our  funds  than 
you  have  in  England.  Now  no  one  has  yet  told  me  that  Ireland 
is  a  richer  country  than  England,  but  it  does  seem  rather  queer 
that  in  England  you  have  more  population,  more  farmers,  they  are 
richer,  you  have  more  people  who  are  interested  in  the  country,  who 
have  more  funds  to  give  a  demonstration  of  their  interest  in  the  country, 
and  yet  they  limit  their  support  to,  this  perhaps  the  most  important 
movement  in  the  country,  ^,i,oS^.  We  are  told  that  the  Pharoahs 
in  ancient  Egypt  used  to  require  the  Israelites  to  make  bricks  without 
straw ;  it  seems  to  me  the  people  of  this  country  are  asking  the 
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Officials  and  the  Committee  of  this  Society  to  make  bricks  with  very 
little  straw,  and  if  the  movement  is  to  go  on,  if  it  is  to  be  pushed 
to  the  front  in  the  way  Lord  Lucas  has  mentioned,  and  the  benefits 
are  to  be  taken  by  the  large  agriculturalists  in  a  like  degree  as  the 
small,  why  we  must  put  more  of  the  sinews  of  war  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee.  It  is  perfectly  absurd  that  in  England,  which  I 
am  told  is  reckoned  as  a  fairly  wealthy  country,  that  the  people  can 
only  afford  ;!£5"i,ooo  for  this  very  important  work.  1  cannot  say  from 
memory  the  amount  that  we  contribute  in  Ireland,  but  we  would 
have  been  in  our  coffins  long  ago  if  our  support  had  qnly  been  good 
for  a  thousand  pounds.  There  is  one  other  point  that  as  an  Irishman 
I  am  naturally  interested  in.  We  have  been  told  here  that  this 
Society  has  been  officially  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  as 
the  proper  body  to  forward  agricultural  co-operation.  Now  I  do 
not  know  which  way  it  is  going,  but  last  year  we  were  denied  the 
support  we  were  given  by  our  Department  of  Agriculture  as  a  body 
for  propagating  co-operative  principles.  I  do  not  know  what  infer- 
ence may  be  drawn  from  this,  I  confess  I  cannot  see  why  what 
should  be  good  for  one  country  should  not  also  be  good  for  a 
neighbouring  country.  However,  it  is  not  my  work  to  explain  that, 
but  I  hope  that  the  good  fortune  which  has  been  measured  out  to  you 
this  year  may  in  future  be  accorded  to  us.  The  work  is  equally  neces- 
sary in  both  countries,  agricultural  is  still  the  premier  industry  in  either 
county,  and  as  a  manufacturer,  not  a  farmer,  I  reckon  it  would 
be  only  enlightened  self-interest  that  would  bring  manufacturers  in 
to  support  those  most  important  members  of  the  community,  and  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  this  vote  of  thanks. 
The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  President  :  On  behalf  of  my  colleagues  I  thank  you  sincerely 
for  that  kind  vote  of  thanks,  which  we  very  much  appreciate. 

Col.  Pilkington  ;  I  have  been  asked  to  move  the  re-election  on 
the  Committee  of  the  eight  retiring  members,  viz.,  our  President,  Mr. 
R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  the  Earl  of  Stradbroke,  Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff, 
Lord  Lucas,  Mr.  F.  Impey,  Mr.  W,  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Mr.  H. 
C.  Fairfax-Cholmeley,  the  Rev.  H.  Rollo  Meyer,  and  the  Hon.  Edward 
Strutt.  I  too,  gentlemen,  am  an  Irishman  and  an  Irish  co-operator, 
but  I  am  much  less  familiar  with  the  work  of  co-operation  under 
your  Society  in  this  country  than  I  am  with  the  work  that  has  been 
done  during  the  last  twenty-one  years  in  Ireland.  It  is  therefore  hard 
for  me  to  say  anything  very  relative  to  the  re-election  of  your  Com- 
mittee, in  the  way  that  your  President  has  done  in  his  comments 
on  the  Report.  But  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  confidence  of  »he 
Society  is  enjoyed  by  your  President  and  the  Committee.  As  an 
Iiishman  I  should  just  like  to  press  the  point  which  Mr.  Barbour 
mentioned  just  now,  viz.,  that  a  very  strange  situation  has  arisen. 
We  have  a  Government  apparently  at  present  supporting  co-operation 
in  this  country  in  a  very  heart-whole  manner,  and  in  Ireland  they 
are  apparently  throwing  cold  water  upon  it  through  their  official 
body  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction. 
My  object  in  dragging  in  this  subject  is  to  point  out  that  Irish  co- 
operators  really  have  a  claim  on  this  country,  and  may  very  well 
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ask  for  their  5»yjiipathy  and  if  possible  for  their  help,  becaust-  I  do  not 
think  this  Society  or  any  co-operator  will  find  fault  with  the  statement 
that  co-operation  so  far  as  the  British  Isles  are  concerned,  and  indeed 
as  far  as  the  British  Empire  is  concerned,  really  had  its  birth  in 
Ireland.  I  forbear  to  go  into  details  as  to  what  has  been  taking 
place  in  Ireland,  but  if  3'OU  read  the  papers  you  will  be  aware  that 
the  Government  and  the  co-operators  in  Ireland  are  unfortunately 
not  working  in  complete  harmony,  in  the  harmony  which  prevails 
in  this  country,  and  I  would  ask  that  the  sympathy  of  your  Com- 
mittee and  of  your  Society  at  large  should  be  accorded  to  Irish  co- 
operators  at  a  time  when  they  really  stand  in  need  of  it.  I  have 
very  great  pkcisurc  in  moving  the  re-election  of  the  retiring  members 
of  your  Committee. 

Mr.  Argles  :  It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  second  the  motion 
that  the  President  be  re-elected  with  the  eight  retiring  members  of 
the  Committee.  Everyone  must  realise  the  good  work  that  has  been 
done  by  them  for  co-operation  and  for  the  movement  generally.  We 
all  know  what  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  done  for  the  movement  from  the 
beginning  and  I  have  been  greatly  in  contact  with  what  has  been 
done  by  several  other  members  of  the  Committee.  I  have  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  President  :  I  beg  to-  move  the  re-election  of  the  Auditor,  Mr. 
H.  Helton  Sturges,  who  has  done  the  work  for  the  Society  for  some 
years  past  and  has  discharged  his  duty  admirably.  I  do  not  think 
it  possible  to  find  a  better  man. 

Lord  Lucas  formally  seconded,  and  the  mot? on  was  carried 
nem.  con. 

Mr.  CtiARi.KS  Batiiursi,  M.P.  :  1  have  been  asked  to  propose 
and  I  havfj  great  ple^'.^dre  in  doing  so,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Sociel*  for  the  use  of  this  tent  in  which  we  are  holding 
our  annual  jiVceting.  A\'e  are  in  a  somewhat  similar  position  to 
that  *^..ci(ty,  for  we  like  them  have  members  all  over  the  country, 
ar  \  it  is  very  doirablc  lh;it  ours  should  be  a  migratory  annual  meeting, 
as  it  is  in  the  best  inUTcsts  of  tlie  Royal  Agricultural  Society  that  their's 
also  should  be  an  annual  migratory  gathering.  They  are  thus  brought 
into  touch  with  their  members  in  the  district  where  the  show  is 
held,  and  I  hope  as  time  goes  on,  and  the  increased  importance  of 
co-operation  to  the  agricultural  industry  is  recognised,  the  link  be- 
tween the  Royal  and  the  A.O.S.  will  become  stronger.  Well,  I 
have  been  asked  to  add  a  low  words,  in  proposing  this  vote  of  thanks, 
on  the  general  subject  of  Ih;' work  of  the  A.O.S.  It  is  noticeable  in  the 
Report  that  we  have  before  us  that  w^e  now  have  societies  in  every  single 
county  in  England  and  ^^'ales  with  three  exceptions— there  were  f^ve 
exceptions  last  year — there  are  only  three  exceptions  now — viz.,  Rut- 
land, Westmoreland  and  Radnor.  I  venture  to  hope  by  the  time  we 
meet  next  year  we  shall  have  societies  established  and  affiliated  to 
the  A.O.S.  in  those  three  counties  also.  Fifty-four  societies,  you 
will  note,  have  been  formed  ckiring  last  year,  or  more  than  one  a  week, 
which  is  a  good  average,  and  they  have  been  formed  in  twenty-five 
different  counties,  so  that  it  is  perfectly  evident  our  efforts  are  net 
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being  concentrated  in  one  portion  of  the  country  only,  but  are  being 
fairly  evenly  distributed  over  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  Now 
it  is  also  a  noticeable  feature — and  I  think  an  encouraging  and  inter- 
esting feature — in  this  last  year's  Report  that  we  have  formed  several 
trade  centres  as  representing  Federations  of  Societies  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.      Small  societies  naturally  find  it  a  primary  difficulty 
to  stand  alone.      Established  as  they  are  naturally  their  turnover  is 
small,  but  when  they  are  able  to  join  forces  with  other  societies  and 
form  a  county  or  district  Federation  there   is  a  very  much  better 
chance  of  their  standing  on  their  own  feet  and  a  very  much  better 
■chance  of  making  better  terms.    It  is  an  interesting  development  and 
I  think  it  is  going  to  add  an  enormous  amount  of  strength  to  the 
trading  societies  in  the  future  (Hear,  hear).     The  total  turnover  of  the 
affiliated  societies  during  the  year  1909  was  ;£,'8o6,ooo,  I  think,  sir,  we 
must  make  a  very  great  effort  to  bring  that  up  to  a  million  before 
we  meet  next  year.      Well  now,  the  chairman  has  referred  to  one 
fact  of  the  co-operative  movement,  the  increasing  use  of  fertilizers— 
I  think  I  should  like  to  add  food  stuffs — upon  the  part,  particularly 
■of  the  smallholders.      Now  it  always  seems  to  me  that  is  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  ever  put  to  those  who  are  interested  in  this  par- 
ticular line  of  trade,  that  they  need  not  be  afraid  of  the  development 
•  of  the  agricultural  co-operative  movement.    I  know  in  my  own  part  of 
the  country,  in  the  South-west,  the  increase  in  the  use  of  fertilizers 
and  food  stuffs  has  been  very  marked  during  the  last  five  years  during 
which  the  co-operative  movement  has  so  largely  developed  in  that 
part  of  England,  and  no  doubt  manufacturers  of  food  stuffs  and  fer- 
tilisers  have   an   enormous   amount  of   grist  brought   tO'  their  mill 
owing  to  the  development  of  the  co-operative  movement.      Well  now, 
it  seems  to  me,  when  one  regards  the  small  holding,  that  the  difficulty 
of  the  small  holders  to-day  is  not  so  much  production,  although  I 
think  many  of  them  have  a  great  deal  to  learn  even  as  regards  pro- 
duction, but  the  difficulty  is  distribution,  and  when  one  come  to  con- 
sider the  particular  products  which  we  expect  the  small  holders  es- 
pecially to  produce,  such  as  milk  and  eggs  and  fruit— to  give  three' 
suitable  illustrations.  I  think  one  must  realise  in  regard  to  each  of 
these  products  how  very  poor  in  many  parts  of  the  country  is  the 
factor  not  of  production  but  of  distribution.      That  has  been  recog-' 
nised  as  regards  eggs  by  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society. 
I  am  bound  to  say  in  many  parts  of  the  country  those  who  are  pro- 
ducing eggs  on  a  small  scale,  through  our  sister  society  are  being 
enabled  to  put  them  on  the  market  with  greater  advantage  and  profit 
to  themselves.  I  could  certainly  instance  fruit  as  being  a  very  remarkable 
instance  of  the  difficulty  of  realising  a  decent  profit  when  there  happens 
to  be  a  glut  in  the  local  market.      I  live  in  a  fruit  growing  district 
where  there  is  a  large  number  of  fruit  growing  orchards  and  ^the  rail- 
way company  does  its  utmost  to  foster  the  fruit  growing  industry.' 
Last  year  the  best  of  all  the  pears— Bon  Chrextien— of  which  there 
was  an  unusually  good  crop,  they  w^ere  literally  lying  on  the  ground 
in  the  orchards  owing  to  the  glut  in  the  local  markets,  and  because 
there  was  no  demand  at  a  reasonable  price.      But  you  had  only  to 
travel  fortv  miles,  into  South  Wales  or  up  to  Swindon,  and  you  had 
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to  pay  2d.  or  3d.  for  one  of  those  pear,--,  which  shows  that  there  is  a 
local  difficulty  in  the  distribution  of  fruit.  That  is  a  difficulty  which 
I  think  we  ought  to  make  an  effort  to  remedy  in  the  interests  of  the 
small  holders  and  those  who  produce  small  farm  produce.  Now,  sir, 
we  hope  for  a  further  grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculturf\  I  took 
the  opportunity  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  Monday,  when  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  vote  was  on,  to  put  forward  one  very  strong 
reason  why  we  should  have  a  further  grant.  I  was  glad  to  see 
that  it  met  with  a  sympathetic  response  from  the  representatives  of 
the  Board  in  the  House,  and  that  is,  that  we  are  intending,  for  the 
first  time,  to  train  organisers,  to  trnin  person^  in  the  principles  of 
co-operation,  to  act  as  organisers  to  the  County  Councils  in  the  matter 
of  developing  co-operation  in  connection  with  small  holdings.  I 
think  we  have  a  very  strong  case  for  asking  for  a  further  grant.  I 
have  ver}'  reason  to  believe  that  a  further  grant  will  be  given  by  that 
Department  in  the  early  future.  But  sir,  the  sad  part,  as  our  Irish 
friend  has  pointed  out,  is  the  fact  that  our  income  is  falling  off— our 
income  from  private  sources.  The  total  amount  of  subscriptions, 
as  Mr.  Barbour  has  pointed  out,  is  only  ;^i,o84  i8s.  6d.  for  last  year, 
and  when  we  remember  that  ^200  of  that  represents  a  contribution 
of  ten  guineas  each  from  our  vice  presidents,  one  has  to  face  the 
fact  that  our  total  income  from  private  sources  apart  from  donations 
amounts  to  ;^8oo.  Well,  that  is  a  miserably  small  sum  to  represent 
the  private  contributions  to  so  important  a  national  organisation  as 
this  is.  I  do  not  like  to  suggest  from  what  sources  we  ought  to 
derive  a  larger  amount  of  income  in  the  future,  but  speaking  as  a 
landow^ner  to  landowners,  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  landowners  of 
this  country  do  not  sufficiently  recognise  the  enormous  importance  and 
the  financial  advantage  to  themselves  of  the  development  of  the  co- 
operative movement  in  matters  of  agriculture.  It  almost  stands  to 
reason  that  it  must  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  landowner's  pocket  if 
production  can  be  cheapened,  and  if  a  larger  amount  of  value  of  farm 
produce  can  be  brought  into  the  producer's  pocket,  it  stands  to  reason 
that  it  is  to  their  benefit.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a  very 
strong  appeal  to  my  fellow  landowners  that  they  should  contribute 
very  much  more  largely  in  the  future  to  this  excellent  organisation 
than  they  have  done  in  the  recent  past.  Sir,  we  hope  to  have  some 
contribution  from  the  Development  Fund.  The  Development  Fund 
is  somewhat  limited  in  amount,  people  are  at  the  present  moment 
tumbling  over  each  other  in  making  applications  for  portions  of  the 
Development  Fund.  I  am  wondering  very  much  whether  any  single 
individual  or  any  single  institution  will  get  anything  like  ;!£rioo  out 
of  the  Development  Fund,  considering  the  enormous  number  of  ap- 
plications there  are  for  portions  of  it  at  the  present  time,  but  if  there 
is  one  side  of  our  work  more  than  another  that  deserves  help  out  of 
the  Development  Fund,  it  is  that  side  to  which  our  President  has 
made  reference,  viz.,  the  development  of  Agricultural  Credit  Banks  in 
every  part  of  the  country  in  order  to  cheapen  the  provision  of  capital 
to  those  who  are  trying  to  carry  on  agriculture  in  a  small  way.  Sir, 
I  think  we  have  a  very  strong  case,  apart  from  the  assurance  that  the 
Government  has  given  us  some  years  ago  on  this  matter— we  have 
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a  very  strong  case  for  pushing  forward  our  appeal,  and  1  venture  to 
hope  that  we  shall  be  successful.  I  have  always  thought  when  people 
in  our  country  districts  have  been  putting  their  savings  into  savings 
banks  that  there  ought  to  be  some  means  of  applving  those  savings 
in  a  much  more  workable  productive  manner  than  simply  by  putting 
them  into  a  savings  bank  and  not  knowing  what  happens  to  their 
mun(^y  in  the  future,  whether  it  is  made  productive  or  otherwise.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  we  can  build  up  agricultural  credit  banks  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  as  other  progressive  agricultural  countries  are 
doing,  those  who  put  their  money  into  these  banks  will  not  only 
get  good  value,  a  good  return  upon  their  deposits,  but  they  will  be  able 
to  realise  that  they  are  advancing  the  greatest  industry  in  the  country 
by  rendering  those  deposits  essentially  prtKliictive  and  reproductive  in 
their  own  localities.  Sir,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  proposing 
this  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  this  very  wet  weather  from  which  fortunately  we  are  pro- 
tected in  this  tent  will  not  spoil  the  balance  sheet  of  the  Show  at 
Liverpool  (loud  cheers). 

Mr.  HoLBORN  formally  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
by  acclamation. 

Mr.  HosKENS  :  I  rise  with  much  pleasure  to  propose  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  our  President  for  taking  the  chair  to-day.  I  do  this  with 
all  the  greater  pleasure  because  coming  from  Cornwall  as  I  do  we 
there  know  the  advantages  which  in  various  ways  the  A.O.S.  has  con- 
ferred upon  us.  W'hen  you  meet  next  year  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
to  report  that  we  have  established  in  Cornwall  a  co-operative  society 
which  will  be  not  only  a  credit  to  that  county  but  also  one  of  which 
you  as  a  Society  may  be  proud.  1  thank  the  Chairman,  too,  for  his 
excellent  and  encouraging  address,  and  when  I  go  back  to  my 
county  I  shall  be  able  to  lay  before  the  farmers  there  an  account  of 
what  has  been  done  and  is  being  done  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  1 
have  much  pleasure  in  proposing  this  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Rupert  Ellis  :  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  this 
motion.  I  have  only  lately  had  the  honour  of  being  elected  a 
member  of  this  Committee,  but  I  may  say  that  in  the  meetings  I 
have  attended  I  have  already  seen  what  hard  work  Mr.  Yerburgh  has 
put  into  the  Society.  Therefore  I  feel  quite  safe  even  with  my  short 
knowledge  of  him  in  seconding  this  motion.  I  come  from  a  part  of 
the  country  from  which  I  see  one  or  two  representatives  here  to- 
day, that  is  North  Wales.  We  hope  we  are  going  to  have  great 
developments  there.  We  have  not  got  very  much  to  say  at  present, 
but  there  is  one  encouraging  piece  of  information  I  may  mention, 
viz.,  that  the  Carnarvon  County  Council  has  bought  2,000  acres  in 
the  countv  for  the  purpose  of  small  holdings.  That  I  believe  includes 
a  castle,  too,  but  I  do  not  know  what  they  art;  going  to  do  with  it, 
but  I  believe  the  rest  of  the  estate  they  intend  to  lease  to  small 
holders.  With  that  magnificient  property  1  hope  they  will  have  a 
good  start  and  that  in  time  it  will  bring  grist  to  the  mill  of  the 
A.O.S. 

The  motion  was  carried  with  loud  applause. 

TuK  President  :  I  thank  you   very  much  indeed  for  your  kind 
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vote  of  thanks  to  m  s  which  I  very  greatly  appreciate.  I  was  verv 
delighted  to  find  we  had  here  a  representative  of  the  I.A.O.S..  We 
welcome  Mr.  I^arbour.  We  are  also  glad  to  have  with  us  the  Hon. 
John  Boscowen  and  Mr.  Hoskins,  both  representing  Cornwall— we 
have  been  a  very  long  time  getting  hold  of  Ccrnishmen  -  but  when 
you  do  get  hold  of  a  Cornishman  50U  do  get  a  good  man  who  will 
stick  to  what  he  undertakes  (hear,  hear}. 

The  proceedings  of  ths  annual  meeting  then  concluded.  • 

A  Sr'K(  lAL  (lENERAL  MEETING  of  the  members  of  the  Society  fol- 
lowed, thf'  President  in  the  chair. 

The  President  explained  that  the  meeting  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  altering  the  rules. 

The  Secketarv  read  the  minutes  of  the  special  general  meeting 
held  on  June  25th,  1908,  at  Lincoln. 

Agreed  that  the  same  be  confirmed  and  signed. 

Lord  Lucas  moved  tO'  add  the  following  sub-section  to  Rule  ic) — 
(d)  If  (being  an  elected  member  of  the  Committee)  he  attends  less 
than  four  Committee  Meetings  in  any  one  ^-ear  (dating  from  the  day 
on  which  an  Annual  General  Meeting  is  held)  unless  he  gives  reasons 
for  his  absence  from  meetings  which  he  fails  to  attend  which  the 
Committee  may  consider  satisfactory.  For  the  purpose  of  this  sub- 
section "  Committee  Meetings  "  shall  be  held  to  include  meetings  of 
any  sub-committee."  He  said  :  I  think  everybody  has  had  notice 
of  this  proposed  alteration  of  the  rules,  and  it  really  explains  itself. 
I  do  not  think  I  need  say  any  more  than  this,  that  it  is  merely  an  alteration 
of  the  rules  to  ensure  that  all  those  in  whom  you  place  your  trust  by 
electing  them  members  of  the  Committee  shall  fulfil  that  trust  by 
attending  regularly,  and  we  propose  that  if  one  of  those  elected  mem- 
bers does  not  do  that  by  failing  to  attend  three  consecutive  meetings 
his  mt  mbership  of  the  Committee  shall  lapse — I  think,  I  am 
explaining  it  aright — unless  he  can  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  his 
absence,  such  as  illness  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I  think  it  is  a  very 
salutary  rule  and  I  am  sure  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  society 
that  it  should  pass. 

Mr.  Barhour  formally  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  carried  nem. 
con.,  the  President  observing  that  the  object  of  the  alteration  must 
be  (luite  plain  to  every  member. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Special  General  Meeting  then  concluded. 
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DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Adam.  B.  Addington 
Adams,  J. 
Archer,  J. 

Argyll,  The  Duke  of,  K.T.,  K.G.. . 
Ashburnhara,  The  Earl  of  . . 

Asbton,  J.  W.   

Acland,  Sir  C.  Thomas  Dyke,  Bart. 
Avshton.  The  Lord    . . 
Adeane,  Chas. 
Allsebrook,  A. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair,  M.P. 

Acland.  Francis  D.,  M.P  

Aris,  J.  Whitton 

Allen,  A.  A.,  M.P.  

-Anglesey  Bulb  Syndicate    . . 
Anglesey,  The  Marquess  of 

Bagot,  The  Lord 

Baird-Hay,  Capt.,  J.  E  

Banhara,  Gr.  A. 
Burne,  Capt.  Miles   . . 

Beauford,  H.  W  

Bennett,  W  

Bingley,  T.  H  

Board  of  Agricalture  and  Fisheries  (Small 
Account)  . . 

Bolitho,  T.  R  

Booker,  Mrs.  C.  E  

Bosanquet,  S.  C. 
Boston ,  The  Lord 

Bouverie,  H.  H.  P  

Brassey,  H.  L.  C,  M.P  .. 

Brassey,  The  Hon.  T.  A  

Bray,  The  Hon.  ^Ir.  Justice 
Breeks,  Mrs.  . . 

Briggs,  Riley  

Brown,  H.  C.   

Brownlow,  Gen.  Sir  Charles,  G.C.B. 

Burdett,  Sir  F.,  Bart  

Burnaby-Atkins.  J.  T. 
Borton,  Lieut. -Col.  . . 
Bacon,  Sir  Hickman  Beckett,  Bart. 
Benson,  Godfrey  Rathbone. . 
Bostock,  S.    . . 
Brunner,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  T. ,  Bart. 
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Kubso fiber's  Name. 


Berry,  W.  W  

Bennett,  Capt.  E.  E. 
Bauly,  W.  H. 

Buxton,  Noel,  M.P  

Berkeley,  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Berkeley,  George  Fitz-Hardinge 
•Boyle,  Mrs.   . . 
Bafchurst,  Charles,  M.P. 
Bathurst,  The  Earl,  C.M.G. 
Bankes,  Arthur 
British  South  Africa  Co. 
Brassey,  The  Lord,  G.C.B. 
Bauly,  W.  G. 
Baines,  M.  T. 
Barbour,  Harold 
Barrymore,  The  Lord 
Buxton,  C.  Roden    . . 
Branford,  Mrs. 

Camden,  The  Marquess 
Campion,  W.  H. 
Canning.  A.  R. 

Chaplin.  The  Right  Hon.  Henry,  M.P. 

Chester,  Dr.  H.  M  

Chibnall,  A.  B  

Cobbold.  C.  PI  

Cohen,  N.  L  

Coles,  E.  H  

Colville,  The  Lady    . . 

Connell.  A.  K  

Coode,  R.  C  

Cooper  &  Nephews,  Messrs.  W. 
Co-operative  Union.  Limited,  The 
Cornwallis,  F.  S.  W. 

Cross,  H  S  

Cust,  Miss 

Card  well-Gardner,  Rev.  J.,  M.A. 

Crawford,  Sir  R.  F  

CUve,  Captain  P.  A.,  M.P. . 
Cheney,  E.  J. 

Channing,  Sir  F.  A.,  Bart. . . 
Claphara,  J.  H. 

Clay,  Captain  H.  Spender,  M.P. 
Cholmeley,  Sir  Montag-ue,  Bart. 
Carnarvon,  Dowager  Countess  of  , 
Courthope,  G.  L.,  M.P.     . . 
Clutterbuck,  Rear  Admiral,  W.  R. 

Cooper,  Sir  R.  P.,  Bart  

Coates,  Major  Sir  E.  F.,  Bart.,  M  P. 
Cotton,  Colonel  the  Hon.  R.  Stapleton 

Clothier,  E.  H  

Cambs,   Hunts  and   Isle  of    Ely  Farmers 
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1910, 

1910. 
Annual  Sub- 

Donations 

scriptions. 

8.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

( Central  Land  Association    . . 

20 

0  0 

( !ross,  F.  J.  K. 

1 

0 

0 

Cambridgeshire  County  Council   , . 

30 

0  0 

1 

Corrie,  A .  Wynne 

I 

0 

Dale,  W. 

1 

1 

a 

Dalkeith,  ihe  iliarl  oi 

I 

1 

0 

Darby,  Mrs.  . . 

1 

0 

0 

Da  Vies,  (ji-eneral  ti.  j  . 

1 

1 

0 

JJeane,  ri.  ±1. 

0 

10 

0 

Debenhara,  F.  G.     . . 

0 

1(1 

6 

Deramore,  i  he  Liord 

4 

0 

0 

Dick,  Captain  Quintin 

1 

0 

0 

Drage,  Geoffrey       . .   

1 

1 

0 

Drivers,  Jonas  &  uo  . . 

1 

1 

0 

Dunbar-Buller,  C    . . 

1 

u 

A 

u 

Dunn,  A.  JM.  . . 

2 

2 

0 

Dysart,  The  Earl  of  

H 

0 

0 

Duncombe,  Colonel  W.  H,  0. 

2 

0 

0 

Dent-Brocklehurst,  H. 

10 

10 

0 

Darnley,  Ine  Jiiarl  oi 

I 

1 

0 

Davies,  David,  M.r. 

10 

10 

0 

±iCkersley,  J .  C 

1 

i 

0 

Edmeadea,  Major-Gen.  H.  . . 

1 

1 

0 

jLamonas,  kjt.  . . 

0 

10 

0 

Elphinstone-Dalrymple,  Mrs. 

1 

0 

0 

ill  vans,  xvev.  rt. 

1 

1 

0 

Eggar,  J.  A  

0 

10 

0 

Egerton,  Charles  A. . . 

1 

I 

0 

Edmunds.  Charles  C 

1 

1 

0 

English,  Alexander  E.,  I.C.S  

I 

0 

0 

Eager,  J. 

0 

5 

0 

-hjDury,  ine  -Lora 

I 

I) 

0 

Ellis,  Rupert  Williams 

1 

0 

0 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 

10 

10 

0 

Fairiax-Cholmeley,  s±.  C  . . 

1 

1 

0 

larmer,  VV.  K.  G.  .. 

0 

a 

xite,  iviajor,  w .  xi.  . .        . . 

1 

1 

0 

Fitzherbert,  B. 

2 

•  > 

0 

xit/nerDert--t>rocKnoies,  w#,  u*1j.,  , 

10 

10 

0 

For.'iter,  Colonel  J .  . 

2 

>» 

0 

X oster,  Jrnilip  o.,  M.i:^, 

1 

I 

0 

joster,  14.  J .  .. 

1 

1 

0 

Fotherby,  Mrs. 

0 

5 

0 

French,  F.  W. 

0 

10 

0 

try,  The  Kight  Hon.  Sir  E. 

1 

I 

0 

if  ryer.  Captain  C.  G. 

1 

1 

0 

THl  *^  J_    1-            /"I  L        1  TP 

Fletcher,  Charles  E. . . 

1 

0 

0 

T^            Jii.    Tn    rn  t^ 

loxcrott,  E.  i.  D,  .. 

1 

1 
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X iimer,  oir  xvoueri/,  x>ari.    . .         , ,         .  ,         ,  .         .  , 

10 

10 

0 

Foster,  The  Rev.  Canon 

0 

10 

0 

Fordham,  Ernest  0.. , 

1 

0 

0 

Falmouth.  The  Viscountess 

1 

I 

0 

FitzWilliam,  The  Hon,  H.  Wentworth  

I 

I 

0 
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1910.  1910. 

Subs.  riber'8  Name                                                                                    Annual  Sub- 
Don  atioD^;  scriptions. 
£  8.   d.  £    s.  d. 

•Garfit,  T.  CJheney  '     . .  110 

•Gee,  John,  J.P                                               ..        .  .  0  10  G 

Gilmour,  Sir  John,  Bart.    . .        . .        . .        . .  '     . .  110 

"Gordon,  Mrs                                                  ....  200 

Greening- E.  Owen. .          ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  10  0 

Greene,  W.  Raymond        . .        . .        . .        . .       . .  110 

Oull,  Sir  W.  Cameron,  Bart.                                     . .  10  0 

Godman,  Col.  A.  T.    0    o  0 

Grote-Joyce.  Mrs.     . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Grantham,  The  Hon.  Mr.  Justice. .        ..       ..        ..  110 

Gray,  E   110 

Gainsborough,  The  Earl  of   110 

Glass,  W.,  A   0    .5  0 

Gladstone,  W.  G.  C.    5    0  0 

Godsal,  Captain  W.                                                           ^    0    0  2    0  0 

Graff,  F.  S   110 

Haines,  Basil  J.       . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        , .  110 

Hardy,  Laurence,  The  Right  Hon.,  M.P   10  10  0 

Harford,  J.  C   110 

Harrison,  F.  J                                               . .        . .  2    2  0 

Harrison,  Gen.  Sir  Richard,  G.C.B.,  C.M.G   0    0  0 

Hay,  Admiral  Lord  John  . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Headlam,  Col.  J.  E.  W   110 

Hicks-Beach,  W.  F   10  0 

Hills-Johnes,  Lieut-Gen.  Sir  J.,  V.C.,  G.C.B   110 

Hobhouse,  The  Right  Hon.  Henry                                     5    0    0  1    1  0 

Hodge,  H   0    5  0 

Hopkins,  W.  R.  Innes    110 

Hornsby,  J   1    0  0 

Howard,  W.  F   0  10  0 

Hunter,  W.  S   10  10  6' 

Huntriss,  W   0  10  6 

Hall,  A.  C   10  0 

Hicks-Beach,  The  Hon.  M.  H.,  M.P   110 

Herbert,  Maj-Gen.  Sir  Ivor,  Bart.,  M.P   110 

Herries,  The  Lady   2    2  0 

Haviland,  W.  A   10  0 

James,  W.  D.        ^   2    0  0 

Jervoise,  Col. ..      *..        ..        ..        ..       ..        ..  100 

Jersey,  The  Earl  ofs  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G   5    0  0 

Jellicoe,  Rev.  T.  H.  L   !    ^  ^ 

J  ephson,  Mrs.          . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .       3    5    2  6    0  0 

Kidd,  Henry   2    2  0 

King,  R.  Maitland   10  0 

Kinnaird,  The  Lord   110 

Kinneir,  H   0  10  G 

Kennaway,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.,  Bart.,  C.B.,        ..  110 

Kitchen,  The  Very  Rev.  Dean   110 

Lane,  C.  Pelham                                            . .        . .  110 

Lancaster,  Sir  William       . .        . .       . .        . .        . .  ^    ^  ^ 

Lands  Improvement  Co.    . .        . .        . .       . .        . .  0    2  0 

Lan^dell,  Rev.  H.,  D.D   0  10  0 
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Subscriber's  Name. 


Lawrence,  The  Lord 
Leconfi-ld,  The  Lord 

Lewis,  Sir  W.  T.,  Bart  

Llano^attock,  The  Lord 

Lloyd-Baker,  G.  E  

Lytton,  The  Lord    ..        ..  .. 

Labour  Co-partnership  Association 
L'Estranjre,  Kev.  A.  G. 
Linnell,  Misa  Isabelle 
Ludlow.  J.  M.,  C.B.  ..  .. 

Levy,  Dr.  Hermann 
Lncas,  The  Lord 

Lever,  Sir  W.  H. ,  Bart  

Lichfield,  Eirlof  .. 
Laurence,  W.  F. 
Lancashire  County  Council 


1910. 


Donations, 
£   9.  d. 


Mander,  Sir  C.  T.,  Bart.  .. 
Mann,  Sir  Edward,  Bart.    . . 

Martin,  Sir  R.  B  

Martin,  J  E.  H  

Marindin.  Ctptain  A.  H.  . . 
Marsh-C>)ldwell,  The  Misses 

Maude,  W.  W  

Mills,  J.  T  

Millbank,  SirPowlett  C,  Bart. 
Milner,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  F.  G. 
Mirehouse,  Rev.  J.  . . 

Moilliet,  F.  A  

Moore,  H.  E  

Morrison,  W. 

Mount-Edgcumbe,  The  Earl  of 

Muntz,  F.  E  

Madden,  Miss  H.  C. 
Maryon- "Wilson,  G.  M. 
McCullock-Jameson,  Mrs.  . . 
Maryon- Wilson,  Sir  S.,  Bart. 
Moir,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Graham  . . 
Madresfield  Agricultural  Club 
Massingberd.  Stephen 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  The  Lord 
Morrison -Bell,  SirC.  W.,  Bart. 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport,  M.P. 

Mitchell,  A.  A  

Mildmay,  Francis  B.,  M.P. 
Manfield,  Harry,  M.P. 
Muntz,  Ronald 
Meyer,  The  Rev.  RoUo 
Major,  Mark  B.  F  


Bart. 


Negus,  T.  A.. . 

Neville,  J.  S  

Newton,  The  Rev.  Canon    . . 

Norman,  A.  C. 

Northwick,  The  Lady 

Norfolk,  The  Duke  of,  K.G,,  K,C.V.O. 
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scriptions. 
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d. 
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^eilson,  W.  Montgomerie  . .        . .        ....        . .  5  o 

Nicholson,  W.  G.,  M. P.     ..    10  ]n  o 

Neville,  The  Hon.  Mr.  Justice      . .        ....        . .  I    1  o 

Norris,  FraBcis  B.  V.        .,       ..        ..        ..        ..  10  10  o 

North  Eastern  Railway  Co.    50    0  0 

Orlebar,  Rouse         . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  2    2  0 

Osbourne,  J.  Smyth  . .        . .        . .        , .        . .        . .  110 

Onslow,  The  Lord    . .        . .        . .        . ,        . .        . .  5    0  0 

Parker,  Col.,  C  J.  BuUivant    10  0 

Parker-Jarvis,  H.  R.    110 

Pelly,  L   0  10  0 

Pelly,  Percy  J.    110 

Portland,  The  Duke  of,  K.G.,  G.C.V.0   10  10  0 

Powell,  C   .050 

Powys-Keck,  H.  L   110 

Pretyraan,  Capt.  E.  G.,  M.P   2    2  0 

Priest,  T.    110 

Palgrave,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis   110 

Plunkett  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Horace,  K.C.V.O.  10    0  0 

Phillips.  Rev.  L.  A   0    5  0 

Peake,  Herbert    5    0  0 

Price,  Mrs   2    2  0 

Petre,  Oswald. .'       ..        ..    10  0 

Pennai  t,  P.  P   10  0 

Partington,  Oswald,  M.P.   110 

Price,  M.  P   10  10  0 

Permanent  Nitrate  Committee      . .        . .        . .        . .  5    0  0 

Pratt,  E.  A                                            .        ....  100 

Player,  W.  J.  P   10  0 

Prior- Wandesford,  R.  H   10  0 

Rankin,  Sir  James,  Bart.,  M.P   2    0  0 

Rathbone,  Miss  M.  ..       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  1    1  (i 

Reader,  H     0  10  0 

Riley,  J   10  0 

Roddam,  R.  J                                                       . .  0  10  0 

Rope,  G.  A.   . .     *   10  0 

Rutherford,  J.,  M.P.    110 

Rothschild,  The  Hon.  L.  W.,  M.P   10  10  0 

Radford,  George      . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  10  0 

Ross,  John   110 

Rashleigh,  Dr.  John  C.  S   2    2  «i 

Saltmarshe,  P.         ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  1    (i  o 

Samuel,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  L.,  M.P   10  0 

Sandys,  Col.  T.  M     110 

Seton-Knrr,  Sir  Henry    10  0 

Sidmouth,  The  Viscoimt     ..        ..        .,        ..        ..  8    8  0 

Sinclair,  The  Lord   1    0  <) 

Sinclair,  Sir  John  R.  G.,  Bart                         . .       . .  110 

Smallwood,  J.          ..        ..        ..    ■■  ,.        ....  1    1  (» 

Stamford,  The  late  Earl  of   2    0  0 

Stanhope,  Sir  Walter  Spencer       . .        . .        . .        . .  1    1  () 
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rStansbury,  E.  C.      . .        . .        .  •    0  10  0 

Stapleton-Bretherton,  F   2    0  0 

Stickney,  T.  A   0 

Stilwell,  J.  Pakenham    110 

Stockdale,  H.  M   110 

Stokes,  C.  W.  Rees  . .        . ,     "   110 

Stradbroke,  The  Earl  of                                            • .  2    2  0 

Streatfeild,  R.  J   3    0  0 

Strutt,  The  Hon.  E.  G   ,i    o  0 

St.  Quintin,  W.  H                                          ..        •  •  5    0  0 

Sutton  Nelthorpe,  R.N                                             . .  3    3  0 

Sykes,  A.  H   110 

Stunt,  Walter  C                                                       . .  0  10  (> 

Storey,  H.  L   110 

Smith,  The  Hon.  W.  F.  D   10  10  0 

Stapledon,  Mrs   2    2  0 

SheUey,  Sir  John  C.  E.,  Bart   10  0 

Schuster,  Sir  FeHx  O.,  Bart.  10  10  0 

St.  George's  Guild   5    0  0 

Smith,  E.  Shrapnell   2    2  0 

Strauss,  E.  A.,  M.P   10  10  0 

Spry,  T.  H     11  11  (» 

Shaw,  J.  F   110 

Sidlow,  Richard    0    3  0 

Swanzy,  F   10  0 

Scott,  H.  Alan      10  0 

Spedding,  A.    1    1  t» 

Stepney,  Miss          . .        . .        . .        . .        ....  220 

Surrey  County  Council       ..        ..        ..        ..  8710 

Tatlock,  Miss  H.  H   10  0 

Thresher,  Commander  W.  ..         .        ..        ..        ..  100 

Tidswell,  H.  R     110 

Tidswell,  R.  J   110 

Tomlinson,  Sir  W.  E.  M.,  Bart   2    2  0 

Toke,  Colonel                                                                            '  0106 

Trafford,  H.  R   5    0  0 

Trenchard,  J.  A   2    0  0 

Tubbs,  Mrs.  H   1116 

Turberville,  Colonel  J.  Picton    10  0 

Twyford,  T.  W.       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  0    2  6 

Thompson,  R.  Hey  wood     ..        ..        ..        ,.        ..         •  110 

Turnor,  Christopher . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  10    0  0 

Thomas,  J.  C.      2    2  0 

Turnor,  Algernon,  C.B.      ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Toke,  Leslie  A.  St.  Lawrence       . .        . .        . .        . .  0    5  0 

Tholnas,  D.  Lleufer  . .    0    5  0 

Van-de-Weyer,  Colonel      ....                             . .  500 

Vansittart-Neale,  Sir  H.  J.,  C.B   110 

Vesey-Fitzgerald,  J.  V   0  10  0 

Vemey,  F   2    2  0 

Vivian,  H   0    5  0 

Verney,  The  Late  Sir  Edmund,  Bart.      ......  100 


Warde,  Colonel  C.  E.,  M.P. 


1    1  0 


1910.  1910. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub - 

Donations.  scriptions. 

£   s.  d.  £   s.  d. 

Walker,  G.  F   110 

Walmsley,  Arnold  B   0  10  0 

Waddinghara,  T.  J     110 

Warner,  Capt.  W.  P   110- 

Warren,  R.  A    2    2  0 

Wellington,  The  Duke  of   2    2  0 

Wethered,  T.  Owen   110 

White-Thomson,  Colonel  Sir  R   0  lo  6 

Williams,  Aneurin             ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

WUliams,  Colonel  R.,  M.P.    5    5  0 

Wigan,  Rev.  S   0    5  <^ 

Willis,  Miss   110 

Wilwon-Fitzfferald,  W.  H   110 

Windham,  Major  A.          . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Wright,  Carden    0    o  C 

Wyndham,  The  Right  Hon.  G.,  M.P   I    0  0 

Welby,  Sir  C.  G.E.,  Bart.    2    0  0 

Wenlock,  The  Lord,  G.C.S.I.,  G.C.I.E.,  K.C.B.         ..  10    0  0 

Wolff,  H.  W   110 

Westminster,  The  Duke  of,  G.C.V.0   25    0  0 

Willoughby  de  Broke,  The  Lord   110 

Winterton,  The  Earl,  M.P   2    2  0 

Wilkins,  Mrs.  Roland    0    5  0 

Wills,  A.  W   10  10 

Wilson,  H.  J.,  M.P   0  10  0 

Winchester.  The  Marquess  of       . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Wernher,  Sir  Julius,  Bart  10  10  0 

Wiltshire  County  Council   . ,        . .        . .        . .        . .      25    0  0 

Willingdon,  The  Lord    110 

Walker,  F.  H     110 

Wentworth,  Capt   0    2  6 

Yerburgh,  R.  A.,  M.P   100    0  0 

Young,  J.  J   0    2  6 

Younger,  W.  . .       . .        . .        . .        . .        . ,        . .  110 

Yarborough,,The  Earl  of   10  10  0 

Young,  G.  W   0    5  0 


SOUTHERN  SECTION. 
Dorset,  Hants,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Wilts. 

1910.  1910. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub- 
Donation.',  scrlptions. 
£  8.  d.  £   s.  d. 
Pee  The  Eael  of  Sh&ftesbuey,  K.P.,  K.C.Y.O. 
Alington,  The  Lord,  K.C.V.0   10    0  0 

Baker,  Sir  Randolf ,  Bart                                         . .  2    0  0 

Bernard,  Ed.  R   3    0  0 

Digby,  The  Lord   10    0  0 

Eldon,  The  Earl  of   1(»    0  0 
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1910.  mo. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Su*>- 

Donations  scriptions. 

£   s.  d.  £   8.  d. 

Fryer,  H.  C   2    2  0 

aiyn,  Sir  R.  G.,  Bart    500. 

Goodden,  J.  R   110 

Hambro,  E     1000 

Ismay,  J.  H   10    0  0 

Manger,  A.  T   3    0  0 

Portman,  The  Viscount   1000 

Peto,  Sir  Henry,  Bart   330 

Portarlington,  Lady  (Louisa)       . .        . .        . ,        , .  3    0  0 

Salisbury,  The  Marquess  of,  G.C.V.0   10    0  0 

Shaftesbury,  The  Earl  of,  K.P.,  K.C.V.0   26  13  !  0 

Stilwell,  H   110 

Wimborne,  The  Lady    1000 

Wynford,  The  Lord   5    0  0 

Williams,  Colonel  R.,  M.P.    10    0  0 

Wingfield-Digby,  F.  J.  B   10    0  0 

Per  The  Eabl  of  Radnoe, 

Bath,  The  Marquess  of       ..        ..        ..        ..  10    0  0 

Beaufoy,  Mark    5    0  0 

Buckley,  Major  E.  D.  H   10  0 

Carpenter,  J  oseph    ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  330 

Cartwright,  Captain           ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  100 

Coles,  Gary   110 

Colston,  Edward    330 

Fitzmaurice,  The  Lord,  M.V.0   1000 

Folliott,  Lewen        ..        ..       ..        ..                ..  0  10  0 

Fuller,  Robert         . .       . .       . .       . .        . .        . .  10  0 

Gay,  G.  T   10  0 

Greville,  The  Hon.  Louin   . .        . .        . .        . .  5    0  0 

Morrison,  Hugh   ,  25    0  0 

Pender,  Sir  James,  Bart.     ..        ..        ..                 .,  500 

Peto,  Basil  E.,  M.P   5    5  0 

Radnor,  The  Earl  of . .                 ..        ..        ..  10  10  0 

Shaw-Stewart,  Walter       ........  100 

Stanford,  Charles     ..        ..                 ..        ..        ..  100 

Stephens,  H.  C.       ..                          ..        ..  Kj    o  0 

Tennant,  Sir  Edward,  Bart.         . .        , .        . .        . .  5    0  0 

Wyndham,  The  Hon.  Percy         ..        ..                 ..  1    If)  0 


11 


Subscriber's  Name. 

dough,  A,  H.  and  Miss 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert  . . 
Harcourt,  The  Lady 

King,  Mrs.  Powell  . . 

Lucas,  The  Lord 

Manners,  The  Lord.. 

ISTormanton,  The  Lord 

Pultney,  K  

Selborne,  The  Earl  of,  K.G 

Willan,  Colonel  Frank 
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Per  The  Loed  Lucas. 


1910. 


Donation*. 
£    s.  d. 


G.C 


M.G. 


1910. 
Annual  Sub- 
scriptions. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'lb 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

.5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

NORTH   WALES  SECTION. 

1910.  1910. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub- 
Donations,  scriptions. 
£   s.  d.  £    s.  d. 

Davies,  W   2    0  0 

Fox -Pitt,  Major  W.  A   3    0  0 

<Grreave8,  W.  . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        •  •        • .  5    0  0 

Boberts,  Sir  Owen   800 
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APPENDIX  H. 
CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM   AFFILIATED  SOCIETIES. 


£  8.  a. 

Addlestone  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.,.    0  10  0 
Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..220 

Anglesey  Eastern  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .    0  17  4 

Anglesey  Western  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .    0  14  8 

Arderne  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..1100 

Ardudwy  Farmers,  Ltd.  .        . .        . .        . .        • .  ..100 

Ashington  and  Hirst  Small  Holders,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..110 

Aylestone  Co-operative  Allotments,  Ltd.      ..        ..        ..        ..  ..196 

Barry  Small  Holdings  Tenants  Association,  Ltd.   . .        . .        . .  ..050 

Battle  Bridge  Allotments,  Ltd  0100 

Biggleswade  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..1    1  0 
Blyth  Small  Holders  and  Allotment  Association,  Ltd.      . .        . .  ..100 

Borough  of  Poole  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ,.110 

Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Bridlington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society..     ...     1    1  0 

Brislington  Allotments,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..106 

Brotherhood  Trust  Extension  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..       ..        ..  ,.074 

Builth  Upper  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.   . .       . .    0  10  0 

Bushey  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.      0  10  0 

Cadoxton  and  District  Credit  Society . .       ..       ..       ..       ..  ..0110 

Cadoxton  and  District  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd.  . .       . .        . .    0    2  10 

Caerphilly  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .        . .    0    .5  0 

Cardiff  Landholders  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd . .  ..        ,.    0    .5  10 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd   . .  ..650 

Carterton  and  District  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Co-operative  Society, 

•  Ltd    080 

Castlemorton  Agricultural  Credit  Society    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..040 

Chailey  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.   . .       . .       . .  ..144 

Chirbury  and  District  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.         . .        . .        . .  ..074 

Cirencester  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..  ..0106 

Cleadon  and  Whitburn  Small  Holders,  Ltd. . .       . .       . .       . .  ..026 

Clitheroe  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.   ..040 

Clophill  Agricultural  Credit  Society  020 

Clynnog  Fawr  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Coates  and  District  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd  0    9  6 

Coleshill  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. . .        . .  .,048 

Coventry  Allotments,  Ltd  100 

Cradoc  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     ,.        ..       ..        ..       ..  ..184 

Cross  Inn  Co-operative  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.         .  .        ..    0  15  0 

Croxley  Green  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.         ..  ..050 

Cwmgors  and  District  Farmers  Society,  Ltd.        . .       . .        . .  ..050 

Darley  Farmers,  Ltd  0  10  () 

Dovedale  Dairy  Association,  Ltd  .056 

Dulas  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .       . .       . .  ,.0100 

Dysynni  Valley  Agricultural  Co -operative  Society,  Ltd  0  10  6 
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£     H.  d. 

Eastern  Counties  Dairy  Farmers  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .    1    i  0 

Eastleigh  and  Bishopstoke  Allotments  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  . .    I  1;5  6 
ELfionydd  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.  . .        ..        ..        ..        ..        . .    0  15  0 

Emlyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Epsom  and  Sutton  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. . .       ..        ..    0  15  0 

Framlingham  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    '4    3  0 

Frampton-on- Severn  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.     . .  . .    0    4  (> 

Friskney  Agricultural  Credit  Society  . .       . .        . .        , .  ..050 

Froomes'  Hill  Co-operative  Credit  Society    . .        . .        . .        . .  ..026 

Germansweek  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..  0  10  0 
G-uildford  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..110 

Ham  worthy  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.   . .        . .        . .        . ,  . .    0  VI  9 

Hargrave  Small  Holders,  Ltd. . .        ..        ..        ..                 .  ,  ..086 

Hastings  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ,.    0  10  6 

Ha  warden  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.          . .        . .  . .    0  15  0 

Hedge  End  Agricultural  Credit  Society       ..        ..        ..        ..  ..076 

Higham  Ferrers  Small  Holders,  Ltd. . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  .,020 

High  Wycomhe  and  District  Small  Holders  and  Allotment  Holders,  Ltd.    0    5  0 

High  Wycombe  Farming  Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..064 

Horsham  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..  ..1134 

Hunsingore  Farmers  and  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd,        ..  ..    0  10  0 

Irchester  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.       . .  ..026 

Kettering  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..    0    5  10 

Limpsfield  District  Credit  Society .,.        ..        ..        ..       ..  ..036 

Lincolnshire  and  Norfolk  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.  , .  ,.110 
Lingfield,  Crowhurst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 

Ltd  0  10  0 

Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..100 

Little  Waltham  Co-operative  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.      ..    0  15  0 
Llandiloes  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.      , .        . .        . .  ..0100 

Llandovery  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         ..    0  12  4 
Llandyssul  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .        . .        . .     1    1  0 

Llanelly  and  District  Farmers  Society,  Ltd. . .        . .        . .        . .        . .     1    0  0 

Llangynwyd  Farmers  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..050 

Lledrod  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..050 

Manifold  Valley  Dairy  Association,  Ltd.      . .        . .        . .  ..056 

Mansfield  Woodhouse  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd.   0    5  0 

Market  Weighton  and  District  Farmers' Supply  Association,  Ltd.       ..    0    2  6 
Marton  and  District  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..018 

Mere  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd.        ..        ..  ..  ..0100 

Merrow  Land  Club,  Ltd.   0    3  2 

Midland  Farmers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.    . .   4    4  0 

Mid- Northamptonshire  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . ,  110 
Mountsorrel  and  District  Credit  Society       .,        ..        ..        ,.  ..050 

Newborough  District  Land  Society,  Ltd   ..  ..  ..    0    5  ,0 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Small  Holdings  Society.  Ltd.  ..  ..  ..    0  13  0 

Newfoundpool  Co-operative  Allotments' Society,  Ltd.  ..  ..  ..     10  0 

New  Quay  Agricultural  Society.  Ltd.  ..2  00 
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£  s.  d. 

iNidderdale  Dairy,  Ltd   ..  110 

North  Bromsgrove  Market  Gardeners,  Ltd...        ..        ..        ..  ..0100 

Xorth  Hunts  and  District  Central  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.    . ,    0    8  6 

Oadby  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd  0  11  8 

Over  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd  0    5  0 

Padiham  and  District  Farmers  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  ..  .  ,  .  ,  0  10  6 
Pandy  Tudor  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.        . .    0  10  0 

Pateley  Bridge  District  Farmers,  Ltd.   0  10  2 

Penllyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     ..        ..  ..     10  4 

Penrhyncoch  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd   ..0100 

Pershore  Co-operative  Fruit  Market,  Ltd   ..220 

Pickeriug  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  0    2  6 

Pontypridd  and  District  Co -operative  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    5  0 

Potton  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd   ..076 

Potton  End  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd   .  .        .'  .    0  16 

Pumpsaint  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..    0  10  6 

Keading  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.         . .  ..030 

Reigate  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0100 

Rhondda  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Rickmans  worth  and  District  Poultry  Depot,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  ..092 

Ripon  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..012 

Ryedale  Dairy  Association,  Ltd.        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..026 

Ryton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    5  6 

Saffron  Walden  District  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.   0  12  4 

Scalford  Dairy,  Ltd  10  0 

Scarborough  Allotment  Traders,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..        .  0100 

Scawby  Agricultural  Credit  Society  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Severn  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    ..       ..  ..110 

Sberston  Co-operative  Milling  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Soberton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.         ..  ..086 

Soham  Small  Holders,  Ltd  058 

Solva  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .     115  8 

South  Leamington  New  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.      ..        ..        . .    0  18  0 

South  Midlands  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..    1    9  10 

Spalding  and  District  Agricultural  Credit  Society  ..       ..        ..  ..0100 

St.  Bride's  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.   0120 

St.  Budeaux  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..090 

Stotfold  Co-operative  Small  Holdings,  Ltd  0100 

Sturminster  Newton  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .        . .  ..050 

Sutcombe  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..050 

Sutton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..100 

Sutton  Valence  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0120 

Swanboume  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         . .    0  10  10 

Tarff  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .  ..042 

Teesdale  Associated  Farmers,  Ltd  ,  ,,2120 

Teme  Valley  Agricultural  Association,  Ltd.  ..       ..        .,  ..0100 

Tibberton  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd  0    3  0 

Tiptree  and  District  Credit  Society    . .         .       . .       . ,       . ,  ..0100 

TJmnch  and  District  Credit  Society    ..       ..        ..        ..       ..  ..070 

Victoria  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd  0180 
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Walkden  and  District  Farmers'  Milk  Supply,  Ltd.   0    5  0 

Wallsend  Small  Holdings,  Ltd  050 

Water  Orton  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .    0    6  10 

Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society,  Ltd.   062 

Westerham  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  ..030 

West  Glamorgan  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..  ..0100 

West  Mailing  and  District  Co-operative  Land  Holding  Association,  Ltd.    0  10  0 
West  Midland  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.    ..       ..       ..       ..  ..170 

Weston-Rhyn  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  0  9  2 
West  Sussex  and  Hants  Dairy  Farmers,  Ltd.       . .       . .        . .  ..110 

Whalley  District  Farmers,  Ltd  110 

Whissonsett  Small  Holders  Credit  Society    . .       . .       . .       . .  ..042 

Wiggenhall  Agricultural  Credit  Society      ..        ..        ..        ..  ..078 
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The  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society^  Limited^ 

Formed  in  1863  by  the  uniting  of  local  Co-operative  Societies 
to  obtain  Wholesale  Supplies  under  Co-operative  Control. 

The  Federation 


Now  includes  1,160  Societies,  representing  1,991,576  individual 
Members, 

Offices^  Salerooms  and  Warehouses 

At  MANCHESTER,  NEWCASTLE,  LONDON,  Bristol, 
Cardiff,  Liverpool,  Northampton,  and  at  Longton  (for 
Crockery  only) 

Salerooms 


At  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Nottingham,  Blackburn  and 
Birmingham. 

Purchasing  and  Forwarding  Depots 

in  Ireland,  on  the  Continent,  in  America,  and  Australia. 

The  Business  includes— 


Wholesale  dealing  of  all  kinds.  Banking,  Flour  Milling 
(Largest  Millers  in  U.K.)t  Tea  Growing  and  Blending,  Fruit 
Growing,  Butter  Making,  Bacon  Curing,  Shipping,  Packing  of 
Groceries  and  Drugs,  Printing,  Tanning  and  Fellmongering, 
the  IMa^ing  of  Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  Biscuits,  Cakes,  Sweets, 
Preserves,  Jellies,  Candied  Peels,  Pickles  and  Vinegar  Brewing, 
Soap,  Candles,  Glycerine,  Starch,  Lard,  Boots  and  Shoes, 
Saddlery, Cloth  and  Clothing,Silesias,Lining  and  Cotton  Cloths, 
Mantles,  Millinery,  Shirts,  Corsets,  Underclothing,  Hosiery, 
Flannels,  Tobacco,  Cigars,  Cigarettes,  Snuff,  Furniture,  Brushes, 
Bedsteads,  Fire  Irons,  Ironmongery,  Tinware,  etc.  etc 

EMPLOYING   OVER   19,000  WORKERS. 

Annual  Sales  over  £26,000,000. 

Annual  Dividend  to^Societies  over  £394,000. 

[Head Office:  1,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 


i6o 


STREET 


AND  DISTRICT  COLLECTING 


DEPOT, 


Limited, 


OFFER  to  all  Co-operators  the  benefit  of  their  wide  experience  with 
ejT^  packing-  which  has  resulted  in  the  production    of  strong",  Hg'ht, 

safe  and  cheap 

EGG  BOXES 

which  are  eas\    to  pack  and  unpack  and  are  sent  out  complete  with 
impro\ed  and   intcrchang-eable  leather  board  fittings  and    wood  wool 
layers.     Xame  ai  d  Station  stencilled  without  extra  charge. 


SIZE. 

5  doz. 

WEIGHT. 

7  lbs. 

PRICE. 

2/4 

10  „ 

10  „ 

3/- 

20  „ 

18  „ 

4/6 

30  „ 

25  „ 

6/- 

Leather  Board  F'ittings  (to  take  30  eggs 
each)  1/6  per  dozen,   15/-  per  gross, 
f.o.r.  Glastonbury.   Wood  Wool  6/-  per 
cwt.  f.o.r.  London. 


Full  particulars  of  these  and  also  of  our 

Eggs  for  incubating. 

Day  Old  Ciiicl<ens, 

Six  Weel<s  Old  Chickens,  6ic. 

Will  be  sent  promptly  on  receipt  of  postcard, 


BUSINESS  TERMS — Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  remittance. 
Consignments  are  sent  Carriage  forward   unless   otherwise  arranged. 

President  and  Treasurer: — J  AS.  C.  Morland.      Secretary  : — W.  REYNOLDS. 
Bankers  :  -WiLTS  &  DORSET,  Glastonbury. 


POSTAL 
ADDRESS 


Street  Farm,  Street  S.O.,  Somerset. 


Railway  Station -Glastonbury.  Telegrams— Reynolds.  Stree  Somerset. 
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The  Avon  Manure  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol. 


/  V  ^  Manufacturers  of 


^  T  for  all  crops. 


SPECIAL  MANURES 


SUPERPHOSPHATES,  BONE  MANURES. 

6eorfle  Cooper  §  Son, 

Seed  $  Scotch  Seed  Potato 

■Coopet  Seedsmen,  .  mefCbailtS.  .  ^^'f^V 

Bedford." 

BEDFORD. 


Being  lai^e  growers  of  all  kinds  of  Seed  in  one  of  the  best 
counties  in  England  for  seed  growing  we  are  prepared  to  quote 
low  prices  for  best  quality  seeds  in  either  large  or  small  quan' 
tities,  and  either  in  bulk  or  packets. 

We  can  also  supply  Scotch  Seed  Potatoes  from  the  best 
districts  in  Scotland,  being  large  buyers  and  purchasing  for 
cash  we  are  in  a  position  to  supply  best  quality  at  lowest 
possible  prices. 

When  applying  for  quotations  it  is  a  great  help  to  us  if 
quantities  and  varieties  are  specified  at  near  as  possible. 


IMPERIAL  ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 

ESTABLISHED  1878. 

Head  Office  :    17,  jPall  Mall  East,  LONDON.  S.W. 

FARMERS'   INSURANCES-LOWEST  RATES. 

HORSES  and  CATTLE  INSURED  agfainst  DEATH  from  Accident  or 

Disease.  . 

STALLIONS  INSURED  against  DEATH  or  DISABLEMENT. 

MARES  INSURED  for  FOALING,  also  LOSS  of  FOALS. 
COLTS  FOR  CASTRATION. 
FARMERS'  LIABILITY  for  ACCIDENTS  to  LABOURERS, 

FARMERS'  PERSONAL  ACCIDENTS. 

CLAIMS  PAID,  £450,000. 

Prospectuses  Post  Free. 

Agents  Wanted.  B.  S.  ESSEX,  Manager. 


TO    FARMERS,    MARKET  GARDENERS, 
HORTICULTURISTS,  &c.,  &c. 

Nitrogen  is  a  plant  food  which  can  be  effectively- 
supplied  to  crops  and  plants  at  almost  any  stage 
of  their  growth,  The  best  and  cheapest  method 
of  doing  this  is  in  the  form  of 

NITRATE 
OF  SODA 

which^  owing  to  its  quick  action,  may  be  used 
with  advantage  at  any  time  during  active  growth. 

Pamphlets  containing  particulars  and  directions  as  to  its  use  may  be  ob- 
tained gratis  and  post  free  from  The  Permanent  Nitrate  Committee, 
Friars  House,  New  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C. 


EGG  BOXES. 


Leading 


Awarded  Nineteen  Medals  and  every  First  Prize  at  Dairy  and 
Crystal  Palace  Shows  the  last  eight  years. 


Much  safer  and  more  durable  than  others,  and  save  25  to 
.50  per  cent,  in  carriage. 

Several  of  the  N.P.O.S.  Depots  have  adopted  these,  and  given 
up  the  cheap  and  unsatisfactory  crates. 


Prices  of  the  Famous  "FEATHERWEIGHT"  BOXES, 

Whi<-h  have  the  largest  sale  of  any  patent  egg  boxes  in  the  country. 
Size  (doz.)  6  8  10  12  15  20  25  30 
Weight  7     8^     9^     lo^    14     16^    19I  21 

Price  ...       5/6   6/-    6/9   7/6   9/-    11/6  12/9  14/- 
Reduction  on  half  dozen  and  one  dozen  lots. 


Prices  of  the  '  SMITHFIELD  '  BOXES. 

SiJie    ...        lo         15        20        25  30  40 

Weight          8         12         14         17  18^  22 

Price  ...     5/10      7/4       9/-      9/9  10/6  13/- 
Reduction  for  quantities. 

<  'atdloijue  post  free  of  180  sizes  and  varieties  tf  Egg  and 
Farm  Produce  Boxes. 


ROBINSON'S  PATENTS,  LTD.,  "oNToN'Er''' 


ESTABLISHED  1836. 


THOMAS  VICKERS  &  SONS 

LIMITED. 

Bone  Manure  and    ^  ^ 
Superphosphate  Manufacturers 


WORKS: 

MANCHESTER,  WIDNES  and  SANDBACH 


Prices  on  Application  to  Agents,  or  to  Head  Office : 

Miles  Platting,  MANCHESTER. 
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Our  Specialities : — 

-  -  MiLK  DEPOTS,  -  - 
BUTTER,  BACON  &  CHEESE  FACTORIES, 
COLD  STORES  for  FRUIT,  MEAT,  etc. 


^  Modern  Milk  Depot  and  Cheese  Factory  for  10,000  gallons 
daily,  constructed  and  equipped  by  us  throughout. 


•  WE  UNDERTAKE  the  Survey  and  Selection  of  Sites,  and 
the  Design  and  Construction  of  Buildings. 

WE   MANUFACTURE  High  Class   Refrigerating,  Ice^ 
making,  and  Dairy  Machinery. 


ARTHUR  G.  ENOCK  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

THANE  ENGINEERING  WORKS, 

Fountayne  Road,  South  Tottenham,  London,  N. 

Telegrams  :  "  Icerimls,  London. 'j  Telephoiu'  :  (^.'i  T^vitenham. 


BAILEY,  SLOPER 

68,  CHEAPSIDE  (B^..r.;?.'gk)  LONDON,  B.C. 

Established  in  1825  (for  over  Fifty  Years  at  Curtain  Road,  the 
Home  of  the  Furniture  Trade)  as  Manufacturers  to  the  Trade. 

For  many  years  supplied  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  almost 
exclusively,  and  consequently  a  large  number  of  the  Members; 
and  also  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 

Are  now  supplying  Direct  to  Consumers. 

FURNITURE. —Fitments— Carpets— Curtains— and  every 
article  requisite  for  complete  equipment  of 
Homes  of  every  degree — Mansions — Cottages 
Flats  —  Hotels — Offices — Public  Institutions, 
etc.,  at  LOWEST  ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES. 

Having  reduced  their  expenses  to  a  nominal  percentage  are  prepared  to 
quote  for  complete  furnishing  (or  single  articles)  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Buyers.  Our  intimate  knowledge  and  experience  enables  us  to  assure 
Customers  of  certain  satisfaction  with  all  business  entrusted  to  our  care. 

References  to  Customers  who  have  honoured  us 
continuously  for  many  years — as  to  satisfactory 
quality  and  honest  dealing. 


An  example 

inexpensive 

Mahogany 

Bureau 

Bookcase 

inlaid  with 

Satinwood 


O 

With  brass 
K,  automatic 
fall  bearings 
No.  2021B 
7ft.  high 
2ft.  9in.  wide 
I  ft.  4in.  deep 

£5    8  O 


Superior  Goods  also  supplied  in  the  best  quality — design— workmanship— 
and  material— at  equally  moderate  prices  consistent  with  quality. 
Estimates  with  Special  Drawings  and  Suggestions  made  Free  of  Charge. 

Late 
Curtain  Road. 


68,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C.  ( 


Telegrams:  "Jardiniere,  London. 


Telephone:  715  Wall. 


BAILEY,  SLOPER  &  Co.  are  prepared  to  lake  old  furniture,  etc.,  in 
exchange  and  allow  fair  prices. 
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UNSURPASSED 


Buffalo  A^^^^^  Brand 


HOLDS  THE  FIELD. 

Entirely  British  Made. 

Once  used  always  ordered. 

BUFFALO  TWINE  can  only  be  procured  from  Agricul- 
tural Co-operative  Societies,    Implement  Agents,  and 
Wholesale  Dealers,  to  whom  Farmers  ought  to  make 
early  application  for  sample  and  prices* 


SOLE  PROPRIETORS  AND  MANUFACTURERS— 

DIXON&GORBinan(iR.S.NEWALLtGo., 

LTD., 

GA  TESHEAD-ON-  TYNE. 


HEMP      AND      WIRE  ROPES 
of  every  description,  and  for  all  purposes. 

SPECIALITIES- 
CART  ROPES.  HAY  CORDS. 
WAGON  ROPES.                STEEL  PLOUGHING 

ROPES 

PLOUGH  LINES.  HAY  ELEVATOR  ROPES. 

TARRED  THATCHING      FENCING  STRANDS, 
CORDS.  etc. 
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HAVE  THE  BEST 

COOPER'S 
DIP 

Has  no  rival 
for  all-round  efllclanoy.  and  Is 
CHEAPBST 

in  the  long  run. 

BEST  FOR  SCAB 
BEST  FOR  KEDS 
BEST  FOR  FLY 
BEST  FOR  TICKS 
BEST  FOR  UGE 

BEST  for  Ae  WOOL 

OF  AGENTS  EVERYWHERE, 


BASIC  SLAB 


OR 


THOMAS'  PHOSPHATE  POWDER. 


AND 


SPECIAL  MAHDRES 

For  all  Crops. 

VERMICITE 

For  destroying:  Wir^  Worm 
and  other  Soil  Pests. 


For  Prices  apply  to 

THOMAS  &  CO.,  LTD.. 

Ceres  Works,  Liverpool. 

Tele}<raphic  Address  :        Established  OVer 
"  Arborists,  Liverpool."       50  years. 


CO-OPERATION 

In  Agriculture. 


An  ILLUSTRATED  JOURNAL  of  the 

Agricultural  Organisation  Society 

PUBLISHED  MONTHLY. 

Price  Id.  Post  Free  l|d. 


Annual  Subscription  Is.  6d.  post  free,  payable  in  advance. 


Queen  Anne  s  Chambers,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster, 

LONDON,  5.W 
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SUTTONS 
SEEDS 

for  the 

Farm  and  Garden. 


Over  100  years 
have  been  spent 
in  constant 
endeavour  to 
improve  the 
existing  strains 
of  seed,  and  the 
sorts  and  varies 
ties  now  offered 
are  unsurpassed  f^r 
quality  and  productif(re< 
ness. 


ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES 
POST  FI^E. 


and  over 

iSI  9,000 

have  been  won  by 

Messrs.  SUTTON'S 
CUSTOMERS 

in  prizes  and  premiums 
for  SWEDES  alone. 


L 


SUTTON^  SONS  « 

The  King's  Seedsmen,  READING 


PERUVIAN  GUANO 


RAW  AS  IMPORTED. 


We  are  oSi»iner  a  good  Selection  of  Qualities  to  suit 
vanous  crops;  also 

OHLENDORFPS 

DISSOLVED  (SOLUBLE)  PERUVIAN 

GUANO. 

Strongly  recommended  for  Top-dressing,  Potatoes, 
and  Fruit  Culture. 

GUARANTEED  ANALYSIS. 


OHLENDORFPS 

PURE   VITRIOLISED  BONES, 
BONE  COMPOUNDS, 

SUPERPHOSPHATES,  ^«  ^'^Sf  a^UJow 
NfTRATE  OP  SODA, 

BONE  IHEAU 

KAINrr. 

KASfC  SLAO  \Anchor  Brand),  our  own  grindlni:. 
"^n^LIM,"  the  new  Atmospheric  Nitrosren. 


SPECIAL  MANURES  FOR  ALL  CROPS. 
APPLY  TO  AQENT8,  OR  TO 

The  An^lo  Continental  Guano  Works 

LoBdoi  Agenoy-OOCK  HOUSE,  BILLITER  STREtT.  LONDON.  E.C. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANISATION 
SOCIETY  .   .  . 


FOR  THB 

EIGHTEEN  MONTHS  ENDED  JUNE  30th. 

1912. 


PRICE   ONE  SHILLING. 


LONDON: 

TUB  STBPf^^Y  PRESS,  TRADE  UNION  PRINT&R5, 
/  43  WHITE  HORSE  LANE,  B. 


PERUVIAN  GUANO 


RAW  AS  IMPORTED. 


We  are  offering  a  good  Selection  of  Qualities  to  suit 
various  crops;  also 

OHLENDORFFS 
DISSOLVED  (SOLUBLE)  PERUVIAN 


GUANO. 


strongly  recommended  for  Top-dressing,  Potatoes, 
and  Fruit  Culture. 

GUARANTEED  ANALYSIS. 


OHLENDORFFS 

PURE  VITRIOLISED  BONES, 
BONE  COMPOUNDS, 

SUPERPHOSPHATES,  ^«  wauti*. 
NITRATE  OF  SODA, 

BONE  MEAL, 

KAINIT. 

BASIC  SLAQ  (Anchor  Brand),  our  own  rrindinir* 
NITROLIM,*'  the  new  Atmospheric  Nitrogen. 


SPECIAL  MANURES  FOR  ALl,  CROPS. 


APPLY  TO  AGENTS,  OR  TO 

The  Anglo-Gontinental  fioano  Works 

{Lait  OHLENDOBFFS),  \ 

LoBdol  aitney-DOCK  HOUSE,  BILLITER  STREET,  tONDON,  E.C. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANISATION 
SOCIETY  .   .  . 

FOR  THE 

EIGHTEEN  MONTHS  ENDED  JUNE  30th. 

1912. 

  ^^^^^m  OF  7H£ 

PRICE    ONE  SHILLING. 

  '  •  -^Siry  Of  m/,vo;s 


LONDON: 

THE   STEPNEY  PRESS,  TRADE   UNION  PRINTERS, 
43  WHITE   HORSE   LANE,  E. 


J  KANDSfiJECKELL 

Manufacturers  IPSWICH 


TO  HM    THE  KING  /" 


RJCIC  CLOTHS 
feSTACKrSHEETS 

7Ae  mos/  saHsfaciory  % 


CAWAS  COVERlNG^mKQUIESJENTifi 

JILUSTPATED  PRlCf  LISTS.FREE  ON  APPLICAT!0.»(. 


334.  OG 
I31l/l2- 
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gomeryshire 

Captain  The  Hon.  John  Dawnay,  Ruston  Grange,  Wykeham, 

S.O.,  Yorkshire 
The  Lord  Digby,  Minterne,  Dorchester 
The  Earl  of  Eldon,  43,  Portman  Square,  W. 

Hugh  C.  Fairfax-Cholmeley,  Esq.,  Brandsby  Hall,  Easingvvold, 
Yorkshire 

W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Esq.,  D.L.,  Claughton-on-Brock, 

Garstang,  Lancashire 
L.  Ehrlich,  Esq.,  10  &  11,  Austin  Friars,  E.C. 
The  Lord  Fitzmaurice,  M.V.O.,  Leigh,  Bradford-on-Avon 
Sir  Everard  Hambro,  Milton  Abbey,  Blandford 
The  Right  Hon.  Laurence  Hardy,  M.P. ,  42,  Lowndes  Square, 

London,  S.W. 
W.  S.  Hunter,  Esq.,  Gilling  Castle,  Malton,  Yorkshire 
The  Earl  of  Ilchester,  Abbotsbury  Castle,  Dorchester 
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J.  H.  IsMAY,  Esq.,  Iwerne  Minster  House,  Blandford 
Sir  W.  H.  Lever,  Bart.,  The  Hill,  North  End,  Hampstead  Heath, 
London,  N.W. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Lucas,  32,  Old  Queen  Street,  London, 
S.W. 

H.  Manfield,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Moulton  Grange,  Northampton 

J.  Manfield,  Esq.,  Weston  Favell  House,  Northampton 

The  Lord  Manners,  Avon  Tyrrell,  Christchurch,  Hampshire 

Hugh  Morrison,  Esq.,  Little  Ridge,  Tisbury,  Wiltshire. 

W.  G.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  M.P.,  80,  Eaton  Square,  London,  S.W. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O.,  31,  St.  James's  Square, 

London,  S.W. 
Herbert  Peake,  Esq.,  Bawtry  Hall,  Bawtry,  Yorks. 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  K.C.V.O.,  105,  Mount 

Street,  London,  S.W. 
The  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.  ,  G.C.V.O.,  Mansfield  Woodhouse, 
The  Viscount  Portman,  Bryanston,  Blandford  [Mansfield 
M.  P.  Price,  Esq.,  Tibberton  Court,  Gloucester. 
K.  Pulteney,  Esq.,  St.  Austin's,  Lymington,  Hants 
The  Earl  of  Radnor,  Longford  Park,  Salisbury 
The  Viscount  Ridley,  Blagdon,  Northumberland 
The  Hon.  L.  W.  Rothschild,  M.P.,  148,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 

B.  Seebohm  Rowntree,  Esq.,  The  Homestead,  Clifton,  Yorkshire 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  G.C.V.O.,  Manor  House,  Cranborne 
Francis  Samuelson,  Esq.,  Breckenbrough  Hall,  Thirsk,  Yorkshire 

C.  Scaramanga-Ralli,   Esq.,  Lygon  Place,  Grosvenor  Gardens, 

S.W. 

The  Earl  of  Selborne,  K.G.,  G.C.M.G. ,  Blackmoor,  Diss,  Hants. 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K.C.V.O.,  St.  Giles'  House, 
Salisbury 

The  Hon.  W.  F..,D.  Smith,  3,  Grosvenor  Place,  London,  S.W. 
H.  C.  Stephens,  Esq.,  Cholderton,  Salisbury 

E.  A.  Strauss,  Esq.,  M.P. ,  Kingston  House,  Abingdon 
Christopher  Turnor,  Esq.,  Panton  Hall,  Wragby,  Lincolnshire 
The  Duke  of  Westminster,  G.C.V.O.,  Grosvenor  House,  S.W. 
W.  H.  A.  Wharton,  Esq.,  Skelton  Castle,  Skelton-in-Cleveland, 

Yorkshire 

Colonel  R.  Williams,  M.P.,  Bridehead,  Dorchester 
The  Lady  Wimborne,  Canford  Manor,  Wimborne 

F.  J.  B.  Wingfield-Digby,  Esq.,  Sherborne  Castle,  Sherborne 
The  Earl  of  Yarborough,  Brocklesby  Park,  Lincolnshire 

The  Marquess  OF  Zetland,  K.T.,  Aske  Hall,  Richmond,  Yorkshire 

Chairman : 

R.  A.  Yerburgh,  Esq.,  M.P.,  25,  Kensington  Gore,  S.W. 
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Vice-chairman ; 

VV.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Esq.,  D.L. ,  Claughton-on-Brock, 
Garstang-,  Lancashire. 

Committee  of  Management: 
Elected : 

Francis  D.  Acland,  Esq.,  M.P.,  5,  Cheyne  Place,  Royal  Hospital 
Road,  S.W. 

Charles     Bathurst,     Esq.,     M.P.,    Lydney    Park,  Lydney, 
Gloucestershire 

E.  E.  Bennett,  Esq.,  Beckford  Towers,  Tewkesbury,  Gloucester- 
shire 

S.  BosTOCK,  Esq.,  Lainston  House,  Winchester 
Philip  Burtt,  Esq.,  Swarthmore,  St.  George's  Place,  York 
Rupert  Williams  Ellis,  Esq.,  Glasfryn,  Chwilog,  North  Wales 
H.  C.  Fairfax-Cholmeley,  Esq.,  Brandsby    Hall,  Easingwold, 
Yorkshire 

W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Esq.,  D.L.,  Claughton-on-Brock, 

Garstang,  Lancashire 
The  Rev.  Rollo  Meyer,  Watton  Rectory,  Hertford 
Rouse  Orlebar,  Esq.,  Hinwick  Lodge,  nr.  Wellingborough 
The  Hon.  Edward  Strutt,  Whitelands,  Witham,  Essex 
R.  N.  Sutton  Nelthorpe,  Esq.,  Scawby,  Lincolnshire 
H.  W.  Wolff,  Esq.,  Reform  Club,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 

Nominated 

By  ihe  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

M.  T.  Baines,  Esq.,  and  E.  J.  Cheney,  Esq.,  4,  Whitehall  Place, 
S.W.  (representing  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries) 

C.  RoDEN  Buxton,  Esq.,  7,  Kennington  Terrace,  S.E.,  and  Mrs. 

Roland  Wilkins,   14,  Aubrey  Walk,  Campden  Hill,  W. 

D.  McInnes,  Esq.,  J. P.,  Hamilton  Road,  Lincoln  (representing 

the  Co-operative  Union,  Ltd.) 

By  the  National  Poultry  Organization  Society. 

The  Marchioness  of  Salisbury,  20,  Arlington  Street,  S.W. 
Colonel  R.  Williams,  M.P.,  Bridehead,  Dorchester,  Dorset. 

Secretary ; 
Mr.  J.  Nugent  Harris. 

Capital  and  CBantosBank,  Victoria  Street  Branch. 

Messrs.  HUAkE  km  CU.,  j;,  Flyiil  GtiLLt,  Luiiduu,  FT 
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Solicitors : 

Messrs.  Walmslev  and  Stansbury,  Outer  Temple,  222,  Strand, 

London,  W.C. 

Auditor : 
Mr.  H.  HoLTON  Sturges,  F.C.A., 
Public  Auditor  under  the  Friendly  Societies^  etc.^  Acts, 

Of  Messrs.  Harber,  Sturges  and  Eraser,  Chartered  Accountants,  i,  Guildhall  Chambers, 

London,  E.C. 

Offices: 

Queen  i\nne's  Chambers,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster, 
London,  S.W. 


SECTIONS  OF 
THE  AGRICULTURAL  ORGANISATION  SOCIETY. 

NORTH  EASTERN  SECTION. 
Chairman:  Philip  Burtt,  Esq. 
Offices:  Galtres  Chambers,  Coppergate,  York. 

NORTH  WALES  SECTION. 

President :  The  Lord  Boston. 
Chairman:  Rupert  Ellis,  Esq. 
Offices:  Stanley  House,  Holyhead. 


SOUTHERN  SECTION. 
Chairman:  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K.C.\'.0. 
Offices:  47,  Blue  Boar  Row,  Salisbury. 


The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 


ITS  AIMS, 

The  Agricultural  Organization  Society  exists  for  the  purpose 
of  advocating-  the  principles  of  co-operation  amongst  agriculturists, 
and  of  giving  advice  and  assistance  in  the  formation  and  organization 
of  properly  registered  Co-operative  Agricultural  Societies  in  suit- 
able districts  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

The  Agricultural  Organization  Society  does  no  trade  and 
makes  no  profit. 

It  is  supported  mainly  by  voluntary  contributions,  but  receives 
a  grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  from  the  Development 
Fund  in  aid  of  its  work  in  the  promotion  of  co-operation  in  con- 
nection with  the  cultivation  of  small  holdings  and  allotments. 

The  Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  formed  in  different 
localities  are  entirely  self-supporting  and  self-governed. 

These  Societies  become  affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organiza- 
tion Society  by  the  payment  of 'a  small  subscription  which  entitles 
them  to  many  benefits.  The  Societies  have  the  whole  of  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  central  society  at  their  disposal  ; 
they  are  advised  in  matters  of  policy  and  are  helped  with  their 
books  and  assisted  in  negotiations  with  Government  Departments, 
Railway  Companies,  etc.  In  addition,  the  affiliated  societies  all 
over  the  country  are  brought  into  contact  with  one  another. 

The  Principal  Objects  of  these  Local  Societies  are ;— 
(1)  To  purchase  for  their  members. 

(a)  Manures,  Seeds,  Feeding  Stuffs,  Implements,  etc.,  on 
Wholesale  terms  ,.from  the  Manufacturers,  Importers,  or  Whole- 
sale Merchants,  and  a  small  profit  being  charged  to  cover  manage- 
ment expenses. 

lb)  To  attempt  to  secure  the  purity  of  Feeding  Stuffs,  Seeds  and 
Manures,  the  guarantees  for  which  are  often  misleading  or  in- 
sufficient for  the  information  of  the  purchaser.  Co-operative 
Societies  are  better  able  to  protect  their  members  in  their  pur- 
chases, for  even  when  the  proper  guarantees  are  given,  farmers, 
as  individuals,  rarely  have  analyses  made. 
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(2)  To  secure  the  best  Market  for  the  sale  of  produce. 

(a)  By  org-anizing^  the  Milk  supply  on  a  co-operative  basis,  so 
that  some  of  the  profits  may  be  secured  for  the  farmers. 

(b)  By  estabHshing-  co-operative  Butter  and  Cheese  factories  in 
suitable  districts. 

(c)  By  establishing-  co-operative  Eg^g-  and  Poultry  Depots  for 
sorting,  grading-  and  packing. 

(d)  By  grading  and  packing  fruit,  in  order  to  place  it  on  the 
market  in  a  fresh  and  attractive  condition. 

(e)  By  organizing  co-operative  Markets,  to  reduce  the  cost  ot 
disposal,  and  to  break  down  the  rings  formed  against  the  producer. 

(/)  To  reduce  the  cost  of  transport,  by  bulking  consignments 
and  by  arranging  terms  with  railway  companies  and  carriers. 

(3)  To  open  up  remote  districts  by  Motor  Traction. 

In  a  district  where  the  railway  facilities  were  inadequate,  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  induced  the  nearest  railway 
company  to  run  a  Motor  Goods  Service  between  one  of  its 
Stations  and  the  depots  of  a  Co-operative  Society  formed  in  the 
outlying  district,  the  local  Society  acting  as  agent  for  the  traffic  at 
its  end  of  the  route. 

(4)  To  hire  or  buy  Pedigree  Stallions,  Bulls,  etc.,  for  the  use 

of  their  members  at  reasonable  fees. 

(5)  To  arrange  for  all  kinds  of  Agricultural  Insurance 

The  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society, 
Ltd.,  has  been  formed  to  enable  members  of  agricultural  co-opera- 
tive societies  to  secure  the  profits  on  their  own  insurance. 

(6)  To  acquire  land  and  sub-let  it  to  members  in  small  holdings 

or  allotments. 

Under  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1908,  local 
authorities  are  empowered  to  let  land  to  associations  "  so  consti- 
tuted that  the  division  of  profits  amongst  the  members  is  prohibited 
or  restricted."  Many  societies  have  been  formed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  provision. 

(7)  To  establish  Agricultural  Credit  Societies, 

The  need  of  cheap  credit  for  the  productive  purposes  of  farmers, 
small  cultivators,  allotment  holders,  and  the  labouring  classes 
generally,  is  very  great.  Large  farmers  as  a  rule  can  obtain 
monetary  advances,  whereas  smaller  ones  are  often  unable  to  do  so. 
The  object  of  Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit  Societies  (which 
are  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies'  Act)  is  to  help  the 
smaller  agriculturists  to  obtain,  by  combination,  the  advantage  of 
easy  credit. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Agricultural  Organisation  Society, 

FOR  THE  EIGHTEEN  MONTHS  ENDED  JUNEgSOth,  1912. 


'  I  'HE  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Org-aniza- 
^     tion  Society  have  pleasure  in  presenting  their  Report  of  the 
work  of  the  Society  for  the  eigfhteen  months  ended  June  30th,  191 2. 

I.— PROGRESSI  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 
(1}  Statistics  of  Affiliated  Societies. 

The  net  increase  in  the  number  of  societies  during  the  period 
under  review  is  no.  This  brings  the  total  of  societies  affiliated  to 
the  A.O.S.  on  June  30th,  1912,  to  438. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  new 
societies  formed  in  36  counties  during-  the  eighteen  months  : — • 


County 


Bedfordshire 

Berkshire  ... 

Buckinghamshire 

Cambridgeshire 

Cheshire  ... 

Derbyshire 

Devonshire 

Dorsetshire 

Durham 

Essex 

Gloucestershire 

Hampshire 

Kent 

Lancashire 
Leicestershire 
Lincolnshire 
London 
Norfolk  ... 


5  s-l 

< 


—  I 


I 


3X 

U 


Nottinghamshire  ...  —  —  2  —  —  —  —  2 

Northumberland  ...  i  i  —  —  —  —  —  2 

Northamptonshire  —  —  3  i  —  —  —  4 

Oxfordshire         ...  —  —  i  —  —  —  —  i 

Rutlandshire       ...  —  —  i  —  —  —  —  i 

Somersetshire      ...  —  —  i  —  —  —  —  i 

Suffolk      ...        ...  —  —  —  I  —  —  —  I 

Surrey       ...        ...  —  —  i  2  —  —  —  3 

Warwickshire      ...  i  —  8  —  —  —  —  9 

Wiltshire  ...        ...  6  —  6  —  2  —  —  14 

Worcestershire    ...  i  —  i  i  —  —  —  3 

Yorkshire  ...        ...  4  i  3  i  i  —  —  10 

WALES. 

Ang-lesey   ...  ...  i  —  —  —  i  —  i  3 

Brecknockshire  ...  i  —  —  —  —  —  —  i 

Denbighshire  ...  i  —  —  —  —  —  —  i 

Glamorganshire  ...  i  —  2  —  —  —  —  3 

Flintshire  ...  ...  i  —  —  —  —  —  —  i 

Pembrokeshire  ...  i  —  —  —  2  —  —  3 

Totals       ...       34       5      50       9       9        I        2  no 

The  total  membership  of  the  Societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 
increased  from  24,000  on  December  31st,  1910,  to  about  31,020 
on  December '31  st,  191 1,  while  the  estimated  aggregate  money 
value  of  the  transactions  of  the  various  societies  increased  from 
;6'i,053,322  in  1910,  to  £i,33^^o^3  in  iQH*. 

2)  Financial  Position. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  chief  items  of  Income  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Society  since  its  formation  in  1901  : — 

INCOME. 

1 901  1902  1903  1904 

£    s.  d.  £    s.  d.        £    s.   d.      £    s.  d. 

Subscriptions   267  18  10        669  12    o        724    6    o       985    o  8 

Donations    343  14    t  64    o    6        971    4    5       494    7  4 

Guarantee  Fund        ...  ■ —  —  —  600  13  4 

Affiliation  Contributions         —  —  —  838 

£61}  12  II     £^33  12    6  £\,6gs  10    5  ;^2,o88   5  o 
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INCOME— con/z/iued. 

1905  1906  1907  1908 

£    s.    d.  £     s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £     s.  d. 

Subscriptions  1,256  14    6  1,377  '8    6  1,131  1  6  1,222  i8 

Donations                          166    4  11  67    6    o  146  4  i  131  10 

Guarantee  Fund        ...      962    6    6  525  13    6  700  2  o  670  7 

Affiliation  Contributions      12  15    o  63    7    2  68  7  4  78' 


o- 


^2,398    o  II  ^^2,034    5    2  ;^;2,o43  14       £2.102  16  10 


1909 

£  s.  d. 

Subscriptions  ...       ...   1,084  18  6 

Donations    245  19  1 1 

Guarantee  Fund        ...      201  6  o 

Affiliation  Contributions  104  16  4 
Board  of  Agri.  Special 

Donation  ...  ..  500  o  o 
Grant  from  Board  of 

Agriculture         ...      968  8  9 


1910 

£     s.  d. 

1,368    8  o 

364  10  I 


191 1 

£     s.  d. 

1,069    9  o 

168  12  6 


11617    9        '       8  3 


1.441  7 


;^3,io5    9    6  ;£;3,29i    3    4  ;^2,9i5    6  10 


Total,  £23,021  18  4 


EXPENDITURE. 


Salaries  ... 

Rent   

Organising  Expenses  ... 
Postage  ... 

Printing  and  Stationery 
Petty  Cash  and  Sundr)- 

Expenses  . . 
Subsidy  to  Journal 


£ 
400 

45 

233 
18 

33 


1901 

s. 

8 
7 
9 
2 
1 1 


69  14 


1902 

£  s.  d 
404  10 
112  7 


262 
32 
71 


93  17 


1903 

£    s.  d. 

14  9 

17  o 

19  o 

o  o 

16  II 


457 
118 

474 
1 1 

174 


£ 
932 
219 
470 

78 
217 


147 

20 


1904 

s. 

18 


d. 

o 
9 
5 
5 
6 

6 
o 


;^8oo  13    8    £^']']    5    5;^!, 335    o    4^*2,085    7  7 


I 

905 

I 

906 

1907 

I 

908 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  ...       ...       ...  i 

.430 

H 

4 

.147 

0 

0  I 

»253 

r8 

0 

1,284 

6 

9 

Rent   

160 

0 

0 

160 

0 

0 

160 

0 

0 

167 

10 

0 

Organising  Expenses  ... 

348 

4 

7 

371 

18 

4 

314 

1 1 

I 

350 

2 

0 

Postage  ... 

97 

5 

9 

79 

2 

I 

96 

7 

8 

93 

5 

10 

Printing  and  Stationery- 

181 

10 

9 

188 

12 

4 

238 

12 

2 

426 

J9 

5 

Petty  Cash  and  Sundry 

Expenses.. 

259 

2 

10 

167 

17 

0 

164 

3 

8 

155 

7 

8 

Subsidy  to  Journal 

100 

0 

0 

£2 

.476 

r8 

3  £2 

»ii4 

9 

Q;£:2 

'327 

1 2 

7  i^2,477 

1 1 

8 
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EXPENDITURE— continued. 


I 

QOQ 

1910 

91 1 

'  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

r 

d. 

Salaries  ... 

1,978 

9 

10 

2,070 

15 

8 

2,713 

10 

1 1 

Rent   

175 

0 

0 

175 

0 

0 

278 

6 

9 

Organising-  Expenses  .. 

^9 

3 

785 

8 

I 

746 

9 

8 

Postage  ... 

93 

6 

1 

123 

17 

5 

126 

1 1 

0 

Printing  and  Stationery 

201 

15 

2 

248 

1 1 

10 

387 

12 

4 

Petty  Cash  and  Sundry 

Expenses... 

171 

15 

0 

•95 

5 

3 

388 

0 

0 

Subsidy  to  Journal 

0 

0 

75 

19 

8 

Furniture  &  Fittings,  etc. 

-'71 

•  7 

9 

^3,184 

5 

4  ;^3»674 

17 

1 1 

;^4»9i2 

8 

5 

Total,  £26,366  10  11 

Since  the  31st  December,  191 1,  an  Interim  Grant  of  ;£"3,ooo, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Development  Commissioners,  has 
been  sanctioned  by  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  from  the  Development 
Fund  pending  the  Society's  reconstitution.  (See  Report  of  Special 
General  Meeting-,  page  75.) 


(3)  Relations  with  County,  Urban  and  District 

Councils. 

The  knowledge  that  the  A.O.S.  has  been  made  the  recipient 
of  a  Grant  from  the  Development  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  furthering  the  principles  of  agricultural  co-operation,  has 
caused  more  than  one  county  council  to  apply  for  assistance  to- 
wards the  organization  of  agriculturists  generally  within  their 
area.  The  counties  of  Oxford  and  Somerset  have  asked  for  the 
services  of  an  organiser  who  it  is  suggested  should  spend  some 
months  in  these  respective  counties  visiting  the  small  holders  with 
a  view  to  getting  them  to  combine  for  purposes  of  purchase  and 
disposal  of  produce.  These  applications  are  under  consideration 
and  may  possibly  be  met  in  connection  with  the  formation  of 
-sections  of  the  A.O.S.  covering  the  counties  in  question. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council 
another  series  of  lectures  and  visits  to  small  holdings  societies  was 
held  during  the  year,  similar  to  the  series  which  proved  so  successful 
in  1910.  Some  thirty  meetings  were  held,  which  were  well  attended, 
and  the  steady  advance  made  by  the  societies  in  this  county  on 
co-operative  lines  illustrates  the  advantage  of  concentrated  effort 
of  this  nature  and  points  to  the  good  results  on  the  small  holdings 
side  of  our  movement  which  may  be  expected  to  follow  from  an 
extension  of  the  A.O.S.  sectional  policy. 
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The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  arranged  for  two  lectures 
to  be  given  by  an  A.O.S.  Organizer  at  Cheshunt,  and  the  Southern 
Section  also  conducted  a  series  of  lectures  for  the  Wiltshire 
County  Council. 

[See  also  the  paragraph  giving  particulars  of  the  Movement  in 
Wales,  page  27.] 


II.— THE  WORK  OF  THE  SOCIETIES. 

The  general  history  of  the  A.O.S.  affiliated  societies  is  one  of 
steady  progress,  more  especially  is  this  noticeable  in  the  case  of 
those  societies  whose  business  has  reached  sufficient  dimensions  to 
enable  them  to  employ  a  full  time  manager. 

Among  the  larger  trading  societies  the  Eastern  Counties 
Farmers'  Association,  with  a  turnover  of  £2^8,2^8,  still  takes  the 
lead,  but  other  societies  are  rapidly  increasing  their  trade,  as  the 
following  figures  will  show  : — 

Turnover. 


Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading 

1 910. 

£ 

T 

Society 

87,845  .. 

107, 186 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society 

58,210  .. 

83,654 

Newport  (Salop)  and  District  Agricul- 

tural Trading  Society 

46,551 

50,221 

Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Associa- 

tion 

30,734 

36,094 

Clynderwen  and  District  Farmers'  As- 

sociation 

22,949  •• 

28,076 

West  Midland  Farmers'  Association  ... 

24,317  .. 

36,848 

Framlingham  and  District  Farmers'  Co- 

operative Association 

18,136  ... 

23,981 

Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers' Agri- 

cultural Co-operative  Association  ... 

13,259  •• 

14,845 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  societies  which  might  be  named 
as  steady  improvement  is  to  be  noted  in  almost  every  direction, 
and  the  smaller  as  well  as  the  larger  societies  show  a  most  satis- 
factory rate  of  progress. 


(1)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies. 

There  are  now  nearly  200  small  holdings  societies  affiliated  to 
the  A.O.S.  Of  this  number  61  hold  land  as  co-operative  societies, 
and  the  individual  members  of  many  of  the  others  rent  land  direct 
from  the  local  authorities  or  private  landlords. 
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The  members  of  these  societies  are  somewhat  slow  to  appre- 
ciate the  many  advantag^es  offered  by  co-operative  working-,  both 
in  the  direction  of  combined  purchase  and  disposal  of  produce, 
but  progress  is  being  made,  though  slowly. 

It  is  difficult  among  the  class  of  men  who  form  these  societies 
to  find  men  with  the  necessary  business  training  and  leisure  to 
carry  out  the  duties  of  a  secretary  and  manag-er.  Fairly  frequent 
visits  by  A.O.S.  Org-anizers  should  do  much  to  help  newly-formed 
societies  through  their  early  struggles,  but  this  is  only  possible  in 
those  districts  situated  within  the  area  of  a  Section  of  the  A.O,S., 
or  within  reasonable  distance  of  London. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  when  the  A.O.S.  scheme  of  Sectional 
Devolution  and  of  Federated  Trading-  Areas  is  fully  developed  a 
great  impetus  will  be  g-iven  to  the  Small  Holdings  Co-operative 
Movement,  but  until  then  prog-ress  can  only  proceed  very  slowly. 

Most  of  the  societies  formed  are  in  connection  with  the  statutory 
small  holders  established  under  the  Small  Holdings  Act  of  1908,  but 
these  represent  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  small  holders  of  the 
country,  and  there  is  a  great  field  of  work  awaiting  the  A.O.S.  in 
the.  direction  of  a  general  scheme  of  organization  to  embrace  all 
the  small  holders  of  the  country,  but  this  cannot  be  undertaken  on 
a  larg-e  scale  until  the  proposed  sections  are  established  with  a 
staff  of  resident  organizers  under  their  command. 

(2)  Co-operative  Sale  of  Fruit  and  Market 
Garden  Produce. 

The  spread  of  the  co-operative  principle  among  people  who 
get  their  living  on  the  land  is  one  of  the  most  notable  and  pleasant 
features  of  present-day  Agriculture  and  Horticulture.  Co-operative 
Associations  are  springing  up  in  many  directions,  and  the  benefits 
of  combination  which  have  been  obtainable  for  so  long-,  are  now 
more  and  more  widely  being  recognized  and  enjoyed.  The  Fruit 
and  Market  Gardening  industry  stands  to  g-ain  more  by  co-operation 
than  almost  any  other  branch  of  ag-riculture  and  horticulture.  It  was 
pointed  out  in  the  last  report  that  this  side  of  our  work  was  a 
difficult  one,  compared  to  the  more  simple  matter  of  purchasing-  the 
requirements  of  members  of  societies.  Further,  the  people 
who  may  expect  to  receive  profitable  returns  for  their  labour 
are  those  who  make  a  study  of  the  requirements  of  the 
market  in  which  they  intend  to  dispose  of  their  produce,  the 
character  of  the  salesmen  to  whom  they  entrust  their  goods^ 
and  who  pay  periodical  visits  to  the  markt-ts  to  know  first 
hand  what  the  market  for  which  they  are  catering  requires.  It 
is  possible,  however,   to    record    considerable    progress  in  this 
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branch  of  our  work  for  191 1,  and  the  first  half  of  1912.  With 
increasing  funds,  the  A.O.S.  hopes  at  once  to  throw  itself  into  the 
work  of  establishing-  depots  in  the  markets,  in  organising-  collect- 
ing- centres  in  certain  districts,  in  the  linking  up  jam,  canning, 
and  pulping  factories,  and  of  such  subsidiary  industries  as  will 
tend  to  make  the  lot  of  the  grower  more  profitable  in  the  future 
than  it  has,  in  many  cases,  been  in  the  past. 

The  East  Anglian  Farmers,  Ltd.  (London). 

This  society  continues  its  most  useful  career.  It  established 
several  records  in  191 1,  the  most  important  being  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  societies  which  have  become  affiliated  to 
it  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  their  members'  produce.  The 
Covent  Garden  branch  has  more  than  fulfilled  the  anticipation  of 
those  who  were  anxious  to  see  it  established  in  that  market, 
whilst  it  has  conferred  great  benefits  on  its  members  in  the  return 
of  a  2^  per  cent,  bonus  on  the  amount  of  produce  sold  through  the 
society  during  the  year.  Reduced  commissions  were  also  charged 
when  exceptionally  bad  markets  were  met. 

The  Federated  Growers,  Ltd.  (Birmingham). 

Almost  the  same  can  be  said  of  this  society  as  of  the 
East  Anglian  Farmers.  Both  societies  are  managed  by  excellent 
committees,  composed  of  elected  representatives  from  Agricultural 
Co-operative  Societies,  Industrial  Co-operative  Distributive 
Societies,  and  Individual  Growers,  whilst  it  is  pleasing  also  to 
record  that  it  is  possible  that  a  working  arrangement  will  be 
^rived  at  between  the  two  societies  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  Per  shore  Co-operative  Fruit  Marliet,  Ltd.  (Worcestershire). 

The  success  achieved  by  this  society  in  the  brief  period  it  has 
been  established  (the  first  sale  was  held  on  June  17th,  1909)  gives 
cause  for  congratulation  to  all  interested  in  the  question  of  the  pro- 
fitable disposal  of  produce.  That  a  society,  non-existant  three 
years  ago,  should  have  so  established  itself  as  to  be  able  to  record 
a  turnover  for  191 1  of  ;^io,799  ;  paid  5  per  cent,  to  shareholders 
on  capital  invested  ;  25  per  cent,  to  a  reserve  fund  ;  5  per  cent, 
to  employees,  and  a  bonus  equal  to  i|  per  cent,  of  the  profits  on 
the  value  of  the  produce  members  sent  in  for  sale,  speaks  well 
for  the  energy  and  attention  that  must  have  been  given  to  the 
work  of  the  society  by  the  committee.  As  providing  a  good  outlet 
for  their  produce  the  co-operative  fruit  market  is  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  the  growers,  many  of  whom  have  quite  small  holdings, 
and  it  is  under  the  management  of  a  competent  auctioneer. 
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The  Halstead  Small  Holders  Ltd.  (Kent). 

This  Society  continues  to  be  of  service  in  the  Halstead 
district  of  Kent.  The  system  of  transport  of  produce  by  road 
to  Covent  Garden  which  the  society  organized  gave  satisfaction 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  also  pleasing  to  record  that  the  society 
has  successfully  dealt  with  the  question  of  the  purchasing  of 
some  of  the  members  requirements. 

The  Worthing  and  District  Market  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  (Sussex). 

This  society,  has  been  of  much  assistance  to  the  growers 
in  its  district.  A  valuable  concession  has  been  obtained  by  the 
A.O.S.  from  the  railway  company  on  behalf  of  this  society, 
namely,  with  regard  to  the  classification  of  cucumbers,  which  were 
not  previously  classified  in  the  General  Railway  Classification  of 
Goods  by  Merchandise  Trains.  A  single  illustration  will  suffice  to 
show  the  benefits  that  will  accrue  to  the  members  of  this 
society  alone  by  this  concession.  Hitherto,  when  the  Worthing 
Growers  desired  to  send  cucumbers  to  Manchester,  they  have 
had  to  pay  a  rate  of  90s.  per  ton.  Now  they  are  able,  with 
their  organisation,  to  send  to  Manchester  for  55s.  per  ton. 
Whilst  the  re-classification  of  cucumbers  is  of  special  benefit  to 
this  society,  it  must  be  remembered  that  growers  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  will  also  benefit. 

The  Swanwick  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  (Hants.). 

Much  useful  work  has  been  done  by  this  society  in  giving 
reliable  advice  to  members  as  to  salesmen  in  certain  markets  ;  it 
also  assists  the  railway  companies  by  making  known  to  them  the 
needs  of  the*district  with  reference  to  the  fruit  traffic,  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  increased  accommodation  and  facilities  that  may  be 
advantageous  to  the  growers.  Through  co-operation  it  has  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  general  use  of  baskets  of  uni- 
form size  and  holding  a  standard  weight  of  fruit.  It  publishes  a 
list  of  reliable  salesmen,  and  so  far  as  possible  assists  in  getting 
disputes  satisfactorily  settled. 

The  Way  ford  Traders,  Ltd.  (Norfolk). 

This  society  has  recently  established  a  motor  service  between 
Wayford,  Yarmouth,  Cromer  and  Mundesley,  for  carrying  the  pro- 
duce grown  by  the  members.  This  development  will  be  watched 
with  much  interest  as  it  is  one  capable  of  great  extension  in  many 
districts  in  this  country. 

The  Cottenham  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. 

Though  only  registered  since  the  last  report  was  published, 
the  society  has   conferred  many  benefits  on  the   small  holders 
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in  its  district.  By  bulking  the  members'  consignments  it 
enables  them  to  send  certain  of  their  produce  to  London  for 
7s.  id.  per  ton  against  the  old  rate  of  15s.  per  ton,  and  to  Man- 
chester at  15s.  5d.  against  the  rate  which  they  previously  paid  of 
26s.  6d.  per  ton.  With  careful  management,  the  society  is 
capable  of  much  development. 

The  Nantwich  Wholesale  Produce  Market,  Ltd.  (Cheshire). 

The  above  market  was  opened  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of 
farm  and  garden  produce  in  the  Market  Hall,  Nantwich,  on 
Cheese  Fair  day,  July  13th,  1911.  Mr.  H.  J.  Tollemache,  J.P., 
who  was  supported  by  the  late  Baron  W.  von  Schroder,  J. P.,  and 
other  well  known  gentlemen  presided.  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P., 
the  President  of  the  A.O.S.,  was  present  representing  the  Society, 
also  Mr.  J.  Nugent  Harris,  the  Secretary.  The  market  is  or  great 
help  to  the  small  holders  in  the  district.  They  find  a  quick 
and  ready  sale  through  it  for  their  products.  It  is  pleasing 
to  record  the  early  negotiations  with  the  Nantwich  Urban 
District  Council  in  connection  with  the  organization  of  the 
market.  Whilst  the  Council  as  a  public  body  were  unable  legallv 
to  enter  into  a  trading  business  of  this  description,  they  fully 
recognised  the  importance  of  the  matter  and  most  willingly  placed 
the  Market  Hall  at  the  disposal  of  the  Association  at  a  nominal 
rental  and  gave  the  scheme  their  support.  The  lead  given  by  this 
Council  in  the  direction  of  reviving  markets,  is  one  worthy  of 
imitation  by  many  other  councils  in  this  country  ;  there  are  many 
districts  where  such  markets  would  prove  a  boon. 

Consideration  of  space  prevents  us  referring  to  the  useful  work 
being  done  by  many  others  of  our  affiliated  societies  carrying  on 
work  similar  to  the  foregoing. 

The  handling  and  marketing  of  fruit  and  market  garden  pro- 
duce through  co-operative  associations  is  daily  becoming  more 
highly  developed  in  this  country.  It  has  long  been  the  practice  to 
send  consignments  of  produce  to  be  sold  on  commission  in  such 
wholesale  markets  as  exist  and  growers  have  thereby  been  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  commission  agents.  There  has  been  no  serious 
attempt  to  regulate  consignments  in  any  way  and  consequently 
men  of  long  experience  and  good  business  abilities  often  fail 
to  make  the  growing  of  produce  pay,  as  well  as  it  might  owing  to 
lack  of  organization.  The  lesson  has  been  learned  long  since  by 
our  foreign  and  colonial  competitors  that  their  produce  can  be 
put  successfully  on  the  English  market  only  through  a  thorough 
system  of  organization.  The  commission  system  in  the  market 
will  to  a  certain  extent,  no  doubt  always  remain,  so  it  behoves 
growers  to  see  that  they  consign  only  to  reliable  outlets.    With  the 
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increased  acreage  under  cultivation  by  small  holders  and  others, 
this  industry  demands  more  and  better  markets  in  London  and  the 
Provinces.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  towns 
in  this  country  where  no  proper  market  exists.  In  the  great  In- 
dustrial Centres  in  the  North,  there  is  much  scope  for  co-operative 
effort.  At  present  the  bulk  of  this  class  of  produce  seems  to  be 
sent  into  three  cities  :  London,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester. 

The  A.O.S.  has  appointed  a  committee  of  experts  to  look 
into  the  matter  of  the  disposal  of  produce,  and  it  is  possible  that 
as  a  result  of  their  deliberations  a  National  Organization  will  be 
set  up  which  w^ill  open  depots  in  the  principal  markets  as  required, 
as  well  as  collecting  centres  in  suitable  districts.  The  great  advan- 
tage of  such  a  National  Organization  would  be  that  it  would  entitle 
a  society  of  growers,  or  individual  growers  and  small  holders,  to 
the  benefits  of  sale  in  any  depot  in  any  market,  in  which  such  a 
National  Organization  had  branches. 

If  we  are  to  take  advantage  of  the  experience  gained  by  the 
present  societies,  such  a  scheme  must  of  necessity  be  controlled 
from  one  centre  with  sub-centres  linking  up  the  different  districts. 
It  is  only  by  dealing  with  the  question  on  National  lines  that  we 
can  hope  to  successfully  organise  this  branch  of  Agriculture  and 
to  improve  the  position  of  the  Fruit  Grower,  Market  Gardener 
and  the  Small  Holder 

(3)  Sale  of  Dairy  Produce. 

Since  the  issue  of  the  last  Report  there  has  been  a  considerable 
developmenfin  Co-operative  Dairying,  and  the  following  societies 
have  been  registered  : — Retail  Dairymen's  Mutual  Supply,  Ltd. 
(London)  ;  Cornwall  County  Farm  and  Dairy  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.  (Cornwall)  ;  Teesdale  Egg  and  Dairy  Society.  Ltd.  (Yorks)  ; 
Haltwhistle  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.  (Yorks)  ;  Allendale 
Farmers,  Ltd. ;  Cheshire  Milk  Producers'  Depots,  Ltd. ;  and  Long 
Clawson  Dairy,  Ltd.  (Leicestershire).  A  large  amount  of  or- 
ganising work  has  been  done  in  other  districts  and  it  is  expected 
that  further  developments  will  take  place  in  the  near  future. 

The  Retail  Dairymen's  Mutual  Supply,  Ltd.  (London),  is  a 
new  departure  in  co-operative  enterprise  which  has  been  brought 
about  to  provide  the  retail  dairymen  of  the  metropolis  with  the 
means  of  safeguarding  their  own  interests.  Until  this  society  was 
formed  the  retailers  obtained  the  bulk  of  their  supplies  through  a 
wholesale  contractor.  At  one  time  the  number  of  these  contractors 
w^as  comparatively  large,  but  by  a  process  of  absorption  and  amal- 
gamation the  wholesale  dairy  trade  has  drifted  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  large  and  powerful  firms,  linked  with  each  other  so  closely 
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in  questions  of  policy  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes  they  form 
a  larg-e  "  trust "  or  "  combine." 

The  Society  hopes  that  by  decreasing  the  cost  of  distribution 
the  prices  to  the  farmer  should  be  increased. 

The  distinguishing-  features  of  this  society  are  : — 

(1)  It  is  a  Co-operative  Society  of  Retail  Dairymen  conducted 
in  the  interests  of  Retail  Dairymen. 

(2)  It  is  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  and  consequently  in  close 
touch  with  dairy  farmers'  organisations  throughout  the 
country. 

(3)  Contracts  are  made  with  the  best  dairy  farmers  in  the 
best  milk-producing  districts,  and  stringent  precautions 
are  taken  to  ensure  purity  and  quality. 

(4)  At  each  contract,  selling  prices  are  fixed  which  are  uniform 

throughout  London.  There  is  no  differentiation  between 
customers. 

(5)  The  society  does  not  handle  separated  milk,  condensed 

milk,  or  any  form  of  milk  powder.  These  are  goods 
which  the  society  neither  buys,  sells,  nor  in  any  way 
deals  in. 

(6)  The  society  serves  only  genuine  retail  dairymen,  and  does 

not  compete  with  them  in  any  direction. 

The  Cheshire  Milk  Producers'  Dep6ts,  Ltd.>  the  object 
of  which  is  to  deal  with  the  milk  supply  of  that  district  to  the 
greater  advantage  of  the  producer.  It  met  with  a  great  amount  of 
opposition  from  the  large  contractors  and  retailers  of  Manchester 
and  Liverpool,  and,  as  a  result,  the  milk  of  the  members  of  the 
society  was  boycotted,  and  had  to  be  converted  into  cheese  at  the 
numerous  depots  which  were  established.  A  feature  of  this 
development  was  the  ready  way  in  which  the  landowners  of  the 
district  have  come  forward  to  support  the  farmers  by  taking  up 
shares  and  loan  stock.  We  hope  the  critical  stage  is  now 
passed  and  thnt  the  depots  are  on  the  road  to  success.  We 
are  pleased  to  record  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and 
several  of  the  Industrial  Co-operative  Societies  have  rendered  great 
assistance  by  purchasing  cheese  through  and  from  the  society. 

Another  interesting  development  is  the  establishment  of  a 
co-operative  dairy  at  Long  Clawson,  Leicestershire,  where  it  is 
intended  to  make  Stilton  cheeses.  This  is  the  second  society 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  these  cheeses,  the  other  being 
ScALFORD  Dairy,  Ltd.,  in  the  same  county,  which  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  ten  years.  The  work  of  this  latter  society  refutes  the  old 
idea  that  Stilton  cheeses  of  first  quality  can  only  be  made  from  the 
milk  of  a  particular  herd,  and  not  from  the  mixed  milk  of  several 
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herds.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  it  is  a  very  profitable 
method  of  disposing  of  milk,  for  5,000  cheeses  were  made  at 
Scalford  in  191 1,  which  realised  an  average  price  of  lofd.  a 
pound. 

The  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.,  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  last  Report,  held  its  first  Annual  General  Meeting  in  May 
last,  when  the  the  balance  sheet  for  the  first  fifteen  months  trading 
was  presented.  The  turnover  of  this  Society  for  this  period  was 
about  ;^96,ooo,  and  after  making  a  generous  allowance  for  depre- 
ciation of  buildings  and  equipment,  a  loss  of  £2>^o  was  shown. 
This  loss  is  more  apparent  than  real  for  it  would  have  been  con- 
siderably decreased  if  the  cheese  in  stock  had  been  valued  at  the 
price  at  which  it  was  afterwards  sold,  it  actually  realised  ;^i2o 
more  than  the  value  placed  upon  it  when  the  stock  was  taken. 

This  Society  also  has  had  considerable  opposition  to  face  from 
the  large  milk  contractors,  but  it  has  been  able  to  hold  its  own  and 
there  is  every  evidence  that  it  has  a  successful  future  before  it. 
Most  of  the  other  dairy  societies  have  had  a  successful  year. 

(4)  The  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative 
Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

The  report  of  this  Society  for  the  year  1911  showed  an  ex- 
tremely satisfactory  position. 

After  payiTig  managem.ent  expenses,  commission  and  interest  on 
bonds,  there  remained  a  credit  balance  of  ;^2, 133  as  compared  with 
;^i,o56  for  the  year  1910.  Of  this  sum  ;^'i,i87  was  set  aside  as 
reserve  for  unexpired  liability  under  policies,  and  was  de- 

clared in  bonus  and  interest  on  shares,  while  jQ^TS  carried 
forward  to  next  year's  profit  and  loss  account. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  Society  declared  a  25  per 
cent,  bonus  and  a  5  per  cent,  dividend  on  its  shares,  and  that  pro- 
gress is  being  made  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  its  funds,  invested, 
in  hand  or  at  call,  available  to  meet  claims,  now  exceed  ;^3o,ooo, 
showing  an  increase  of  0,000  on  the  original  fund  of  20,000 
with  which  business  was  started.  The  total  value  of  the  property 
insured  amounts  to  ,685,816. 

Since  the  close  of  last  year  we  understand  that  several  of  our 
affiliated  societies  have  taken  up  insurance,  and  judging  from 
the  good  results  obtained  by  all  the  associations  doing  business 
with  the  Agricultural  and  General  Insurance  Society,  it  is  hoped 
that  those  who  have  not  already  joined  will  do  so  without 
delay. 
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(5)  Sale  of  Grain,  Hay,  Seeds,  etc. 

It  is  pleasing-  to  record  that  at  least  double  the  number  of  the 
societies  mentioned  in  the  last  report  are  now  eng-ag-ed  in  this 
form  of  co-operative  effort.  A  number  of  societies  have  been 
engag-ed  in  intertrading,  which  development  promises  to  become 
a  great  factor  in  the  future  work  of  our  societies.  An  endeavour 
will  be  made  to  place  societies  more  in  touch  with  one  another  in  this 
direction  when  the  District  Trading  Federations  which  are  now 
doing  useful  work  in  many  districts  get  more  firmly  established. 
The  number  of  small  holdings  societies  and  particularly  those 
that  are  engaged  in  strawberry  growing  will  find  that  in  the 
purchase  of  straw  they  stand  to  gain  a  great  deal  by  co-opera- 
ting with  the  larger  agricultural  co-operative  societies  in  their 
immediate  districts.  A  small  holding  society  near  Wisbech  re- 
ports that  they  purchased  for  members  who  grow  strawberries  a 
rick  of  some  thirty  tons  of  straw  on  which  they  saved  15s.  per 
ton.    Many  societies  could  effect  similar  savings. 

(6j  Organization  of  the  Wool  Industry. 

The  attention  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  English  wool  trade  compares  un- 
favourabley  with  that  of  Foreign  Countries  and  the  Colonies,  from 
the  standpoint  of  organization.  Wool  from  abroad  is  carefully 
classed,  packed  in  bales,  and  placed  on  the  London  market  in  large 
consignments  where  there  is  keen  competition  among  buyers  of  all 
nations,  and  good  prices  are  realised.  On  the  other  hand,  English 
wool  is  not  classed,  or  very  imperfectly  so  ;  it  is  packed  in  bulky 
sheets  and  sold  through  local  brokers,  or  the  local  auction  fairs,  in 
many  cases  passing  through  several  hands  before  reaching  the 
woollen  manufacturers. 

It  is  contended  that  the  Eng-lish  sheep  farmers,  by  combina- 
tion on  co-operative  lines,  could  adopt  the  Colonial  system,  thereby 
making  it  possible  to  sell  their  wool  on  the  London  market  in 
competition  with  wool  from  abroad,  or,  if  it  is  sold  in  other  English 
markets  for  Home  use,  rendering  it  a  more  acceptable  article  for 
the  buyer,  and  thus  ensuring  better  prices. 

At  a  conference  of  those  interested  in  the  wool  growing 
industry,  held  at  the  A.O.S.  offices  on  January  25th,  191 2,  to  con- 
sider the  whole  question,  a  resolution  was  passed,  to  the  effect  that 
the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  the  sheep  farmers  of  England  and 
Wales  from  a  scheme  of  organisation  of  the  wool  industry  on 
co-operative  lines  appeared  to  be  very  great,  and  the  A.O.S.  was 
asked  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

An  A.O.S.  Organizer,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Digby  Grist,  an 
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expert  on  wool  growing^  and  sheep  farming,  visited  Bradford  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  the  Bradford  woollen  manufacturers  on  the 
subject.  They  met  some  of  the  members  of  the  Wool  Section  of 
the  Bradford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  as  a  result  of  this  inter- 
view the  following-  conclusions  were  come  to  : — 

1.  That  there  is  undoubted  scope  for  the  Organization  of  the 

Wool  Trade  in  England  and  Wales  on  Co-operative  lines. 

2.  That  such  organization  can  materially  benefit  the  farmer 

and  also  prove  of  assistance  to  the  buyer. 

3.  That  the  organization  should  aim  at  securing  : — 

(a)  The  placing  of  the  wool  on  the  market  in  the  cleanest 

and  most  presentable  condition. 

(b)  The  reduction  of  markets,  and  the  placing  of  the  wool 

on  the  market  in  large  quantities,  to  be  sold  at 
auctions  under  guaranteed  marks  belonging  to  Co- 
operative Societies. 
{c)  Fleeces  to  be  skirted,  bellies  separated,  and  the  full 
fleeces  classified  at  a  Central  Co-operative  Depot 
before  sale.  The  lower  classes  of  wool  to  be  sold 
separately. 

The  whole  question  will  be  considered  at  an  early  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  re-constituted  A.O.S. 

(7)  Relations  with  the  Distributive  Co-operative 

Movement. 

The  Special  Conference  which  was  instituted  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Co-operative 
Congress,  May,  1909,  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  producer  upon 
the  land  closer  to  the  consumer  in  the  towns,  and  of  defining  a 
concrete  policy  of  Co-operative  Distribution  and  Supply  and  which 
has  been  re-appointed  at  subsequent  Congresses  at  Plymouth  and 
Portsmouth,  has  before  it  a  great  work  in  collecting  information 
and  guiding  into  economic  channels  the  growing  desire  for  inter- 
trading  between  the  Distributive  and  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Movements.  The  sugi^estions  in  the  A.O.S.  Report  for  1910  with 
regard  to  the  Distributive  Movement  and  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  commission  agents  employed,  also  the  giving  of  prefer- 
ence by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  officials  and  buyers 
to  agricultural  co-operative  societies  are  very  necessary  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  agricultural  societies  are  becommg  better  organized. 
The  advantages  of  trading  through  organized  co-operative  societies 
rather  than  with  individual  farmers  is  becoming  more  evident. 

The  experiment  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-opera- 
tive Association  of   supplying  pigs  to    Industrial  Co-operative 
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Societies  during  191 1  has  been  continued  with  success  and  satis- 
faction to  both  parties.  1,294  pigs  have  been  supplied  and  money 
value  returned  of  ^^^6, 182  6s.  7d.  The  same  society  have  also  sold 
to  five  additional  Industrial  Co-operative  Societies  261  pigs  and 
sheep  to  the  value  of  £g2j  3s.  6d. 

In  many  other  directions  also  there  are  satisfactory  indications 
of  a  better  understanding  existing  between  the  two  movements. 

(8)  Poultry. 

Whilst  the  returns  are  incomplete  in  respect  to  the  collection 
and  sale  of  eggs  and  poultry  by  affiliated  societies  there  has  been  a 
steady  advance  during  the  year.  Thirty-two  of  these  societies 
report  that  the  number  of  eggs  sold  were  about  11,000,000,  and 
that  the  total  sales  of  eggs  and  poultry  amounted  to  ;^38,ooo 
of  which,  however,  poultry  accounted  for  jQ'j^S.  As  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  table  a  large  proportion  of  these  were  from  the 
Eastern  division  of  England,  where  Co-operative  Marketing  has 
made  the  greatest  progress. 


Division. 

No.  of  Egg-s. 

Values. 

I    [a]  Eastern  ... 

•  4,433»298 

;^22,i77 

[b)  North-Eastern  .. 

408,677 

1,927 

II.  [a)  South-Eastern 

279,874  .. 

(b)  East  Midland  .. 

260,000 

1,177 

III.  (a)  West  Midland  .. 

277,956  .. 

1 , 296 

(b)  South-Western  .. 

406,076 

1,861 

IV.  (a)  Northern  

38,776  .. 

207 

{b)  North  Western  .. 

40,000 

209 

North  Wales   

469,287 

2,082 

South  Wales 

155,000 

672 

6,768,944 

;^33»039 

There  are  several  Co-operative  Egg  and  Poultry  Societies  in 
operation  which  it  is  anticipated  will  shortly  be  affiliated  with  the 
A.O.S.,  and  it  is  estimated  that  they  disposed  of  3,000,000  eggs, 
and  that  the  total  value  of  eggs  and  poultry  sold  during  the  period 
under  review  is  2,000  making  a  grand  total  of  ;^50,ooo  as  the 
trade  done  by  affiliated  and  non-affiliated  societies. 

(9)  The  Central  Co-operative  Agricultural 
Bank,  Ltd. 

During  the  past  year  the  Directors  of  the  Central  Co-opera- 
tive Agricultural  Bank  have  pursued  a  cautious  policy  in  view  of 
the  Bill  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Board  of 
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Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  would 
have  resulted  in  the  supersession  of  the  Central  Bank  by  some 
other  ag-ency.  This  Bill  has  been  dropped  and  the  Directors  are 
re-considering-  the  new  position  created. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  191 1,  advances  were 
sparingly  made,  by  reason  of  the  foreging  position,  and  the  new^ 
loans  amounted  to  only  £1  ig.  Repayments  to  the  extent  ot 
;^2  65  15s.  were  received 

An  effort  is  now  being  made  to  place  sufficient  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Central  Bank,  in  order  to  make  advances  to  credit 
societies  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest. 


(10)  Credit  Societies. 

During  the  period  under  review,  nine  Credit  Societies  have 
been  established,  making  a  total  of  forty-four.  This  section  of 
our  work  does  not  compare  favourably  at  present  with  the  other 
branch  of  our  Movement.  As  the  Small  Holders  are  increasing 
rapidly  so  it  may  be  assumed  that  we  shall  have  a  corresponding 
increase  in  applications  for  the  creation  of  these  institutions  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  The  principal  difficulty  these 
societies  experience  is  in  obtaining  the  necessary  capital  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  their  members.  As  this  is  apparently  the 
only  set-back  to  these  organizations  which  have  in  so  many  cases 
proved  their  value  to  small  holders  it  is  hoped  that  when  this 
difficulty  has  been  satisfactorily  met,  Credit  Societies  will  increase 
in  this  country  as  rapidly  as  they  have  done  in  other  countries. 


(11)  Telephones  in  Rural  Districts. 

With  a  view  to  extending  the  use  of  the  telephone  in  rural 
districts  the  Postmaster-General  is  arranging  for  the  establishment 
of  rural  party  lines  at  low  rates  provided  that  certain  conditions 
can  be  complied  with.  These  conditions  refer  to  the  distance  from 
an  existing  exchange,  number  of  subscribers  per  mile,  and  other 
matters  which  vary  with  the  particular  locality.  Reference  to  the 
party  line  system  established  at  Brandsby,  Yorks,  was  made  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  A.O.S.  for  1910,  but  since  then  the  Post- 
master-General has  revised  the  conditions  under  which  party  line 
telephones  will  be  installed  in  rural  districts.  Considerable  con- 
cessions have  been  made  since  the  telephone  system  of  the 
country  has  been  taken  over  from  the  National  Telephone  Com- 
pany, so  that  there  will  be  far  less  difficulty  in  complying  generally 
with  the  necessary  requirements.     In  order  that  this  experimental 
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system  may  be  successful,  the  Postmaster-General  desires  to- 
secure  the  co-operation  of  the  societies  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  having  for  their  object  the  advancement  of  agriculture, 
especially  those  societies  formed  on  co-operative  lines,  and  who, 
through  affiliation  with  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  are 
taking  part  in  the  National  Movement  for  the  Development  of 
Agriculture  on  an  organised  basis.  It  is,  therefore,  hoped  that  many 
persons  who  are  interested  in  one  of  the  branches  of  agriculture 
will  take  advantage  of  the  scheme  and  obtain  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  having  a  means  of  easy  communication  with  their 
neighbours  and  with  distant  places.  Particularly  should  members 
of  co-operative  agricultural  societies  benefit  by  being  able  to 
communicate  readily  with  the  offices  of  their  society,  and  by 
the  manager  of  the  latter  being  put  in  touch  with  distant 
markets. 

The  Post  Office  District  Telephone  Managers  will  be  instructed 
to  co-operate  as  far  as  possible  with  the  secretaries  of  local 
societies  with  a  view  to  joint  working,  and  the  District  Managers 
or  their  representatives  will  arrange  to  attend  meetings  both  of 
the  Sectional  Committees  and  of  affiliated  societies  at  which  the 
question  is  discussed. 

A  number  of  party  lines  are  already  in  course  of  construction 
in  various  districts,  and  in  a  considerable  number  of  other  places 
they  are  under  consideration. 

The  Post  Office  is  only  able  at  present  to  provide  party  lines 
in  districts  which  are  not  too  far  from  an  existing  exchange,  but 
in  the  establishment  of  fresh  exchanges  also  it  is  hoped  that  the 
A.O.S.  will  be  able  to  give  considerable  help  so  far  as  obtaining 
the  necessary  support  is  concerned. 


II.— THE  MOVEMENT  IN  WALES. 

The  movement  has  made  steady  progress  in  Wales.  New  societies 
were  started  in  the  following  centres  : — Llanfair  (Anglesey),  Old 
Colwyn  (Denbighshire),  Boncath  (Pembrokeshire),  Birchgrove 
(Glamorganshire),  Crickhowell  (Breconshire),  Haverfordwest  (Pem- 
brokeshire), Rhosgoch  (Anglesey),  Capel  Llanilterne  (near  Cardiff), 
and  The  Anglesea  Bulb  Growers'  Association  has  also  become 
affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 

Of  the  trading  societies  formed  in  191 1,  that  of  Haverford- 
west promises  to  be  the  largest  and  most  successful.    Although  it 
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only  started  actual  business  in  October,  the  turnover  at  the  end 
of  191 1  was  a  large  one. 

Carmarthen,  the  largest  society  in  the  Principality  continues 
to  go  ahead,  the  sales  for  191 1  were  ;£^75,487  iis.,  and  the 
membership  at  the  end  of  the  year  stood  at  1,140. 

The  second  largest,  Clynderwen,  had  a  turnover  of 
;^26,623  IIS.  9d.  This  society  has  built  commodious  premises 
to  meet  its  needs.  As  it  disposes  of  a  considerable  quantity 
of  produce,  it  has  provided  cool  storage  accommodation  in 
the  new  building. 

In  the  North  Wales  Section,  Hawarden  had  the  largest 
turnover,  £8,g6y  13s.  8d.  Severn  Valley,  Montgomeryshire,  ran 
it  very  closely  with  a  turnover  of  £8,gi^.  The  latter  society 
disposed  of  a  large  quantity  of  eggs,  and  opened  a  store  at 
Newtown.  It  has  now  convenient  premises  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  where  members  do  business  on  fair  and  market  days.  It 
has  two  depots  besides,  one  at  Caersws,  and  the  other  at 
Aberbechan  Wharf. 


Disposal  of  Produce. 

Besides  buying  requirements,  the  following  societies  are  also 
selling  produce  :  Clynderwen,  eggs  and  butter  ;  Newcastle 
Emlyn,  butter  ;  Haverfordwest,  corn  ;  Solva,  corn  ;  St  Brides, 
corn  ;  West  Glamorgan  Farmers'  Association,  milk  ;  Hawarden, 
corn  ;  Llanybyther,  eggs  ;  Severn  Valley,  poultry  and  eggs ; 
Llandyssul,  butter. 

The  question  of  the  sale  of  produce  is  receiving  growing 
attention.  The  North  West  Flintshire  and  the  Dysynni  Valley 
Societies  have  already  made  experiments  in  the  matter  of  the  dis- 
posal of  wool  and  others  are  expected  to  follow  their  example. 


Dairy  Organization. 

Those  districts  that  dispose  of  milk  show  a  better  tendency  to 
co-operate  now  than  heretofore,  because  the  undercutting  which  has 
been  going  on  between  producers  has  brought  down  the  price  of 
milk  to  such  a  standard  that  further  reductions  would  be  serious, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  feeding  stuffs  were  so  dear  in 
191 1.  A  great  improvement  could  be  effected  in  the  milk  trade  of 
the  Principality  if  farmers  combined,  and  remained  loyal  to  their 
combinations. 

The  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fourcrosses  (Montgomery- 
shire) joined  the  surplus  milk  scheme  of  the  Cheshire  Farmers' 
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Association,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  price  given  for  milk  by  a 
private  dairyman,  and  have  started  a  cheese  factory  themselves. 

The  West  Wales  Dairy  Farmers'  Association  have  also  taken 
the  question  of  the  disposal  of  surplus  milk  in  hand,  and  are 
likely  to  register  a  society,  and  open  a  depot  at  Llandilo  (Car- 
marthenshire). 

Eggs. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned  other  societies  are 
contemplating  taking  up  the  sale  of  eggs,  and  altogether  the 
prospects  for  the  extension  of  this  development  in  the  Principality 
are  very  promising. 

The  formation  of  the  Boncath  Egg  Depot  was  one  of  the 
results  of  the  visit  of  the  "  Egg  Train  "  into  South  Wales  and  is 
a  most  successful  society. 

The  Anglesey  Egg  Society  is  also  very  successful,  and  has 
been  the  means  of  greatly  improving  the  price  of  eggs  to  the 
producers  in  the  Island. 


Developments  in  Montgomery. 

A  series  of  lectures  was  delivered  on  agricultural  co-opera- 
tion for  the  Agricultural  Committee  of  the  Montgomery  County 
Council  in  December  by  our  organizer,  Mr.  Williams.  This  was 
the  second  series  delivered  by  him  for  the  Council.  There  are 
signs  of  great  developments  in  this  county,  not  only  are  the 
farmers  combining  to  purchase  but  also  to  dispose  of  produce, 
and  especially  milk  and  milk  products. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Welshpool  Farmers'  Union, 
which  has  a  good  membership,  has  had  under  consideration 
several  schemes  of  co-operation.  It  has  adopted  co-operative 
insurance  in  conjunction  with  the  Agricultural  and  General  Co- 
operative Insurance  Society,  and  is  likely  to  do  a  large  business. 

There  are  now  societies  in  every  Welsh  county  except  Radnor. 
A  joint  meeting  of  the  Rhosgoch  and  Glasbury  branches  of  the 
Brecon  and  Radnor  Farmers'  Union  was  held  at  Hay,  late  in  the 
year,  to  hear  an  address  on  Co-operation  b}  our  organiser  in 
Wales.  A  resolution  was  passed  recommending  the  branches  to 
take  up  the  movement  with  a  view  to  registering  a  society.  If 
a  society  is  registered  in  191 2,  it  will  have  headquarters  at  Glas- 
bury on  the  borders  of  Brecon  and  Radnor.  Thus  a  start  will 
have  been  made  to  introduce  the  movement  into  Radnorshire. 
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The  formation  of  the  North  Wales  Section  of  the  A.O.S.  with 
its  headquarters  at  Holyhead  is  the  most  important  progressive 
step  in  connection  with  the  movement  in  Wales  since  the  issue  of 
our  last  Report.  Much  excellent  work  has  already  been  accom- 
plished and  its  formation  will  give  a  tremendous  impetus  to  agri- 
cultural organization  in  the  northern  half  of  the  Principality. 

[See  separate  report  of  the  North  Wales  Section  on  page  37.] 


III.— DEVOLUTION  OF  THE  A.O.S. 
(1)  Report  of  the  Southern  Section. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  on  January 
23rd,  191 1,  at  the  County  Hotel,  Salisbury.  Offices  were  taken 
on  the  same  day  in  Blue  Boar  Row,  Salisbury,  the  position  being 
a  good  one  commanding  a  full  view  of  the  Market  Square,  where 
a  market  is  held  on  Tuesday  in  each  week. 

A  meeting  of  Subscribers  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  section 
on  Friday,  February  24th,  191 1,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presiding. 

Land  Agents  and  Agricultural  Co-operation. 

With  a  view  to  furthering  the  co-operative  movement,  a 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Somerset  and  Dorset,  and  Hants 
and  Wilts  Branches  of  The  Land  x\gent's  Society  was  held  at 
Salisbury  on  February  24th.  Mr.  R.  E.  Macan,  Chairman  of  the 
Hants  and  Wilts  Branch,  presided,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  :  That  having  heard  the  general  discussion  and  the 
expressions  of  opinion,  the  members  present,  in  their  individual 
capacities,  are  willing  to  assist  this  movement  in  their  respective 
districts,  and  to  further  it  in  every  way  they  can." 

County  Council  Lectures. 

Shortly  after  the  offices  in  Salisbury  were  opened,  the  Agri- 
cultural Organization  Society  was  asked  by  the  Wilts  County 
Council  to  give  a  course  of  lectures  on  their  behalf  in  several 
centres  in  the  county  upon  the  subject  of  Agricultural  Co-opera- 
tion. Lectures  were  given  by  the  Organizing  Secretary  of  the 
.Southern  Section,  at  the  following  places  : — Chippenham,  Chapel 


Knap,  East  Tytherton,  Market  Lavington,  Morgan's  Vale  and 
Wootton  Bassett. 

These  lectures  were,  as  a  whole,  fairly  well  attended,  and  as 
the  outcome  of  these  lectures,  two  societies  have  been  formed, 
The  Corsham  Agriculturists,  Ltd.,  and  The  Redlynch  and  District 
Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 

In  191 2  a  course  of  lectures  has  also  been  given  on  behalf  of 
the  Wilts  County  Council  at  the  following  places  : — Blunsdon,  No 
Man's  Land,  South  Marston,  Tisbury,  and  Wanborough. 

Most  of  these  lectures  were  very  well  attended,  and  as  an 
•outcome  the  following  societies  have  been  formed,  viz. : — The  No 
Man's  Land  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.,  and 
The  Wanborough  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Bacon  Curing  Factories. 

On  October  2nd,  191 1,  a  small  conference  was  held  at 
Salisbury  to  consider  the  advisability  of  promoting  the  formation 
of  a  bacon  factory  for  Hants  and  a  part  of  Wilts  and  Dorset. 

A  well-known  authority  on  pigs,  Mr.  Sanders  Spencer, 
addressed  the  meeting  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  to  run  a 
factory  on  profitable  lines  would  require  something  like  300  pigs 
per  week,  and  that  the  expense  of  dealing  with  a  smaller  number, 
say  100  per  week,  would  be  only  slightly  less  than  if  300  were 
dealt  with  ;  that  the  best  class  of  pig  to  breed  for  bacon  is  the 
longest  in  back,  with  light  shoulders  and  heavy  flank  ;  that  offal 
can  as  a  rule  readily  be  disposed  of  in  the  district  where  bacon  is 
produced  ;  finally,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  a  capital 
of  ;£"2o,ooo  before  a  successful  factory  could  be  started,  the  factory 
and  machinery  costing  about  ;^7,ooo. 

Milk  Organization. 

The  question  of  organization  in  the  Milk  Industry  is  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  Committee.  An  Organizer  has  devoted  consider- 
able time  to  the  district  of  Buckland  Newton,  in  Dorset,  in  which 
a  number  of  dairy  cows  are  kept,  and  where,  owing  to  its  very 
isolated  position  (being  nine  miles  from  the  nearest  railway 
station),  it  is  most  difficult  for  the  producers  to  sell  whole  milk. 
Although  no  definite  steps  can  yet  be  taken  the  work  of  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  has  done  a  considerable  amount 
of  good,  the  farmers  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood  now  re- 
ceiving a  better  price  for  their  milk. 

At  Sturminster  Newton,  in  Dorset,  a  dairy  society  has  been 
formed,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  build  and  equip  a  dairy  in  time 
to  commence  working  in  March,  191 3,  when  it  is  expected  that 
the  milk  from  1,500  to  2,000  cows  will  be  available. 
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The  Dorset  Chamber  of  Agriculture  is  considering  the 
position  of  the  milk-producers  of  that  county,  and  the  Organizing 
Secretary  of  this  Section  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  are  in 
close  communication  with  a  view  to  seeing  if  there  is  an  opening 
for  co-operative  dairies. 

Grist  Milling. 

In  addition  to  the  Sherston  Co-operative  Milling  Society^ 
another  society,  the  Whiteparish  and  District  Agricultural  Trading 
Society  has  recently  equipped  a  Grist  Mill.  Other  Societies  in  the 
Section  have  milling  under  consideration. 

Allotments. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  assisting  allotment  holders 
to  take  advantage  of  Co-operation,  and  the  new  societies  at 
Basingstoke,  Bournemouth,  Fareham  and  Harnham  are  likely  to 
be  of  great  value. 

Purchase  of  Requirements. 

The  greater  number  of  the  new  societies  have  been  formed 
with  the  primary  object  of  purchasing  agricultural  requirements. 
Several  of  these  societies  have  made  an  excellent  start,  and  have 
been  able,  not  only  to  effect  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of 
the  goods  and  in  the  transport  of  same,  but  also  to  secure  goods 
of  better  quality. 

The  Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd., 
continues  to  increase  the  magnitude  of  its  business,  which  in  the 
Trading  department  showed  an  increase  for  191 1  of  ;^26,626  on 
the  previous  year. 

Correspondents. 

The  Committee  has  initiated  a  plan  of  appointing  correspon- 
dents whose  business  is  to  make  enquiries  and  keep  the  Committee 
fully  informed  as  to  the  progress  of  existing  societies,  and  the 
need  of  new  societies.  This  plan  will  enable  accurate  local  know- 
ledge to  be  obtained,  and  will  form  a  body  of  workers  whose 
advice  will  be  of  great  and  growing  value. 

Annual  Meeting. 

The  first  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Offices  of  the 
Section  on  March  19th,  191 2,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presided, 
when  the  Annual  Report  and  Balance  Sheet  for  191 1  were  passed. 

Following  the  Annual  Meeting  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  Salisbury  and  addressed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett, 
Chairman  of  the  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.,  on  the  "Organization 
of  the  Milk  Supply."    The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presided  over  a  large 
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attendance.  This  meeting  was  a  great  success  and  much  good 
will  no  doubt  arise  from  it. 

General  Remarks. 

Although  the  active  work  of  the  Section  only  commenced  ih 
February)  191 1,  much  useful  work  has  been  accomplished.  The 
Organizers  are  now  in  close  touch  both  with  existing  Societies  (to 
whom  advice  and  assistance  have  been  given),  and  also  with 
P'arm.ers'  Clubs  and  leading  agriculturists  by  whom  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  agricultural  co-operation  are  becoming  mere 
generally  recognized. 

During  this  period  a  total  of  93  lectures  were  given,  and  in 
addition  to  this  79  meetings  were  attended,  and  some  196  visits 
paid  to  different  parts  of  the  Section.  With  only  one  or  two 
exceptions  all  the  Societies  have  been  visited,  and  a  report  made 
on  their  work  and  position. 

The  Work  of  the  Affiliated  Societies. 

There  are  now  55  Societies  in  this  Section  with  a  membership 
of  4,240,  a  nominal  capital  of  28, 2 10,  and  an  aggregate  turn- 
over exceeding  _;^222,ooo. 

(2)  North  Eastern  Section. 

Since  January,  191 1,  agricultural  organization  has  made  rapid 
progress  in  the  North  Eastern  Section.  Not  only  have  the 
majority  of  the  older  societies  considerably  strengthened  their 
position  but  new  societies  have  been  formed  in  districts  hitherto 
untouched  and  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  those  small 
societies  whose  restricted  power  has  made  the  struggle  for 
existence  severe. 

The  increased  activities  of  the  Section  have  necessitated 
additions  to  the  staff,  which  now  consists  of  a  Superintendent 
Organizer  and  two  Assistants,  a  Secretary  and  clerk  in  the  office. 

The  Sectional  Committee  of  nineteen  representatives  has  met 
quarterly  and  the  Executive  Sub-Committee  monthly,  or  as 
required. 

There  are  now  in  the  Section  forty-six  societies  affiliated  to 
the  A.O.S.,  of  which  forty  are  active,  although  seven  of  these 
are  not  yet  beyond  the  stage  of  organization. 

The  figures  for  the  thirty-three  societies  at  work  in  191 1  are 
approximately  as  follows  : — 

Societies.  Membership.  Turnover. 

Societies  for  purchase  of  require- 
ments and  sale  of  produce  ...         19  1,860  ;£^93>ooo 

Small    Holdings  and  Allotments  Acreage. 
Societies         ...        ...        ...         14  800  600 
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ESTABLISHED  SOCIETIES. 

The  three  larger  trading  societies  in  the  section,  namely, 
Brandsby,  Teesdale  and  Pateley  Bridge,  continue  to  do  a  large 
turnover,  and  they  are  closely  followed  by  the  Wharfedale  and 
Ripponden  societies,  the  lowest  turnover  of  which  is  ;£^5,ooo. 
During  the  last  year  the  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Associa- 
tion have  revived  the  co-operative  interest  in  the  Helmsley  and 
Scarborough  districts  by  taking  over  the  management  of  declining 
societies  at  these  places.  The  increased  activities  of  this  Society 
have  led  to  the  formation  of  a  central  committee  which  meets 
regularly  at  Malton. 

The  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society  have  increased  their 
turnover  by  £2,27 Sy  sending  out  about  400,000  more  bottles  of 
tested  milk  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Nidderdale  Dairy  Society  occupy  a  strong  position  in 
Harrogate,  having  a  turnover  of  ;^9,6oo. 

The  majority  of  the  affiliated  small  holdings  societies  are  in 
possession  of  land  and  several,  e.o-,^  the  Newcastle  and  Ryton 
Societies,  are  frequently  held  up  as  examples  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  co-operative  small  holdings  movement. 

A  scheme  of  federated  buying  among  societies  has  been 
inaugurated  during  the  year,  made  possible  by  the  enterprise  of 
the  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society.  Meetings  have  been 
regularly  held  and  many  of  the  affiliated  trading  societies  in  the 
Section  are  taking  advantage  of  the  system.  A  quarterly  Meeting 
of  managers  of  societies  throughout  the  Kingdom,  convened  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Federation,  was  held  at  York  in  July,  191 2, 
and  this  should  not  be  without  effect  in  stimulating  the  federative 
movement  in  the  north. 

NEW  SOCIETIES. 

The  districts  to  which  organization  has  been  chiefly  directed 
are  those  of  South  Northumberland,  West  Durham,  and  the 
North  and  West  Ridings  of  Yorkshire.  Thirteen  new  societies 
have  been  registered,  of  which  six  are  for  the  supply  of  agri- 
cultural requirements,  two  for  dairying,  two  for  egg  collection, 
and  three  for  the  holding  of  land.  These  are  distributed  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  Trading  Societies. 

As  the  result  of  a  long  series  of  meetings  during  the  autumn 
of  191 1,  the  Swaledale  t-'armers'  Association  was  formed  and 
commenced  trading  early  in  the  new  year.  The  Committee  in- 
cludes some  of  the  most  influential  farmers  in  the  Dale  and  a 
capable  manager  is  employed.  The  depot  is  situated  at  Reeth, 
the  western  terminous  of  the  proposed  light  railway  from  Rich- 
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mond  for  which  an  order  has  been  granted.  It  is  intended  later 
to  undertake  the  sale  of  members'  produce. 

The  formation  of  the  Weardale  Farmers'  Association  and  a 
society  at  Heighington,  a  little  north  of  Darlington,  has  largely 
occupied  an  Organizer's  time  since  January,  1912.  Both  societies 
are  under  influential  management  and  will  shortly  commence 
trading.  Another  society  is  in  process  of  registration  for  the 
Bishop  Auckland  district  which,  together  with  the  two  societies 
mentioned  above  and  the  Teesdale  Associated  Farmers,  Ltd.,  will 
properly  cover  all  that  part  of  County  Durham  lying  west  of  the 
North  Eastern  Railway  main  line. 

The  Wetherby  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association, 
which  was  formed  through  the  local  Chamber  of  Agriculture  and 
was  registered  in  191 1,  did  a  satisfactory  trade  during  the  latter 
six  months  of  the  year  and  shows  further  progress  to  date. 

The  Hebden  Bridge  and  Calder  Vale  Societies,  both  on  the 
outskirts  of  manufacturing  centres  in  the  West  Riding,  were 
registered  in  191 2  and  are  intended  to  serve  the  large  number  of 
cow  and  horse  keepers  who,  as  constant  consumers  of  agricultural 
produce,  have  been  compelled  to  purchase  from  middlemen 
charging  high  prices  for  goods  of  varying  quality.  It  is  hoped  to 
arrange  some  practical  form  of  inter-trading  between  these 
societies  and  our  producing  societies. 

(2)  Dairy  Societies. 

The  Wensleydale  Farmers'  Association  entered  into  occupation 
of  their  dairy  at  Redmire  in  December,  191 1,  after  working  for 
several  months  in  temporary  premises.  A  high-class  Wensleydale 
cheese  has  been  turned  out  during  the  season  and  the  Society  has 
also  made  a  good  start  in.  the  supply  of  requirements. 

The  Allendale  Farmers,  Ltd.,  was  registered  in  November, 
191 1,  and  has  since  progressed  very  rapidly,  having  to  date  a 
share  capital  of  over  _^i,ooo  and  a  membership  of  174,  including 
the  majority  of  the  farmers  in  the  Dale.  Plans  have  been  adopted 
for  a  dairy  and  warehouse,  and  the  site  and  building  materials 
have  been  obtained  on  generous  terms  from  the  owner. 

A  similar  scheme  to  that  proposed  for  Allendale  was  taken  up 
by  farmers  in  the  Haltwhistle  district  early  in  191 1,  and  a  society 
was  registered.  Little  progress  has  yet  been  made,  though  it  is 
hoped  that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Alston  farmers  who  have 
shown  their  willingness  to  join,  the  issue  may  be  successful. 

1(3)  Egg  Collecting  Societies. 

The  wholesale  marketing  scheme  for  tested  eggs  undertaken 
as  an  experiment  by  the  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society  came  into 
operation  in  March,  191 1,  although  it  was  not  until  July  that 
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supplies  were  received  from  all  four  depots  at  Brandsby,  Helmsley, 
Lartington,  and  Wykeham.  The  total  number  of  eggs  of  standard 
quality  handled  from  July,  191 1,  to  July,  191 2,  was  350,000,  besides 
a  large  number  of  second  grade  eggs. 

Of  the  four  societies  mentioned  above,  the  two  latter  were 
registered  in  191 1  as  egg  collecting  societies  and  the  Lartington 
Society  has  since  started  a  branch  for  poultry  rearing.  The  year's 
working  has  shown  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  industrial 
centres  of  the  North,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  a  society  to  be  entirely 
dependent  on  egg  collection. 

(4)  Small  Holdings  Societies. 

Societies  have  been  registered  at  South  Shields  and  at  Keighley 
for  the  joint  tenancy  of  allotment  land,  and  both  have  illustrated 
the  strength  which  combination  gives  to  scattered  applicants. 

The  Adwick-le-Street  Society  was  formed  to  procure  land,  but 
the  scheme  was  not  proceeded  with  through  lack  of  the  interest 
of  members. 

In  addition  to  the  main  work  of  organising  and  assisting 
Societies,  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  following 
matters  : — 

Wool  Organisation. 

In  December,  191 1,  exhaustive  enquiries  were  made  by  the 
Section  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  co-operative  collection  and  sale 
of  wool,  and  the  evidence  obtained  showed  the  real  necessity  for 
the  organisation  of  the  home-grown  wool  industry,  in  order  that 
British  wool  may  take  its  proper  position  on  the  market.  Accord- 
ingly, a  full  report  was  submitted  to  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
A.O.S.,  who  convened  a  conference,  with  the  result  that  enquiries 
are  being  instituted  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Epizootic  Abortion  in  Cattle. 

In  January,  191 2,  it  was  reported  that  this  disease  was 
prevalent  in  certain  districts  in  this  Section,  particuiarly  round 
Easingwold  and  Brandsby.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the  Section's 
offices,  the  Board  of  Agriculture's  Veterinary  Officer  explained  the 
necessary  conditions  for  the  carrying  out  of  experiments,  and  a 
committee  from  the  affected  districts  was  formed  for  this  purpose. 
Local  veterinaries  have  been  appointed,  and  the  treatment  is  still 
proceeding.    The  results  are  awaited  with  interest. 

Agricultural  Tour  to  Denmark. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Section  and  accompanied  by  an 
Organizer,  a  party  of  twenty  farmers  and  others  visited  Denmark 
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in  June,  with  the  object  of  studying  the  agricultural  conditions  of 
the  country.  The  report  of  the  tour  will  be  published  in  consecutive 
issues  of    Co-operation  "  during  the  autumn. 

Rural  Party  Line  Telephones. 

Following  the  announcement  of  the  Postmaster  General's 
scheme  of  rural  party  lines,  enquires  were  received  from  many 
parts  of  the  Section.  Of  these,  the  most  promising  case  is  from 
the  Craven  district,  where  investigations  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  a  line  linking  up  Calton  with  Gargrave  and  Skipton.  The 
circumstances  are  peculiar,  as  part  of  the  proposed  route  is  already 
poled,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  fact  will  induce  the  Post  Office 
authorities  to  carry  out  the  installation,  although  the  distances 
between  promised  subscribers  are  rather  great. 

The  proposal  for  the  extension  of  the  telephone  system  in 
Wensleydale  to  which  the  Committee  devoted  much  attention  in 
1910  is  now  likely  to  materialise,  notice  having  been  received  that 
a  scheme  which  will  link  up  most  of  the  villages  between  Bedale 
and  Hawes  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  authorities. 


(3)  Report  of  the  North  Wales  Section. 

The  first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Section,  which  was  very 
successful,  was  held  on  October  20th,  191 1,  at  the  Pritchard 
Jones'  Hall,  University  College  of  North  Wales,  Bangor,  kindly 
lent  by  the  authorities. 

There  were  nearly  a  hundred  delegates  of  societies  and  others 
present.  Lord  Boston,  the  President,  was  in  the  chair.  There 
were  delegates  from  the  North  Eastern  Section  at  the  meeting  who 
Avere  especially  interested  in  the  wool  question.  The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  K.C.V.O.,  was  also  present. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  followed  by  a  Public  Meeting  which 
was  largely  attended.  Lord  Boston  again  occupied  the  chair  and 
addresses  were  given  by  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Horace  Plunkett, 
K.C.V.O.,  Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff  (who  dealt  especially  with  credit 
banks),  Colonel  Pilkington  and  the  Hon.  A.  Stanley. 

These  meetings  gave  a  good  impetus  to  the  movement  through- 
out the  Section.  It  was  decided  that  the  Annual  Meeting  for  191 2 
should  be  held  at  Rhyl  in  September. 

The  offices  of  the  Section  were  located  for  some  time  at 
Pwllheli,  but  they  have  since  been  removed  to  Stanley  House, 
Holyhead.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was 
held  on  February  17th,  191 1,  at  Bangor,  when  representatives 
attended  from  County  Councils,  Railway  Companies,  the  Uni- 
versity College  of  North  Wales,  and  the  various  affiliated  societies. 
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The  committee  has  met  regularly  since.  At  this  first  meeting  three 
sub-committees  were  formed,  viz.:  Affiliated  Societies  Sub-Com- 
mittee, Investigation  and  Propaganda  Sub-Committee,  and  Finance 
Committee. 

The  Executive  of  the  Section  had  several  important  matters 
relative  to  the  v^elfare  of  the  Movement  under  attention  during 
191 1,  amongst  them  were  the  following:  Insurance  of  live  stock  ; 
railway  rates  ;  sites  for  depots  on  railway  stations  ;  intertrading 
between  societies,  especially  in  seeds  which  are  disposed  of  by 
societies  in  the  various  counties  in  the  United  Kingdom,  whole- 
sale purchase  of  artificial  manures,  sale  of  produce,  sale  of  live 
stock,  and  sale  of  wool. 

The  Position  of  the  Societies. 

There  were  twenty-one  active  societies  in  the  Section  at  the 
end  of  191 1.  Taking  the  larger  societies  in  the  several  counties 
their  turnover  was  as  follows  : — 

Turnover. 

Anglesea         ...    Anglesea  Western  Society...  £3,5^^ 
Carnarvon      ...    Eifionydd  Association        ...  ^4,219 
Flint     ...        ...    Hawarden  Society  •••        ...  £^^9(^7 

Merioneth  ...  Penllyn  Society  (Bala)  ...  £3,243 
Montgomery  ...  Severn  Valley  (Newtown)  ...  ;^8,9i4 
Denbigh  ...    Llanrwst  and  District       ...  £959 

The  smaller  societies  made  steady  progress,  and  through  the 
medium  of  the  Section's  work  there  was  evidence  of  better  co- 
operation between  them. 

Owing  to  the  high  price  of  food  stuffs  during  the  autumn  and 
winter  months  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  societies  saved 
a  large  amount  of  money  to  members,  and  incidentally  to  all 
farmers  living  in  the  district  served  by  the  societies. 

The  Disposal  of  Eggs  and  other  Produce. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  produce  received  the  attention 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  several  of  the  societies  are  now 
actively  engaged  in  selling  the  produce  of  their  members  and  it  is 
expected  that  great  developments  will  take  place  in  this  direction 
in  1912. 

Hawarden  sold  corn  for  members. 

Severn  Valley  did  good  work  in  putting  the  poultry  industry 
of  the  territory  served  by  it  in  a  better  condition.  They  have  a 
large  egg-business  and  engage  a  special  collector.  This  branch 
has  developed  under  great  difficulties,  the  egg  trade  being  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  dealers  in  the  district.  The  result  of  the 
society's  activities  is  that  prices  of  eggs  have  gone  up  consider- 
ably and  the  farmers  and  small  holders  are  reaping  the  benefit. 


THE  AGRICULTURAL  ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY. 

QUEEN  ANNES  CHAMBERS, 
TOTHILL  STREET, 

WESTMINSTER,  LONDON,  S.W. 


With  the  Secretary's  Compliments. 
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The  Anglesea  Egg-  Collecting  Depot  under  the  inspiring  in- 
fluence of  Colonel  Cotton  made  splendid  progress.  Many  branches 
have  been  started,  one  at  Bodorgan,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Anglesea  Western  Society,  and  another  at  Llangefni,  the  County 
Town.  The  society  has  benefited  producers  considerably,  and  has 
been  the  means  of  putting  the  produce  of  the  Island  on  the  market 
in  a  way  which  satisfies  consumers. 

The  various  societies  have  a  great  quantity  of  wool  to  dispose 
of,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  sell  it  co-operatively. 

Pigs  in  Anglesey. 

The  Sub-Committee  of  the  Section  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  position  of  the  pig  industry  in  Anglesey  gathered  much  in- 
formation which  will  be  very  valuable  when  circumstances  are  ripe 
to  consider  the  formation  of  a  bacon  factory  to  dispose  of  the  pigs 
of  the  district.  In  the  meanwhile  a  society  to  deal  with  the  sale 
of  pigs  has  been  formed  for  the  county. 

Recent  Developments. 

Two  new  societies  were  started  in  the  Section  in  191 1,  namely, 
the  North  Anglesea,  which  has  headquarters  at  Rhosgoch,  and 
Colwyn  and  District,  which  has  headquarters  at  Old  Colwyn.  The 
North  Anglesea  is  going  ahead  very  fast  and  shows  signs  of  being 
the  largest  in  the  Island  very  soon. 

The  ground  was  prepared  for  activities  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts :  Maelor,  Flintshire  (a  society  has  since  been  registered  for 
the  district),  Valley,  Anglesey,  Uemmaes  Road,  Montgomery, 
Mostyn  (branch  of  the  North  West  Flintshire  Society).  The  latter 
society  increased  its  turnover  considerably  during  191 1  and  built  a 
substantial  depot  at  Dyserth  Station.  The  site  was  obtained  from 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway,  and  the  committee  of  the 
society  were  greatly  helped  in  the  negotiations  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  Company  assisted  in  the  matter.  It  is  anticipated  that 
other  societies  in  the  Section  will  build  depots  in  191 2. 


Conclusion. 

The  issue  of  this  Report  marks  an  interesting  point  in  the 
history  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  for  it  has  been 
selected  by  the  Development  Commissioners  as  the  body  which  is 
in  the  best  position  to  promote  the  principle  of  "  Co-operation  as 
Applied  to  Agriculture  in  England  and  Wales,"  and  it  will  receive 
an  annual  Grant  from  the  Development  and  Road  Improvements 
Fund  to  enable  it  to  continue  its  past  work  and  to  still  further  in- 
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crease  its  activities.  From  its  formation  in  igoi  the  Society  has 
always  had  to  contend  with  the  difficulty  of  being  in  the  possession 
of  insufficient  funds  to  meet  the  demands  for  help  which  it  has 
received  to  the  full  extent  which  it  would  have  wished.  From  its 
early  days  the  demand  has  been  constantly  increasing-,  and  only 
through  the  generous  help  which  has  so  freely  been  given,  and 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  continued,  has  it  been  enabled  to  bring 
the  work  of  agricultural  organization  so  far.  The  assistance 
which  the  Society  will  now  receive  from  Government  Funds  will 
enable  it  to  develop  the  sphere  of  its  work  so  that  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  Agricultural  Co-operative  Movement  generally,  the 
future  holds  forth  a  greater  promise  than  even  its  most  ardent  sup- 
porters could  have  imagined  in  the  early  years,  when  Co-operation 
as  applied  to  Agriculture  in  this  country  was  a  subject  usually 
received  with  derision  if  not  with  more  aggressive  hostility. 

In  compliance  with  the  conditions  under  which  the  grant  from 
the  Development  and  Road  Improvements  Fund  is  given,  the 
A.O.S.  has  been  reconstituted,  but  the  objects  of  the  Society 
will  be  as  they  have  always  been,  namely,  the  promotion  of 
agricultural  co-operation,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  new- 
Board  of  Governors  there  will  be  a  continuity  of  policy  consistent 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  movement  as  a  whole.  In  view  of 
this  reconstitution  it  seemed  to  be  desirable  to  issue  in  one  volume 
a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Society  up  to  June,  191 2,  which  brings 
it  to  the  end  of  the  period  under  the  former  conditions,  instead  of 
issuing,  as  in  past  years,  a  separate  report  for  each  year. 
The  next  report  of  the  Society  will,  therefore,  be  issued  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Governors.  That  the  work  of  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  has  been  brought  so  far  success- 
fully is  largely  due  to  those  who  have  assisted  it  in  the  past  by 
personal  effort  and  financial  support  that  this  Report  can  close 
only  with  an  expression  of  grateful  thanks  for  all  that  has  been 
so  freely  done,  and  with  the  hope  that  official  recognition  will  act 
a  still  greater  inducement  to  voluntary  effort  in  the  future. 
Those  who  look  forward  to  seeing  the  agricultural  industry  of  the 
British  Isles  placed  on  a  secure  basis  by  the  more  general  adoption 
of  the  principles  of  co-operation  are  fully  alive  to  the  great  influ- 
ence of  personal  effort. 

J.  NUGENT  HARRIS,  Secretary. 
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The  Cultivation  of  Narcissi  by  The  Anglesey 
Bulb  Growers'  Association,  Limited. 


"EMPEROR." 

SIXTEEN'  BLOOMS  FROM  FOUR  BULBS,  ANGLESEY  GROWN. 
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North-West  Flintshire 
Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ld. 


The  Sutton  (Isle  of   Ely)  Small  Holdings  and 
Allotments  Association,  Ld..   Burystead  Farm, 
comprising  324  acres  leased  from  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners. 


SOME  OF  THE  MEMBERS  WITH  THEIR  FAMILIES. 


SOME  OF  THE  xMExAIBERS'  COWS. 
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The  Sutton  (Isle  of  Ely)  Small  Holdings  and 
Allotments  Association,  Ld. 


The  Sutton  (Isle  of  Ely)  Small  Holdings  and 
Allotments  Association,  Ld. 


Cheshunt  Land  Club  Co-operative  Society,  Ld. 


FLAMSTEAD  END  ALLOTAIEXTS— LOOKIXG  EAST. 

48 


Ripponden  and  District  Farmers'  Association. 

Visit  to  Brandsby  and  District  Agricultural 
Trading  Association,  Ld. 


OUTSIDE  THE  BRANDSBY  SOCIETY'S  DEPOT. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BRANDSBY  SOCIETY 
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MILLING  PLANT  ERECTED  FOR  THE  MILTON  AND  DISTRICT 
SMALL  HOLDERS'  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY,  LTD. 


WHITEPARISH  AND  DISTRICT  AGRICULTURAL  TRADING 
SOCIETY,  LTD. 

OPENING  CEREMONY  OF  THE  MILL  AND  STORE. 
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STATEMENT   OF   ACCOUNTS   FOR  THE 


1910  Figures. 
211  o 


1,730  7  I 

1 16  17  9 

1,441  7  6 

43  6  8 

5  II  7 

29  8  4 


;£^3»369  9 


RECEIPTS. 


To  Share  Subscriptions 
Annual  Subscriptions 
and  Donations    . . . 
Affiliation  Fees 
Grant  from  Small 
Holding's  Account 
Advertisements 
Literature  Sold. 
Sundry 

Total  Income  received 

during  year 
Office    Balances,  ist 

January,  191 1 
Bank  Overdrawn,  31st 

December,  191  i  ... 
Loan — R.  A.Yerburgh 

Esq.,  M.P. 


1911  Figures. 


£ 


I  16 


•  ,-'38 
104 


44  5 


9  7 


2,969  12  7 


1,046 


300    o  o 


2,346 


£src26 


I  have  examined  the  fort  i^oiui;  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments 
and  now  sign  the  same,  as  found  to  he  correct,  duly  vouclied  and  in  accordance 


January  iitJi,  IQIJ, 
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DIX  A. 

YEAR   ENDED   31st   DECEMBER,  1911. 


1910  Fiuiures. 

£      s.  d. 

2,070  I s  8 
785    8  . 

'23  '7  5 
248  11  10 


16  3 


'9    3  3 


PAYMENTS. 


.7  6 
10  10 
7S  19 
3  3 


19 


8  6 


27  12  2 

4  9  ID 
4   18  9 

37  16  10 


i^3»674  17  I 


and  verified  the  same 
with  Law. 


1911  Figures. 


By  Salaries  and  Wages  ... 
Org'anisiiig'  Expenses 
Postages — Head  Office 
Printingand  Stationery 

—  Head  Office  and 

Sections 
Rent,    Cleaning,  and 

Firing — Head  Office 

and  Sections 
Office     Fittings  and 

Furniture — Head 

Office  and  Sections 
Bank  Charges... 
Bicycles  for  Organisers 
Grant  to  Journal 
Auditing 

Literature  and  Report- 
ing   

Telegrams  and  Tele- 
phones 

Subscriptions  ... 

Insurances 

Office  Sundries 

Incidental  Expenses 
and  Travelling 

Grants  to  Sections- 
Postages  and  Inci- 
dental Expenses  ... 

Total  Expenditure  in- 
curred during  year 

Bank  Overdrawn,  ist 
January,  1911 

Office  Balances,  31st 
December,  19T1  ... 


ith  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers  relating  thereto, 
H.  HOLTON  STURGES.  F.C.A. 


17 

36 
7 

65 


31  >4 


£ 

>7'3 
746 
126 


387 


364 


240 
35 
3> 


I  b8    6  4 

97  17  5 

4'9'-'    8  5; 

^5^  '4  7 

155  o 


^'5^326    3  o 


Chartered  Accountant  and  Ptthlic  Auditor  under  the  Friendly  Societies,  etc. 
Acts,  of  Harber,  Sturges       Fraser,  /,  Guildhall  Chambers,  London,  E.C. 
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APPENDIX  B. 
ANNUAL   GENERAL   MEETING,  1911. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society,  Limited,  was  held  on  Thursday,  ist  June,  191 1,  at  the 
Surveyors'  Institution,  Great  George  Street,  S.W.  The  President, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Sir  Thomas 
Elliott  (Board  of  Agriculture),  The  Right  Hon.  Laurence  Hardy, 
M.P.  ;  Messrs.  E.  J.  Cheney,  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.,  M.  T.  Baines, 
Rouse  Orlebar,  W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  R.  N.  Sutton-Nelthorpe, 
E.  E.  Bennett,  Aneurin  Williams,  H.  C.  Fairfax-Cholmeley,  Rupert 
Ellis,  Mr.  J.  Nugent  Harris,  the  Secretary,  etc. 

Among  others  present  were  Mr.  G.  Radford,  Mr.  John 
Ross,  Mr.  J.  J.  Dent  (Board  of  Trade),  Mr.  Maurice 
(Guernsey  Growers'  Association),  Mr.  P.  J.  Hannon  (late 
director  of  Agricultural  Organisation  to  the  Government  of  Cape  Colony), 
Mr.  Clark  (Mid-Northamptonshire),  Mr.  A.  Aronson  (Kings  Lang- 
ley  and  District  Small  Holders  Co-operative  Society),  Mr.  J.  E. 
Bagwell  (Bromley  Small  Holders,  Ltd.),  Mr.  G.  H.  Barson  (Mitcham 
and  District  Small  Holders  Co-operative  Society),  Mr.  C.  Bennett 
(Hastings  Small  Holding  and  Allotments  Society),  Mr.  O.  Bruce 
(Swanwick  Fruit  Growers  Association,  Ltd.),  The  Ciren- 
cester Farmers'  Association,  Mr.  R.  Ellis  (Anglesey 
Egg  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.),  Mr.  A.  P.  Grenfell  (Taunton  Allotments 
Association),  Mr.  H.  Hodson  (Orpington  and  District  Small  Holdings 
and  Allotments  Association),  Mr.  F.  H.  T.  Jervois  (West  Sussex  and 
Hants  Dairy  Farmers  Society),  Mr.  Cyprian  Knollys  (Southern  Coun- 
ties Agricultural  Trading  Society),  Mr.  C.  F.  Lamble  (High  Halstow 
Co-operative  Credit  and  Trading  Societies),  Mr.  J.  Morrish  (Market 
Lavington  and  Eastern  Small  Holdings  Society),  Dr.  C.  Dudley 
Sherrard  (Tatsfield  Egg  and  Poultry  Society),  Mr.  G.  Streetly  (Coventry 
Allotments,  Ltd.),  and  Mr.  W.  A.  White  (Barry  Small  Holdings 
Tenants'  Association). 

The  Secretary  announced  that  letters  regretting  inability 
to  be  present  had  been  received  from  Lord  Carrington, 
the  Earl  of  Normanton,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Lord 
Richard  Cavendish,  Lord  Carrick,  Sir  Robert  White-Thomson,  Mr. 
Henry  Hobhouse,  M.P.,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson,  M.P.,  Mr.  Philip  Burtt, 
Mr.  W.  Morrison,  Mr.  S.  Bostock,  Canon  Foster,  Mr.  Charles 
Douglas  and  Mr.  John  Owen. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  General 
Meeting,  the  same  were  confirmed  and  signed  by  the  President. 

The  President,  who  was  received  with  applause,  said  :  "I  now 
rise  to  move  '  That  the  Report  and  Balance  Sheet  for  1910  be 
received,  taken  as  read,  and  adopted.'  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  be 
able  to  give  a  most  favourable  report  of  the  progress  of  the  move- 
ment during  the  past  year.  During  that  period  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  afifiliated  societies  was  no  less  than  eighty,  and  I  am  very 
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glad  indeed  also  to  be  able  to  tell  the  members  of  the  Society  that 
there  is  only  one  county  at  the  present  time  in  England  and  Wales 
which  has  not  got  a  society  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  working  within  it. 
(Cheers.)  The  total  number  of  societies  at  the  end  of  last  year  was 
401,  with  a  membership  of  24,000,  an  increase  of  4,000  on  the  year; 
their  turnover  showed  an  increase  of  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and 
amounted  to  110,000.  I  think  we  may  claim  that  as  being  a  very 
satisfactory  result  after  ten  years'  work,  which  is  the  time  of  the  life 
of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society.  Another  very  satisfactory 
feature  is  the  growing  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society.  That  is 
shown  in  a  way  which  is  perhaps  not  altogether  acceptable  to  the 
Secretary,  because  it  entails  such  an  enormous  increase  in  his  corres- 
pondence. I  believe  the  letters  written  last  year  increased  by  3,000. 
To  us  it  is,  of  course,  a  most  satisfactory  feature,  because  it  shows 
that  people  now  are  really  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  movement 
and  ask  for  first-hand  information  about  it.  Our  correspondence  is 
not  confined  to  our  own  country.  We  find  the  dominions  over  the 
seas  and  other  countries  also  take  a  very  active  interest  in  it.  I  may 
add  that  we  are  honoured  at  the  office  by  visits  of  representatives  from 
a  number  of  foreign  countries  who  are  anxious  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  our  methods  of  work.  I  am  reminded  by  the 
Secretary  that  we  had  some  callers  from  the  Empire  of  Japan,  which 
country  has  always  shewn  its  readiness  to  seize  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity for  benefiting  and  instructing  its  people  to  enquire  into  the 
methods  of  our  work.  We  are  honoured  to-day  by  the  presence 
■of  a  gentleman  from  Japan.  I  think  it  is  right  to  say  a  good  deal  of  this 
interest  is  due  to  what  has  been  done  on  our  behalf  by  the  Press.  They 
have  been  most  kind  to  us.  Articles  appearing  at  different  times 
have  aroused  people's  interest  and  enlisted  their  sympathy,  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  I  cannot  help  expressing  some  astonishment  when  I 
find  a  paper  which  is  so  widely  read  and  is  so  high  an  authority  as 
the  Westminster  Gazette,  making  statements  of  the  kind  it  did 
in  its  issue  last  night  in  '  Notes  of  the  Day,'  viz.,  'Sporadic  attempts 
at  co-operation  have  been  tried  but  have  not  always  succeeded.'  I 
think  it  is  a  little  bit  hard  after  our  years  of  v^ork,  when  we  have 
put  co-operation  on  a  solid  basis  in  this  country,  when  we  are  recog- 
nised by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  are  going  to  receive  further 
recognition  from  it,  that  any  great  journal  should  describe  our  efforts 
as  "sporadic."  Another  great  journal  has  also  thrown  some  cold  water 
on  our  efforts,  and  has,  I  think,  also  been  unjust  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  for  the  Daily  News  in  its  issue  of  yesterday  says, 
referring  to  Lord  Carrington's  speech  recently  before  the  Conference 
on  Rural  Development,  that  the  Board  up  to  now  had  not  touched 
the  question  of  co-operation.  Now  the  Board  has  given  us  most 
valuable  assistance,  and  the  Board  has  been  thoroughly  alive  to  the 
value  of  co-operation,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  charges  of 
that  kind  should  be  made  against  a  great  public  department  which 
is  doing  its  duty  and  is  duly  impressed  with  such  a  movement  as 
this.  Another  source  of  interest  that  will  be  of  great  value  to  us 
is  to  be  found  in   the  local   authorities.    They,    I  am  glad  to  say. 
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continue  to  recognise  us ;  indeed,  they  recognise  us  more  and  more 
as  time  passes  by;  Cambridgeshire,  Wiltshire,  Lancashire  and  Mon- 
mouthshire have  all  invited  the  organisers  to  give  lectures  on 
Co-operation  and  no  less  than  seventy-four  such  lectures  were  delivered 
during  last  year.  One  interesting  development  has  taken  place  which 
I  might  mention.  The  Nantwich  Urban  Council  invited  our  assist- 
ance in  instituting  an  auction  market  for  the  sale  of  market  garden 
and  other  produce.  That  is,  I  think,  a  matter  that  ought  to  be  of 
great  interest  when  we  find  an  Urban  Council  taking  a  step  of  that 
kind.  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  been  in  the  minds  of  supporters  of  the 
movement  that  it  would  hardly  be  possible  for  a  central  body  to  deal 
effectively  with  the  various  conditions  of  farming  and  labour  in 
■different  parts  of  the  country  and  also  get  the  local  sympathy  which 
is  necessary  for  the  proper  development  of  the  movement.  The 
Committee  of  the  Society  recognised  they  must  adopt  some  system 
of  devolution  as  the  movement  increased  in  proportions.  They  have 
had  in  mind  for  a  long  time  past  the  advisability  of  proceeding  on 
lines  of  devolution  which  would  enable  the  various  districts  in  the 
country  to  group  themselves  together  for  trading  and  organising 
purposes,  and  such  grouping,  of  course,  would  be  determined  by  the 
facilities  for  purposes  of  trade  of  ports  and  railways.  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  tell  the  members  of  the  Society  that  there  are  now  three 
of  these  sections,  as  they  are  called,  in  active  work  at  the  present 
time ;  one  the  North-eastern,  which  embraces  the  counties  of  York- 
shire, Durham  and  Northumberland,  another  the  Southern  which 
covers  Dorset,  Hampshire,  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  Wiltshire,  and 
another  in  North  Wales,  which  covers  the  northern  counties  of  Wales. 
Now,  I  think  it  will  be  quite  clear  to  anybody  who  considers  that 
development  for  a  moment  that  these  Sections  are  far  better  qualified 
than  the  Central  Society  to  deal  with  local  conditions,  they  are  better 
qualified  to  guide  the  movement  into  channels  with  most  value  to  the 
districts  involved,  and  they  are  in  a  better  position  to  bring  local 
societies  into  closer  touch  with  one  another.  That  can  be  done  by 
visits  and  conferences,  and  last  but  by  no  means  least  by  finance. 
In  our  past  history  finance  has  bulked  very  largely  and  voluntary 
effort  nmst  be  relied  upon  in  the  future.  These  Sections  are  most 
useful  in  stimulating  local  interest  and  securing  the  financial  assist- 
ance of  local  people.  And  as  showing  you  how  valuable  work  may 
be  done  in  that  direction,  I  may  remind  you,  it  appears,  I  think, 
in  the  Report,  no  less  a  sum  than  ;^400  per  annum  for  three  years 
hns  been  secured  by  the  efforts  of  the  Southern  Section  (Hear,  hear). 
That  is  largely  due  to  the  admirable  work  done  by  three  members  of 
the  Upper  House,  Lords  Lucas,  Radnor  and  Shaftesbury  and  by  Mr. 
S.  Bostock.  What  has  been  done  there  may  be  done  in  other 
directions,  and  the  great  advantage  of  this  particular  assistance  at 
the  present .  time  has  been  that  the  money  being  forwarded  to  us  we 
were  enabled  to  secure  for  every  pound  so  subscribed  another  pound 
from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  under  the  terms  of  our  agreement 
with  them  (cheers).  I  would  also  like  to  inform  the  members  that, 
ns  showing  how  these  Sections  succeed  in  uniting  all  public  interests 
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the  North  Wales  Section  have  representatives  on  its  Committee  of 
all  the  County  Councils  which  have  jurisdiction  in  the  area  over  which 
that  Section  work.  That,  I  think,  is  a  very  valuable  factor.  Further 
than  that,  here  I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  saying  how 
much  we  owe  to  the  assistance,  the  generous  assistance  and  the 
sympathy  which  has  been  shewn  to  us  and  to  our  movement  by  the 
railways  of  the  country.  They  are  so  often  attacked  that  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  something  in  their  favour. 
On  the  Committee  of  the  North  Wales  Section  there  are  representatives 
of  the  Cambrian  Railway  and  of  the  London  and  North-Western 
Railway,  and  on  the  Committee  of  the  North-eastern  Section  we  find 
a  representative  of  the  North-Eastern  Railway.  I  would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying  how  much  the  movement  in  that  part  of  the 
country  and  its  marvellous  development  owes  to  the  assistance  given 
to  the  Committee  by  the  deputy  manager  of  that  railway,  Mr.  Philip 
Burtt ;  further  I  think  we  ought  to  acknowledge  what  we  owe  to  the 
commercial  agent  of  that  railway,  Mr.  Dryden.  While  dealing  with 
the  development  of  the  Sections  one  must  not  forget  that  it  is  no 
less  essential,  however  much  they  may  increase  and  grow  in  volume 
and  strength ,  ^hat  you  should  have  a  Central  Body  which  will  be 
able  to  co-ordinate  all  effort,  and  be  able  to  see  that  local  effort  is" 
directed  upon  proper  co-operative  lines.  With  regard  to  the  general 
policy  of  the  A.O.S.,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  is  being  developed  in 
different  directions  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Committee.  One 
of  the  points  that  we  have  laid  stress  upon  in  the  past  has  been  that 
one  should  always  ■  secure  in  these  societies  wherever  it  was  possible 
the  services  of  a  capable  manager.  Societies  started  on  wrong  lines 
and  badly  managed,  which  make  losses,  are  really  a  hindrance  and  an 
injury  to  the  movement ;  the  better  the  management  the  more  likely  the 
society  is  to  attain  success ;  and  more  societies  are  taking  steps  to 
secure,  these  expert  managers ;  and  therefore  we  may  look  for  a  rapid 
and  sound  development  of  their  business.  More  than  that,  we  have 
also  always  held  in  view  that  societies  should  co-operate  together  as 
far  as  possible  for  buying  purposes,  on  the  principle  that  ten  farmers 
combined  are  better  than  one  farmer  operating  by  himself,  so  ten 
societies  combined  are  better  than  one  society.  A  further  advantage 
is  that  the  smaller  and  weaker  societies  get  the  advantage  of  the 
experience  and  management  of  the  stronger  societies.  Further,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  there  is  a  development  of  the  branches  of  societies 
and  of  dep6ts — depdts  at  which  goods  are  stored.  The  advantages 
of  a  depot  are  that  it  places  within  the  reach  of  the  little  man,  the 
small  holder,  the  smallest  member  of  the  smallest  society,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  the  things  that  he  requires  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  largest  farmer  can  get  them.  I  do  not  think  I  should  pass  awav 
from  that  point  without  mentioning  for  one  moment  the  question  of 
the  development  of  the  telephone  system.  I  would  like  to  do 
that  because  T  feel  that  we  owe  that  very  largely  to  the  initiative 
of  the  Brandsby  Society,  the  moving  spirit  of  which  is  on  our 
Committee,  Mr.  Fairfax-Cholmeley.  That  telephone  system  which 
development  of  interest  in  egg  farming,  largely  due  I  think  to  the- 
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has  now  been  working  for  some  little  time  on  terms  favourable  to  the 
farmer  has  been  an  acknowledged  success  to  them  in  their  business 
and  has  been  most  useful  to  the  society  itself.  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  inform  the  members  that  a  deputation  which  waited  upon  him 
some  short  time  ago  received  a  most  favourable  and  sympathetic 
answer  from  the  Postmaster-General.  The  deputation  urged  the 
extension  of  the  telephone  system  for  the  benefit  of  farmers  and  small 
holders  through  Wensleydale,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven  miles  and  we 
hope  in  the  future  to  see  that  carried  out  and  advance  and  development 
generally  throughout  the  country  on  those  lines.  With  regard  to  the 
general  development  of  our  movement  and  the  reduction  of  the  prices 
of  requirements,  that  has  been  going  on  extremely  satisfactorily,  and 
members  will  see  on  reference  to  the  Report  most  interesting  examples 
of  the  good  that  has  been  done  to  the  various  societies  by  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  co-operation — a  common  system  of  purchasing 
their  requirements.  On  the  side  of  production  we  also  find  a  most 
satisfactory  advance.  Dairy  societies  are  increasing ;  one  society,  the 
Yoxall  Dairy  Society  has,  you  will  notice  on  reference  to  page  thirty- 
five  of  the  Report,  made  a  most  distinguished  success  in  competition 
for  cheeses,  and  I  think  it  is  very  gratifying  to  us  to  know  that 
societies  such  as  this  can  do  so  well  in  open  competition  against 
formidable  competitors.  In  Cornwall  we  have  a  great  development 
in  the  direction  of  co-operation  for  the  dairy  industry,  and  for  that 
development  we  are  indebted  to  the  energy  and  enlightened  patriotism 
—  I  would  put  it  as  high  as  that — of  Lady  Falmouth.  One  finds 
when  one  looks  at  the  advance  of  co-operative  production  that 
it  leads  to  what  I  would  call  a  levelling  up.  Opponents  of  the 
system  have  reproached  me  with  the  alleged  facts  that  they  put  be- 
fore me  as  to  the  results  that  we  level  down.  That  is  absolutely  untrue. 
The  co-operative  movement  levels  up,  and  you  will  find  that  fact  made 
quite  clear  in  what  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  dairy  industry. 
Now  you  get  your  people  together  for  making  cheeses ;  the  next 
step  is  to  improve  the  yield  of  the  cattle,  on  which  they  depend  for 
their  livelihood.  You  will  find  that  in  Leicestershire  and  Rutland 
a  society  has  been  started  for  improving  the  milk  herds.  Going  a 
step  further,  a  movement  is  now  in  the  air  to  secure  it,  we  want  to 
ascertain  that  all  the  cows  kept  in  the  various  herds  in  the  country 
are  giving  a  profit  to  the  owners  ;  we  know  that  at  present  many  cows 
are  kept  at  a  loss.  We  want  to  keep  up  the  milk  supply  and  I  claim 
that  this  co-operative  movement  in  that  direction  is  going  to  level  up 
the  whole  standard  of  production  in  this  country.  (Cheers.)  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  is  a  movement  in  the  direction  of 
improving  the  breed  of  horses  in  Somersetshire,  but  how  long  the 
horse  is  going  to  be  among  us  it  is  impossible  to  say.  With  regard  to 
the  production  of  eggs— a  matter  which  interests  small  holders,  I 
suppose,  especially — the  Framlingham  society  has  done  extremely  well 
in  this  branch  of  our  industry  as,  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying, 
it  has  sold  no  less  than  three  millions  of  eggs  on  the  London  market 
during  last  year.  In  Wales  itself  there  has  been  a  very  gratifying 
visit  of  what  is  known  as  the  Egg  Train,  I  forget  the  exact  term, 
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But  the  Egg  Train  went  down  to  Wales  and  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  the  Great  Western  Railway  Com[)any,  they  helped  us  very 
materially  in  all  our  arrangements  and  the  success  of  the  demon- 
strations when  they  arrived  at  the  various  places  was  very  largely 
due  to  what  was  done  for  them  and  to  the  able  arrangements  made 
by  our  Organiser  in  Wales,  Mr.  Williams.  Then  >\  e  have  had  a  very 
satisfactory  development  in  the  dii'ection  of  the  sale  of 
market  garden  produce.  In  fact,  in  all  directions  I  may 
claim — I  do  not  want  to  weary  the  members  to-day — you 
will  find  it  amply  borne  out  b\-  ihc  somewhat  lengthy 
Report  in  your  hands,  we  have  made  the  niosi  satisfactory  progress. 
{Cheers.)  Now  I  w^ill  come  to  the  matter  of  the  development  of 
small  holdings  and  allotment  associations.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
they  numbered  162.  Some  of  those  societies  I  regret  to  say  ar(; 
still  without  the  land  they  have  applied  for.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
long  before  the  local  authorities  are  in  a  position  to  supply  them  with 
the  land.  One  point  in  regard  to  these  societies  I  think  I  ought  t(» 
lay  before  you — you  may  not  be  able  to  dig  it  out  of  the  Report.  1 
come  to  the  reference — I  think  you  should  make  up  your  minds  to 
read  it — on  page  55.  Application  was  made  by  a  certain  allotments 
association  in  Coventry  to  the  local  authority  for  a  jjlot  of  land.  The 
terms  were  not  sufficiently  favourable  for  \\v  applicants  to  accept  them 
so  on  advice  they  determined  to  form  a  c()-o|)t  rativf  society.  They 
did  so  and  also  formed  another  body  of  allotment  holders,  a  purchase 
society,  and  they  were  finally  able  to  get  their  land  at  a  saving  in 
annual  rent  of  something  like  ;£'io3  upon  the  tt  rm<  originally  offered 
them  when  they  aj)plied  as  individuals.  Tht  refore  1  take  it  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  there  is  a  distinct  advantage  from  the  applicants' 
side  in  forming  those  who  desire  small  holdings  into  these 
co-operative  societies.  There  is  a  further  great  advantage  on  the 
landowners'  side;  instead  of  collecting  rent  from  a  very  large  number 
of  men,  he  collects  his  rent  from  a  small  responsible  body  who  in 
the  interests  of  the  society  take  carv  that  each  i)lot  is  properly  culti- 
vated. So  from  both  the  holders'  side  and  from  the  landlords'  side 
I  think  these  co-operative  societies  are  a  distinct  benefit.  In  regard 
to  the  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  that 
society  has  got  a  satisfactory  tale  to  tell  you.  It  has  increased  its 
reserve,  it  is  had  a  very  good  year,  it  has  had  certain  losses,  which 
it  has  met,  and  has  paid  large  bonuses  to  the  members  of  the  society, 
and  it  has  made  special  arrangements  for  insuring  the  stock  of  small 
holders.  That  will  all  be  found  on  page  6S  of  the  Repori.  Then  1 
get  to  the  question  of  Co-o])erative  Credit.  Now  this  is  a  matter 
which  int.'erests  me  persionally  \-er\-  much,  because  I  ha\'e  been 
•occupied  in  ])reaching  the  g(xspel  of  C'o-operativc  Credit  for  a  great 
many  years.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  there  are 
forty-three  co-operative  credit  societies  now  alTiliated  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Organisation  Society.  (Cheers.)  \\\-  have  in  addition  an 
Agricultural  Co-operative  Central  Bank.  The  need  for  that  was 
borne  home  upon  us  by  the  fact  thai  there  were  small  societies  formed 
in  C0imtr\   districts  which  had  no  source  of  suj)plv  from  which  the\ 
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could  draw  the  money  they  wanted  for  their  loans  to  the  members. 
We  started  the  Bank  with  a  small  capital  on  strict  co-operative  prin- 
ciples and  I  venture  to  claim  that  we  have  been  the  greatest  possible 
assistance  and  service  to  the  banks  affiliated  to  us.  Every  borrowing 
bank  in  our  society  has  to  forward  a  list  of  its  members  and  say  what 
amount  of  credit  it  wishes  the  Central  Bank  should  give  it.  The 
Directors  of  the  Central  Bank  consider  whether  or  not  it  is  a  sound 
enough  concern  to  make  the  advance  and  they  may  cut  down  the 
advance  or  make  none  at  all  but  if  the  advance  is  made  terms  are 
arranged  for  re-payment.  A  gentleman  of  great  i^ublic  spirit  who  is 
interested  in  deveiojjmt  iits  of  this  kind  came  to  our  assistance  and 
offered  that  provided  ^45,000  was  guaranteed  in  other  directions  he 
himself  would  guarantee  no  less  than  ;^'5,ooo.  I  think  that  was 
a  verv  handsome  and  generous  offer,  but  it  was  pointed  out  to  him  that 
it  would  take  a  long  time  to  get  this  ;^45,ooo  guaranteed.  I  have 
spread  letters  broadcast  during  the  past  year,  through  the  Press, 
and  endeavoured  e\ cryw  here  to  get  what  was  wanted  without  success. 
That  being  told  to  him,  he  very  kindly  offered  to  place  ;^2,ooo  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Central  Bank  without  any  undertaking  at  all.  That 
is  an  instance  of  generosity ;  the  balance  of  the  amount  has  still 
to  be  raised  and  we  are  hoping  that  somebody  may  interest  Mr. 
(\irnegie,  who  would  be  able  to  obtain  such  an  amount  as  that 
without  difficulty.  It  requires  no  legislation  whatever  to  get  a 
Central  Bank.  The  Small  Holdings  Committee,  which  reported  in 
1906,  on  which  I  had  the  honour  of  sitting,  expressed  itself  in 
favour  of  some  grant  being  made  v,  ithin  certain  limited  extent  in  favour 
of  a  central  body  of  recognised  financial  stability,  upon  which  they 
could  draw  for  the  purpose  of  making  loans  to  these  small  credit 
societies ;  that  can  be  done  either  by  the  State  or  by  the  banding 
together  of  real  reformers.  Real  reformers  are  really  more  interested 
in  agricultural  credit ;  they  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  band  their 
forces,  give  their  guarantees  and  the  Central  Bank  will  be  able  to 
find  all  the  money  necessary  to  finance  the  credit  societies  throughout 
the  country.  With  regard  to  the  Journal,  we  owe  a  great  deal  to 
<nir  Secretary,  who  in  addition  to  all  the  other  work  he  has  done — no 
Society  has  ever  had  a  Secretary  more  unselfish,  more  devoted  to  his 
wGvk  than  we  have  had — of  his  capacity  I  need  not  speak  at  the 
present  moment — but  without  a  word  of  complaint  not  a  word  that 
it  was  anythj-ng  to  himself  or  a  most  considerable  addition  to  his 
work,  he  himself  cheerfully  undertook  the  editorship  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Society.  I  may  say  that  it  has  been  very  favourably  received.  We 
actually  have  a  Spanish  gentleman  who  is  a  subscriber  to  our  Journal. 
I  think  that  alone  shows  that  its  merits  recommend  it  to  others  than 
our  own  people.  But  that  by  the  way  ;  the  Journal  is  not  now  a  very 
heavy  burden  upon  us,  wc  hope  members  will  do  all  they  can  to 
see  that  it  is  more  w  idely  circulated  and  receives  more  generous  support 
than  it  does  at  the  pr(>sent  time.  Now,  after  that  somewhat  lengthy 
sermon  1  come  to  the  question  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
Society,  We  have  always  been  a  Society  that  believed  in  the  future. 
We  have   thrown   our  broad   upon   the   waters  with   a   lavish  hand 
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believing  it  would  come  back  some  day,  and  it  has  come  back.  (Cheers.) 
We  have  worked  in  the  belief  that  this  movement  was  necessary 
to  the  country  and  that  the  country  would  some  day 
recognise  that  it  was  so.  Now  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that 
is  the  fact.  We  worked  upon  voluntary  subscriptions  until  the  time 
of  the  Small  Holdings  Act  when  the  Board  of  Agriculture  came  to 
our  assistance  under  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  and  most  gener- 
ously subscribed  a  grant  to  us  of  1,200  per  annum  and  a  promise 
to  increase  that  amount  up  to  1,600  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
in  our  own  funds ;  that  is  to  say,  they  give  a  pound  for  every  pound 
we  secure  in  additional  subscriptions.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  owing 
to  the  further  kindness  of  the  Board  in  extending  the  scope  of  their 
own  terms,  we  were  enabled  to  earn  the  full  grant  of  1,600,  but  we 
are  still  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger,  not  because  we  are  bad 
business  people,  but  because  we  believe  you  cannot  stop  this  movement ; 
if  you  starve  the  movement  you  will  neglect  to  do  that  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  large  to-day. 
Therefore,  we  have  spent  our  money  as  business  people,  but  w^e  have 
not  hesitated  to  spend  it.  At  the  end  of  last  year  we  decided  to  make 
an  application  to  the  Development  Commissioners  for  a  grant  under 
the  terms  upon  which  grants  are  authorised  by  Parliament,  and  I  may 
say  at  once  that  an  interim  grant  is  to  be  made  to  us  by  the  Develop- 
ment Commissioners,  or  rather  I  cannot  say  thev  have  decided  to 
make  a  grant,  because  the  Development  Commissioners  have  not  any 
power  to  do  that,  but  they  have  the  power  to  recommend  it  to  the 
Treasury.  In  the  House  of  Commons  I  was  assured  that  it  would 
take  something  very  strong  indeed  to  make  the  Treasury  disregard 
the  recommendations  of  the  Development  Commissioners.  Therefore 
I  think  there  is  little  doubt  that  recommendation  will  be  accepted 
by  the  Treasury.  With  regard  to  this  the  Development  Commis- 
sioners have  agreed  to  recommend  an  interim  grant  of  ^£^3,000  to 
carry  on  the  Society  until  the  basis  of  a  permanent  grant  is  decided 
upon.  (Loud  cheers.)  On  the  30th  May,  the  following  letter  was 
addressed  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Development  Com- 
missioners— I  am  authorised  to  read  it,  so  I  will  read  the 
letter  as  it  puts  the  case  in  a  better  way  than  I  can  put  it  myself  : 
'The  Development  Commissioners  have  agreed  to  recommend  the 
Treasury  to  make  an  interim  grant  of  ;!^3,ooo  to  help  the  Society  to 
increase  its  staff  and  train  new  organisers.  It  has  further  been  decided 
to  recommend  that  a  permanent  annual  grant  should  be  made  to 
the  Society  on  the  condition  that  the  constitution  of  the  Society  is 
reconstructed  on  a  National  basis,  and  that  representation  is  given  to 
certain  bodies  (to  be  decided  on)  on  the  new  Board  or  Committee  that 
will  have  the  direction  of  the  reconstructed  Society.  The  new  body 
will  be  registered  under  section  20  of  the  Companies  (Consolid- 
ation) Act,  1908.'  Probably  there  will  be  County  Council  repre- 
sentatives and  I  am  bound  to  point  out  upon  that  that  the  North 
Wales  Section,  as  I  told  you  early  this  afternoon,  on  that  Section  the 
County  Councils  are  most  strongly  represented.  Then  the  Commis- 
sioners go  on  to  say  :  *It  is  proposed  that  a  Special  Committee  should 
he  appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  of  the  Memorandum  and  Articles  of 
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Association  of  the  new  body  for  submission  to  the  Commissioners 
and  Board  of  Agriculture.'  I  would  say  at  once  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  and  I  need  hardly  say  speaking  generally  on  behalf  of 
the  members  of  the  Association  as  well,  they  are  most  deeply  indebted 
to  the  Development  Commissioners  for  the  generous  way  in  which 
they  have  met  their  request  for  assistance  in  the  development  of  this 
movement,  and  they,  of  course,  are  prepared,  we  shall  be  prepared, 
I  take  it  our  members  would  be,  so  long  as  the  voluntary  character 
of  the  movement  is  preserved,  to  accept  any  terms  necessary  to  secure 
that  our  Society  should  be  conducted  efficiently  and  economically ; 
above  all  things  it  is  necessary  when  public  money  is  granted  to  a 
Society  that  every  penny  of  it  should  be  properly  spent  and  properly 
accounted  for.  Subject  to  that,  I  think  I  may  say  that  we  are 
prepared  to  meet  any  terms  that  the  Development  Commissioners  or 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  may  think  right  to  suggest.  I  should  at  the  same 
time  like  to  say  how  deeply  indebted  we  are  to  the  Board  itself  and  to 
Sir  Thomas  Elliott,  the  most  capable  administrator  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Board,  for  the  assistance  and  encouragement  they  have  so  kindly 
given  to  us  in  the  past.  I  now  beg  to  move  the  adoption  of  the 
Report  and  Balance  Sheet."  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes  :  "I  rise  to  second  the  adoption  of 
this  Report  with  very  great  pleasure.  I  feel  I  shall  be  consulting 
your  wishes,  and  also  my  own  certainly,  if  I  am  very  brief.  In  the 
first  place,  it  would  only  be  a  case  of  repetition  if  I  were  to  go 
into  any  of  the  points  so  well  dealt  with  by  our  President,  and  in  the 
second  place  there  are  some  other  speakers  to  follow.  I  think  we 
should  all  wish  to  hear  what  they  have  to  say,  and  especially  if  they 
have  any  remarks  to  make  in  the  way  of  criticism  or  of  enquiry  as 
to  any  of  the  work  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  that 
has  not  been  made  clear.  But  I  should  like  to  say  one  word.  I  think 
the  importance  of  that  communication  which  our  President  read  at 
the  end  of  his  address  cannot  very  well  be  exaggerated.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  a  very  distinct  recommendation  and  public  recognition 
of  the  work  that  has  been  done  during  the  last  ten  years.  For  the 
first  four  or  five  years  the  work  was  done  and  was  not  known  in 
the  public  way  it  is  now ;  but  I  think  the  results  of  the  last  four  or 
five  years  and  the  great  increase  in  the  volume  of  work  done  by  the 
Societies  certainly  deserve  a  little  bit  better  acknowledgment  at 
the  hands  of  the  daily  Press,  two  or  three  of  the  daily  Press  that  have 
been  alluded  to,  than  what  we  have  received.  If  our  work  had  not 
been  of  a  substantial  and  thoroughly  useful  character  we  should  not 
have  received  the  recommendation  that  we  have  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  Development  Commissioners.  (Cheers.)  I  would  just  like  to 
allude  to  a  branch  of  co-operation  that  appeals  to  me  very  strongly 
indeed,  and  that  is  the  insurance.  There  is  nothing  that  lends 
itself  better  and  more  readily  to  co-operation  than  insurance. 
The  Agricultural  Co-operation  Insurance  Society  is  alluded  to  on 
page  54;  it  has  only  been  going  two  years  and  in  both  those  years 
we  have  been  able  to  return  a  twenty-five  per  cent,  bonus  to  the 
insurers.  Sometimes  it  is  said,  why  if  you  are  able  to  return  those 
bonuses  to  that  extent  don^t  you  lower  your  rates?      But  I  would 
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say  tli;(t  the  acUial  I'aU'  of  cliarge  is  iininalcria!  when  ii  is  on  ihc 
lines  of  thf  Aiiricultural  Co-operative  Insurance  Societ}.  When  all 
the  profit'^  mad''  i^o  hack  to  the  insurers  the  mere  question  of  premium 
heconie^  iininali  rial  to  the  persons  insured.  It  is  cjuite  distinct  in 
principle  from  ihe  ordinary  insurance  company,  hecause  there  the 
jjrotits  if  they  are  lari^e  i^o  to  the  shareholders  who  invest  their  money 
in  the  company  for  what  they  can  ^et  for  their  shares.  But  when  it  is 
worked  on  pureU  c(>-opei'ati\'e  lint's  whatever  profit  there  is  goes  to  the 
persons  who  injure  and  in  ])roportion  to  their  insurance.  'llie 
work  of  the  A.O.S.  has  undouhledly  outgrown  our  money  powers  and 
also  the  powers  of  our  staff — especially  since  the  Small  Holdings  Act 
came  into  active  operation.  It  has  been  impossible  for  us  to  stop  ;  we  have 
had  to  go  on,  and  as  the  balance  sheet  shows  we  have  a  deficit,  which 
would  be  serious  but  foj'  other  circumstances.  It  has  had  to  be  incurred. 
It  has  been  ,  money  that  has  been  w  ell  spent.  As  our  President  has 
put  it,  we  shorild  ha\c  l)e(Mi  neglecting  our  duty  if  we  had  stopped 
because  there  was  not  quite  sulBcient  money  at  our  immediate  com- 
inand  to  do  the  work  which  we  felt  it  w  as  our  duty  to  do.  So  I  hope 
that  everybody  will  recognise  that  we  have  done  our  duty  in  incurring 
this  deficit,  and  thai  the  voluntary  subscriptions,  which  will  be  made 
a  necessary  feature  will  continue  and  increase,  and  I  hope  with  the 
aid  of  the  very  great  money  assistance,  under  conditions  which  will 
have  to  be  careful  1)'  considered,  that  the  work  that  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  last  ten  years  will  go  on  by  leaps  and  bounds.  I  beg  to 
formally  second  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  Report  and  Balance 
Sheet.'.'  (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Laurence  Hardy,  M.P.  :  "I  have  only  just  had  this  resolution 
placed  in  iny  hands,  and  I  think  it  will  commend  itself  to  all  who  are 
pre!\ent  without  any  words  of  mine,  viz.,  '  That  the  best  thanks  of  the 
Society  be  acccM'ded  to  the  President,  Committee  and  Officers 
for.,  their  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  .Society  during  their 
year  of  office.'  There  is  not  one  of  us  but  must  acknowledge  that 
it  is  a  very  satisfactory  year  of  progress,  I  look  back  perhap>  to 
the  early  years  of  the  Society  when  I  took  a  rather  more  active  part 
in,  it,  and  I  know  the  difficulties  we  encountered  the/i.  And  those 
difficulties  really  I  think  are  perhaj)s  r.ather  a  source  of  strength  <at 
present.  It  was  onl\  thi-ough  the  boldness  and  determination  of  a  few 
that  it  was  carried  through  in  those  early  years  and  it  is  to  them 
again  rhat  wt  ought  to  look  for  the  continued  i)rogress  of  the  Society, 
I  very  much  hope  w<-  may  keep  as  we  have  done  those  who  were  the 
pioneers  of  ihi>  mo\(ment  to  help  us  to  carry  through  the  further 
and  greater  succes>es.  Ten  years  ago  Co-operation,  as  you  know,  was 
spoken  of  somewhat  with  contemjjL  as  being  inapplicable  to  circum- 
stances of  English  agriculture,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  had 
been  a  great  success  only  a  few  miles  across  the  Channel ;  now  at  all 
events  that  feeling  has  departed,  we  find  that  it  can  be  done,  and 
that  it  can  be  made  a  success  in  England  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
country,  and  we  have  the  support  of  the  Government  behind  us.  Now. 
the  movement  is  to  go  forward  an.d  I  do  not  think  you  can  do  better 
than  show  your  intention  of  sujjporting  those  who  hav(>  brought  us 


71 

iiUo  the  position  \vc  aif  \n  lo-da}'  than  by  passing  this  resolution. 
(Applause;) 

Mr.  Gyprian  Knoliys  :  "I  desire  to  second  the  motion,  but  no  word's 
of  mine  are  necessary  to  su])])ort  it." 

Mr.  Arthur  Aronson  (Kings  Langley  and  District  Small  Holdings 
Sccietv)  :  "I  desire  to  support  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  President 
and  officers  because  very  few  realise  how  well  they  have  built  since 
thev  formed  the  Societ\.  We  in  Kings  Langley  would  never  have 
had  anv  co-operative  society  at  all  if  we  had  not  had  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society  to  go  to.  Some  years  ago  a  dozen  nien  applied 
for  land,  but  could  not  get  ai>y.  We  heard  of  your  Society  and  came 
to  London  and  saw  your  exceedingly  obliging  Secretary,  Mr.  Harris. 
He  put  us  on  the  riglit  j^ath  and  helped  us  in  every  possible  way  over' 
stiles  and  ditches  too  many  and  numerous  to  mention,  witli  the  result' 
that  we  have  not  onh"  provided  land  for  over  seventy  men  in  ouv 
district,  but  two  other  s<!ci<  tit haw  been  formed  \\  Ithin  a  i'adrus  of 
four  miles;  one  secured  t\\  cnty-fu  e  acres  and  the  other  four  miles 
away  a  further  fourteen  acres,  so  that  your  society  has  been  the 
means  of  |)utting  no  less  than  140  men  on  the  land  \\  ithin  twenty  miles 
of  London.  I  should  not  be  doing  niy  duty  if  1  did  not  put  these 
facts  before  the  meeting.  if  anyone  came  to  our  village  and  saw  our 
small  holdings  those  'who  have  suj:)j:)orted  this  movement  would  feel 
gratified,  for  what  was  once  derelict  land  now  has  hot  only  green-! 
houses  forty  feet  in  h  ngth,  several  pig  styes  and  hen  roosts,  and  when 
we  had  our  lir>t  .annual  meeting  a  short  time  ago,  at  which  Mr.  Harris 
was  i)resent,  there  was  a  great  feeling  of  delight  among  the  sixty 
labourers.  A  word  aboiu  subscriptions.  Everyone  had  paid  their  rent 
twelve  months  in  advance  and  we  have  not  a  penny  in  arrear.  We 
look  forward  to  }()ur  aid  in  the  future  to  help  us  join  hands  with  other 
societies  formed  in  the  district.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  say  anything 
further,  but  I  sincerely  thank  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  on 
behalf  of  my  society,"      (Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  President  ;  "The  Committee,  officers  and  myself  beg  to  thank 
you  extremely  for  your  kind  vote  of  thanks.  It  is  a  great  interest 
to  myself  and  my  fileiuls  to  know  that  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Ilai-dy, 
because  he  was  one  of  our  earliest  supporters,  giving  us  niost  generous" 
help  financially,  and  he  only  left  the  Committee  because  he  felt  the  claims 
of  the  Stale  upon  him  wwr  larger  and  more  weightv  than  the  claims  of 
the  Society,  which  concerned  only  one  department.  The  State  has' 
gained  what  we  have  lost.  Mr.  Hardy  has  always  been  willing  to 
help  us  with  advice  in  every  possible  way.  The  speech  just  made 
by  the  supporter  of  this  movement  must  fill  us  all  with  the  '  con- 
fident hope  that  in  the  (expansion  of  this  movement,  the  Small 
Holdings  movement,  under  influential  auspices,  we  shall  see  perhaps 
a  solution  of  the  question  of  rural  dejjopulation. "    "  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr,  Maurice  ((iueriisex'  Growers'  Association):'"!  beg  to  move 
'That  the  President,  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M,P.,  and  the  eight 
retiring  members  of  the  Committee— Messrs.  F.  D.  Acland,  M,P,, 
ChaHes  Bathurst,  M.P.,  E.  E.  Bennett,  Noel  Buxton,  M.P.,  Rupert 
Ellis,  R.  \,  Sutton-Nelthorpe,  and  Rouse  Orlebar,  be  re-elected,  also 
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Mr.  Holton-Sturges,  F.C.A.,  the  Society's  auditor.'  I  have  very 
much  pleasure  in  moving  that  resolution  and  no  words  of  mine  are 
needed  to  commend  it  to  you,  because  you  have  the  work  of  this 
Committee  before  you  to-day.  There  is  only  one  word  I  should  like 
to  say  in  moving  this  resolution,  bearing  upon  the  communication 
which  the  President  read  to  us.  I  know  this  meeting  will  under- 
stand it  is  in  no  way  depreciatory  of  the  services  which  this  Committee 
"has  performed,  because  it  is  so  obvious  that  throughout  the 
Society  is  in  a  position  of  great  success  and  one  of  unique  importance 
in  the  history  of  agricultural  development  in  this  country.  But  it  is 
apparent  to  everybody  who  has  been  watching  this  movement  of 
agricultural  co-operation  that  the  passing  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Act  has  quite  changed  the  basis  of  everything  in  connection  with 
rural  life  in  this  country,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Agricultural 
'Organization  Society  had  from  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act 
a  raison  d'etre  which  did  not  exist  before.  Therefore  in  moving  the 
re-election  of  the  President  and  Committee,  which  I  know  will  be 
carried  by  acclamation,  I  would  just  like  to  express  the  hope,  which 
I  am  sure  will  be  shared  by  many  here  to-day,  that  as  the  Society 
develops  a  place  will  be  found  on  the  Committee  of  direction  for 
some  of  those  Small  Holders  who  are  actually  working  out  with  their 
hands  and  brains  the  problem  with  which  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  has  so  largely  to  deal." 

Mr.  G.  H.  Barson  (Mitcham  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society)  : 
I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding,  because  I  feel  that  the 
management  of  our  Society  could  not  be  left  in  better  hands  than 
it  is  in  now.  I  speak-  as  Chairman  on  behalf  of  a  Small  Holdings 
Society,  as  most  of  you  know,  only  seven  miles  from  London.  In 
December  last  year  we  formed  our  society  with  the  greatest  assistance 
from  Mr.  Harris.  In  a  very  short  space  of  time  w^e  succeeded  in 
obtaining  something  like  twenty-three  acres  of  land  on  which  we 
have  placed  altogether  a  matter  of  130  people.  To  accomplish  a 
thing  like  that  within  seven  miles  of  Charing  Cress  is,  I  think, 
a  thing  of  which  we  may  very  well  be  proud.  I  am  sure  we  should 
not  have  accomplished  that  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Organization  Society  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  resolution." 

The  President  :  **I  may  say  these  names  were  sent  out  for 
nomination  and  no  others  were  sent  in,  so  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  an  election." 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Hannon  (late  Director  of  Agricultural  Organization  to 
the  Government  of  the  Cape  Colony)  :  '*The  resolution  which  I  have 
to  move  is  one  which  I  am  sure  needs  very  few  words  of  commendation 
to  a  meeting  like  this,  and  that  is  that  the  best  thanks  of  this  meeting 
be  given  to  our  T^hairman,  Mr.  Yerburgh,  for  presiding  this  after- 
noon and  conducting  our  proceedings  in  so  delightful  and  encouraging 
a  way.  Naturally  the  communication  which  Mr.  Yerburgh  read  to 
the  meeting  marks  a  new  departure  in  the  life  of  the  agricultural 
movement  of  this  country.  (Hear,  hear.)  No  doubt  in  Ireland 
some  years  ago  the  State  did  recognise  the  immense  importance  of 


73 


self-help  in  the  solution  of  rural  problems.  Of  course,  there  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  gave  us  as  you  know  a  grant  for  the  advancement 
of  co-operative  enterprise,  but  in  this  country  circumstances  are  some- 
what different  and  after  a  series  of  great  diflficuUies  have  been  surmounted, 
that  Department  of  State  recently  created  to  deal  with  that  great 
national  problem,  essentially  an  agricultural  problem,  at  once  comes 
to  the  assistance  of  this  voluntary  movement,  recognises  the  valuable 
work  that  has  been  done,  and  is  prepared  to  subsidise  it.  Of  course, 
in  the  Colonies  the  Government  have  very  largely  assisted  enterprises 
of  this  kind  for  many  years  past,  but  the  announcement  to  the  meeting 
to-day  definitely  associates  the  State  with  the  voluntary  side  of 
agricultural  co-operation  in  this  country.  I  think  it  may  therefore 
be  said,  if  one  may  depart  for  a  moment  from  the  resolution  I  have 
to  submit  to  you,  that  the  success  of  that  work,  bringing  the  signifi- 
cance of  this  movement  as  part  of  our  national  life  into  touch  with 
the  administrative  side  of  Government  is  largely  due  to  our  President, 
Mr.  Yerburgh.  I  happen  to  be  a  very  old  Co-operator,  and  I 
remember  a  great  many  years  ago  Mr.  Yerburgh  coming  to  Ireland 
to  try  and  study  the  work  that  we  were  doing  there,  and  from  that 
time,  I  think  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago,  we  are  all  getting  rapidly 
older,  Mr,  Yerburgh  has,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  devoted  all 
his  best  energies,  given  all  his  enthusiasm  and  very  frequently  largely 
of  his  purse  to  promoting  the  success  of  agricultural  co-operation 
in  this  country.  As  has  been  so  well  said,  everybody  now  recognises 
that  it  is  a  great  living  movement,  doing  valuable  work  to  the 
agricultural  community  in  this  country,  touching  every  side  of  our 
rural  life,  and  leaving  a  mark  on  the  history  of  our  times  that  will 
live  for  all  our  days.  I  am  sure  all  will  join  with  me  this  afternoon 
in  according  to  the  Chairman  of  our  meeting  our  most  cordial  thanks, 
not  merely  for  presiding  to-day,  but  also  for  the  valuable  services  he 
has  rendered  to  the  agricultural  movement  and  to  our  agricultural 
community  in  this  country  for  so  many  years.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Clark  (Mid-Northamptonshire  Society)  :  "It  gives  me  very 
great  pleasure  indeed  to  second  this  resolution.  I  feel  sure  that  to 
Mr.  Yerburgh  this  must  have  been  one  of  the  pleasantest  meetings 
over  which  he  has  ever  presided,  to  feel  that  after  all  the  toil  and 
trouble  he  has  steered  his  ship  into  smooth  water  and  that  in  future 
he  may  look  forward  to  carrying  on  the  work  without  the  terrible 
anxieties  of  financing  it."      (Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  was  carried  with  loud  cheers. 

The  President  :  "I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for 
the  very  kind  vote  you  have  passed.  I  am  deeplv  indebted  to  Mr. 
Hannon  and  Mr.  Clark  for  the  kind  way  they  have  mentioned  my 
name  in  connection  with  the  work  of  this  Society.  I  feel  with  Mr. 
Hannon  that  now  we  shall  see  an  entire  change  in  the  development 
of  rural  life  in  this  country,  and  what  I  feel  also  is  that  not  only 
must  we  develop  this  system  of  co-operation  in  regard  to  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  the  country,  but  we  have  further  to  enlist  the 
services  of  the  women  of  the  country  in  developing  our  rural  life. 
That  has  been  done  by  the  women  of  Ireland  and  we  look  forward 
I  think  to  the  women  of  England  doing  the  same  good  work  in  this 
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counlry.  bOi'  ]  am  CDiuinced,  and  oYf'r}'oni'  who  uiukTsUauls  writers 
and  books  upon  the  inovciiirnt  of  agricultural  population  in  other 
countries  knows  well  one  stron«;  lacU)r  at  th;-  bottom  of  it  all  is  the 
deadly  dullness  of  modern  villa^^e  life.  You  must  link  that  up, 
that  moxemcnt  to  brij^hl»  n  \iHaii;r  life  alon^f  with  your  movement  to 
put  the  small  lioldei"  on  the  land.  If  that  is  done  I  do  not  doubt 
that  we  shall  sec  an  t  iilir<^  change  in  the  aspect  of  our  country.  I 
have  now  to  ask  you  to  accord  a  vole  of  thanks  to  the  C'ouncil  of  the 
Surveyors'  Institution  for  their  kindness  in  lending  us  this  room.  It 
is  the  second  time  they  ha\'e  so  kmdly  come  to  oui'  assistance  and  I 
am  sure  vou  will  join  with  me  in  tendering  to  them  a  h(>arty  vote 
of  thanks." 

This  having  i)een  dtdy  [massed, 

The  President  :  "  Now  this  jjroposiiion  I  am  about  to  submit 
to  you  is  not  on  the  agmda,  but  I  ask  you  to  pass  it 
because  I  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  as  I  remarked  somewhat 
earlier  this  afternoon,  of  the  de\oled  work  that  olh'  Secretary,  Mr. 
Hari-is,  has  given  to  us.  (Applause.)  I  feel  absolutely  certain, 
speaking  with  the  deej^est  conxiction,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
devotion  of  Mr.  Harris  to  this  great  movement  it  never  would  have 
succeeded.  Rut  if  an\  man  ha>  done  it  Mr.  ?I arris  has  linked  his 
name  indissolubly  with  the  great  cause  of  agricidtural  co-operation. 
I  would  like  from  the  cliair  to  ])roposi'  to  him  a  hearty  \'ote  of  thanks 
and  I  hope  ii  will  l)c  received  with  acclamation." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  J.  Xiigeni  llariis:  "Mr.  Chairman,  Sir  Thomas  Elliott, 
and  gentlemen,  1  apjjreciati-  \ery  much  your  kind  expressions 
of  appreciation  of  my  services.  I  do  not  deserx'c  all 
that  lias  been  said  as  to  these  services.  U'e  have 
reached  a  very  important  stage  in  the  history  of  our 
movement.  \A'e  ha\-e  been  ten  yeais  in  our  present  offices,  we  have 
just  decided  to  leave  them.  U'liat  is  going  to  happen  in  the  new 
offices,  well,  that  is  in  the  lap  of  the  gods.  1  jx-rsonally  have  the 
greatest  hope  that  we  are  on  the  way  to  great  cle\ eloi)ments  in 
the  re-habilitation  of  I'ural  life.  If  oui'  moxement  means  anything,  it 
means,  as  Sir  Horace  Plunkett  pm  it,  better  farming,  better  business, 
better  living  and  I  add  l)etl(  r  tliinl<ing.  As  regards  the  work  put  into 
the  movement  by  myself,  it  lias  beeir  a  labour  of  love.  In  season 
and  out  of  season  I  haxc  bt  cn  abb  suj)ported  b_\'  my  President  and 
the  other  members  of  the  ("ommiiiec".  Without  that  symj)athy  and 
without  that  support  I  really  could  not  ha\  e  carried  on  the  w  ork  as  I  have 
done.  ■  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  gixcn  largely  of  his  means  to  this 
work,  no  one  know  s  it  bt  tter  than  \  do,  and  it  is  mainly  due  to 
him  that  the  mowmeiil  has  reached  llu'  position  to  which  it  has 
now  attained.  I  jjersonaliy  shall  contiime  to  put  the  same  amount  of 
work  into  the  movement  as  I  have  hitherto  done.  I  will  do  it  with 
greater  love  than  heretofore,  if  tliai  be  possible,  and  as  I  said  a  few 
moments  ago,  I  look  forward  to  a  great  levelling  up  all  round 
as  re|;^ards  agricidtural  co-operation  in  this  countrw  I  thank  you 
very  sincerel\. "      (Loud  cheers.) 

The  proceedinijs  then  ended. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

SPECIAL  GENERAL  MEETING. 

On  Monda) ,  the  22nd  day  of  April,  1912,  a  Special  General  Meeting 
of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  Limited,  was  held  at  the 
Westminster  Palace  llott  l,  \1ctoria.  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.,  the 
President,  Mr.  R.  A.  \'.M-l)urgh,  ALP.,  occupying  the  chair,  supported 
by  'J"he  Lord  Lhanning  of  Wellingborough,  Sir  Janics  \\'ilson,  Messrs. 
Charles  Rat!iur>t,  M.P.,  L.  j.  Chen.y.  11.  C.  b'airfax-Cholmeley, 
S.  R.  Whitlev,  S.  Lostock,  Rouse  Orlebar,  I).  Mclnnes,  W.  L. 
Charleton,  H.'  j.  May,  (i.  Radford,  Philip  Burtt,  the  Rev.  Rollo  " 
Meyer,.  Captain  W.  Codsal,  Mr.  j.  Nugent  Harris,  the  Secretary,  etc. 

The  Chairman  :  "  C)Lir  first  business  is  to  read  the  Notice  Convening, 
the  Meeting.      That   Notice  has  been  sent   out  to  all  the  Members, 
and  1  ho|3e  y  m  wilt  lake  it  as  read,  in  ovdw  to  save  the  time  of  the 
meeting.       Is   that  agreed?" 

Agreed.  -  "- 

The  Secretar\-  (Mr.  |.  Nugent  Harris)  announced  that  telegrams 
and  letters  of  regret  had  been  received  from  Lord  Shaf teslniry,  Mr. 
Wolff,  Mr.  H.  rient  l^rocklehurst,  Mr.  E.  E.  Hennell.  .\Ir.  W.  Eitz- 
herbert-Brockholes,  Colonel  Williams,  .M.P.,  Mr.  M.  T.  IJaines, the  Right 
Hon.  LaurerxCe  llard\.  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  N.  Sutton-Nelthorpe  and  Lord 
Hoston.  Se\»ral  allHi;Ued  societies,  he  statetl,  had  also  expressed 
regret  at  theii-  inability  to  be  represented  at  the  meeting. 

The  Chairman:  "Ladies  and  (ientlemen,  you  will  ha\'e  received 
with  the  formal  notice  of  the  meeting  a  circular  letter  explaining 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  licjuidation  (jf  the  Society  has 
become  necessar\ .  At  this  meeting  to-da\  we  take  the  lirst  formal 
steps  towards  liie  recon.stilution  of  the  Society  on  broader  and  more 
com])rehensivc  lines.  We  recognise,  therefore,  that  this  meeting  is 
not  the  end  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Societ\',  but  th(^  commence- 
ment of  a  ntw  chaplei-  in   IIn  history.      (Hear,  hear.) 

Eor  <'leven  \(  ars  the  .Societx'  h.as  fell  its  wa\  towards  the  solution 
of  the  problems  relating  to  agriculture  l)y  the  application  of  the 
princij)les  of  co-operation.  In  those  ele\en  eventful  years  it  has 
gathered  much  experience.  It  has  overcome  many  difficulties  and 
solved  many  prol)lem>,  though  continualh'  hampered  from  financiaL 
limitations  ari-^ing  out  of  its  small  income  of  receipts  and  subscriptions- 
from  a  circle  of  staunch  and  generous  friends,  which  financial  help 
has  been  accomjjanied  in  very  many  instances  by  valuable  voluntary 
work. 

At  the  last  Annual  .Meeting  of  the  Society,  held  in  June  last,  I 
had  the  pleasure  (o  njjort  that  the  honour  had  been  conferred  upon 
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the  Society,  by  the  Development  Commissioners,  of  selecting  it  as 
the  channel  for  expenditure  of  a  grant  of  money  from  the  Development 
Fund  to  be  used  for  the  promotion  of  agricultural  co-operation  in  England 
and  Wales.  I  reported  also  at  the  same  time  the  conditions 
under  which  such  grants  were  to  be  made,  and  those  conditions  were 
unanimously  agreed  to.  The  interim  grant,  to  which  I  referred  at 
that  meeting,  was  voted  upon  the  decision  to  reconstruct  the  Society 
so  as  to  qualify  for  a  permament  grant.  Of  this  interim  grant  a  sum 
;£5'i,o66  17s.  9d.  has  now  been  received,  and  the  sum  of  ;£2^o  los.  id.  is 
now  due  to  be  received,  amounting  in  total  to  ;i{^i,337  7s.  lod.  This  re- 
presents the  expenditure  of  the  Society  upon  the  purposes  required 
under  the  conditions  of  the  Interim  Grant,  between  July  25th,  191 1, 
the  date  of  the  grant,  and  March  31st,  1912,  the  end  of  the  period  for 
which  the  grant  was  made. 

The  deficit  on  December  31st,  191 1,  as  shewn  by  the  audited 
statement  of  accounts  appended  to  the  circular  letter  in  your  hands, 
was  a  large  one,  amounting  to  ;^2,i9i  2s.  lod.  It  is  represented  by 
liabilities  to  the  Bank  and  loan  advances  amounting  to  ;^2,346  2S.  lod., 
less  the  Cash  Balances  in  hand  of  ;^I55.  The  expenditure  embraced 
by  the  account  included  £']^6  8s.,  which  had  been  incurred  under  the 
conditions  of  the  Interim  Grant  to  December  31st,  191 1.  This  amount 
has  since  been  received,  as  I  have  already  stated,  so  that  the  actual 
deficiency  was  1,444  H^*  lod-  To  meet  this  serious  deficit  the 
Executive  Committee  resolved  to  apply  all  subscriptions  and  donations 
received  for  the  current  year,  due  and  payable  in  advance  on  January 
ist,  last,  in  satisfaction,  or  part  satisfaction,  thereof.  Subscribers 
and  donors  were,  therefore,  notified  of  this  decision  in  the  circular 
letter  making  formal  application  for  renewal  of  subscription.  The 
Committee  also  decided  to  open  a  new  bank  account  for  the  expendi- 
ture from  January  ist  of  the  current  year. 

The  appeal  for  subscriptions  was  generously  responded  to,  includ- 
ing Special  Appeals  in  the  North  Eastern,  Southern  and  North  Wales 
Sections,  it  being  understood  that  the  amounts  of  these  special  sectional 
subscriptions  respectively  would  be  taken  into  account  in  the 
allotment  of  the  Permanent  Grant  by  the  Board  of  the  new  Society 
to  meet  the  expenditure  arising  out  of  the  Sectional  activities  during 
the  current  year.  In  consequence,  the  overdraft  on  the  old  account 
after  the  repayment  of  the  loan  of  ;^3oo  now  stands  at  ;^i52  i6s.  gd. 
Further,  it  is  hoped  that  the  balance  still  overdrawn  will  be  fully 
satisfied  and  possibly  there  may  be  a  sum  in  credit  to  hand  over  to 
the  new  Society,  when  all  outstanding  subscriptions  and  donations 
are  paid. 

To  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  first  three  months  of  the  present 
year  an  application  was  made  to  the  Development  Commission  for  a 
Supplemental  Grant. 

In  support  of  the  application,  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  Treasury 
that  all  subscription  income  for  the  present  year  was  required  to 
meet  past  deficiencies,  to  which  monies  from  the  Development  Fund 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  applied.  The  Permanent  Grant,  proposed 
to  be  made,   was  to  be  made  to  the  reconstituted  Society,  to  be 
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registered  on,  or  about,  the  ist  April,  and  would  be  voted  for  the 
year  commencing  on  that  date.  Further  in  the  interim  period  from 
ist  January  to  31st  March,  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  purposes  for 
which  the^  Interim  Grant  was  made  did  not  embrace  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  Society,  and  in  the  meantime  it  was  necessary  to 
preserve  intact  the  goodwill  of  the  Society  as  a  going  concern  so  as  to 
hand  it  over  to  the  new  Society  at  its  highest  possible  value.  On 
the  other  hand  without  some  special  source  of  income  the  Executive 
Committee  would  be  unable,  during  the  interim  period,  to  continue 
the  Society's  work. 

This  financial  difficulty,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  overcome. 
The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  have  concurred  in  the 
recommendation  of  the  Development  Commission,  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  that  the  unspent  balance  of  the  Interim  Grant  shall  be 
applied  to  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Society  during  the  first 
three  months  of  this  year,  which  did  not  come  within  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Interim  Grant  was  originally  made.  Consequently  the 
financial  position  since  the  31st  December  last  is  as  follows  : — 

£  s,  d. 

Expenditure  for  the  period  from  January  ist  to  March  31st    1872  18  8 
Less  amount  received  under  the  Interim  Grant  for  ex- 
penditure included  above    320   9  9 

Less  amount  to  be  received  for  March  expenditure  ...  270  10  i 
Small  Holdings  Grant    400   o  o 


Balance  Deficit  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year    ;^88i  18  10 

As  the  unspent  balance  of  the  Interim  Grant  amounts  to  £1,662 
i2s.  2d.,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  deficit  is  amply  covered.  It  is, 
therefore,  hoped  that  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  such  deficit  will 
be  remitted  to  the  Society  prior  to  May  13th,  the  date  when  the 
meeting  takes  place,  which  is  required  to  be  convened  to  confirm 
the  special  resolutions  to  be  proposed  to-day,  on  which  date  also  the 
liquidation  commences. 

In  anticipation  of  any  possible  delay  in  the  provision  of  avail- 
able monies  under  the  Permanent  Grant  estimates  for  which  have 
already  been  forwarded  to  the  Treasury,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  recently  held,  authorised  the  application 
for  an  emergency  grant  of  ;^2,5oo,  which  has  been  duly  forwarded. 
With  this  sum  available  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  Society,  im- 
mediately on  registration,  may  not  only  meet  the  payments  required 
by  the  agreement  to  be  made  with  the  Liquidator,  but  also  to  meet  the 
engagements  of  the  new  Society  until  the  Permanent  Grant  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1913  is  made,  of  which  the  emergency  grant 
of  ;^2,5oo  applied  for  would  form  a  part. 

Having,  I  hope,  clearly  defined  the  financial  situation,  and  the 
procedure  necessary  to  reconstruction  so  far  as  the  old  Society  is  ( on- 
cerned,  I  propose  to  outline  the  constitution  of  the  new  Society,  Nhvzh 
is  intended  to  continue  the  work  of  the  present  Society  on  Natio  lal 
lines. 
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The  new  Society  is  to  retain  the  old  title.  By  direction  of  tl?e 
Development  Commission  it  is  to  be  registered  under  the  Companies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  i9o<S,  Section  20,  by  which  a  Licence  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Board  of  Trade  permittin.i^  the  omission  of  the 
word  "Limited"  after  its  registered  name.  The  licence  does  not  im- 
pose any  condilions  that  are  inconsistent  with  the  policy  of  the  old 
Society.  No  salaries  or  fe€s  can  be  paid  by  way  of  remuneration 
to  the  Board  for  their  services,  and  no  trading  can  be  carried  on.  In 
a  word,  it  secures  a  guarantee  for  the  purel\-  propagandist  nature  of 
our  work.  Further,  by  registration  under  this  Act,  the  memorandum 
of  association,  which  sets  forth  the  objects  of  the  Society,  cannot  be 
amended  except  on  ap})lication  to  the  High  Court. 

The  Articles,  liowever,  can  be  altered  by  th'  (n  uM-.d  Meeting 
convened  for  the  |)urpose.  Provision  is  made  for  ;i  Bo.nd  of  Govern- 
ors of  thirty-six  members,  which  may  eV(  ntiially  be  Increased,  if 
thought  desirable  to  not  more  than  sixty.  Provision  also  is  made  for 
the  appointment  by  the  Board  of  Governors  from  among  themselves, 
of  a  Finance  and  (ienerrd  Purposes  Committee,  wirh  executive  powers. 
Half  the  Board  of  ( governors  will  be  elected,  and  half  nomhiated.  One 
third  of  the  Board  will  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  including  possibly  in  such  a]:)pointnient  iwo  representatives 
of  the  Railway  Companies.  Of  the  remainder  of  the  nominated 
Governors,  two  will  be  appointed  by  the  Ccuinty  Councils  Association, 
two  by  the  Co-ojx-rative  t'nion,  and  two  w  ill  be  co-opted  by  the  Board 
of  Governors.  The  half  of  the  Board  which  is  elected  will,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  selected  by  the  Development  Commissioners  and  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  jointly,  from  a  list  of  name-  submitted  by  the 
present  Society,  including  members  of  the  present  Board,  and  these 
will  only  remain  in  office  until  the  Second  Aniiual  General  Meeting, 
when  the  first  election  will  take  place.  Power  is  given  for  drawing 
up  a  .scheme  of  election  according  to  the  classes  of  societies  affiliated 
to  the  new  Society.  The  President  will  be  an  Elective  Governor, 
elected  by  all  the  members,  whether  societies  or  individuals,  present 
and  voting  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting.  The  remaining  Elective 
Governors  will  be  elected  by  the  affiliated  Societies  only.  Powers  are 
taken  for  the  provision  of  Sections  or  Branches  to  eventually  cover 
the  whole  country,  each  with  a  Branch  Ofiice,  a  Secretary,  and  a 
Branch  Committee,  which  will,  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Governors,  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Society  within  the  district 
under  their  charge,  and  encourage  local  effort  and  support.  Powers 
are  also  taken  to  make  the  Branch  Committee  wholh'  or  partly 
elective  or  wholly  or  partly  appointed.  The  elective  members  of  such 
Branch  Committees  will  be  elected  by  the  members  of  the  district  in 
which  their  operations  are  confined,  and  the  appointed  niembers  of 
the  District  Committees  w^ill  include  representatives  of  County  Coun- 
cils and  other  local  bodies,  representaive  of  the  agricultural  interests. 

The  members  of  the  new  Society  will  consist  of  individual  sub- 
scribers and  affiliated  Societies  as  heretofore,  and  subscriptions  paid 
to  the  present  Society  for  the  present  year  will  be  treated  as  the 
membershii)    subscription   to   the   new  Society  for   the  period  ended 
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March  31st,  UJ13.    There  will  be,  in  fviture,  no  share  capital,  for  the 
new  Society  will  be  limited  by  guarantee,  the  nominal  guarantee  of 
per  member. 

The  Memorandum  and  Articles  of  Association,  the  chief  points  of 
which  I  have  set  forth,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  .Sir  Francis  Beaufort 
Palmer,  Barrister-at-Law,  for  his  consideration  prior  to  the  final  meet- 
ing of  the  Joint  Committee,  consisting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Development  Commissioners,  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  this 
Society,  appointed  to  settle  their  provisions,  and  it  is  expected  that 
they   will  be   registered   within  a   few  weeks. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  one  point.  Not 
only  is  the  new  Society  to  be  built  upon  the  foundation  laid  by  the 
old  Society,  and  to  continue  the  work  of  the  promotion  of  co-operation 
in  agriculture  on  a  broad  and  national  basis,  but  the  voluntary  character 
of  our  constitution  and  our  work  is  to  be  maintained  throughout  the 
scheme,  by  the  wish  of  the  Development  Commissioners  and  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  ^'ou  cjinte  understand  that,  b\  accepting  this  new 
constitution,  \\e  are  not  depriving  our  Societ}   of  its  voluntary  aspect. 

I  think  1  may  say  alsf),  and  I  hope  I  shall  carry  \ou  all  with  me 
that  while  we  regard  this  acknowledgment  of  our  work  as  a  tribute 
to  the  necessitx  of  co-operation,  and  to  the  accurate  forecast  we  made 
of  the  situation  as  regards  the  necessities  of  agricultur<',  I  trust  I 
shall  cal  l  y  you  ail  with  me  when  T  say  thai  we  look  forward  W'ith 
rontideiite  to  obiaiamg  the  supjjort  of  all  those  who  have  hitherto 
worked  with  us,  antl  who  ha\e  given  us  most  generous  support  in  thi' 
past.  Without  their  assistance,  wc  could  liaxe  done  nothing,  and 
if  they  will  only  lielp  us  in  the  future  as  in  the  years  gone  by,  I 
feel  i)erfectly  certain  that  with  this  Socit  U  as  reconstituted  we  shall 
see  tlie  Ixginning  of  a  great  movement,  which  will,  within  a  measur- 
able space  of  time,   embrace  the  whole  of  the  country.  (Cheers.) 

I  have  now  formally  to  move  'That  the  Society  be  wound  vip 
voluntarily,'  and   I    must  ask  someone  to  second  that." 

Mr.  diaries  Bathurst,  M.P.  :  "I  shall  be  very  glad  to  second  that." 

The  Resoliuion  was  carried  Xeiu.  Co;;. 

The  Chairman  :  "  I  now  move  ' 'i'hat  the  Liquidator  be  authorised 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  a  Com})any,  to  be  registered  pursuant 
to  Section  20  of  the  Companies'  (Consolidation)  Act,  1908,  under  the 
style  or  title  of  ihe  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  by  which  Agree- 
ment the  l)usiness  and  property  of  the  Society  shall  be  transferred 
to,  and  all  or  i)art  of  the  liabilities  (other  than  share  capital)  shall 
be  undertaken  by  the  new  Company  on  such  terms  as  shall  be  agreed 
u|)on  by  the  said  Company.'  " 

Mr.  Rouse  Orlebar  :  "I  beg  to  second  that." 

The  Resokition  was  carried  Xou.  Cou. 

The  Cliairman  :  "I  now  have  to  move  'That  Mr.  Alfred  ^^'ood, 
Chartered  Accountant,  of  Queen  Anne's  Cliambers,  Tothill  Street, 
W'estminsit  r,  London,  S.\\\,  be  and  is  hereby  a])pointed  Liquidator  for 
the  juirjjose  of  such  winding  up.'  " 

Mr.  Bathurst,  M.P.  :  "  Mav  T,  before  \  on  proceed  with  that,  on 
a  i)oint  of  ordei-  ask  if  you  are  strictly  concet     wlierher  these  resol- 
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utions  ought  not  to  be  carried  on  a  show  of  hands?  I  may  be  wrong 
but  that  is  my  impression  of  the  Companies'  Act." 

The  Secretary  :  "Not  unless  challenged.  According  to  the  Act, 
I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  necessary." 

The  Chairman  :  "I  think,  if  it  is  challenged,  in  that  case  you 
must  have  a  majority  of  three-fourths,  but  here  there  is  no  challenge."' 

Mr.  Orlebar  :  "I  will  again  second  that  resolution." 

The  Resolution  was  carried  Nem.  Con. 

The  Lord  Channing  of  Wellingborough  :  "Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  it  is'  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Brockholes,  who  has  been  so- 
intimately  associated  with  Mr.  Yerburgh  in  the  daily  work,  I  may  say, 
of  this  Association,  is  unfortunately  prevented  from  attending  by 
urgent  and  important  business  in  Lancashire.  This  resolution,  which 
he  was  to  have  moved,  is  before  you,  which  I  will  read.  It  has 
been  placed  in  my  hands  to  move,  'That  the  members  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Organization  Society  desire  to  record  their  great  appreciation 
of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  President  of 
the  Society  in  the  cause  of  Agricultural  Co-operation  and  that  they 
trust  his  name  and  active  interest  may  long  continue  to  be  associated 
with  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  in  its  enlarged  and  National 
development.' 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  associated  in  any  way  with 
such  a  resolution  as  this,  as  I  have  been  for  so  many  years — I  think 
during  the  whole  of  my  long  career  in  Parliament — associated  with 
Mr.  Yerburgh,  as  well  as  with  Sir  Horace  PlUiikett  and  many  others,, 
in  promoting  the  general  group  of  proposals  with  which  his  name  is 
associated,  and  to  which  we  all  attach  enormous  importance  as  leading 
to  the  future  prosperity  of  this  country.  I  have  been  associated  with 
Mr.  Yerburgh,  on  the  last  occasion  I  remember  pleasantly  and  very 
happily,  on  the  Small  Holdings  Committee,  presided  over  by  our 
lamented  friend  Lord  Onslow,  with  great  and  conspicuous  ability, 
and  there  as  on  several  other  occasions  in  which  we  have  worked 
together  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  shown  his  judgment,  tact  and  helpfulness  in 
shaping  that  Report,  and  introducing  into  that  Report  many  sugges- 
tions of  practical  importance  for  facilitating  the  application  of  co- 
operative methods  to  small  holdings,  which  we  all  know  is  one  of 
the  essential  keys  of  their  success. 

"Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  need  not  detain  you  more  than 
a  moment  in  moving  this  resolution.  You  all  know  the  profound 
difificulties,  dangers,  trepidations  and  struggles  of  a  Society  like  this, 
or  any  other  great  Society  in  its  beginnings.  You  know  its  financial 
stress,  the  prejudice,  the  passion,  the  objections  of  all  kinds  It  has 
to  overcome.  Well  now,  you  have  the  position  of  this  Society  before 
you  ;  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  referred  to  its  position  at  the  present  moment. 
I  need  not  take  you  through  all  the  long  stages  of  that  long  struggle. 
You  know  how  this  Society  has  deepened,  increased  and  intensified 
the  local  interest  in  co-operative  methods.  It  has  lifted 
largely  the  prejudice,  lifted  away  the  clouds  of  prejudice 
which  beset  its  course,  and  partially  removed — not  wholly 
removed — the  gross,  compact,  sordid  ranks  of  ignorance  which  have 
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stood  in  the  way  of  its  enormous  development.  (Hear,  hear.)  I 
think  in  one  sense  the  Society  has  rendered  a  very  great  work  in 
localising  the  interest,  and  localising  the  sense  of  responsibility. 
That  is  really  the  corner-stone  of  success  in  anything  of  this  kind. 

I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  work  of  one  of  the  most 
helpful  of  the  many  aids  suggested  for  small  holdings— the  National 
Poultry  Organization  Society.  We  know  what  this  Society  has  done 
for  them.  Anyone  who  reads  the  report  of  that  Society  will  know 
how  the  whole  network  of  co-operative  work  has  been  aided  from 
this  centre,  stimulated,  and  gradually  evolved,  till  we  have  arrived  at 
this  stage  which  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  laid  before  us  to-day,  in  which 
this  Society  has  been  deliberately  chosen  by  the  State  as  the  special 
instrument  for  spreading  the  boon  and  helpful  resources  of  the  National 
Development  Fund,  in  order  to  promote  this  great  object.  That  has 
been  a  slow  and  gradual  evolution,  but  it  has  been  of  immense  value, 
and  the  Society  now  stands  at  the  opening  of  a  new  era  in  a  position 
of  which  it  may  well  be  proud,  and  in  which  it  may  have  the 
deepest  satisfaction  and  the  boldest  aspiritions  as  to  what  may  come 
of  it.  You  all  know,  I  need  hardly  remind  you,  how  this  gradual 
evolution  is  wholely  and  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  you  have  had 
a  man  of  rare  enthusiasm,  of  great  hopefulness  and  courage,  and 
persistence  untiring,  but— what  is  still  more  charming — unpretentious 
devotion  at  work  as  your  head  in  carrying  on  the  objects  of  the  work, 
and  the  evolution  of  the  Society  to  this  stage  at  which  you  have  it 
to-day.  I  say,  when  you  have  these  facts  before  you,  it  is  not  only 
this  Society  which  is  a  foregone  conclusion,  but  I  say  it  is  the  country 
which  feels  a  deep  appreciation  for  devoted  work  like  this,  and  it 
delights  to  honour  a  man  who  has  contributed  so  largely  and  so 
wisely  to  the  usefulness  of  this  great  Organization,  and  has  brought 
it  to  the  stage  at  v^'hich  we  see  it  to-day.  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
moving  the  resolution."  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.  :  "Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  am 
glad  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  seconding  this  resolution,  and  I 
only  wish  that  it  had  been  brought  before  a  larger  number  of  persons 
who  are  interested  and  taking  part  in  this  great  national  movement. 
I  have  been  associated  with  Mr.  Yerburgh  as  one  of  his  colleagues 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  eleven  years  this  Society  has  been  in 
existence,  and  now  we  are  at  the  parting  of  the  ways  I  should  like 
to  add  a  few  words  to  the  eloquent  tribute  paid  to  his  work  by 
Lord  Channing. 

I  think  we  sometimes  forget  the  pioneer  work  which  was  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Yerburgh,  at  first  almost  single-handed,  with  the  National 
Agricultural  Union,  for  which  Lord  Winchelsea  was  responsible,  which 
broke  down  owing  to  a  variety  of  reasons.  It  was  at  that 
time,  when  a  large  number  of  keen  agriculturalists  realised 
that  the  organisation  of  agriculture  in  this  country  was 
absolutely  essential  to  its  future  prosperity,  that  Mr.  Yerburgh  came 
forward  with  an  alternative  scheme,  based  on  the  efforts  of  Sir 
Horace  Plunkett  in  Ireland,  of  transforming  the  old  National  Agricultural 
l^nion  into  what  has  proved  the  enormously  successful  Agricultural 
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Organization  Society.  It  was  owing  mainly  to  his  enthusiasm, 
certainly  to  his  initiative,  largely  to  his  eloquence,  and  also  to  his 
unstinted  generosity  that  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  was 
placed  upon  anything  like  a  firm  footing  as  the  leading  organisation  for 
agricultural  co-operation  in  this  country ;  and  I  think  we  are  rather 
^pt  to  forget  in  these  later  days,  when  so  many  others  have  come 
forward  and  helped  in  a  most  self-sacrificing  way  this  great  national 
movement — we  are  apt  perhaps  to  forget  the  valuable  but  indispensible 
pioneer  work  which  was  carried  out  mainly  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Yerburgh. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  are  sorry  to  know  that,  through  some- 
what impaired  health,  he  is  about  to  give  up  his  Parliamentary  duties, 
but  some  of  us  are  conscious  that  his  condition  of  impaired  health 
is  very  largely  due  to  the  strenuous  work  he  put  into  this  Society ;  and 
to  this  work  in  its  earlier  stages,  as  Lord  Channing  has 
pointed  out,  even  amongst  agriculturists  there  was  a  feeling  of  pre- 
judice, suspicion,  and  sometimes  hostility.  Those  feelings  have  now 
been  overcome,  and  we  have  the  warm  support  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  as  reflecting  the  agricultural  opinion  of  this  country,  in 
favour  of  the  movement  which  Mr.  Yerburgh  initiated. 

There  are  many  men  who,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  have 
received  rewards  at  the  hands  of  a  grateful  government  for  far  less 
important,  far  less  nationally  important,  and  far  less  lasting  work 
than  that  with  which  the  name  of  Robert  Yerburgh  will  for  ever, 
to  his  credit,  be  associated.  It  seems  a  poor  compensation,  if  I  may 
say  <?Or  for  the  work  he  has  done  that  we  are  simply  to  pass  this 
resolution  this  afternoon,  but  I  venture  to  hope  it  may  be  embodied 
in  something  which  would  satisfy  his  colleagues  to  a  greater  extent 
than  a  mere  resolution,  something  at  which  I  can  only  barely  hint,  for 
I  feel  that  even  any  present  that  we,  his  friends  and  colleagues,  are 
able  to  give  him  would  be  a  poor  remuneration  for  the  enormously 
valuable  work  he  has  done  in  this  great  organisation.  I  have  the 
greatest  possible  pleasure  in  seconding  this  resolution."  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Orlebar  :  "May  I  be  allowed  in  a  few  words  to  emphasise 
most  heartily  what  Lord  Channing  and  Mr.  Bathurst  have 
already  said.  I  ask  the  privilege  to  be  allowed  to  say  these  few 
words,  because  I  think  I  am  almost  the  only  survivor,  in  a  Committee 
sense,  of  the  old  Committee  of  the  National  Agricultural  Union, 
and  in  that  capacity  it  has  been  my  special  privilege  to  be  the  con- 
necting link  between  the  two.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that,  if  the 
late  Lord  Winchelsea  had  been  spared  to  this  day,  nothing  would  have 
been  a  greater  fulfilment  of  his  dearest  wish  than  to  see  the  Society 
•doing  the  excellent  work  it  is  doing  at  the  present  moment.  Xo  one 
except  those  who  have  worked  day  by  day  with  Mr.  Yerburgh  from  that 
time  till  now  can  realise  how  much  personal  work  he  has  given  to  this 
Society. 

He  has  not  been  a  Chairman  in  the  ordinar\-  sense,  or  rather 
I  should  say  he  has  not  been  a  Chairman  who  has  not  thrown  himself 
into  the  detailed  work  of  the  Society.  He  has  from  day  to  day 
kept  himself  fully  alive  to  all  the  necessities  of  the  economic  position 
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of  the  country,  and  has  done  his  very  utmost  to  make  the  Society  as 
helpful  to  those  necessities  as  possible,  not  only  by  his  personal  help, 
but  I  think  it  should  be  largely  known  to  a  great  extent  through  his 
own  private  pocket,  has  he  helped  the  Society  on  its  successful  career. 

Like  all  societies  which  are  starting  a  new  work  of  anything 
like  a  national  character,  there  are  financial  dilificulties  to  be  overcome, 
and  I  think  we  as  members  of  the  Society  are  very  largely  indebted  to 
Mr.  Yerburgh  for  the  help  he  has  so  willingly  given  it  from  time 
to  time. 

Well,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  let  me  associate  myself  particularly 
with  the  concluding  words  of  this  resolution,  and  say  we  hope  his 
name  and  active  interest  will  long  continue  to  be  associated  with  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  in  its  enlarged  and  national 
development."  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Fairfax  Cholmeley  :  "May  I  be  allowed  to  add  a  few  words 
in  support  of  what  has  been  said,  as  one  of  the  oldest  members,  with 
Mr.  Orlebar  of  this  Committee?  I  think  I  date  from  the  time 
when  the  Society,  with  which  I  was  connected  was  started  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Charleton,  who  is  here,  joined  forces  with  the  National 
Agricultural  Union,  and  I  have  been  intimately  connected  with  the 
work  which  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  done  from  the  very  beginning. 

I  should  like  to  testify  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
not  only  will  the  support  he  has  given  financially  never  be  known  to 
the  public,  but  also  I  am  certain  it  would  have  been  impossible  but  for 
his  Presidency  to  have  got  together  the  Committee  we  succeeded  in 
getting,  that  commanded  the  respect  of  both  parties.  I  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  supporting  the  resolution,  and  endorsing  all  that 
has  been  said." 

Mr.  Charleton  :  "  May  I  be  permitted  to  add  my  voice  to  the 
expression  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Yerburgh  for  his  most  invaluable  work 
done  during  the  last  eleven  years,  since  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  has  existed  in  its  present  form?  Mr.  Bathurst  has  said 
we  have  come  to  the  parting  of  the  ways.  I  think  perhaps  the  better 
simile  would  be  to  suggest  that  this  is  another  re-incarnation  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  Lord  Winchelsea  so  many  years  ago.  He  himself 
was  doing  that  work,  and  hastened  his  death,  I  believe,  largely  by 
the  devotion  and  activity  with  which  he  applied  himself  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  agricultural  interests  of  others  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Yerburgh  took  up  the  work  with  him,  and  largely,  I  think, 
he  would  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  it,  owing  to  the  promptings  of  our 
friend,  the  father  of  co-operation  in  Great  Britain,  Sir  Horace  Plunkett, 
the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  as  it  has  existed  for  the  last 
eleven  years,  was  formed  ;  and  under  the  very  able  guidance  of  Mr. 
Yerburgh  we  all  know  what  splendid  work  has  been  carried  out  by  it. 

Now,  we  are  here  to-day  to  see  the  work  extended  and  solidified, 
and  eventually  perfected,  so  that  it  shall  permeate  every  part  of  th^ 
country.  Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  prejudice  which  existed 
in  the  country  as  to  co-operation.  Nobody  knows  better  than  Mr* 
Yerburgh  how  extensive  that  prejudice  was,  and  his  mind,  I  am  sure, 
will  take  him  back  to  various  meetings  he  attended  up  and  down 
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thp  country,  and  to  the  scepticism  with  which  his  preaching  of 
co-operation  was  met.  All  that  is  changed,  and  it  is  largely  due  to 
Mr.  Yerburgh  himself,  to  his  persistence  in  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  he  took  up,  that  we  have  succeeded,  and  I  have  very  much 
pleasure  indeed  in  adding  my  voice  to  the  appreciation  of  Mr.  Yerburgh 's 
invaluable  services  to  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society." 
(Applause.) 

The  Secretary:  *'  Before  the  motion  is  put,  I  should  like  to  read 
one  or  two  telegrams  and  letters." 

"  Regret  extremely  unable  attend  meeting  to-day.  Heartily  sympathise 
with  resolution  expressing  appreciation  of  zealous  work  given  by^  President  of 
Agricultural  Co-operation. — ^Shaftesbury,  Belfast  Castle." 

"  Dear  Mr.  Harris, — I  much  regret  that  owing  to  numerous  engage- 
ments next  week  in  North  Wales,  I  am  unable  to  be  present  at  the  Special 
General  Meeting  of  the  A.O.S.  to  be  held  on  22nd  inst.,  when  a  resolution  of 
thanks  to  the  President  for  his  invaluable  services  to  the  Society  will  be  pro- 
posed, and  I  have  no  doubt  carried  by  acclamation.  It  would  be  difficult  to- 
estimate  all  that  Mr.  Yerburgh's  interest  and  support  has  meant  to  the  Society 
during  the  past  eleven  years,  and  as  one  of  its  original  members,  I  hope  I  may 
be  permitted  to  express  my  very  hearty  concurrence  with  the  resolution,  which 
will  be  brought  forward  next  week.— Believe  me,  yours  sincerely  (Signed) 
Boston." 

'*  Dear  Mr.  Harris.— Please  explain  to  those  present  at  to-morrow's^ 
meeting,  my  very  g-reat  regret  and  disappointment  at  being  unable  to  be 
present  and  move  the  resolution,  notice  of  which  I  had  given.  Not  only 
would  attending-  the  meeting  have  entailed  a  special  journey  to  London,  but 
since  I  saw  you  three  or  four  days  ago,  I  have  had  a  notice  of  a  meeting  at 
the  County  Offices,  on  a  special  and  urgent  business  that  I  must  attend' 
if  possible.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Hardy,  as  one  of  the  oldest  supporters  of  the 
A.O.S. ,  to  ask  him  if  he  would  kindly  take  charge  of  the  resolution,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  learn  this  morning  that  he  is  not  able  to  do  so.  I  can  do  no- 
more  now  than  leave  it  to  you  to  do  the  best  you  can  to  get  someone  to 
take  charge  of  the  resolution,  and  to  convey  my  extreme  regret  at  being 
unable  to  be  present  myself. — Yours  very  truly,  (Signed)  W.  Fitzherbert- 
Brockholes." 

"Mv  dear  Sir, — It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  it  impossible  to 
attend  the  meeting  on  Monday,  as  above  all  things  it  would  have  given  me 
the  greatest  pleasnre  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of  most  heartily  supporting 
the  resolution  of  appreciation  of  our  President's  services  to  the  cause  of 
Agricultural  Co-operation.  I  may  say  that  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  frequently,  in 
the  years  gone  by,  attended  and  addressed  meetings  in  the  West  Midlands  for 
which  I  have  been  directly  responsible,  and,  therefore  I  can  speak  with 
authority  as  to  his  invaluable  services  to  the  Agricultural  Co-operative  Move- 
ment in  this  particular  part  of  the  countr}-,  which  now,  thanks  greatly  to  him, 
has  been  placed  on  what  I  may  term  an  almost  permanent  position  of  st  abili}- 
and  progress,  in  many  and  varied  directions. 

"At  all  times,  and  under  every  circumstance,  has  Mr.  Yerburgh,. 
unselfishly  and  with  the  greatest  success,  placed  his  services  at  our  disposal, 
and  I  know  of  no  one  for  whom  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so),  I  have  a  higher 
and  more  lasting  rei>pect  and  appreciation  than  for  our  worthy  President.  To 
him  all  honour  is  due. — I  am^  yours  very  faithfully,  E.  E.  Bennett." 

*'  Dear  Mr.  Harris. — I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  Special  General  Meeting  on  the  22nd  instant,  having  already  an 
engagement  which  I  cannot  ignore. 
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"  I  should  have  liked  to  be  able  to  support  Mr.  Fitzherbert-Brockhojes  in 
his  motion  appreciative  of  the  great  and  unceasing  services  of  Mr.  Yerburgh 
Without  his  support,  the  Movement  in  favour  of  Co-operation  in  Agricultur 
would  not  have  progressed  so  far  as  it  now  at  last  has  in  public  estimation  — 
Yours  truly,  R.  N.  Sutton-Nelthorpe." 

"  Dear  Mr.  Harris. — We  have  our  County  Council  Meeting  on  Monday, 
and  I  must  attend,  so  much  regret  I  cannot  come  that  day  to  show  hiy 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Yerburgh's  invaluable  services.  -Yours  very  truly, 
<Signed)  H.  Dent  Brocklehurst." 

"  Dear  Mr.  Harris. — I  am  extremely  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  come  to  the 
A.O.S.  Meeting  on  Monday,  more  especially  to  bear  my  part  in  the  unanimous 
feeling  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Yerburgh  for  his  great  work  which  I  hope  will  find 
expression,  which  if  it  can  hardly  be  adequate  will  be  at  any  rate  full  and 
cordial.  He  does,  indeed,  deserve  well  of  the  A  O.S.  and  of  all  real  co-opera 
tors.— Yours  faithfully,  (Signed)  R  Williams." 

Mr.  Hilder  (Tiptree  Society)  :  "I  should  like  as  an  outsider  just 
to  say  one  word.  I  have  never  had  the  pleasure  before  of  meeting 
Mr.  Yerburgh,  but  I  should  like  to  add  my  testimony  to  the  great 
feeHng  we  all  have  towards  him,  and  the  thanks  which  we  wish  to 
give  him  for  the  way  he  has  conducted  the  Society  in  the  past.  Wc 
have  often  heard  of  him  and  read  of  his  work,  and  1  think  it  has  been 
of  the  very  highest  value." 

The  Resolution  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried  with  loud 
acclamation. 

The  President  :  "Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  assure  you  I  appreciate 
more  deeply  than  I  can  possibly  express  the  far  too  kind  words  which 
have  been  used  with  regard  to  myself  for  the  little  I  have  been  able 
to  do  for  agricultural  co-operation,  by  Lord  Channing,  Mr. 
Bathurst  and  my  other  friends.  Lord  Channing  himself  has 
done,  as  everyone  knows,  splendid  work,  on  behalf  of  agri- 
culture. He  referred  to  the  Small  Holdings  Committee.  There,  if 
my  memory  serves  me  aright,  he  contributed  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  most  valuable  memoranda  on  the  advantages  of  agricultural 
co-operation.  Therefore,  he  himself  has  been  a  great  worker  in  the 
cause,  and  any  tribute  which  comes  from  one  who  has  so  thorough  a 
knowledge  of  the  matter  of  which  he  is  speaking  is  particularly 
gratifying.  The  same  can  be  said  of  Mr.  Bathurst.  Everyone 
knows  quite  well  that  there  is  no  stronger  champion  of  the  rights  of 
agriculture  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  either  side  of  the  House  than 
Mr.  Bathurst.  Tributes  from  them  must  have  special  weight,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  my  other  friends.  They  have  all  borne  with 
me  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  I  value  most  deeply  their 
expression  of  confidence  in  myself,  and  of  regard  for  anything  I 
have  done. 

I  would  not  like  to  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  by  without  recalling 
to  the  mind  of  those  present  that  the  man  to  whom  is  due  the  initia- 
tion of  this  movement  in  this  country  is  certainly  not  myself,  except 
in  a  small  way,  a  side  way,  but  it  is  Mr.  Charleton,  because  Mr. 
Charleton  had  trained  at  the  feet  of  Sir  Horace  Plunkett  in  Ireland,  and 
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it  was  Mr.  Charleton  who  brought ,  back  the  message  that  we  should 
find  in  co-operation  a  solution  of  most  of  pur  difficulties,  tt  ,  was,  Mr- 
Charlton  who  did  this  work,  and  suggested  I  think  in  the.  first 
instance  that  the  amalgamation  of  the  National  Agricultural.  Union 
and  the  British  Agricultural  Organization  Society  would  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  great  movement.  That  advice  was  adopted,  and  the 
Society  was  formed,  and  you  see  the  results  to-day.  Therefore,  in  a 
meeting  of  this  character,  we  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  great  work  done 
by  Mr.  Charleton  in  those  early  days. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  one  man  can  do  nothing.  I  can  say  with 
almost  absolute  truth  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  great  services 
rendered  by  the  members  of  the  Committee,  their  loyalty,  their  readiness 
to  undertake  any  work,  their  wonderful  way  of  meeting  any  difficulties 
— they  were  acting  I  might  almost  say,  if  I  may  use  the  phrase, 
as  a  band  of  brothers — if  it  had  not  been  for  them,  this  movement 
could  not  have  succeeded.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  think,  I  have  been 
'exceedingly  fortunate  to  have  occupied  that  position  and  singularly 
fortunate  in  this  regard  that  nobody  has  had  the  honour  of  presiding 
over  a  Committee  where  the  members  gave  more  loyal  and  devoted 
service  where  the  members  were  possessed  of  greater  knowledge  of 
the  matters  they  had  to  deal  with  and  possessed  of  greater  enthusiasm 
to  forward  the  good  work  on  which  they  were  engaged. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  the  Committee  who  have  done  the 
work,  the  Committee  and  one  other  person  whom  I  will  mention 
pi*esently  when  I  propose  to  move  another  resolution.  It  is  the 
Committee,  and  not  any  individual  member  of  the  Committee.  At 
the  same  time  I  know,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  as  well 
as  myself,  you  will  make  us  the  best  return  you  possibly  can  if  you 
will  support  us  in  the  future  as  you  have  done  in  the  past.  That 
is  the  best  form  of  thaiiks  which  you  can  tender  to  us."   (Loud  cheers.) 

The  President  :  "Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  think  as  President  of 
the  Association  it  is  my  duty  as  well  as  my  pleasure,  on 
this  occasion,  as  we  have  come  to  the  parting  of  the  ways,  to  move 
a  resolution  expressing  our  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  services 
rendered  to  the  Association  by  our  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Nugent  Harris. 
(Cheers.)  I  have  drafted  this  resolution  and  I  think  it  expresses 
what  we  have  in  our  minds  :  '  The  members  of  the  Agricultural  Organ- 
ization Society  express  their  deep  sense  of  the  loyalty,  thoroughness 
a:nd  ability  with  which  Mr.  J.  Nugent  Harris  has  discharged  the  great 
responsibility  of  Secretary  of  the  Society  since  its  inception.' 

I  have  used  those  words  advisedly,  'loyalt}^  thoroughness  and 
ability,'  because  no  one  could  have  been  better  served.  I  speak  from 
personal  experience  of  Mr.  Harris.  Through  all  the  somewhat  weary 
years,  our  Committee  has  been  served  by  Mr.  Harris  with  most  absolute 
and  devoted  loyalty.  He  has  given  himself  entirely  to  the  service  of 
the  Society,  and  done  the  work  with  most  complete  thoroughness,  as  I 
can  testify  from  personal  knowledge,  and  everyone  knows  he  has 
done  his  work  with  most  conspicuous  ability. 

I  would  add  this :  iFrom  what  I  have  seen  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Harris  possesses — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  tribute  or  not  to 
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Irish  Home  Rule— but  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  thing  that  we  in 
this  country  have  to  go  to  Ireland  to  get  secretaries  for  Organisation 
Societies,  I  am  connected  with  two  important  Organisation  Societies 
and  the  secretaries  of  each  happen  to  be  Irishmen— Mr.  Harris 
possesses  the  gift  of  tact,  and  he  displayed  it  throughout  the  move- 
ment in  a  conspicuous  way,  and  this  has  largely  contributed  to  its 
great  success."  (Cheers.) 

The  Rev.  Rollo  Meyer  :  I  have  gi'eat  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Harris.  I  suppose  nobody  knows  so  well 
how  much  Mr.  Harris  has  done  for  the  Society  as  Mr.  Yerburgh 
and  those  who  have  worked  in  the  Central  Office.  But  I  think  Mr. 
Yerburgh  must  have  asked  me  to  second  this  resolution,  thinking  the 
people  who  know  next  best  how  much  he  has  done  are  those  who 
have  tried  to  promote  little  Societies  like  myself.  I  am  sure  Mr. 
Harris  would  say  the  smaller  the  Society  the  more  trouble  they  gave. 
I  am  sure  that  in  my  case  Mr.  Harris  had  to  write  innumerable 
letters  on  all  sorts  of  subjects,  and  when  we  wrote  to  him  the  replies; 
have  generally  come  back  by  return  of  post,  dnd  they  were  always 
couched  in  the  most  courteous  and  obliging  way  possible.  There  was 
never ^'^ny  trace  of  irritation  at  all  at  what  I  am  sure  he  must  have 
thought  very  often  were  stupid  questions.  Moreover,  I  remember 
writing  Mr.  Harris  on  one  occasion,  and  he  sent  down  somebody  to- 
advise  our  starting  a  little  village  bank,  and  the  people  at  once  said, 
'Where  are  we  to  get  the  money?'  I  said  'Mr.  Harris  has  done  so 
well  that  we  need  not  bother  about  the  money.  Let  us  start  the 
Society.'  So  we  started  the  Society,  and  then  we  wrote  to  Mr. 
Harris,  and  said  his  organiser  had  said  it  was  quite  easy  to  get  the 
money.  We  did  not  find  it  so,  but  we  had  no  doubt  Mr.  Harris 
would  do  it,  and  Mr.  Harris,  of  course,  did  it.  I  rather  fancy  the 
money  came  from  Mr.  Yerburgh 's  pocket;  anyhow,  Mr,  Harris,  did' 
it,  and  I  am  sure  no  Society  could  have  had  a  Secretary  who  worked 
harder  or  more  loyally,  or  with  more  ability,  than  he  has  done,  and 
no  salary  the  Society  gave  him  was  anything  like  compensation  for 
all  that  "he  did. 

I  only  hope,  now  that  the  Society  is  going  to  be  very  big  indeed, 
that  he  will  have  such  assistance  in  the  Ofiice  as  will  not  give  him 
work  that  really  has  been  too  much  for  any  one  man  to  bear.  I  have 
very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks."  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Charleton  :  "  W^ith  your  permission,  I  should  like  to  support 
the  resolution  also.  I  think  if  I  may  claim  ever  to  have  tried  to  do 
anything  for  agricultural  co-operation  in  the  country,  at  any  rate  there 
is  one  thing  I  did,  and  I  congratulate  myself  upon  it — and  I  think 
everybody  in  this  room  may  congratulate  themselves  upon  it  too — 
namely  that  I  found  Mr.  Harris  and  introduced  him  to  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since.  It  was 
entirely  through  reading  an  article  which  Mr.  Harris  wrote  to  the 
Irish  Homestead,  entitled  'Hints  from  Scandinavia'  that  I  was 
attracted  to  the  writer.  I  got  into  touch  with  him  through  Mr. 
Anderson  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  and  it  was 
not  very  long  before  we  secured  him  for  the  Agricultural  Organization 
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Society,  in  the  early  days  of  the  formation  of  this  Society  as  it  now 
exists. 

I  always  found  Mr.  Harris  a  most  delightful  man  to  work  with. 
We  did  not  always  see  eye  to  eye,  and  perhaps,  if  I  am  associated  with 
him  as  I  hope  to  be  in  the  promotion  of  agricultural  co-operation  in 
the  future,  we  shall  not  always  see  eye  to  eye  in  times  to  come ;  but  at 
any  rate  I  always  will  have  this  satisfaction,  as  I  have  had  in  the 
past,  that  when  Mr.  Harris  has  told  me  I  was  wrong  in  certain  views 
I  took,  I  have  always  been  prepared  to  accept  his  statement,  and  try 
to  find  out  where  I  was  wrong,  because  I  have  had  that  confidence  in 
him,  and  the  assurance  that  he  was  generally  right  and  I  was  wrong- 
I  think  that  has  been  the  feeling  of  this  Committee  of  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society  in  the  early  days  when  I  was  associated  with 
him 

We  very  soon  found  we  had  in  Mr.  Harris  a  man  whom  we 
could  thoroughly  rely  on,  and  he  possesses  the  tact  which  few  men 
possess,  and  he  has  always  had,  I  think,  the  fine  charm  which  comes 
from  the  sister  Isle  in  dealing  with  people  in  difficulties.  I  support 
most  cordially  this  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Harris,  and  I  hope  for 
many  years  to  come  he  will  still  be  associated  with  the  work  of  pro- 
motion of  agricultural  co-operation  in  England."      (Loud  cheers.) 

The  motion  was  carried  with  acclamation. 

Mr.  Harris  :  "  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I 
thank  you  very  sincerely  indeed  for  your  kind  vote  of  thanks.  The 
services  I  have  tried  to  render  to  co-operation  in  this  country  have  been 
rendered  with  the  feeling  that  I  was  participating  in  a  movement 
that  was  going,  in  a  few  years  time,  to  have  a  very  important  bearing 
or  influence  upon  the  lev^elling  up  of  the  agricultural  industry. 

In  the  early  days  I  was  very  much  tried.  W'e  had  an  extremely 
difficult  task.  Once  or  twice  I  was  almost  giving  up  hope,  but 
in  those  dark  days  whenever  I  turned  to  our  worthy  President  I  got 
inspiration  from  him  that  lifted  me  up  and  made  me  go  forward  again. 

In  our  President,  may  I  be  allowed  to  bear  this  testimony — we 
have  a  man  with  a  soul,  and  to  a  Celt  a  man  with  a  soul  means 
everything.  Mr.  Yerburgh  has  the  great  faculty  of  getting  right 
Inside  people.  Time  and  again  have  I  experienced  that ;  that  is  a 
great  asset  that  Mr.  Yerburgh  has.  It  has  meant  much  to  me.  He 
must  have  some  Irish  blood  in  him.  More  than  once  have  I  said  so 
to  my  wife.  He  has  also  that  charm  and  wonderful  tact  that  means 
much  to  a  movement  like  ours,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  a  great 
backing  of  downright  sheer  ability.  Often  and  often  I  have  gone  to 
him  to  discuss  matters  of  great  moment  to  the  movement,  and  in 
every  case  his  advice  has  been  of  the  greatest  possible  help. 

I  should  also  like  to  bear  testimony  to  the  assistance  I  received  from 
other  members  of  the  Committee.  T  do  not  like  to  mention  names,  but 
there  are  man}-  members  of  the  Committee,  men  like  Mr.  Fairfax-Chol- 
meley,  Mr.  Brockholes,  Mr.  Orlebar,  Mr.  Bennett,  and  new  arrivals  like 
Mr.  Bostock  and  Mr.  Bathurst  that  have  rendered  splendid  services — 
whenever  T  have  asked  them  to  take  meetings  or  attend  meetings,  they 
have  done  everything  they  could  to  try  and  fall  in  with  my  wishes.  Services 
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of  that  sort  have  really  been  the  means  of  building  up  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society.  You  cannot  say  that  any  one  individual  has 
built  it  up.  It  is  the  quiet  services  rendered  by  many  which  have 
meant  so  much  to  the  cause. 

I  think  a  good  many  do  not  know  what  it  means  to  the  members 
who  have  to  travel  long  distances  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Executive. 
One  member  told  me  not  very  long  since  that  it  cost  him 
;^3o  a  year  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Executive.  That  ;^3o  was 
really  a  subscription  to  the  Society's  funds,  but  it  never  appeared 
In  our  balance  sheet.  You  will  find  many  members  of  the  Committee 
have  had  to  spend  considerable  sums  of  money  in  the  same  way ; 
therefore,  such  services  deserve  to  be  remembered.  I  thank  you  all 
most  sincerely. 

Before  I  sit  down,  may  1  read  a  telegram  just  to  hand  from 
Sir  Horace  Plunkett  :  'Regret  extremely  cannot  attend  the  meeting 
to-day,  but  bear  testimony  to  the  invaluable  services  rendered  to  the 
cause  of  agricultural  co-operation  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  to  that 
part  of  it  called  Ireland  by  my  old  friend  Robert  Armstrong  Yerburgh.' 

I  may  say  that  Mr.  Yerburgh  was  one  of  the  first  supporters  of 
Sir  Horace  Plunkett  in  starting  the  movement  in  Ireland.  He  went 
and  addressed  a  big  meeting  in  the  Round  Room  of  the  Rotunda 
in  support  of  co-operative  credit ;  so,  to  Mr.  Yerburgh  not  only  must 
credit  be  given  of  having  promoted  the  movement  in  England  and 
Scotland,  but  in  Ireland  as  well."  (Cheers.) 

The  President  :  That  terminates  our  business.  You  will  see 
on  the  Paper  notice  is  given  of  a  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  13th  May. 
We  do  not  want  to  tie  ourselves  to  that  particular  date.  You  may 
take  it  the  meeting  will  be  held  within  one  month  certain  from  to-day, 
the  date  to  be  afterwards  announced.  I  thank  you  for  your 
attendance." 

The  proceedings  then  terminated 
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APPENDIX  D. 

COPY  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AND   FISHERIES,  re    MIXING   OF   SEPARATED   MILK  WITH 

WHOLE  MILK. 

Pickwick  Lodge, 

CoRSHAM,  Wilts. 

March  6th,  1911. 

Dear  Mr.  Harris, 

WILTSHIRE     FARMERS,  LIMITED." 

The  enclosed  Resolution  was  unanimously  passed  at  a  General 
Meeting  of  the  above  Association  on  Friday  last,  and  I  am  writing 
you  to  advise  me  if  you  can  better  word  the  Resolution,  and  how 
best  to  circularise  other  Associations,  and  eventually  to  get  the  matter 
properly  ventilated. 

I  think  it  is  an  object  we  ought  to  easily  achieve.  I  know 
that  wholesalers  in  London  are  underselling  us,  and  they  are  only 
able  to  do  so  by  adding  separated,  it  is  a  case  of  fraud  on  the  public, 
possibly  quite  legal,  but  a  bit  hard  on  Associations  such  as  ours. 

Trusting  you  will  be  able  to  advise  me, 
J.  Nugent  Harris,  Esq.,  I  am,  vours  faithfully, 

Westminster,  S.W.  '  J.  S.  CORBETT. 

.■   ;    •   '  THE  RESOLUTION. 

"That  this  Association  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to 
briqg  pressifre  to  bear  on  His  Majesty's  Government  to  ensure  that 
all  Separated  Milk  be  earmarked  by  the  adding  of  some  innocuous 
colouring  matter  with  the  object  of  protecting  the  interests  not  only 
of  the  farmer  but  of  the  consumer,  and  that  copies  of  the  Resolution 
be  sent  to  all  Farmers'  Co-operative  Associations  and  Farmers 
Associations  in  Great  Britain." 
J.  S.  Corbett^  Esq.,  Pickwick  Lodge, 

CoRSHAM,  Wilts.  March  Sth,  1911. 

Dear  Mr.  Corbett, 

I  can  fully  appreciate  the  difficulty  your  Society  is  placed  in  owing 
to  competitors  being  able  to  undersell  you  by  reducing  their  standard 
of  milk  by  adding  separated,  but  provided  the  requisite  standard  is 
maintained  is  this  practice  illegal  ?  Before  moving  further  in  the 
matter,  I  would  suggest  this  point  be  cleared  up  by  correspondence 
with  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  question  you  want  answered  is 
whether  milk  once  separated  can  be  used  for  reducing  the  quality 
of  milk  which  is  above  standard  to  a  lower  one,  provided  the  altered 
article  still  retains  the  legal  minimum  of  butterfat.  If  more  convenient 
I  will  raise  this  point  with  the  Board  or,  perhaps,  your  Society  would 
prefer  to  take  the  matter  up  itself. 

Yours  faithfully 

J.  NUGENT  HARRIS,  Secretary. 


9t 

Pickwick  Lodge, 

CoRSHAM,  Wilts. 

March  gth,  1911. 

Dear  Mr.  Harris, 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  I  think  it  would  carry  much  more 
weight,  if  you  would  be  good  enough  to  take  up  the  "Separated  Milk" 
question  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  if  you  could  do  so,  I 
should  be  very  grateful. 

Our  Committee  have  their  hands  very  full  at  the  present  time 
arranging  for  the  Lady  Day  Contracts,  and  as  I  say,  I  think  your 
name  would  carry  more  weight  than  ours. 

Yours  faithfully,  ^ 
J.  S.  CORBETT. 

The  Secretary, 

Board  of  Agriculture, 

4  Whitehall  Place,  S.W. 

loth  March,  1911. 

Dear  Sir,  ''SEPARATED  MILK." 

One  of  our  affiliated  Societies  carrying  on  a  dairying  business 
complains  of  unfair  competition  from  firms  who '  use  separated  milk 
to  reduce  the  quality  of  milk  which  is  above  standard.  It  is  not 
suggested  that  the  treated  milk  is  brought  below  a  standard  to 
enable  it  to  pass  the  usual  official  tests.  I  am  asked  whether  this 
blending  of  milk  with  a  milk  product  is  legal,  and  I  should  be  obliged 
if  you  could  place  me  in  a  position  to  reply  authoritatively  on  the  point. 
Yours  faithfully 

J.  NUGENT  HARRIS,  Secretary, 

Board  of  Agriculture,  and  Fisheries, 
4  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W. 

2^th   March,  .1911. 

Sir,  No.  A.  20578/ 1911. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  advert 
to  your  letter  of  the  loth  inst.  and,  in  reply,  I  am  to  say  that  it  is 
an  offence  imder  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  sell,  as  new 
milk,  a  mixture  of  new  milk  and  separated  milk,  notwithstanding 
that  the  mixture  is  not  reducai  below  the  limit  referred  to  in  the  Sale 
of  Milk  Regulation,  1901,  but  there  are  practical  and  technical 
difificulties  in  securing  a  conviction  in  such  a  case.  -  ' 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

T,  H.  ELLIOTT,  Secretary. 

J.  Nugent  Harris,  Esq. 

The  Secretary,  ' 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
4  Whitehall  Place,  S.W. 

2jth  March,  1911 

Sir,  No.  A.  20578/ 1911. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  inst,  and  am  much 
obliged  for  the  information  contained  therein. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  NUGENT  HARRIS,  Secretary. 
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Adam,  B.  Addington         . . 
Adams,  J. 
Archer,  J. 

Argyll,  The  Duke  of,  K.T.,  K.G. 
Ashbumham,  The  Earl  of  . . 
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Acland,  Sir  C.  Thomas  Dyke,  Bart 
Ashton,  The  Lord    . . 
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Ashton  of  Hyde,  The  Lord 
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Booker,  Mrs.  C.  E  

Bosanquet,  S.  C. 
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Bray,  The  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Breeks,  Mrs.  . . 
Brown,  H.  C. 
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1911.  1911. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub- 

Donatioca  scriptiona. 

£   8.  d.  £   s.  d. 

Bauly,  W.  G                                     ..       •  >       ..  110 

Baines,  M.  T.          ..       .  .                -                 .  .  110 

Barbour,  Harold    2    2  0 

Barrymore,  The  Lord        .%       .  *    10  0 

Buxton,  C.  Roden    . .    110 

Camden,  The  Marqueas                                            ..  10  10  0 

Campion,  W.  H   0  10  0 

Chaplin,  The  Right  Hon.  Henry,  M.P   10  0 

Chester,  Dr.  H.  M.   10  0 

Chibnall,  A.  B.        ..       .  .    0    5  0 

Cohen,  N.  L.,  Mrs   110 

Coles,  E.  H   110 

Colvile,  The-Lady                                        ..       ..  10  0 

ConneU,  A.  k   1    1  0 

Coode,  R.  C   110 

Cooper  &  Nephews,  Messrs.  W.    . .       . .       . .       . .  2    2  0 

Co-operative  Union,  Limited,  The          . .        . .       . .  20    0  0 

CornwaUis,  F.  S.  W   110 

Cross,  H.  S   110 

Cardwell-Gardner,  Rev.  J.,  M.A   110 

Crawford,  Sir  R.  F   10  0 

Clive,  Captain  P.  A.,  M.P   500 

Cheney,  E.  J.    110 

Channing,  of  Wellingborough,  The  Lord         ....  220 

Clapham,  J.  H   110 

Clay,  Captain  H.  Spender,  M.P   lOlOO 

Cholmeley,  Sir  Montague,  Bart.  . .        . .       . .        . .          ;  110 

Courthope,  G.  L.,  M.P   110 

Clutterbuck,  Rear  Admiral,  W.  R   10  0 

Cooper,  Sir  R.  P.,  Bart                                           . .  2    2  0 

Coates,  Major  Sir  E.  F.,  Bart.,  M.P   110 

Clothier,  E.  H   110 

Cambs,   Hunts  and  Isle  of   Ely  Farmers'  Supply 

Association    . .       . .       . .       2    2  0 

Cherraside,  Lieut. -Gen.  Sir  Herbert       . .        . .        . .  10  0 

Collings,  The  Right  Hon.  Jesse,  M.P   110 

Central  Land  Association   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .     50    0  0 

Cross,  F.  J.  K                                                       . .  10  0 

Corrie,  A .  Wynne    ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        .,  110 

Crosfield,  E.  M   1    0  U 

Cleeves,  F                        •  •    10  0 

Chilean  Nitrate  Committee . .        . .        . .        . .        . .       5    0  0 

Charnwood,  The  Lord       ..        ..        ..       ..        ..  110 

Dale,  W   110 

Dalkeith,  The  Earl  of                                    . .       . .  110 

Darby,  Mrs   10  0 

Davies,  General  H.  F  »   110 

Debenham,  F.  G.     . .        . .   0  10  6 

Dick,  Captain  Quintin        ..       ..        ..       ..       ..  100 

Drage,  GeoflPrey       ..       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Drivers,  Jonas  &  Co . .                ; .      » . .        ..       ..  110 

Dunbar-Buller,  C.    . .        . .        . .       . .       . .        . .  10  0 

Dysart,  The  Earl  of  . .       *   3    0  0 

Duncombe,  Colonel  W.  H.0   200 
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1911.  1911. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Bub- 

Donatibns  scripUons. 

£  B.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Darnley,  The  Earl  of    110 

Duchesne,  M.  C   0  10  0 

Drage,  Mrs.  Gilbert                                             .  .  110 

Dodd,  K.  H   0    5  0 

Derby  Co-operative  Provident  Society,  Ltd.     . .       . .  110 

Edmeadea,  Major-Gen.  H   110 

fidmonds,  G   0  10  0 

Elphinstone-Dalrymple,  Mrs.       ..       ..        ..       ..  100 

t^vans.  Rev.  R   110 

Eggar,  J.  A   0  10  0 

Edmunds,  Charles  C   110 

English,  Alexander  E.,  I.C.S   10  0 

Eager,  J   0    5  0 

3Ebury,  The  Lord     10  0 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers' Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  10    0  0 

East  Suffolk  County  Council    0196 

Eliaskevitcb,  Frau   10  0 

Ehrlich,  L   10  10  0 

Fitzherbert,  B   2    2  0 

Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  W.,  D.L   10  10  0 

Forster,  Colonel  J.  F   2    2  0 

Foster,  PhiHpS.,  M.P   110 

Fotherby,  Mrs   0    5  0 

Freiich,  F.  W   0  10  0 

Fry,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  E   110 

Fletcher,  Charles  E   10  0 

Foster,  The  Rev.  Canon   050 

Fordham,  Ernest  0   2    0  0 

Falmouth,  The  Viscountess          . .        . .        . .       . .  110 

Garfit,  T.  Cheney   110 

Gee,  John,  J.P   0  10  6 

Gilmour,  Sir  John,  Bart.    ..        ,.       ..        ,.        ..         •  110 

Greening  E,  Owen. .          ..        ..        ..       ..       ..  100 

Greene,  W.  Raymond        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  110 

Gull,  Sir  W.  Cameron,  Bart   16  6 

Grote- Joyce,  Mrs.     ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Grantham,  The  late  Hon.  Mr.  Justice    ..       ..        ..  110 

Gainsborough,  The  Earl  of   1,10 

Glass,  W.  A   0    5  0 

Godsal,  Captain  W.    2    0  0 

Graff,  F.  S   110 

Graham,  Mrs.  Helen  S   10  0 

Grays  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  0106 

bardy,  Laurence,  The  Right  Hon.,  M.P   10  10  0 

Harrison,  F.  J   2    2  o 

Harrison,  Gen.  Sir  Richard,  G.C.B.,  C.M.G                                ,  0    5  0 

Hay,  Admiral  Lord  John  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Headlam,  Col.  J.  E.  W   110 

Hicks-Beach,  W.  F   10  0 

Hills-Johnes,  Lieut-Gen.  Sir  J.,  V.C.,  G.C.B   110 

Pobhouse,  The  Right  Hon.  Henry    110 

Hodge.H   0    5  0 

Howard,  W.  F   0  10  0 


'-911.  1911- 

Subscriber's  Name                                                                                Annual  Sub- 
Donation  si  scriptions. 
£  8.  d.  £   8.  d. 

HaU,  A.  C  '   . .       . .  10  0 

Hicks-Beach,  TheHon.  M.  H.,  M.P   110 

Herbert,  Maj -Gen.  Sir  Ivor,  Bart.,  M.P   110 

Haviland,  W.  A.     ..                                                               ^  10  0 

Hunts.  County  Council      ..       ..        ..        ..  ..,6147 

Hythe,  The  Viscount    110 

Howard,  The  Lady   220 

Hamilton,  F.  H   110 

Hawkins,  W.  R   0  10  0 

Hornsea  and  District  Small  Holders    0  0 

James,  The  late  W.  D   2    0  0 

Jervoise,  Col. ..        ..                ..        ..       ..        ..  100 

Jersey,  The  Earl  of^  G.C.B.,  G.C  M.G   5    q  0 

Jephson,  Mrs.         . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  6    o  ^ 

King,  R.  Maitland   10  0 

Kinnaird,  The  Lord   110 

Kennaway,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.,  Bart.,  C.B.,        . .  110 

Kennedy,  Howard  A.         . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  0    5  0 

Keeling,  Guy  W.     . .    1    0  G 

Kellaway,  F.,  M.P   110 

Lane,  C.  Pelham                                                    . .  110 

Lancaster,  Sir  William       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Lands  Improvement  Co.    . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  0    2  6 

Lansdell,  Be\.  H.,  D.D   0  10  0 

Lawrence,  The  Lord          ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Leconfield,  The  Lord    550 

Llangattock,  The  Lord    200 

Lloyd-Baker,  G.  E   10  0 

Lytton,  The  Lord   200 

Labour  Co-partnership  Association         . .        . .        . .  110 

L'Estrange,  Rev.  A.  G   110 

Linnell,  Miss  Isabelle         .,        ..        ..        ..        ..  050 

Ludlow,  The  late  J.  M.,  C.B   1    1  0 

Levy,  Dr.  Hermann           ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  050 

Lucas,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord    100    0  0 

Lever,  Sir  W.  H. ,  Bart   10  10  0 

Lichfield,  The  Earl  of    2    2  0 

Lopes,  Sir  Henry,  Bart.     ..        ..        ,.        ..        ..  110 

Lincoln  Equitable  Society,  Ltd   2  12  6 

Mander,  Sir  C.  T.,  Bart   110 

Mann,  Sir  Edward,  Bart   100 

Martin,  Sir  R.  B   2    0  0 

Martin,  J.  E.  H   110 

Marindin,  Major  A.  H.      . ,        . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Marsh- Caldwell,  The  Misses    110 

Mills,  J.  T   0  10  0 

Millbank,  Sir  Powlett  C,  Bart   500 

Mirehouse,  The  late  Rev.  J.    10  0 

Moilliet,  F.  A   10  0 

Moore,  H.  E   110 

Morrison,  W.           ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  500 

Mount-Edgcumbe,  The  Earl  of   110 
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Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub- 
Donations  .        scriptions . 

£  8.  d.  £  8.  d. 

Muiitz,  F.  E   .  1    a  0 

Madden,  The  late  Mias  H.  C   0  la  6 

Maryon-Wilson,  Gr.  M   5    0  0 

McCullock- Jameson,  Mrs   1    u  0 

Moir,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Graham   110 

Massingberd,  Stephen    110 

Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  The  Lord    ..        ..       ..        ..  010  0 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport,  M.P   10  0 

Mitchell,  A.  A   10  0 

Mildmay,  Francis  B.,  M.P.    2    2  0 

Manfield,  Harry,  M.P   10  10  0 

Major,  Mark  B.  F   110 

Myers,  W.  S.   .,       5    0    0  .  , 

Manfield,  J                                                  ..        . .  10  10    0  . 

Merthyr,  The  Lord   110. 

Morley  Small  Holdings   050 

Negus,  T.  A   0  10  0 

Neville,  J.  S     110 

Newton,  The  Rev.  Canon   110 

Norman,  A.  C.    10  0 

Northwick,  The  late  Lady   1000 

Norfolk,  The  Duke  of,  K.G  ,  K.C.V.0   10  10  0 

Neilson,  W.  Montgomerie  ..        ..        ..        ..        .  .  .5    5  0 

Neville,  The  Hon.  Mr.  Justice   110 

Norris,  Francis  B.  V   110 

Orlebar,  Rouse    2    2  0 

Osboume,  J.  Smyth  ..        .,       ..        ,.       ..       ..  110 

Ovey,  Richard  L   110 

Parker,  Col.,  C.  J.  Bullivant    10  0 

Pelly,  L   0  10  0 

Pelly,  Percy  J   110 

Portland.  The  Duke  of,  K.G.,  G.C.V.0   10  10  0 

Powys-Keck,  H.  L   110^ 

Pretyman,  Capt.  E.  G.,  M  P   2    2  0 

Priest,  T   110 

Palgrave,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis   110 

Petre,  Oswald   10  0 

Partington,  Oswald  , .        .,        ,.        ..        ..        ..  110 

Price,  M.  P   10  10  0 

Pratt,  E.  A     10  0 

Player,  W.  J,  P   10  0 

Prior- Wande.sford,  P.H   luO 

Parsons,  The  Rev.  Newton,.        ..        ..        ..        ..        10  0 

Pawle,  F.  C   1  0 

Rankin,  Sir  James,  Bart   2  0 

Rathbone,  Miss  M   110 

Reader.  H   0  10  0 

Riley,  J   10  0 

Rope,  G.  A                                                                  ^ ,  10  0 

Rutherford,  J.,  M.P.                                                ..  10  0 

Rothschild,  The  Hon.  L.  W.,  M.P   U  10  0 
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0 

otokes  Li.  W  .  rtees  . . 
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0 

<ll-T>5jrlKr/\b-o    Thfi  Talari  rtf 

9 

2 

0 

ibtreatieiia.,  n,.  J . 

3 

0 

0 

Strutt,  The  Hon.  E.  G  

5 

5 

0 

outton  i\  eitnorpe,  Ja.  in  . 

3 
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0 

oyKes,  A.  ri. 
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10 
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0 
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0 

Shaw,  J.  F  
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Sidlow,  Richard 
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Swanzy,  F.     .  . 
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Scott,  H,  Alan   
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St.  Johu,  Oliver  S.  F.   
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Surveyors'  Institution 

2 
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Stacey,  W.  H  

0 
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o 

1  atlOCK,  JM.188  XI.  Xl.               .  .           .  .            .  ,           ,  .           ,  , 

0 

0 

iiLiowcii,  n.  IX.          .  .          .  .          ,  .          .  .          .  .          .  . 

1 
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0 

XlUoVVtrll,   IX.  O  .                .  .              ..              ,,              .,              «.  . 

1 

0 

lomiinson,  oir  W.  Hi.  M.,  r>art. 

2 

0 

X  UOUb,  iVXIS.  tx.            ,  ,            ,.            ,.            .,            ..  .. 

1 

11 

6 

Tiirberville,  Colouel  J.  Picton 

1 
J 

0 

0 

1  wyiora,  1 .  W  .        . .         . .        .  .         .  .         .  .         . . 

0 

2 

6 

Thompson,  R.  Hey  wood 

1 

1 

0 

Turnor,  Christopher  . . 

]  0 

0 

0 

X  nomas,  o .  kj.           .  .         .  .         .  ,         .  .         .  . 

2 

2 

0 

Turnor,  Algernon,  C  B.      . .        . ,        . ,        , . 

1 

0 

Toke^  Leslie  A.  ^t.  Lawrence 

1 

6 

0 

Thomas,  D.  Lleuf-  r  . . 

0 

5 

0 

Ten  A(;res  and  Siirchley  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

1 

1 

(> 

Van -de-Weyer,  Colonel 

5 

0 

0 

Vansittart-Neale,  Sir  H.  J.,  C.B  

1 

1 

0 

Verney,  F.     . . 

2 

2 

0 

Vivian,  H. 

0 

10 

0 
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Warde,  Colonel  C.  E.,  M.P   110 

Walker,  G.  F.   110 

Waltnsley,  Arnold  B.    0  10  0 

Waddingham,  T.  J   110 

Warner,  Capt.  W.  P   110 

Warren,  The  late  R.  A.   2    2  0 

White-Thomson,  Colonel  Sir  R   0106 

Williams,  Aneurin             ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Wigan,  The  Rev.  S   0    5  0 

Willis,  Miss                                                             . .  110 

Wilson-Fitzgerald,  W.H...   110 

Wyndham,  The  Right  Hon.  G.,  M  P   10  0 

Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E  ,  Bart.    2    0  0 

Wenlock.  The  late  Lord,  G.C.S.L,  G.C.I.E.,  K.C.B    ..  10    0  0 

Wolff,  H.  W.    110 

Westminster.  The  Duke  of,  G  C.V.0   25    0  0 

Willoughby  de  Broke,  The  Lord   110 

Winterton,  The  Earl,  M.P   2    2  0 

Wilkins,  Mrs.  Roland         . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  0    5  0 

Wills,  A.  W   10  10  0 

Willingdon,  The  Lord    110 

Wilson,  Sir  James,  K. C.S.I   10  0 

Yerburgh,  R.  A.,  M.P   100    0  0 

Yarborough,  The  Earl  of   10  10  0 

Young,  G.  W.    0    5  0 


SOUTHERN  SECTION. 
Dorset,  Hants,  Isle  of  "Wight,  and  "Wilts, 


1911.  1911. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub- 
Donations,  scriptions. 

DORSETSHIRE.  £  s.  d.          £  s.  d 

Alington,  The  Lord,  K.C.V.0   10    0  0 

Baker,  Sir  Randolf,  Bart   2    0  0 

Bernard,  The  Canon ..        ..    300 

Digby,  The  Lord   1000 

Eldon,  The  Earl  of                                          ..        ..  10    0  0 

Fryer,  H.  C   2    2  0 

Glyn,  Sir  R.  G.,  Bart   500 

Goodden,  J.  R   110 

Hambro,  Sir  Everard    1000 

Ilchester,  The  Earl  of    10    0  0 

Ismay,  J.  H   10    0  0 

Manger,  A.  T   3    0  0 


99 

1911.  1911. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Annual  Sub- 
Donations  scription. 
£    8.   d.  £    s.  d. 

Pelly,  Sir  Harold,  Bart   200 

Peto,  Sir  Henry,  Bart                                               ..  330 

Porlarlinorton,  Lady  (Louisa)    3    0  0 

Portman,  The  Viscount   1000 

Salisbury,  The  Marquess  of,  G.C.V.0   10    0  0 

Shaftesbury,  The  Earl  of,  K.P.,  K.C.V.0   26-  13  0 

Stilwell,  H   110 

Williams,  Colonel  R.,  M.P   15    5  0 

Wiraborne,  The  Lady    1000 

Wingfield-Digby,  F.  J.  B   10    0  0 

Wynford,  The  Lord   500 

Youug,  The  late  J.J   0    2  6 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Agar,  E.  L   2    2  0 

Barton,  Harry  S.     . .    2    2  0 

Bostock,  S   10    0  0 

Bran  ford,  Mrs   2    2  0 

Canning,  A.  R   0    2  6 

Carter,  Edward    10  0 

Churcher,  George     . .        . .'        . .        . .        .  .        . .  110 

Clough.  A.  H.  and  Miss   5    0  0 

Connell.  A.  K   110 

Cooper,  Sir  George,  Bart.  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  1000 

Cust,  Miss   550 

Darling,  Sir  Charles  J   5    0  0 

Dunn,  A.  M   2    2  0 

Evans,  J.  Carbery    . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        , .  2    2  0 

Eyre,  The  Misses   5    0  0 

Franklyn,  A   2    2  0 

■  Fryer,  Capt.  C.G   110 

Harcourt,  The  Lady          ..        ..        .,        ..  500 

Heathcote,  Colonel  G.  R   2    0  0 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert  ..                 ..        ..        ..        ..  500 


5 

0 

0 

Lucas,  The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord 

25 

0 

0 

Manners,  The  Lord.. 

5 

0 

0 

Michell,  Rawdon  V.   

1 

1 

0 

Mills,  J.  D  

3 

0 

0 

Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  The  Lord  . . 

2 

2 

0 

Nicholson,  W.  G.,  M.P  

10 

10 

0 

Normanton,  The  Lord 

5 

0 

0 

Parker,  The  Lady  

Pulteuey,  K  

0 

0 

".  10 

0 

0 

100 


Subscriber's  Name. 


Selborne,  The  Earl  of 
Shelley,  Sir  John  C.  E.,  Bart. 
Stilwell,  J.  Pakenharn 

Tebbutt,  A  

Thresher,  Commander  W .  . . 

Wellington,  The  Duke  of  . . 
Willan,  Colonel  Frank 


1911. 


Donatior  s. 

£  8.  d. 


10    0  0 


191J. 
Annual  iSub- 
oCiiptioDS. 
£    H  d. 
10     0  0 
1     0  0 
1     1  0 

1     1  0 

1  0  0 

2  2  0 
5    0  0 


.  WILTSHIRE . 


Bankes,  Arthur 

Bath,  The  Marquis  of   

Beaufoy,  Mark 

Buckley,  Major  E.  D.  H  

10  0 
10    0  0 
5    0  0 
10  0 

Carpenter,  Joseph 
Cartwright,  Captain  H.  A. . , 
Coles,  Cary 
Colston,  Edward 

3    3  0 
10  0 
10  0 
3    3  0 

Dibben,  J.  H.   

0  10  () 

Eden,  B,.  H.  H  

0  10  6 

Fitzmaurice,  The  Lord, 

Fuller,  Robert   

10    0  0 
1    0  0 

Glenconner,  The  Lord 
Greville,  The  Hon.  Louis    . . 

5    0  0 
5    0  0 

Haines,  Basil  J. 

110 

Kinneir,  H.  . . 

0  10  0 

1    1  0 

Pender,  Sir  James,  Bart. 

Peto,  B^,sil  E.,  M.P  

Pye-Smith,  Ed.  F  

5    0  0 
5    5  0 
110 

Radnor,  The  Earl  of  

Rawlence  and  Squarey 

10  10  0 
110 

Shaw-Stewart,  Walter 
Stanford,  Charles 

10  0 
10  0 
10    0  0 

Trenchard,  J.  A. 

2    0  0 

Wyndham,  The  Hon.  Percy 

10  0 

lOI 


NORTH  EASTERN  SECTION. 
Yorkshire,  Durham  and  Northumberland. 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Bingley,  T.  H  

Briggs,  Riley . . 

Cobbold,  C.  H.  '  .. 

Deramore,  The  L6rd 

Eckersley,  J.  C  

Fairfax-Cholmeley,  H.  0.  . . 

Fife,  Major,  W.  H  

Foster,  R.  J  

Fitzwilliam,  The  lion.  H.  W. 

Gray,  E  

Godman,  Col.  A.  T. 

Hopkins,  W.  R.  Innes 

Hunter,  W.  S  

Huntriss,  W. . . 
Harries,  The  Lady  . . 

Kitchin,  The  Very  Rev.  Dean 

Maude,  W.  W  

Morrison-Bell,  Su-  C.  W.,  Bart. 

North  Eastern  Railway  Co. 

Peake,  Herbert 

Roddam,  R.  J. 

Saltmarshe,  P. 
Stanhope,  The  late  Sir  W.  Spencei 
St.  Quintin,  W.  H  

Windham,  Major  A. 
Wilson,  Henry  J. 


Donations. 
£    8.  d. 


50    0  0 


1911. 
Annual  Sub- 
scriptions. 

£  s.  d. 

1  1  0 

1  0  0 

0  2  6 
4  0  0 

1  1  0 

1  1  0 

1  1  0 

I  1  0 

1  1  0 

1  1  0 

0  5  0 

1  1  0 
10  10  0 

0  10  6 

1  0  0 

1  1  0' 


5  0  0 

0  10  0 

1  0  0 
1  1  0 
5  0  0 

1  1  0 

0  10  0- 
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NORTH  WALES  SECTION. 
Anglesey,  Carnarvon,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Merioneth  and  Montgomery. 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Anglesey,  The  Marquess 
Anglesey  Bulb  Syndicate 

Boston,  The  Lord    . . 

Cemlyn -Jones,  E.  W. 
Cotton,  Colonel  the  Hon.  R 

Davies,  David,  M.P. 
Davies,  W. 

Ellis,  Rupert  Williams 

Eox-Pitt,  Major  W.  A. 

Greaves,  W.  . . 
Gladstone,  W.  G.  C,  M.P. 

Harford,  J.  C. 
Haidcastle,  D.  A.    . . 

Pilkington,  Colonel  H. 

Roberts,  Sir  Owen  . . 
Roberts,  R.  Bo  wen  . . 


Stapleton 


1911, 


Donations. 
£   8.  d. 


2    2  0 


1911. 
Annual  Sub- 
scriptions. 
£    8.  d. 
21    1  0 
1    1  0 

10  10  0 

1  0  0 
1    0  0 

10  10  0 


1    0  0 


3    0  0 


5  0 
2  10 

1  1 

0  5 


3  0 
1  0 


1    0  0 


Yale,  G.  F.  C. 


0  10  6 
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NEW  SUBSCRIBERS 


Since  January  1st,  1912. 

1912.  1912. 

Subscriber's  Name.  Subscrip- 

Donations.  tions. 

£   s.   d.  £   s.  d. 

Archer,  J   100 

Day,  Herbert  A   2    2  0 

Grenfell,  A.  P   110 

Owen,  John   ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Rural  Leag-ue                   ..       ..       ..  110 

Rawstorne,  Henry  F.        . .       . .        . .        . .        . .  .10  0 

Scaramanga-Ralli,  C   10  10  0 


SOUTHERN  SECTION. 

Spark,  W.  T   110 


NORTH  EASTERN  SECTION. 

Barwick,  Sir  John  S   2    2  0 

Behrens,  Captain  Clive    10100 

Bell,  Sir  Hugh,  Bart                                                     15    00  1000 

BuDsen,  L.  H.  G.  de                                                      10  10    0  2    2  0 

Burtt,  Philip   550 

Coates,  W   110 

Dawnay,  Captain  the  Hon.  John   10  10  0 

Dent,  Major  J.  W   110 

Fairfax-Cholmeley,  Hugh  C   10  10  0 

Godman,  Colonel  A.  F   2    2  0 

Gray,  W.  C   2    2  0 

Harewood,  The  Earl    20    0  0 

Hitchcock,  Dr.  C.  K   110 

Jowett,  F.  McC   110 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R.,  M.P   10  0 

Meyer,  S.  W.    5    5  0 

Mott,  Colonel,  W.  H   110 

Orde-Powlett,  The  Hon.  W.  G.  A   2    0  0 

Pease,  Arthur  F.      . .        . .        , ,        . .        . .        . .  5    5  0 

Pease,  J.  R   110 

Reckitt,  Sir  James,  Bart     . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  2    2  0 

Ridley,  The  Viscount    25    0  0 

Rowntree,  Alfred   0100 

Rowntree,  Howard  D.        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Runciman,  The  Right  Hon.  Walter,  M.P   2    2  0 

Samuel,  The  Right  Hon.  H.  L.,  M.P   110 

Samuelson,  Francis  ..        ..        ..        .,        ..        ..  10    0  0 

Scott,  The  Rev.  W.  M   110 

Stobart,  H.  G.    10  0 

Sykes,  Major  Mark,  M.P   110 

Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society   20    0  0 

Wharton,  W.  H.  A   10    0  0 

Wharton,  the  late  Right  Hon.  J.  Lloyd   10    0  0 

Zetland,  The  Marquis        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  25    0  0 
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NORTH  WALES  SECTION. 


Subscriber's  Name. 


1912. 
Subscrip 
tion. 


Boston,  The  Lord 
Breese,  Charles  E. 
Buddicom,  H.  W. 
Davies,  D.  J. . , 
Davies,  H.  R. 
Davies,  J.  R. 
Edwards,  The  Eev.  W. 
EUis,  Sir  Herbert  M. 
Ellis,  Rupert  . . 
Evans,  A.  O. 
Evans  Brothers 
Fox-Pitt,  Major  W.  A. 
Georg-e,  W.    . . 
Griffith,  John 
Griffith,  Lewis 
Griffiths,  John 
Hancock,  F.  L. 
Hughes,  J. 
Hughes,  Robert 
Hurlbutt,  H. 
Jones,  William 
Lloyd  Edwards,  Colonel 
Lloyd,  Commander  P.  A. 
Lowe,  W.  F. 
Matthews,  T. 

Meikle,  R  

Morris,  E.  J. 
Neave,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart. 
Ormrod,  Oliver 
Owen,  E.  Jones 
Parry,  W.  J. 
Peel,  Hugh    . . 
Price,  H.  Bulkeley  . . 
Pritchard,  Ellis 
Pritchard  Jones,  Sir  T. ,  Bart 
Reade,  The  Lady 
Roberts,  J ohn  Evans 
Roberts,  R.  Bo  wen  . . 
Roberts,  Sir  T.  R.    . . 
Roberts,  Thomas 
Stanley,  The  Hon.  A.  : 
Sheffield,  The  Lord 
Venables  Kyrke,  R.  H 
Venmore,  J.   .  . 
Verney,  Sir  H.,  Bart.,  M.P 
Williams,  T.  E. 
Wynne  Finch,  Mrs 
Yorke,  Philip 


£ 

s. 

d. 
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APPENDIX  F. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  AFFILIATED  SOCIETIES. 


Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 
Anglesey  Eastern  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Anglesey  Western  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Anglesey  Bulb  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  . . 
Arderne  Association,  Ltd. 
Ashington  and  Hirst  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 
Aylestone  Co-operative  Allotments,  Ltd. 

Battle  Bridge  Allotments,  Ltd. 

Biggleswade  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd 
Borough  of  Poole  Allotments  Association.  Ltd. 
Bramshaw  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Brandsby  Agi  icultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd.  . . 
Brotherhood  Trust  Extension  Society,  Ltd.  . . 

Bushey  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd 

Cadoxton  and  District  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd. 
Caerphilly  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Cardiff  Landholders  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. . 
Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.   . . 
Carterton  and  District  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Co-operative  Society 

Ltd  

Castlemorton  Agricultural  Credit  Society 
Cheshunt  Land  Club  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . . 
Chipping  Norton  and  District  Egg  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd. 
Cirencester  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 
Ciophill  Agricultural  Credit  Society  . . 
Clynderwen  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 
Coleshill  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. . . 
Cornwall  County  Farm  and  Dairy  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Cottenham  Small  Holders',  Ltd. 
Coventry  Allotments,  Ltd. 
Craven  Tenants  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. . . 
Cradoc  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Croxley  Green  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. 

Darley  Farmers,  Ltd.    . . 
Dovedale  Dairy  Association,  Ltd. 

Dysynni  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . . 

Elm  and  District  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
Emlyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
East  Sussex  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 
East   Worcestershire    Small   Holdings   and  Allotments  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd. 


0    5  0 


io6 

£  8.  d. 

Framlingham  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  , .    3    3  0 

Frampton-on- Severn  and  District  Farmers' Association,  Ltd.     ..  ..046 

Friskney  Agricultural  Credit  Society          ..        ..        ..        ..  ..066 

Froomes'  Hill  Co-operative  Credit  Society    . .        . .        . .        . .  ..026 

Germansweek  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0  10  0 

Gower  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.          . .        •  •        . .  ..100 

Great  Saughall  and  District  Faimers' Association,  Ltd.   ..        ..  ..050 

Guildford  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd.   . .        . .  ..124 

Halstead  Small  Holders'  Society,  Ltd.        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..028 

Ham  worthy  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.   ..        ..        ..        ..  . .    0  12  11 

Hargrave  Small  Holders,  Ltd. . .        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..036 

Hawarden  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ..110 

Hedge  End  Agricultural  Credit  Society       ..        ..        ..        ..  ..076 

Herefordshire  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. . .  . .    0    5  0 

Higham  Ferrers  Small  Holders,  Ltd. ..        ..        ..        ,.        ..  .,020 

High  Wycombe  and  District  Small  Holders  and  Allotment  Holders,  Ltd.    0    7  6 

Horsham  and  West  Sussex  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    2    7  6 

Hunsingore  Farmers' and  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.       ..  ..    0  10  0 

King's  Langley  and  District  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.    10  0 

Leamington  Hastings  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.         . ,        . .  ..022 

Limpsfield  District  Credit  Society     ..        ..        ..        ..       ..  ..036 

Lincolnshire  and  Norfolk  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.      . .  . .  110 

Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..0168 

Llanrwst  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         ..  ..    0  12  6 

LlaneUy  and  District  Farmers'  Society,  Ltd.          . .        . .        . .  ..220 

Llangadock  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ..100 

Llangynwyd  Farmers'  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Mansfield  Woodhouse  Co-operative  Small  Holdings   and  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd,          . .        . .        . .       . .        . ,        . .  ,,050 

Mansfield  Woodhouse  Co-operative  Credit  Society. .        .,  .,050 

Market  Weighton  and  District  Farmers' Supply  Association,  Ltd.  ..    0    2  6 

Marshland  and  Wingland  Agriculturial  Tradng  Association,  Ltd.  ..    0  15  0 

Marton  and  District  Growers' Association,  Ltd.     ..       ,.        ..  ..0120 

Mere  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd.        . .        . .       . ,        . .  ..050 

Merriott  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Depot,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ,.050 

Merrow  Land  Club,  Ltd,        . .        . .        , .        . .        . .        . .  ,,032 

Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . ,  ..440 

Mountsorrel  and  District  Credit  Society       . .        . .        . .        . .  ..050 

Newborough  District  Land  Society,  Ltd.     ..        .,        ..        ..  ,,080 

New  Quay  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         ..        ,.        ..        ..  ..200 

Newport  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.          , .  .,220 

Nidderdale  Dairy,  Ltd. ..       ..        ..        ..       ,,       ..       .,  ..110 

North  Brorasgrove  Market  Gardeners,  Ltd...        ..        ..        ..  ..0100 

North- West  Flintshire  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd,  . ,  ,,096 

Oadby  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd,     . .        . .  , .    Oil  6 

Oadby  Credit  Society  032 

Oakley  and  District  Smallliolders'  and  Farmers',  Ltd.      . .        . ,  ,,060 

Oswestry  District  Farmers,  Ltd.       ..        ..                ..        ..  ..0100 

Oswestry,  Weston-Rhyn  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd.       ..        .,  ..    0  14  8 


£  s.  d. 

Padiham  and  District  Farmers' Trading  Society,  Ltd  0  10  6 

Penrhyncoch  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd   ..0100 

Pen  Selwood,  Bourton  and  District  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.         . .  ..084 

Pickering  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .  ..026 

Plumstead  Common  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.        ..        ..        ..  ..1116 

Potton  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0710 

Potton  End  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.       . .       . .        . .  ..020 

Pumpsaint  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..    0  13  0 

Radstock  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .  ..066 

Reading  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.        ..  ..    0  10  0 

Ripon  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..012 

Ropley,  Medstead,  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society,  Ltd.  . .  10  0 
Ruislip,    Northwood   Co-operative  Small    Holdings  and  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd.   0  15  0 

Ryton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..    0  10  6 

Saffron  Walden  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ..110 

Scalford  Dairy,  Ltd  10  0 

Sea  why  Agricultural  Credit  Society   ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  .,050 

Sherston  Co-operative  Milling  Society,  Ltd.          . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Soham  Small  Holders,  Ltd .      ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..058 

South  Midlands  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  . .    1  10  8 

Spalding  and  District  Agricultural  Credit  Society  ..        ..  ..0100 

St.  Bride's  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.          ..        ..        ..  ..0120 

St.  Budeaux  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..  ..096 

Stotfold  Co-operative  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. ..        ..        ..        ..  ..100 

Sutcombe  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.   . .  ..050 

Sutton  Valence  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0100 

Swanwick  and  District  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd. . .        . .  . .     2  13  0 

Timberland  and  District  Agricultural  Union,  Ltd. . .        ..        ..  ..090 

Tiptree  and  District  Credit  Society    ..         .        ,.        ..        ..  ..050 

Tiverton  Farmers'  and  Shire  Horse  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  . .    0  14  2 

Victoria  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..  ..0180 

Walkden  and  District  Farmers'  Milk  Supply,  Ltd.          . .        . .  ..050 

Water  Orton  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd.       . .  ..048 

"West  Midland  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..220 

West  Sussex  and  Hants  Dairy  Farmers,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..  ..110 

Wetherby  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .  ..046 

Whissonsett  Small  Holders  Credit  Society    ..        ,.        ..        ..  ..040 

Wharfedale  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd.     . ,        . .        . .  .10  0 

Wiggenhall  Agricultural  Credit  Society      ..        ..        ..        ..  ..076 

Winchester  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd. . .  ..400 

Wnion  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  ..0148 

WoUaston  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..076 

Wootton  (Beds.)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .  . .    0    5  0 

raiding  Farmers,  Ltd.           . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..0124 


£104    8  .  5 
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BAILEY,  SLOPER  &  CO. 

Established  in  1825  (for  over  Fifty  Years  at  Curtain  Road,  the 
Home  of  the  Furnishing  Trade  ,  as  Manufacturers  to  the  Trade. 

For  many  years  supplied  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  almost  exclusively,  and 
consequently  a  large  number  of  the  Members;  and  also 
the  Agricultural  Organization  Society. 

 Ark  now  Sipplying   Direct  to  Consl'mkrs.   


FUR  N  ITU  RE.—  Fitments  —  Carpets  ~  Curtains  —  and  every  article 
requisite  for  complete  equipment  of  Homes  of  every 
degree—Mansions— Cottages—Flats— Hotels— Offices— 
Public  Institutions,  etc. ,  at  Lowest  Rock  Bottom 
Prices* 

Having-  rrduccHi  expenses  to  a  nominal  percentag^e  are  prepared  to  quote 
for  complete  tin-nisliinii"  (or  sin^-Ie  articles)  gfreatly  to  the  advantag-e  of  the 
Buyers.  Our  intimate  knowledge  and  experience  enables  us  to  assure 
Customers  of  certain  satisfaction  with  all  busines  entrusted  to  our  care. 

References  to  Customers  who  have  honoured  us  continut^usly 
for  many  years— as  to  satisfactor}'  qualit\  and  honest  dealing-. 
iEstimates  with  Special  Drawings  and  Suggestions  made  Free  of  Charge. 


Sloper's 

Patent 

Window 
Cleaner 

Patent  5058/10 
Enables    Outside    of  win- 
dows to  be  cleaned  from 
inside. 


Sold  by  all  Retail  Dealers  o 
post  paid  from 
32,  Milk  Street,  E.C. 

Price  1/6 

Polished  Handle  1/9 

Packed  in  Box. 


Directions  for  use  sent  from 
Depot,  32,  Miik  Street,  E.C. 


"  A  Hfe-s;iving- invention  ;  save  money  by  using  this  valuable  little  apparatus.  No  need 
to  hire  protessional  window  cleaners." — Ladies'  Field. 

"  A  long  felt  want.  Difficulty  ot  cleaning  outside  of  casements  and  dangerous  windows 
ox  ercome.  ' —  U^fldotis. 

32  MILK  ST.,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


(late  curtain  road) 


Telegrams:  "Jardiniere,  London." 


Telephone  :  4304  City. 


BAILEY,  SLOPER  &  Co.  are  prepared  to  take  old  furniture,  etc.,  in 
exchang-e  and  allow  fair  prices. 
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The  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society^  Limited. 

Formed  in  1863  by  the  uniting  of  local  Co-operative  Societies 
to  obtain  Wholesale  Supplies  under  Co-operative  Control. 

The  Federation 


Now  includes  1,158  Societies,  representing  2,067,776  individual 
Members. 

Offices^  Salerooms  and  Warehouses 

At  MANCHESTER,  NEWCASTLE,  LONDON,  Bristol, 
Cardiff,  Liverpool,  Northampton,  and  at  Longton  (for 
Crockery  only). 

Salerooms 


At  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Nottingham,  Blackburn  and 
Birmingham. 

Purchasing  and  Forwarding  Depots 

In  Ireland,  on  the  Continent,  in  America,  and  Australia. 

The  Business  includes— 

Wholesale  dealing  of  all  kinds.  Banking,  Flour  Milling 
(Largest  Millers  in  U.K.),  Tea  Growing  and  Blending,  Fruit 
Growing,  Butter  Making,  Bacon  Curing,  Shipping,  Packing  of 
Groceries  and  Drugs,  Printing,  Tanning  and  Fellmongering, 
the  Making  of  Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  Biscuits,  Cakes,  Sweets, 
Preserves,  Jellies,  Candied  Peels,  Pickles  and  Vinegar  Brewing, 
Soap,  Candles,  Glycerine,  Starch,  Lard,  Boots  and  Shoes, 
Saddlery,  Cloth  and  Clothing,  Silesias,  Lining  and  Cotton  Cloths, 
Mantles,  Millinery,  Shirts,  Shirtings,  Corsets,  Underclothing, 
Hosiery,  Flannels,  Tobacco,  Cigars,  Cigarettes,  Snuff,  Furniture, 
Brushes,  Bedsteads,  Fire  Irons,  Ironmongery,  Tinware,  Paints 
and  Varnishes,  etc.,  etc. 

EMPLOYING    NEARLY   20,00^  WORKERS. 

Annual  Sales  nearly  £28,000,000. 

Annual  Dividend  to  Societies  over  £416,000. 


Head  Office  :  1,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 


I  lO 


IMPERIAL  ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

LIMITED. 

Head  Office :  17,  Pall  Mall  East,  I^ONDON,  S.W. 

FARMERS'    INSURANCES-LOWEST  RATES. 

HORSES  and  CATTLE  INSURED.  DEATH  from  Accident  or  Disease 
STALLIONS  INSURED  against  DEATH  or  DISABLEMENT. 

MARES  INSURED  for  FOALING,  also  LOSS  of  FOALS. 
COLTS  for  CASTRATION. 
FARMERS*  LIABILITY  for  ACCIDENTS  to  LABOURERS. 

FARMERS'  PERSONAL  ACCIDENTS. 

CLAIMS    PAID,  £500,000. 

Agents  Wanted.  Prospectlses  Post  Free.         B.  S.  ESSEX,  Manager. 


TO    FARMERS,    MARKET  GARDENERS, 
HORTICULTURISTS,  &c.,  &c. 

Nitrogen  is  a  plant  food  which  can  be  effectively 
supplied  to  crops  and  plants  at  almost  any  stage 
of  their  growth.  The  best  and  cheapest  method 
of  doing  this  is  in  the  form  of 

NITRATE 
OF  SODA 

which,  owing  to  its  quick  action,  may  be  used 
with  advantage  at  any  time  during  active  growth. 

Pamphlets  containing-  particulars  and  directions  as  to  its  use  may  be  ob- 
tained g-ratis  and  post  free  from  The  Chilean  Nitrate  Committee, 
Friars  House,  New  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C. 


1 1 1 


STREET  AND  DISTRICT  COLLECTING 

DEPOT  ■  Limited, 

OFFER  to  all  Co-operators  the  benefit  of  their  wide  experience  with 
egg-   packing   which    has  resulted  in  the   production   of    strong,  light, 

safe  and  cheap 

EGG  BOXES 

which  are  easy  to  pack  and  unpack  and  are  sent  out    complete  with 
improved   and   interchangeable   leather   board   fittings   and  wood  wool 
layers.    Name  and  Station  stencilled  without  extra  charge. 


WEIGHT. 

7  lbs. 

PRICE- 

2/4 

10  „ 

3/- 

18  „ 

4/6 

25  „ 

6/- 

Leather  Board  Fittings  (to  take  30  eggs 
each)   1/6  per  dozen,  15/-  per  gross, 
f.o.r.  Glastonbury.  Wood  Wool  6/-  per 
cwt  f.o.r.  London. 


Full  Particulars  of  these  and  also  of  our 

Eggs  for  Incubating, 

Day  Old  Chickens, 

5iA  Weeks  Old  Chickens,  Sc., 

Will  be  sent  promptly  on  receipt  of  post  card. 


BUSINESS  TERMS- Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  remittance. 
Consignments  are  sent  Carriage    forward    unless    otherwise  arranged. 

Presidefif  and  Treasnter :—         C.  Morland.     Secretary: — W.  Reynolds. 
Bajikers  .—Wilts  &  Dorset,  Glastonbury. 


DRESS—  Street  Farm,  Street  S.O., Somerset, 


POSTAL 
AD 


Railway  Station -Glastonbury-         Telegrams- Reynolds  Street.  Somerset. 


I  I  2 


When  one  of  your  animals  catches  a  cold  from  exposure,  and 
is  **tucked'up*'  and  **shivering**  YITALIS  is  what  the  animal 
needs*  A  dose  (one  wineglassful)  given  immediately  in  a  drop 
of  hot  water  acts  like  a  charm,  and  wards  off  further  danger. 
Don*t  hesitate — don't  say  **I  will  wait  and  see — 
perhaps  he  will  be  better  to-morrow.** 


THE  BEST  DRINK 
"'All  ANIMAIS 


the  Urine, 
BLi^N 


TIPPER^ 

VITALIS 

8    for  3  Bottles.    30/   for  1  2 

Costs  Sixpence  per  dose. 

B.  C.  TIPPER  &  SON, 
The  Veterinary  Chemical  Works,  BIRMINGHAM. 


WRITE  TO-DAY  FOR  SOME. 

J.  H.  Stokes,  Dealer  in  Hunters  and  High-class  Riding  Horses,  Nether 
House,  Great  Bowden,  Market  Harboro',  writes  : 

"Your  Agent  was  here  to-day  and  I  ordered  12  dozen  of  your 

VITALIS  as  I  find  there  is  nothing  I  have  used  to  be  com- 
pared with  it. " 


RAYLITE  XX 

(Registered  Trade  Mark  and  Patented) 

EGG  BOX  FOR  RAIL. 


LIGHT,  CHEAP,  SECURE. 


A  strong  box  made  principally  from  light  but  strong  three- 
ply  board,  well  battened  with  hazel  pine,  wire  bound  at  the  ends, 
lid  hinged,  and  fitted  with  hasp  and  staple,  printed  on  four  sides 
Eggs,"  and  on  lids  "  Eggs  with  care,"  stained  cherry  colour, 
lid  lined  inside  with  two  thicknesses  of  corrugated  and  felt, 
fitted  with  Leather  Board  "  RAYLITE  "  PATENT  FITTINGS. 


Box  to  hold 

6  doz.  Eggs 

9  n 

12  „ 


Each 

4/9 
53 

5/9 
6/3 


Empty  box 
weighs 

.    6.|  lbs. 

••  n  „ 

^2  )) 

..  %  „ 


Box  to  hold 

15  doz.  Eggs 
20  „ 
25  „ 
30  „ 


Each 

6/9 
8/- 
9/- 
10/- 


Empty  box 
weighs 

.  11  lbs. 

•  m  „ 

■  14J  „ 

■  15^  „ 


Special  Tentns  for  these  Boxes  to  Members  A.O.S, 


THOS.  P.  BETHELL, 

Patentee  and  Sole  Manufacturer  of  the  "  Raylite" 
System  of  Packing  and  Forwarding  Eggs. 

"CROWN"  WORKS,  42,  BOUNDARY  PLACE,  LIVERPOOL. 


Illustrated  Catalocu  k  post  free  on  request,  showing'  over   a  dozen 
varieties  of  Egg  Boxes  to  select  from,  also  "  Unique  "  Live  Chick  Boxes. 


THE  AVON  MANURE  CO.,  LTD. 

BRISTOL. 

Manufacturers  of 

SPECIAL  MANURES 

for  all  crops. 

SnPERPHOSPHATES,  BONE  MANURES. 

Telephone  1476  EAST. 

ISi  STEPNEY  PRESS, 

General  Printers, 


Supply 

PROSPECTUSES,  BALANCE  SHEETS, 

SEALS,  RULES, 
APPLICATION  FORMS,    MINUTE  BOOKS, 

OFFICE  STATIONERY,  and 
ACCOUNT  BOOKS  FOR   .  . 

.    .   AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES. 


43,  WHITE  HORSE  LANE,  STEPNEY, 

LONDON,  E. 


oneX'all 


THE  BRAND  GUARANTEES    .  . 

.    ONE  &  ALL  QUALITY. 

See  the  Brand  on  EVERY  Packet. 
ONE  &  ALL  SEEDS  are  reliable,  pure  and  guaranteed. 
They  are  supplied  in  sealed  packets,  convenient  in  size  for 
larg-e  and  small  gfardens  and  greenhouses,  viz.  :  Id.,  3d., 
and  6d.  each. 

Each  packet  bears  the  Trade  Mark,  "One  &  All,"  in  a 
garter. 

Each  packet  has  an  imprint  of  signature  of  the  Managing 
Director. 

Each  packet  is  dated  with  the  year  of  issue. 


SEEDS 


Established  1867. 


ONE  &  ALL  RENOVATING  MIXTURE 

FOR   RESTORING  PERMANENT  PASTURES. 
Sow  8  lbs.  to  16  lbs.  per  Acre  costing  8/-  to  171-  per  Acre. 

No.  30. — Reno\'ating  Mixture,  especially  prepared  for  improving  pastures  contains  really 
permanent  Grasses  and  Clovers  of  the  very  best  quality.  Purity  and  germination 
guaranteed.    Per  lb..  Is.  Id.;  115s.  per  cwt. 

No.  31. — Renovating  Mixture,  contains  the  same  kinds  and  same  guaranteed  quality  of 
Grasses  and  Clovers  as  in  No.  30,  but  with  a  proportion  of  best  Perennial  Rye  Grass 
ensuring  quicker  growth  and  reducing  the  cost  of  the  mixture.  Per  lb..  Is.;  per 
cwt. .  105s. 


oneXall 


Fertilisers 


ONE  &  ALL  GRASS  FERTILISER  top  dressed  when  growth  is  commencing, 
rapidly  restores  pastures.       No.  73  Dressing  (5  cwt.T.  24/-  per  acre. 

ONE  &  ALL  DAIRY  CAKE 

FOR   MILK   PRODUCTION   AND  ENRICHMENT. 

£9  Os.  Od.  per  Ton  f.o.r.  London  bags  included. 

O^E  &  ALL  is  the  registered  Trade  Mark  of  the  AGRICULTURAL  AND  HORTICUL- 
TURAL ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED.  Mutual  Society  founded  in  1867  b>-  Judge  Thomas 
Hughes,  Q.C.  (Tom  Brown),  John  Ruskin,  Edward  Vansittart  Neaie.  Lord  Mount 
Temple,  and  other  distinguished  friends 
of  purity  of  suppl)-.  Names  and  address 
of  nearest  local  Agent,  Catalogues,  and 
other  details,  post  free  on  application  to 


M A. V AGING  DIRECTOR. 

WHOLESALE  SEED  WAREHOUSES: 

92,   LONG  ACRE,   LONDON,  W.C. 


ONE  VALL. 


OIL 

CAKES 


1 16 


ESTABLISHED  OVER  THREE-QUARTERS  OF  A  CENTURY. 

THOMAS  VIGKERS  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

IRanufacturers  of  ♦  .  . 

SUPERPHOSPHATES  (all  grades) 
BONE  COMPOUNDS 
PURE  DISSOLVED  BONES 
And  other  Fertilisers. 


Prices  on  Application  to  Agents,  or  to  Head  Office : 

MILES  PLATTING,  MANCHESTER 

WORKS  r 

MANCHESTER,   WIDNES,    and  SANDBACH. 


ESTABLISHED  1821. 

MOBRIS  &  GRIFFIN, 

NEWPORT,  MON. 

Manufacturers  of   .   .  . 

GENUINE  FERTILISERS 

SUPERPHOSPHATES  of  all  grades 

PURE   DISSOLVED  BONES  and 
BONE  COMPOUNDS 

PURE  STEAMED  BONE  MEAL 

(63%  Phosphates,  f  %  Ammonia) 

PURE  ENGLISH  RAW  BONE  MEAL 

SUTTONS 


THE  FINEST  STRAINS  OFFERED 

UNSURPASSED  FOR  QUALITY  AND  PRODUCTIVENESS 


For  the 
FARM 

SUTTON'S 
PEDIGREE 
ROOT 
SEEDS. 

SUTTON'S 
GRASS 

Mid 
CLOVER 
SEEDS, 
die*  •  •  • 


IUustrftt«d  CaUlogttet 

Pott  fTM. 


Over 

530 

GOLD,  etc., 
MEDALS 
have  been 
awa^rded  lor 
the  produce  of 
SUTTON'S 
S££DS, 

and  moreover 
Messrs.  SUTTON'S 
customers  have 
won  more  than 

£20,000 

in  Prizes  and 
Premiums  lor 
SWEDES  only. 


Tor  the 
GARDEN 

SUTTON'S 

VEGETABLE 
SEEDS, 
SUTTON'S 

FLOWER 

SEEDS. 
SUTTON'S 

FLOWERING 

BULBS. 

etc.  .  .  . 


lUustratod  Catalotfa«t 

POftt  fTM, 


SUTTON  &  SONS* 

The  King's  Seedmen,  READING. 


A.O.S. 


THE  REPORT 

OF  THE 

AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION 
SOCIETY 

FOR  THE 

YEAR    ENDED    MARCH  31st, 

1914. 


PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


London : 

THE  STEPNEY  PRESS,  TRADE  UNION  PRINTERS, 
43  WHITE  HORSE  LANE,  E. 


IMPERIAL  ACCIDENT 


INSURANCE  COMPANY 


17  PALL  MALL  EAST,  LONDON,  S.W. 


The  Rt,  Hon.  Lord  Wrotteslev.     Richard  Marker,  Esq.,  J. P.,  D.L. 


FARMERS'  INSURANCES-LOW  Rates. 


HORSES  and  CATTLE  INSURED  against  DEATH  from 
Accident  or  Disease.  COLTS  JNSURED  for  CASTRATION. 
STALLIONS  INSURED  against  DEATH  or  DISABLEMENT. 
HUNTERS  INSURED  against  DEATH  or  DISABLEMENT 


IMPERIAL  FOALING  POLICIES. 


SPECIAL  ADVANTAGES!  GREAT  BENEFITS !  LOW  RATES! 

Full  Market  Value  of  Mares  Insurable. 

Foals  Insured  to  31st  December,  or  to  expiry  of  Annual  Policy. 
Full  Amount  Paid  for  the  Foal  if  Cast  any  time. 
Double  Amount  payable  for  Foal  after  three  months  old. 
Large  Cash  Payment  for  Barren  Mares. 


rmperlal    is  tbe  Farmers'  Companp. 


Established  1878. 


CLAIMS  PAID 

\  -pectus  Post  Free. 


£500,000. 

A.  W.  Hewett.  Mtv^ager. 


A.O.S. 


THE  REPORT 

OF  THE 

AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION 
SOCIETY 

FOR  THE 

YEAR    ENDED    MARCH  31st, 

1914. 


PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


London : 

THE  STEPNEY  PRESS,  TRADE  UNION  PRINTERS, 
43  WHITE  HORSE  LANE,  E. 


—"CERES'  — 
RIGK-GLOTHS  &  STAGK-SHEETS 


ORGANIZATION  1^  tZTZ, 

and  material.  A  "Ceres'  Rickcloth 
will  save  time,  and  can  be  relied  upon 
to  effectually  protect  your  stack  and 
prevent  the  waste  of  good  material- 


J.  RANDS  &  JECKELL, 
Ipswich   

SACK,  RICK-CLOTII  AND  TENT 
Manufacturers  to  H.M.  THE  KING. 
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The  Agricultural  Organization  Society. 

ITS  AIMS^ 

The  Agricultural  Organization  Society  exists  for  the  purpose 
of  advocating  the  principles  of  co-operation  amongst  agriculturists, 
and  of  giving  advice  and  assistance  in  the  formation  and  organiza- 
tion of  properly  registered  Co-operative  Agricultural  Societies  in 
suitable  districts  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

The  Agricultural  Organization  Society  does  no  trade  and 
makes  no  profit. 

It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  but  receives  a 
grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  from  the  Development 
Fund  in  aid  of  its  work  in  the  promotion  of  co-operation  in  con- 
nection with  the  cultivation  of  small  holdin^^s  and  allotments. 

The  Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  formed  in  different 
localities  are  entirely  self-supporting  and  self-governed. 

These  Societies  become  affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organiza- 
tion Society  by  the  payment  of  a  small  subscription  which  entitles 
them  to  many  benefits.  The  Societies  have  the  whole  of  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  central  society  at  their  disposal ; 
they  are  advised  in  matters  of  policy  and  are  helped  with  their 
books  and  assisted  in  negotiations  with  Government  Departments, 
Railway  Companies,  etc.  In  addition,  the  affiliated  societies  all 
over  the  country  are  brought  into  contact  with  one  another. 

The  Principal  Objects  of  these  Local  Societies  are:— 

<1)  To  Purchase  for  their  members. 

(a)  Manures,  Seeds,  Feeding  Stuff's,  Implements,  etc.,  on 
Wholesale  terms  from  the  Manufacturers,  Importers,  or  Whole- 
sale Merchants,  a  small  profit  being  charged  to  cover  management 
expenses. 

(b)  To  attempt  to  secure,  the  purity  of  Feeding  Stuff's,  Seeds, 
and  Manures,  the  guarantees  for  which  are  often  misleading  or 
insufficient  for  the  information  of  the  purchaser.  Co-operative 
Societies  are  better  able  to  protect  their  members  in  their  pur- 
chases, for  even  when  the  proper  guarantees  are  given,  farmers, 
as  individuals,  rarely  have  analyses  made. 

(2)  To  secure^the  best^Market  for  the  sales  of  produce.   

(a)  By  organizing  the  Milk  supply  on  a  co-operative  basis,  so 
that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  profits  may  be  secured  for  the 
farmers. 

[b]  By  establishing  co-operative  Butter  and  Cheese  factories  in 
suitable  districts. 
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{c)  By  establishing  co-operative  Egg  and  Poultry  Depots  for 
sorting-,  grading  and  packing. 

(d)  By  grading  and  packing  fruit,  in  order  to  place  it  on  the 
market  in  a  fresh  and  attractive  condition. 

(e)  By  organizing  the  disposal  of  Wool,  so  that  sheep  growers 
may  have  it  properly  classed  and  packed  and  so  secure  good  prices 
from  the  Wool  merchants. 

(/)  By  organizing  co-operative  Markets,  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
disposal,  and  to  break  down  the  rings  formed  against  the  producer, 

(g-)  To  reduce  the  cost  of  transport,  by  bulking  consignments 
and  by  arranging  terms  with  railway  companies  and  carriers. 

(3)  To  open  up  remote  districts  by  Motor  Traction. 

In  a  district  where  the  railway  facilities  were  inadequate,  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  induced  the  nearest  railway 
company  to  run  a  Motor  Goods  Service  between  one  of  its 
Stations  and  the  depots  of  a  Co-operative  Society  formed  in  the 
outlying  district,  the  local  Society  acting  as  agent  for  the  traffic  at 
its  end  of  the  route. 

<4)  To  hire  or  buy  Pedigree  Stallions,  Bulls,  etc,  for  the  use  of  their 
members  at  reasonable  fees. 

(5)  To  arrange  for  all  kinds  of  Agricultural  Insurance. 

The  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society, 
Ltd.,  has  been  formed  to  enable  members  of  agricultural  co-opera- 
tive societies  to  secure  the  profits  on  their  own  insurance.  Smaller 
local  insurance  societies  or  clubs"  enable  their  members  to  insure 
economically  their  horses,  cows,  and  pigs  by  co-operating  with  one 
another. 

<6)  To  acquire  land  and  sub-let  ii  to  members  in  small  holdings  or 
allotments. 

Under  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1908,  local 
authorities  are  empowered  to  let  land  to  associations  ^'so  consti- 
tuted that  the  division  of  profits  amongst  the  members  is  prohibited 
or  restricted."  Many  societies  have  been^  formed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  provision. 

<7)  To  establish  Agricultural  Credit  Societies. 

The  need  of  cheap  credit  for  the  productive  purposes  of 
farmers,  small  cultivators,  allotment  holders,  and  the  labouring 
classes  generally,  is  very  great.  Large  farmers  as  a  rule  can  obtain 
monetary  advances,  whereas  smaller  ones  are  often  unable  to  do 
so.  The  object  of  Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit  Societies 
(which  are  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies'  Act  or  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act)  is  to  help  the  smaller 
agriculturists  to  obtain,  by  combination,  the  advantage  of  easy 
credit. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Agricultural  Organization  Society, 


FOR  THE  TWELVE  MONTHS  ENDED  MARCH  3 1st,  1914. 


HE  present  report  covers  the  year  from  April    ist,  1913^ 


to  March  31st,  1914,  that  is  to  say,  the  thirteenth  year  since 


the  formation  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  in 
1901,  and  the  second  since  its  reconstitution  in  191 2. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  report,  when  compared  with  those 
of  previous  years,  occupies  a  much  smaller  number  of  pages. 
When  the  European  War  broke  out  at  the  end  of  July,  1914,  the 
whole  of  the  report  was  practically  complete  in  manuscript,  while 
the  present  Appendices  were  already  in  the  printer's  hands.  In 
view  of  the  desirability,  at  a  time  of  national  crisis,  of  economising 
our  financial  resources,  it  was  decided  to  epitomise  the  remainder 
of  the  report  into  the  shortest  possible  compass. 


Although  it  is  impossible  to  draw  a  clear  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  spheres  of  organization  and  of  propaganda,  or  again 
between  the  work  of  the  central  association  and  work  the  credit  of 
which  properly  belongs  to  the  affiliated  societies,  we  will  adopt 
the  course  of  first  considering  the  more  important  developments 
which  have  taken  place  within  the  movement  during  the  course 
of  the  year,  and  then  we  will  briefly  review  the  more  general 
propaganda  which  is  undertaken  by  the  A.O.S. 

The  total  membership  of  agricultural  co-operative  societies  in 
England  and  Wales  on  December  31st,  1913,  was  over  46,000, 
and  the  value  of  the  business  which  they  had  transacted  during 
191 3  was  ;^2, 144,000. 

The  net  increase  in  the  number  of  A.O.S.  affiliated  societies 
from  March,  1913,  to  March,  1914,  was  61.    Those  which  were  in 


(1)  Affiliated  Societies. 


existence  on    March  31st,   1914,  may  be  classified  as  follows, 

according-  to  the  object  of  their  work  : — 

Societies  for  the  Supply  of  Requirements  and  Sale 

of  Produce           ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  202 

Dairy,  Bottled  Milk,  and  Cheesemakipgf  Societies  ...  30 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies    195 

Agricultural  Credit  Societies  ...        ...        ...        ...  56 

Egg  and  Poultry  Societies      ...        ...        ...        ...  24 

Miscellaneous  Societies          ...        ...        ...        ...  28 

Cattle  Insurance  Society         ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Central  Co-operative  Agricultural  Bank,  Limited  ...  i 

Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society   i 

Agricultural  and  General   Co-operative  Insurance 

Society,  Limited    ...        ...       ...        ...        ...  i 

539 

For  fuller  statistics  see  Appendix  F. 

(2)  Financial  Position. 

The  audited  statement  of  accounts  for  the  financial  year 
-ended  March  31st,  1914,  will  be  found  on  pages  58-61.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  income  of  the  Society  was  1,675  i^^.  lod.,  its 
expenditure  1,280  13s.  5d.,  and  that  there  is  a  surplus  balance 
of  under  £^00  to  be  carried  forward.  This  surplus  has  been 
arrived  at  after  writing  off  the  furniture  and  fittings  and  stock  of 
stationery  at  the  Head  Office  and  Branch  Offices. 

During  the  year  the  sum  of  ;^i,268  is.  gd.  was  refunded  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  being  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  previous  year  which  was  claimed  by  the  Treasury. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  subscriptions  and  donations,  and 
it  is  very  gratifying  that  there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  affiliation 
contributions  from  societies.  This  year  they  amounted  to 
£,22/^  6s.  9d.,  as  against  £So  12s.  yd.  last  year. 

(3)  Position  of  the  Movement. 

Owing  to  the  additional  financial  assistance  accorded  to  the 
Society  since  its  reconstitution  in  191 2,  we  have  found  it  possible 
to  increase  the  scope  of  our  work  and  to  undertake  propaganda 
and  organization  to  an  extent  which  would  have  been  impracticable 
at  a  time  when  our  activities  were  crippled  at  every  turn  by  the 
total  inadequacy  of  the  funds  at  our  command,  but  although  it  is 
now  possible  to  extend  our  work  in  directions  which  were  almost 
undreamt  of  under  old  conditions,  we  are  still  continually  faced  by 
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demands  upon  our  resources  which  we  find  it  difficult  to  meet. 
This  is  inevitably  the  case,  for  every  fresh  development  opens  out 
the  possibility  of  still  further  development  ;  in  fact  there  is  hardly 
any  limit  to  the  opportunities  for  organization  and  propaganda 
that  would  present  themselves  to  a  society  which  was  in  a  position 
to  command  funds  capable  of  expansion  to  the  needs  of  the 
occasion. 

We  would  therefore  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  present  activity  of  the  Society  all  over  the  country  cannot  be 
maintained  unless  additional  funds  from  voluntary  sources  are 
forthcoming-.  Yet  the  need  for  agricultural  organization  is,  per- 
haps, more  imperative  than  ever.  It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable 
fact  that  in  the  original  draft  of  the  annual  report,  written  several 
weeks  before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  ^War,  an  appeal  had 
been  made  for  the  further  support  of  the  agricultural  movement  on 
the  ground  of  the  present  dependence  of  the  nation  on  food  sup- 
plies coming  from  a  distance.  Such  dependence  has  its  risks  quite 
apart  from  all  question  of  the  security  of  the  sea  routes.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  many  of  the  countries  from  which  our  agricultural 
imports  are  consigned  are  beginning  to  retain  for  their  own  con- 
sumption an  increasing  proportion  of  the  produce  which  they  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  exporting,  and  attention  was  called  "  to  the 
paramount  importance  of  increasing  to  the  greatest  possible  ex- 
tent the  food  supplies  produced  in  our  own  country."  No  greater 
stimulus,  however,  can  be  given  to  production  than  through  the 
organization  of  distribution,  for  additional  produce  will  only  be 
raised  if  it  can  be  marketed  to  advantage.  We  appeal  then  for 
increased  support  both  to  the  general  public  and  to  the  societies 
which,  having  themselves  benefited  by  co-operative  methods,  can 
thus  help  to  extend  those  benefits  to  others  while  at  the  same  time 
strengthening  and  consolidating  a  movement  with  the  prosperity 
of  which  their  own  further  success  is  inseparably  connected. 

(4)  Enquiries  from  New  Districts. 

Enquiries  amounting  to  some  hundreds  have  been  received  at 
headquarters,  in  addition  to  those  received  at  the  Branch  Offices, 
from  districts  in  England  and  Wales  where  agricultural  co-opera- 
tion has  not  yet  taken  foothold,  and  these  enquiries  have  been 
followed  up. 

(5)  Work  of  the  A.O.S.  Staff. 

The  A.O.S.  sends  down  speakers  free  of  charge  to  districts 
where  there  is  a  real  desire  to  obtain  reliable  information  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  co-operation.    As  far  as  possible  also,  it  is 
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by  personal  visits  rather  than  by  correspondence  that  we  keep  in 
touch  with  existing  societies,  but  for  reasons  already  indicated  it 
has  been  impossible  to  do  as  much  in  this  direction  as  we  could 
have  wished.  During  191 3  the  number  of  days  spent  by  the 
headquarters'  staff  in  outside  engagements  waS'  591  ;  by  the 
organizers  not  attached  to  any  Branch,  601  ;  by  the  organizing 
staff  of  the  four  Branches,  694  ;  but  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
North-Western  Branch  only  began  its  work  in  October,  1913. 
The  total  of  these  engagements  was  1,886. 

(6)  Work  of  the  Branches. 

The  work  within  the  areas  of  the  different  Branches  is 
increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  difficult  to  cope  with  it  with 
the  existing  staff. 

There  is  a  constant  demand  for  propaganda  work  in  districts 
not  yet  covered  by  societies,  while  the  need  of  the  existing 
societies  for  help  and  guidance  continues  necessary,  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  smaller  societies,  whose  turnover  is  still  in- 
sufficient to  enable  them  to  employ  a  full-time  manager. 

A  new  Branch,  the  North-Western  Branch,  was  established 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  with  offices  at  County  Chambers, 
Fishergate,  Preston,  and  the  formation  of  a  Branch  in  South 
Wales  is  being  actively  promoted. 

(7)  Press  and  Intelligence  Department. 

We  have  to  record  that  an  important  step  has  been 
taken  by  the  establishment  at  the  central  office  of  a  Press  and 
Intelligence  Department.    The  work  of  this  department  is  : — 

(1)  To  drive  home  through  the  press  of  the  country  the 
necessity  for  agricultural  co-operation. 

(2)  To  obtain  further  financial  support  for  the  movement. 

(3)  To  supply  literature  and  information  of  a  practical 
nature  for  the  assistance  of  those  who  are  contemplating,  and 
have  determined  on,  co-operative  action. 

(4)  To  keep  societies  and  individuals  taking  part  in  agri- 
cultural co-operation  in  touch  with  the  movement  generally. 
The  late  Colonel  Pilkington  was  appointed  as  head  of  the 

department,  but  his  lamented  death  deprived  us  of  his  valuable 
services  after  only  a  few  months'  work.  The  Society  owes  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  for  his  work. 

(8)  A.O.S.  Literature  and  Agricultural  Shows. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  has  kindly  continued  to  allow  space 
on  its  stall  at  Agricultural  Shows  for  the  pamphlets,  leaflets,  and 
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Journal  of  the  A.  O.S.  During  the  past  year  we  have  initiated  the 
practice  of  sending  a  representative  to  distribute  this  literature  and 
to  answer  enquiries.  Lists  have  been  kept  of  the  principal  en- 
quiries made  in  order  that  the  points  raised  may  be  followed  up  as 
opportunity  serves. 

(9)  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  (Amend- 

ment) Act,  1913. 

In  regard  to  the  work  of  the  existing  societies,  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  certain  changes  have  been  introduced  in  the  methods 
of  co-operative  societies  by  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1913.  The  chief  changes  relate  to  (i)  the 
registration  of  a  society  consisting  of  registered  societies,  (2) 
the  employment  of  public  auditors,  (3)  the  period  when  the  annual 
return  is  to  be  made,  (4)  the  sending  in  of  a  triennial  return,  (5} 
nominations  and  proceedings  on  the  death  of  a  member. 

With  regard  to  (2)  under  which  it  is  made  obligatory  on  the 
part  of  a  society  to  employ  a  public  auditor,  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  A. O.S.  by  which  newly  established  affiliated 
societies  shall  receive  special  assistance  during  the  first  two  years 
of  their  existence  in  regard  to  their  accounts,  which  assistance  will 
include  the  periodical  inspection  of  the  society's  books  and  the 
statutory  audit. 

(10)  Model  Rules  for  Agricultural  Co-operative 

Societies. 

We  have  now  issued  and  are  in  a  position  to  supply 
Model  Rules  for  the  following  different  kinds  of  societies  : — 

A.— Societies  registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies  Acts. 

{a)  Agricultural  Trading  Societies  which  have  as  their 
principal  objects  the  co-operative  purchase  of  their  members' 
requirements  or  sale  of  different  kinds  of  produce.    (Form  A.) 

{b)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies  which  have 
the  joint  tenure  of  land  as  their  primary  object,  and  which  may 
unite  to  this  co-operative  purchase  or  sale,  ownership  of  imple- 
ments, horses,  etc.    (Form  D.) 

(c)  Dairy  Societies. — Societies  which  are  engaged  in  the 
co-operative  disposal  of  milk  and  cream,  the  manufacture  of 
butter,  cheese,  and  other  dairy  products.  Powers  are  also  taken 
for  the  combined  purchase  of  agricultural  requirements  of 
members.    (Form  G.) 


(d)  Thrift  and  Credit  Societies. — The  rules  provide  for 
shares  and  the  limitation  of  members'  liability.  They  combine 
credit  banking"  with  restricted  co-operative  trading. 

B.— Societies  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies  Acts. 

(a)  Credit  Societies  (Credit  Banks)  : 

(1)  With  unlimited  liability. 

(2)  With  liability  limited  by  guarantee. 

These  rules  in  one  or  other  form  will  be  found  suited  to 
practically  every  kind  of  object  for  which  it  may  be  wished  to  form 
an  agricultural  co-operative  society.  They  can  be  modified  to 
suit  unusual  requirements.  The  A.O.S.  is  always  prepared  to 
advise  in  respect  of  suitable  rules  for  those  who  wish  to  form 
co-operative  societies,  and  heavy  solicitors'  fees  could  thus  often 
have  been  avoided  by  societies. 

(11)   Societies  for  the  purchase  of  Agricultural 
Requirements. 

If  the  development  of  the  co-operative  movement  in  diflferent 
countries  is  studied  and  compared,  it  is  seen  that  the  movement  in 
each  country  takes  on,  as  it  were,  an  individuality  of  its  own. 
Until  recently  the  tendency  of  the  movement  in  England  and 
Wales  has  been  to  develop  chiefly  along  the  lines  of  combination 
for  the  purchase  of  requirements,  but  side  by  side  with  this,  and  in 
fact  in  many  cases  arising  out  of  it,  a  growing  tendency  may  be 
noticed  towards  the  widespread  development  of  co-operation  for 
the  disposal  of  farm  and  market  garden  produce. 

Combination  by  farmers  with  the  object  of  obtaining  their  re- 
quirements of  good  quality  and  at  a  reasonable  rate  still  remains 
however  the  most  widely  developed  form  of  agricultural  co-opera- 
tion in  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  sixty-one  new  societies 
formed  during  the  year,  thirty-one  had  the  joint  purchase  of  agricul- 
tural commodities  as  their  principal  object,  while  the  expansion 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  work  of  those  which  were  previously 
established  may  be  judged  from  the  following  table.  It  has  been 
taken  from  our  report  for  1910,  and  it  contrasts  the  position  of  the 
larger  societies  which  were  in  existence  in  1909  with  that  which 
they  have  now  attained,  and  the  figures  are  the  best  possible 
testimony  to  their  progress  and  to  the  success  of  the  principles 
upon  which  they  are  working.  Only  three  of  the  societies  have, 
moreover,  disappeared  from  the  list.  Of  these,  the  Chailey  and 
District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  was  one  of  the  societies 
out  of  which  was  formed  the  present  South  Eastern  Counties 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  which  last  year  had  a  turnover 
of  ^29,237  ;   the    Herefordshire    Farmers'    Association  is  now 
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amalgamated  with  the  West  Midland  Farmers'  Association,  and 
the  Barley  Produce  Association  has  cancelled  its  registry. 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Asso- 
ciation ... 

Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  So- 
ciety 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  ... 
Newport   and    District   Agricultural  Trading 
Society 

Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association   .  . 

Clynderwen  and  District  Farmers'  Association 

West  Midland  Farmers'  Association 

Framlingham  and  District  Agricultural  Co- 
operative Society 

Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers'  Agricul- 
tural Co-operative  Association 

Cambs.,  Hunts.,  and  Isle  of  Ely  Farmers' 
Supply  Association  ... 

Cirencester  Farmers' Association 

Severn  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 

Emlyn  Agricultural  Society 

Cradoc  Co-operative  Society 

Arderne  Association 

Llangadock  and  District  Agricultural  Society... 
Chailey   and    District    Farmers'  Co-operative 
Society 

Anglesey  Western  Co-operative  Society 
South    Midlands     Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society 

Mid-Cheshire  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  ... 
Eifionydd  Farmers' Association... 
Battle  and  District  Agricultural  Society 
Horsham  and  West  Sussex  Agricultural  Society 
Oswestry,   Weston   Rhyn  and  District  Agri- 
cultural Co-operative  Society 
Herefordshire  Farmers'  Association 
Barley  Produce  Association 

Amongst  the  other  societies  with  large  turnovers,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  above  list,  we  may  perhaps  more  particularly 
mention  the  Cheshire,  Shropshire  and  North  Wales  Farmers' 
Association,  the  affiliation  of  which  with  the  A.O.S.  was 
announced  in  our  last  report,  and  which  had  a  turnover  in  1913  of 
18,851,  the  Manchester  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative 

*  See  preceding  paragraph. 


1909. 

1913- 

£ 

£ 

239)425 

293,223 

74>37i 

132,105 

'^2,786 

Qi  ,8qo 

of  /  r'o 

s  1 .4.27 

23)445 

47,000 

19,909 

34)398 

i5)45o 

61,947 

i5»o49 

30,393 

11,776 

19,502 

10,048 

10,151 

8,539 

12,115 

Q.74.0 

5)7^4 

11,684 

4*963 

9,800 

4,050 

5)  908 

3,662 

4)719 

"X*  C120 

■X- 

2,832 

5)650 

2,483 

3)347 

2,7^3 

5)559 

1,923 

5)92o 

1,867 

1,472 

1,776 

10,933 

1,690 

3)546 

',576 

1^363 
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Association,  which,  in  the  first  year  of  its  work,  has  attained  a 
turnover  of  ;£i9,326,  and  the  Wiltshire  Farmers,  which  has 
reached  no  less  a  turnover  than  £12^,  988,  the  Yalding  and  Mid- 
Kent  Farmers'  (;^i2,i66),  the  Preston  and  District  Farmers' 
Trading  Society  (;^53,ooo),  the  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading 
Association,  (;£^23,6o5),  the  Whalley  District  Farmers'  Ltd., 
(;^i4,638),  the  Hawarden  and  District  Farmers'  Association 
(;^io,o88),  the  Haverfordwest  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 
(;^i7,057),  the  East  Anglian  Farmers'  (;£"i4,445),  the  Calder  Vale 
Agriculturists  Trading  Society  (;^'io,974),  and  the  Llanelly  and 
District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  2,053). 

(12)  Dairy  Societies. 

special  attention  has  been  devoted  to  assisting  several  dairy 
societies  which  had  not  completely  overcome  some  of  their 
preliminary  difficulties,  and  the  following  new  societies  have  been 
started  : — 

Suffolk  Dairy  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society. 
Leicester  Dairy  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society. 
Colston  Bassett  and  District  Dairy. 
Brailsford  and  District  Dairy  Farmers'  Association. 
Lunesdale  Farmers'  Co-operative  Creamery. 

Organizing  work  in  connection  with  various  new  developments 
and  the  formation  of  other  societies  has  been  undertaken  in 
Suffolk,  Sussex,  Kent,  Staffordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Durham, 
Dorsetshire,  Somersetshire,  and  Montgomeryshire,  while  special 
efforts  have  been  made  to  organize  the  dairy  farmers  of  Derby- 
shire, where  a  committee,  called  the  Derbyshire  and  District  Milk 
Industry  Committee,  has  been  formed  to  assist  the  A.O.S. 
organizers. 

In  those  districts  where  dairy  societies  have  been  established 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  larger  returns  have  been  secured 
for  dairy  produce.  We  have  received  the  following  illustrative 
instances,  but  owing  to  the  obvious  difficulty  of  forming  such 
estimates,  they  must  be  taken  as  merely  approximate.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  one  society,  which  chiefly  sells  whole  milk,  has 
produced  an  increase  of  a  halfpenny  to  three  farthings  a  gallon  ; 
another  milk-selling  society  has  brought  about  an  increase  of  a 
halfpenny  to  a  penny  per  gallon.  Other  societies  have  been 
responsible  for  increasing  the  price  by  a  farthing  to  a  penny  a 
gallon  in  the  respective  areas  from  which  their  members  are  drawn, 
and  these  include  two  cheese-making  societies,  and  two  societies 
which  sell  milk,  the  surplus  being  converted  in  one  case  into  milk 
powder,  and  in  the  other  into  butter. 
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(13)  Societies  for  the  Disposal  of  Fruit  and 
Market  Garden  Produce. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  during-  the  year,  and  nine  new 
societies  have  been  formed.  Two  of  these  societies  call  for 
special  note. 

The  Swan  wick  and  District  Basket  Factory,  Ltd.,  was 
established  by  the  Swanwick  and  District  Fruit  Growers'  Associa- 
tion in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by  its  members  in 
securing-  an  adequate  supply,  at  what  they  considered  a  reasonable 
price,  of  the  chip  baskets  in  which  their  strawberries  are  dispatched 
from  the  neig-hbourhood  every  year.  A  factory  was  built  and 
equipped,  and  opened  on  February  3rd,  and  chip  baskets  were  soon 
turned  out  at  the  rate  of  upwards  of  4,000  per  day.  The  estab- 
lishment of  this  factory  constitutes  a  very  important  development 
as  it  represents  the  first  m.anufacturing-  enterprise  of  this  kind 
which  has  been  undertaken  by  an  agricultural  co-operative  society. 
The  enterprise  has  every  prospect  of  success,  and  it  may  well  be 
the  pioneer  of  similar  undertakings  by  other  societies. 

The  other  society  to  which  we  wish  to  call  special  attention  is 
the  Nursery  and  Market  Garden  Industries  Development  Society, 
Ltd.  Its  object  is  to  conduct  experiments  in  the  cultivation  of 
fruit,  flowers,  vegetables,  trees,  and  shrubs,  and  in  the  preparation 
of  produce  for  the  market.  The  society  also  gives  advice  and 
information  in  regard  to  these  subjects  and  undertakes  a  certain 
amount  of  educational  work.  Its  committee  of  management  con- 
sists of  five  scientists  and  five  practical  growers. 

Central  Intelligence  Bureau. 

The  organization  of  the  Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Industry  as 
a  whole  has  been  carried  a  step  further  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Central  Intelligence  Bureau,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  our 
last  report.  This  Bureau  is  to  be  carried  on  by  the  A.  O.S.  until 
such  time  as  the  growers  are  prepared  to  take  over  its  manage- 
ment themselves,  and  we  are  able  to  report  that  it  has  proved  of 
considerable  assistance  to  many  societies  which  have  made  use  of 
it  during  the  last  season. 

Visit  to  Holland. 

In  the  development  of  our  fruit  and  market  garden  industry 
full  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  experience  of  other  countries, 
and  in  May  a  deputation  of  the  A.O.S  ,  consisting  of  Mr.  Rupert 
Ellis  (A.O.S.  Governor),  Mr.  Greville  Irby  (representing  the 
Anglesey  Societies),  Mr.  Fearnside  (Secretary  of  the  Pershore  Co- 
operative Fruit  Market),  Mr.  W.  H.  Press  (A.O.S.  Fruit  and 
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Market  Garden  Expert),  Mr.  S.  B.  Meyer  (of  the  North  Western 
Branch),  paid  a  visit  to  Holland.  On  their  return  they  published 
a  report  on  the  methods  adopted  by  the  co-operative  societies  in 
the  Netherlands  for  the  disposal  of  their  fruit  and  market  garden 
produce. 


(14)  Egg  and  Poultry  Societies. 

The  work  of  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Societies  taken  as  a  whole 
shows  a  marked  improvement  in  many  respects  ;  more  care  has 
been  exercised  in  grading  and  packing,  and  in  many  cases  it  has 
been  possible  to  arrange  for  a  more  frequent  collection,  with  the 
result  that  the  turnover  of  the  societies  has  increased  and  better 
prices  have  been  realised.  The  following  societies  may  be  especially 
mentioned  as  showing  the  progress  which  has  been  made  during 
the  year  ; — 

Number  of  Eggs  dealt       Value  of  Eggs 
Name  of  Society.  with.  sold. 

1912.  1913.  1912.  1913. 

Anglesey  Egg  Collecting  £  £ 

Depot,  Ltd   215,031       656,332     1,256  3,215 

Chipping  Norton  and  Dis- 
trict    Egg  Collecting 

Depot,  Ltd.     ...       ...       190,000       204,500        753  871 

Devizes  and  District  Poul- 
try Society,  Ltd.         ...       574^992       578,892      2,673  2,764 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  2,305,448    2,788,678    10,701  13,610 

Framlingham  and  District 
Agricultural  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  Ltd.       ...    4,666,920    4,982,828    21,038  24,016 

Golden  Vale  Dairy  Society, 

Ltd   *  *         16,069  18,127 

Melksham     and  District 

Poultry  Society,  Ltd. ...       495»644       554.474      2,319  2,545 

Parwich  Egg  Depot,  Ltd.  *  *  139  222 

The  societies  which  often  succeed  best  in  dealing  with  eggs 
are  those  which  undertake  other  branches  of  co-operative  work  in 
addition.  Some  egg  depots,  however,  which  confine  themselves  to 
this  kind  of  work  are  being  run  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
poultry  keepers  of  their  districts.  The  Anglesey  Egg  Collecting 
Depot,  for  instance,  affords  a  striking  example.  The  egg  pro- 
ducing industry  of  the  island  has  been  completely  revolutionised, 
and  on  many  farms  and  small  holdings  a  much  larger  head  of 
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poultry  is  kept.  The  following  figures  show  the  increase  of  the 
industry  : — 

The  freight  paid  to  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Co.  for  eggs — 

1911       ...        ...        ...    practically  nil. 

1913    £H3  13s.  3^' 

1914  (first  three  months)  estimated  over  £200. 
Eggs  collected — 

For  the  week  ending  July  5th,  191 1  ...  936 

,,  Mar.  2ist,  1914..  42,082 

^         During  the  first  eighteen  months  trading,  eggs  were  pur- 
chased to  the  value  of  £i,iS7  8s.  iid. 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1913,  656,332  egg3 
were  purchased,  value  ;^2,59o  i6s.  4d. 

For  the  first  four  months  of   1914,  471,860  eggs  were 
purchased,  value  jQi^6^j  7s.  id. 

(15)  The  Organization  of  the  Bacon  Industry. 

The  great  importance  of  the  organization  of  the  Bacon 
and  Pig  Industry  is  fully  recognised,  but  the  general  method  ot 
procedure  advocated  for  the  present  is  the  formation  of  co- 
operative societies  for  the  disposal  of  live  pigs  rather  than  the 
establishment  of  co-operative  bacon  factories,  because  for  this 
purpose  a  smaller  amount  of  capital  and  a  smaller  number  of  pigs 
are  required  to  build  up  a  sound  and  profitable  business,  and 
hence  the  risk  is  minimised.  Organization  for  the  sale  of  pigs 
may  also  be  regarded  as  a  most  valuable  preliminary  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bacon  factory,  as  it  tends  to  make  possible  a 
regular  and  sufficient  supply  of  pigs. 

The  Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  is  the 
pioneer  in  regard  to  this  method  of  disposal,  and  the  progress 
which  they  have  made  in  this  branch  of  business  may  be  seen 
from  the  following  table  : 


Year. 

No.  of  pigs  dealt  with. 

V^alue. 

£ 

1905 

5,681 

17,400 

1906 

12,973 

48,870 

1907 

14,406 

64,190 

1 908 

..:        21,844  .   '  : 

77,871 

1909 

21,646 

90,852 

1910 

23,950  :  •  J...:  V 

■  118,105 

191 1 

21,301      '  ..i.  • 

^  '  86,569 

1912 

' 20,073  '  ' 

87,636 

i9i3 

23,082  ■    '  ■ 

120,938 
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The  Chichester  and  District  Co-operative  Bacon  Factory  have 
adopted  the  wise  policy  of  making-  absolutely  sure  of  adequate 
local  support  in  regard  to  capital  and  the  supply  of  pigs  before 
initiating  their  work,  but  we  are  glad  to  note  that  their  strenuous 
efforts  in  these  directions  are  meeting  with  success,  and  that  they 
have  felt  justified  in  securing  a  site  near  the  London,  Brighton  and 
South  Coast  Railway  at  Chichester.  The  site  is  very  convenient, 
and  a  beginning  has  been  made  in  making  arrangements  for  the 
erection  of  the  factory. 

The  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.,  one  of  the  dairy  societies 
affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.,  acquired  during  the  year  a  small  bacon 
factory  at  Chippenham,  which  was  formerly  run  by  a  joint  stock 
company.  During  the  first  six  months  there  has  been  a  turnover 
of  about  £/[,ooo  and  a  small  profit  has  been  made. 

A  society  in  Anglesey  is  being  formed  to  take  over  a  factory 
which  has  not  been  used  for  some  time,  and  already  pigs  have 
been  dealt  with  and  a  small  but  sound  trade  is  being  built  up. 

(16)  Wool  Organization. 

During  the  year  the  first  attempt  to  organize  the  sale  of 
English  wool  on  co-operative  lines  has  been  made.  A  comparison 
between  the  prices  of  English  and  Welsh  wool,  when  marketed  on 
the  usual  lines,  and  the  prices  obtained  for  Dominion  and  foreign 
wool  of  a  similar  class  on  the  London  Wool  Markets  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  more  highly  organized  methods  adopted  in  the 
latter  case  for  classifying  and  packing  the  wool  ensured  a  better 
monetary  return  to  the  producers.  A  scheme  was  therefore  brought 
forward  by  which  the  farmers  of  any  given  neighbourhood  can 
bring  their  wool  to  a  central  depot  and  have  it  classified  by  an 
expert  classer,  bulked  with  other  wool  of  the  same  standard  of 
quality,  and  marketed  in  the  most  saleable  form.  The  scheme  also 
provides  for  regulations  for  the  shearing,  preliminary  packing,  and. 
delivery  to  the  depot,  and  for  a  rough  separation,  to  be  made  on 
the  farm. 

As  a  result  of  the  propagandist  work  of  the  A.O.S..  sheep 
farmers  in  three  districts,  namely,  Carnarvonshire,  and  the 
Brandsby  and  Malton  districts  of  Yorkshire,  decided  to  deal  with 
their  clips  for  191 3  on  co-operative  lines.  In  Yorkshire  the  work 
was  undertaken  by  the  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Society, 
and  a  depot  was  hired  at  Malton.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  • 
wool  was  to  be  sold  on  the  London  Wool  Exchange,  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  have  it  baled  similarly  to  the  Dominion  wool, 
so  that  the  buyers  should  be  able  to  purchase  it  in  a  form  to  which 
they  were  accustomed.  By  the  middle  of  June  over  7,000  fleeces 
had  been  received.    The  time  taken  to  complete  the  classing  was 
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eleven  days,  when  197  bales  of  classed  wool  were  consig^ned  to 
London.  This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  English  wool  had 
ever  been  sold  on  the  London  Wool  Exchange,  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  know  that  the  competition  was  good.  The  Times  of 
July  i2th  reports  :  — 

"The  200  bales  of  English  wool  from  the  East  Riding  com- 
manded particular  attention  from  all  sections  of  the  trade,  and  met 
with  spirited  competition,  very  full  prices  being  paid." 

The  cost  to  the  members  for  dealing  with  the  wool  under  the 
scheme  amounted  to  just  under  |d.  per  lb.;  this  sum  covered  pay- 
ment for  the  following: — Renting  depot,  wages  and  maintenance 
of  classer,  wages  to  labourers  employed  to  assist  in  the  classing, 
interest  on  capital  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  weighing  machines, 
wool  presses,  etc.,  and  depreciation  on  same  ;  cost  of  wool  packs 
and  packing  of  wool  ;  railway  freight  from  Malton  to  Hull  ;  sea 
freight  from  Hull  to  London  ;  insurance,  port  dues,  warehousing 
charges,  advertising,  cataloguing,  and  broker's  charges. 

In  Carnarvonshire  a  special  wool  society  was  formed  under 
the  title  of  the  Carnarvonshire  Wool  Society,  and  44  members  sent 
in  10,000  fleeces  to  be  sold  through  the  society.  A  depot  was 
rented  at  Portmadoc,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  on  exactly  the 
same  lines  as  those  adopted  in  Yorkshire.  In  October,  1913,  133 
bales  of  Welsh  wool  were  catalogued  for  sale  with  the  Dominion 
wool  on  the  London  Wool  Exchange.  The  cost  of  dealing  with 
this  wool  to  the  members  of  the  Carnarvonshire  Society  was  more 
per  pound  than  that  to  the  members  of  the  Brandsby  Agricultural 
Trading  Society,  because  the  fleeces  did  not  average  more  than 
2lbs.  each,  as  against  61bs.  in  the  case  of  the  Yorkshire  fleeces,  and 
the  work  and  time  necessary  to  class  one  of  the  larger  fleeces  was 
not  more  than  that  occupied  in  classing  one  of  the  smaller.  In 
both  cases,  however,  the  result  of  the  experiment  was  sufficiently 
satisfactory  to  induce  those  who  took  part  in  it  to  be  prepared  to 
undertake  it  on  a  larger  scale  with  the  1914  clip. 

(17)  Co-operative  Credit. 

On  December  31st,  1913,  there  were  fifty-three  agricultural  co- 
operative societies  (or  credit  banks  as  they  are  often  termed) 
affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.,  and  these  societies  had  609  members. 

The  societies  which  have  been  formed  so  far  have  been  regis- 
tered under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act.  Accordingly  they  have 
no  share  capital,  the  possession  of  which  since  1889  has  been  by 
law  an  essential  feature  of  all  rural  co-operative  banks  in  Germany, 
and  the  liability  of  the  members  is  unlimited.  As  stated  in  the 
last  annual  report,  rules  have  been  issued  by  the  A.O.S.  for  credit 
societies  with  the  liability  of  the  members  limited  by  guarantee, 


,and  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  the  liability  limited  by  share 
capital.  The  former  would  be  registered  under  the  Friendly 
Societies'  Act,  and  the  latter  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies'  Act.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  these  alternative 
rules  will  be  more  popular  than  those  which  so  far  have  been 
solely  advocated. 

One  of  the  principal  difficulties  with  which  credit  societies 
have  been  faced  in  the  past  has  lain  in  the  provision  of 
adequate  working  capital  which  could  be  utilised  in  making 
loans.  A  very  unsatisfactory  feature  has  been  the  failure  of 
English  rural  banks  to  attract  any  substantial  deposits,  and 
so  provide  themselves  with  funds,  and  at  the  same  time  stimulate 
thrift.  As  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  the  leading  joint 
stock  banks  by  which  the  latter  would  be  prepared  to  give  special 
facilities  in  this  direction.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  since 
these  arrangements  were  completed  for  any  pronouncement  to  be 
made  as  to  whether,  generally  speaking,  they  can  be  said  to  have 
provided  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the  difficulty,  but  during  the 
last  year  certain  co-operative  credit  societies  have  approached 
leading  banks  for  advances  or  overdraft,  and  in  a  number  of  cases 
it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  a  sympathetic  response  has  been 
obtained  and  financial  assistance  given. 

In  regard  to  other  forms  of  agricultural  co-operation,  methods 
of  working  have  been  devised  which  can  be  said  to  have  got  well 
beyond  the  experimental  stage,  but,  in  regard  to  credit,  there  still 
remains  much  work  to  be  done  which  is  more  or  less  experimental 
in  nature.  One  direction  in  which  development  is  possible  lies  in  the 
combination  of  co-operative  credit  and  trading  in  one  organization, 
and  a  new  form  of  rules  providing  for  this  object  is  being  issued 
by  the  A.O.S.  These  rules  are  suitable  for  a  society  wishing  to 
pperate  on  a  small  scale.  It  is  proposed  that  such  a  society 
should  be  known  as  a  "Thrift  and  Credit  Society."  Should  its 
work  grow  beyond  the  rather  elementary  stage  for  which  the  rules 
provide  it  would  always  be  possible  to  form  out  of  it  separate 
organizations  confined  to  (i)  Trading,  and  (2)  Credit.  It  will  be 
interesting  during  the  coming  year  to  watch  with  what  favour  this 
pew  system  is  received,  and  it  may  be  possible  for  still  other 
means  to  be  put  forward  in  the  attempt  to  popularise  a  sound 
and  workable  system  of  agricultural  credit  in  this  country. 

The  A.O.S.  has  had  under  consideration  a  special  credit 
scheme  for  Anglesey. 

(18)  Co-operative  Insurance. 

The  work  of  the  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  In- 
surance Society  which  was  formed  in  1908  to  undertake  the  different 
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kinds  of  agricultural  insurance  is  dealt  with  in  a  separate  section 
•of  the  report,  which  will  be  found  on  page  62.  ^ 

Village  Cow  and  Pig  Clubs. 

'  ^he  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  collected  in- 
teresting statistics  of  the  existing  Cow  and  Pig  Clubs  in  England 
and  Wales,  many  of  which  have  been  successfully  and  usefully  at 
work  for  a  large  number  of  years.  -  , 

Cow  Clubs. 

There  are  reported  to  be  149  cow  clubs  in  England  and  Wales, 

of  which  22  are  registered  and  127  un-registered. 

Details  are  given  for  the   years   191 1   and    1912,  but  the 

statistics  for  191 1  are  for  98  clubs  reporting  as  against  71  reporting 

in  1912.    The  following  figures,  therefore,  are  taken  from  the  191 1 

report,  the  more  comprehensive  of  the  two  : —  ' 

Number  of  Clubs  reporting        ...        ...  98 

Number  of  Members        ...        ...        ...        ...  4^360 

Number  of  Animals  Insured       ...        ...        ...  10,406 

Number  of  Animals  on  which  Insurance  Claims 

were  paid  during  the  year    ...        ...        ...  289 

Amount  paid  by  Clubs  in  Insurance  Claims     ...  ;^2,7o9 
Amount  received  by  Clubs  during  the  year  in 

Insurance  Levies  and  Contributions         ...  ;^2,78i 
Amount  to  the  Credit  of  Insurance  Funds  at 

the  end  of  the  year    ...        ...        ...        ...  ;^ii,663 

Pig  Clubs. 

There  are  reported  to  be   1,098  Pig  Clubs,  33  of  which  are 
registered,  and  1,065  unregistered. 

For  the  same  reason  as  in  the  case  of  the  Cow  Clubs  the 
following  particulars  are  given  for  191 1  in  preference  to  1912  : — 
Number  of  Clubs  reporting        ...        ...        ...  878 

Number  of  Members        ...        ...        ...        ...  33,085 

Number  of  Pigs  Insured  ...        ...        ...        ...  59,426 

Number  of  Pigs  on  which   Insurance  Claims 

were  paid  by  Clubs  during  the  year  ...  3jI6i 

Amountpaid  by  Clubs  in  Insurance  Claims  during 

the  year      £s^S^^ 

Amount  received  by  Clubs  in  Insurance  Contri- 
butions and  Levies    ...        ...        ...        ...  ;£^8,I77 

Amount  to  the  Credit  of  Insurance  Funds  at  the 

end  of  the  year         ...        ...        ...        ...  ;^29,309 

Re-Insurance. 

One  of  the  greatest  dangers  clubs  of  this  description  might 
be  called  upon  to  face  would  be  exceptionally  heavy  losses  in  one 
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year  either  through  an  epidemic  or  for  other  reasons.  This  danger 
is  greatest  during  the  first  years  of  the  club's  existence,  and  until 
a  sufficient  sum  has  been  accumulated  in  reserve  as  to  render  it 
unlikely  that  the  members  would  have  to  make  a  special  levy 
amongst  themselves.  Such  a  special  levy  is  the  means  usually 
provided  by  the  rules  for  meeting  exceptional  losses  should  they 
unfortunately  occur.  The  danger  may  be  greatly  reduced  by  a 
system  of  re-insurance  under  which  a  part  at  any  rate  of  the  club's 
risks  are  covered.  Such  a  system  has  been  arranged  with  the 
Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  and  is 
available  for  clubs  insuring  cows,  pigs,  or  horses,  provided  that 
their  rules  and  financial  position  are  considered  satisfactory  by  the 
society.  The  latter  is  prepared  to  take  half  the  net  risks  of  the 
local  insurance  society  in  return  for  half  of  the  insurance  con- 
tributions less  lo  per  cent.,  that  is  to  say  for  45  per  cent,  of  the 
premium  income. 

Horse  Clubs. 

Compared  with  the  clubs  which  insure  pigs  and  cows,  the 
number  insuring  horses  is  small.  There  are,  however,  several 
which  operate  in  different  parts  of  the  country  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  their  example  might  be  successfully  copied  where  there 
are  colonies  of  small  cultivators. 

Value  of  the  Societies. 

There  is  indisputable  evidence  that  these  local  co-operative 
insurance  societies  or  clubs  manai^ed  by  the  members  themselves, 
offer,  to  those  who  have  not  a  very  large  number  of  insurable 
animals  of  each  kind,  what  is  by  far  the  most  satisfactory  and 
economical  system  of  safeguarding  themselves  against  loss  by 
disease  or  accident. 

(19)  Small  Holdings  (Land  Renting)  Societies. 

The  total  number  of  Land  Renting  Societies  is  now  197. 

During  1913,  13  associations,  with  169  tenants,  were  supplied 
with  1,371  acres  by  eleven  County  Councils. 

Nine  associations,  out  of  fifteen  which  applied  to  County 
Councils  during  the  year,  have  been  provisionally  approved  and 
are  now  waiting  for  land. 

The  general  work  of  small  holdings  societies  cannot  be 
separated  from  the  work  of  the  societies  as  a  whole,  and  may 
be  taken  as  included  under  other  sections  of  the  report,  as,  for 
instance,  Purchase  of  Requirements,  Disposal  of  Produce, 
Co-operative  Insurance,  etc. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  of  the  58  societies  now  holding 
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land  under  county  councils,  no  less  than  32  have  taken  up  other 
forms  of  co-operative  work,  and  there  are  many  indications  that 
those  societies  which  have  not  had  their  resources  and  energies 
restricted  by  a  long-  wait  for  land  are  giving  more  attention  to  the 
various  opportunities  offered  by  co-operation  for  the  more 
economical  working  of  small  holdings. 

(20)  Improvement  of  Live  Stock. 

The  number  of  registered  co-operative  societies,  affiliated  to 
the  A.O.S.,  which  give  special  attention  to  the  improvement  ot 
various  classes  of  live  stock,  has  increased  to  seven,  and  all  of 
these  societies  have  done  good  work  in  providing  sound  and  well 
bred  sires  for  use  amongst  their  members,  and  in  every  case  the 
cost  to  the  members  of  the  services  of  these  sires  has  been  to 
some  extent  lessened  by  the  work  of  the  society. 

Three  of  the  societies  are  engaged  in  the  improvement  of 
shire  horses  in  their  respective  districts,  and  they  have  secured 
valuable  and  high-class  stallions  ;  three  are  engaged  in  improving 
the  local  breeds  of  cattle,  and  one  is  a  pig  improvement  society. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  was  issued  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture has  put  into  working  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of 
live  stock  under  which  live  stock  improvement  societies  have 
been  formed  which  have  received  a  grant  in  aid  from  the  Develop- 
ment Fund  to  assist  them  in  their  work.  These  societies  are 
practically  all  unregistered  ;  some  of  them,  however,  have  com- 
municated with  the  A.O.S.  with  a  view  to  obtaining  suitable  rules 
for  registration  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies'  Act, 
1893.  The  reason  why  registration  is  desired  is  that  the  members 
of  the  societies  wish  their  liability  in  their  respective  societies  to 
be  definite  and  limited.  The  A.O.S.  has  prepared  rules  to  meet 
the  needs  of  these  societies. 

(21)   The  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board. 

The  value  of  a  central  body  which  focusses  the  trading  side  of 
the  agricultural  co-operative  movement  has  been  increasingly 
demonstrated  during  the  past  year,  and  the  Farmers'  Central 
Trading  Board  is  now  firmly  established  in  this  position.  It  has 
been  loyally  supported  by  the  principal  societies  and  the  meetings 
have  been  well  attended. 

The  Board  has  been  able  to  arrange  on  behalf  of  the  societies 
several  combined  purchases  on  satisfactory  terms.  It  has  been 
found,  however,  that  the  system  whereby  the  Board  merely 
negotiates  the  bulked  purchases,  the  contracts  being  made  direct 
with  the  societies,  does  not  make  it  possible  for  the  best  terms  to 
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be  obtained,  and  at  a  recent  meeting-  it  was  resolved  to  register  the 
Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board  as  a  corporate  body  under  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies'  Act  in  order  that  it  may  be  in 
a  position  to  act  as  the  central  agency  of  the  agricultural  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

The  A.O.S.  has  long  realised  that  the  organization  of  the 
trading  side  of  its  movement  would  not  be  complete  until  a  central 
agency  had  been  formed.  Years  ago  an  attempt  was  made 
to  supply  this  need  by  the  formation  of  the  Agricultural  Co- 
operative Federation,  which  was  established  as  a  purely  wholesale 
society  dealing  in  agricultural  requirements.  This  society  has 
done  good  work,  but  has  never  attained  the  position  of  represent- 
ing the  whole  movement,  for  it  was  only  supported  by  a  compara- 
tively small  number  of  agricultural  societies.  The  Farmers' 
Central  Trading  Board  is  the  creation  of  the  societies  themselves 
and  starts  with  the  assured  support  of  practically  all  the  principal 
societies,  and  therein  lies  its  strength  and  its  prospects  of  a  really 
useful  career. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  promoters  of  the  Farmers' 
Central  Trading  Board  have  realised  that  trading  conditions  vary 
greatly  in  different  areas  of  the  country,  and  to  meet  this  the  Board 
is  divided  into  sections.  Three  main  sections  were  first  formed, 
viz.,  the  Northern,  the  Southern,  and  the  Welsh,  but  already  thefe 
is  an  agitation  for  further  sub-divisions  of  these  sections,  and  the 
Welsh  Section  has  been  divided  into  two — North  Wales  and  South 
Wales.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  sections  may,  in  their  turn, 
find  it  advisable  to  become  registered  as  Divisional  Boards.  If 
this  should  be  the  case  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board  itself 
will  naturally  take  its  place  as  a  central  federation  of  the  respective 
Boards. 

During  the  year  nine  meetings  of  the  Board  have  been  held  in 
London  and  at  other  convenient  centres,  while  meetings  have  also 
been  held  separately  by  the  diff"erent  sections  of  the  Board.  The 
Southern  Section  has  met  at  Manchester,  Bristol,  Shrewsbury. 
The  Welsh  Section  has  met  twice  at  Shrewsbury  and  London,  and 
the  Northern  Section  at  Liverpool  and  York. 

At  the  different  meetings  of  the  Board  and  its  sections,  in 
addition  to  dealing  with  matters  pertaining  to  bulked  purchases  of 
requirements,  discussions  have  taken  place  on  many  matters 
affecting  the  trading  interests  of  the  agricultural  co-operative  move- 
ment.   Amongst  others  the  following  questions  were  discussed  : — 

Intertrading  between  agricultural  co-operative  societies  in 
England  and  Wales  and  similar  societies  in  Holland. 

The  giving  of  evidence  before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Rail- 
ways ;  Agricultural  Credit;  Seed  Testing  Stations;  Large 
vei'sus  Small  Societies  ;  Supply  of  Agricultural  Implements. 


(22)  Inter-relations  between  the  Agricultural  and 
Industrial  Co-operative  Movements.* 

The  Co-operative  Movement  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  broadly 
divided  into  two  divisions,  agricultural  and  industrial. 

The  central  propaganda  and  advisory  bodies  on  the  agricul- 
tural side  are  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  (England)  and 
the  Irish  and  Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Societies.  Be- 
tween these  three  societies  the  closest  of  friendly  relations  have 
always  existed  and  have  been  maintained  during  the  past  year. 
The  Joint  Board  for  Organization,  on  which  these  three  bodies  are 
represented,  deals  with  matters  which  affect  the  movement  as  a 
whole  in  the  three  countries,  and  constitute  the  final  link  of  the 
agricultural  co-operative  movement  of  the  kingdom. 

The  corresponding  body  on  the  industrial  side  of  the  move- 
ment is  the  Co-operative  Union,  whose  sphere  of  operations 
embraces  all  three  countries.  It  has  always  been  the  aim  of  the 
Governing  Body  of  the  A.O.S.  to  work  in  close  relation  with  the 
industrial  co-operative  movement  and  to  establish  relations  between 
its  affiliated  societies  and  those  affiliated  to  the  Co-operative  Union, 
which  aim  is  shared  by  the  latter  body.  We  are  glad  to  report 
that  a  considerable  advance  has  been  made  along  these  lines 
during  the  past  year,  and  several  joint  conferences  have  been  held 
with  a  view  to  encouraging  inter-trading  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  co-operative  movement  ;  and  the  advance  in  this  direction  is 
highly  satisfactory. 

Reports  have  been  submitted  to  us  from  time  to  time  showing 
the  steady  growth  of  the  business  transactions  between  the  two 
movements.  Many  industrial  co-operative  societies  are  now 
puchasing  large  quantities  of  cheese,  milk,  fruit,  eggs,  live  stock, 
etc.,  from  our  agricultural  co-operative  societies,  while  117 
A.O.S.  affiliated  societies  are  also  in  membership  with  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  and  all  but  five  of  these  societies 
have  made  purchases  of  feeding  stuffs,  etc.  during  the  year  from 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  It  is  calculated  that  the 
total  value  of  inter-trading  between  the  two  movements  now 
reaches  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

(23)  Agricultural  Colleges. 

The  importance  of  linking  up  educational  and  commercial  pro- 
gress is  being  increasingly  realised,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to 
secure  greater  representation  between  the  committees  of  the 
A.O.S.  Branches  and  the  agricultural  colleges  in  their  area. 
Certain  agricultural  colleges  have,  moreover,  assisted  the  move- 
ment by  undertaking  to  furnish  analyses  and  reports  to  co-operative 
societies  at  reduced  rates. 

*  See  also  Appendix  C,  pag-e  65. 
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(24)  County  Councils. 

The  Small  Holdings  and  Agricultural  Instruction  Committees 
of  many  County  Councils  have  at  various  times  enlisted  the  help 
of  the  A.O.S.  with  regard  to  lectures  on  agricultural  co-operation. 
In  the  past  such  lectures  have  been  given  at  various  times  on  be- 
half of  the  County  Councils  of  Cambridgeshire,  Buckinghamshire, 
Hertfordshire,  Montgomeryshire,  Somersetshire,  Dorsetshire,  Berk- 
shire, Wiltshire,  Gloucestershire,  and  Worcestershire,  and  the 
A.O.S.  has  been  approached  by  the  Hampshire  County  Council  with 
this  end  in  view.  It  may  be  remembered  also  that  in  1912  the  A.O.S 
carried  out  organization  work  amongst  the  statutory  small  holders 
of  Cambridgeshire  and  received  a  special  donation  for  this  purpose 
Last  year  similar  work  was  undertaken  for  the  Somersetshire 
County  Council,  and  a  grant  of  ;^5o  was  made  to  the  Society.  A 
number  of  lectures  have  been  given  in  the  county  and  many  visits 
have  been  paid  by  the  A.O.S.  organizers.  This  work  is  still  pro- 
gressing, and  more  and  more  interest  is  being  shown  by  the  small 
holders  and  farmers.  Work  on  the  same  lines  has  also  been 
undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  Berkshire  County  Council,  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  for  the  first  year  has  been  voted  to  enable  the 
Society  to  carry  it  out.  A  desire  has  been  expressed  that  a  number 
of  co-operative  credit  societies  should  be  established  amongst  the 
small  holders  of  the  county,  and  special  efforts  are  being  made  in 
this  direction.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the  County 
Council  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  with  a  view  to  organiz- 
ing work  in  its  area. 

It  is  much  hoped,  however,  that  in  future  a  larger  number  of 
County  Councils  may  avail  themselves  of  our  services. 

(25)  County  Land  Agents. 

In  November  Mr.  A.  Allsebrook,  one  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Commissioners,  invited  all  the  County  Land  Agents  in  the  North 
Western  Division  to  a  conference  at  Birmingham,  at  which  the 
A.O.S.  was  represented,  when  a  discussion  took  place  on  the 
promotion  of  co-operation  amongst  statutory  small  holders.  It 
was  suggested  that  if  County  Land  Agents  drew  up  schemes, 
showing  groups  of  small  holders  in  their  counties,  the  A.O.S. 
would  help  to  establish  new  societies,  and  to  link  up  those  which 
have  already  been  formed. 

(26)  Enquiries  from  other  Organizations. 

Enquiries  in  regard  to  the  progress  made  by  agricultural 
co-operation  in  England  and  Wales  have  been  received  during 
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the  year  from  a  number  of  organizations  in  Great  Britain,  such  as 
the  Land  Enquiry  Committee,  the  Unionist  Land  Committee,  the 
Fabian  Research  Committee,  and  the  Independent  Labour  Party, 
to  whom  information  and  statistics  have  been  supplied. 

(27)  Enquiries  from  other  Countries. 

It  may  be  interesting-  also,  as  showing  the  world-wide  atten- 
tion which  is  being  directed  to  agricultural  co-operation,  to 
mention  that  enquiries  have  come  from  persons  in  the  following 
countries : — South  Africa,  Australia,  Belgium,  Canada,  Cyprus, 
Egypt,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Holland,  India,  Italy,  Japan, 
Persia,  Paraguay,  Portugal,  Russia,  Spain,  Tasmania,  Turkey, 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  New  Zealand.  Visitors  from 
South  Africa,  Cyprus,  Egypt,  Germany,  Japan,  Russia,  Spain, 
Turkey  and  the  United  States  have,  moreover,  called  for  infor- 
mation at  the  offices,  and,  in  some  cases,  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  first-hand  knowledge  by  visiting  successful  co-operative 
societies  and  studying  their  methods  of  working  on  the  spot. 
Information  has  been  supplied  during  the  year  to  the  International 
Institute  at  Agriculture  of  Rome. 

(28)  Visit  of  the  American  Commission. 

The  visit  of  the  American  Commission  is  also  a  striking 
instance  of  this  growing  interest  in  agricultural  co-operation. 
The  Commission,  which  consisted  of  a  large  and  representative 
body  of  people,  was  most  anxious  to  make  as  thorough  an 
investigation  as  possible  into  agricultural  co-operation  in  Europe 
and  the  methods  adopted  for  its  promotion.  In  London  they  were 
entertained  by  the  British  Government  at  a  dinner  presided  over 
by  Mr.  Runciman,  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  amongst  those  present  being  several  representatives  of 
the  A.O.S.  Three  Conferences  were  organized — in  Essex,  and  at 
London  and  Bangor — where  evidence  was  given  in  regard  to  agri- 
cultural co-operation,  and  a  fourth  Conference  was  held  at  the 
London  offices  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  in  order 
that  information  might  be  gained  as  to  the  progress  of  the  indus- 
trial movement.  The  visit  of  the  Commission  has  had  the 
effect  of  bringing  those  who  are  interested  in  agricultural  co-oper- 
ation in  close  touch  with  the  movement  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

(29)  Relations  with  other  Societies. 

The  A.O.S.,  in  the  course  of  its  many-sided  activities,  is 
necessarily  brought  into  contact  with  a  large  number  of  other 
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bodies  having-  the  same  ultimate  aim  of  the  improvement  of  rural 
conditions,  and  speakers  from  the  Society  are  in  constant  request 
at  meeting's  and  conferences  organised  by  a  number  of  voluntary 
societies.  The  Rural  Housing  Organisation  Society  (originally 
the  Rural  Co-partnership  Housing  and  Land  Council,  and  the 
Rural  Co-partnership  Housing  Association)  is  especially  closely 
linked  with  the  A.O.S.,  for  the  associations  which  are  affiliated  to 
the  Rural  Housing  Organisation  Society  become  automatically 
affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  The  general  aim  of  the  Rural  Housing 
Organisation  Society  is  to  organise  rural  housing  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  National  Land  and  Home  League  should  also  be 
mentioned,  a  society  which  has  been  of  considerable  assistance  to 
us  in  many  directions. 

(30)  The  Clergy  and  Agricultural  Co-operation. 

Rural  betterment  was  one  of  the  subjects  which  were  discussed 
at  the  Southampton  Church  Congress  in  October.  Mr.  Charles 
Bathurst  read  a  paper  on  agricultural  co-operation,  and  the  debate 
which  followed  showed  a  striking  unanimity  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  this  question.  A.O.S.  literature  was  also  distributed  from 
a  stand  at  the  exhibition  which  was  held  in  connection  with  the 
Congress,  and  a  number  of  enquiries  have  since  been  received  from 
country  clergy  as  to  the  best  means  of  promoting  co-operation  in 
their  parishes. 

(31)   The    A.O.S.    Journal — "  Co  operation  in 
Agriculture." 

The  Journal  of  the  A.O.S.,  Co-operation  in  Agricul- 
ture," has  increased  its  circulation  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
Most  of  the  improvements  which  were  mentioned  in  the  last  annual 
report  have  been  carried  out.  The  sections  entitled  "  Progress 
of  the  Movement"  and  "Among  Societies"  have  been  given 
increased  prominence,  and  the  articles  under  the  heading 
"The  Secretaries'  Corner"  have  served  a  very  useful  purpose 
in  giving  information  calculated  to  assist  the  secretaries  of 
societies  and  other  officials  and  members  in  the  discharge  of 
duties  which  they  have  had  sometimes  to  undertake  without 
knowing  where  or  how  to  obtain,  in  simple  and  reliable  form,  the 
guidance  they  wanted. 

Last  year  the  editorship  was  kindly  taken  over  by  Miss 
Kglantyne  Jebb  (Forest  Edge,  Crowborough),  who  is  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Roland  Wilkins,  one  of  the  A.O.S.  Governors.     Since  then 
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Miss  Jebb  has  become  a  member  of  the  staff  and  has  taken 
charge  of  the  Press  and  Intelligence  Department.  Readers  bf  the 
Journal  cannot  have  failed  to  remark  the  improvement  which  has 
taken  place,  not  only  in  the  production  as  a  whole,  but 
more  particularly  in  the  general  literary  standard. 

The  help  of  the  supporters  of  the  movement  in  making  sug- 
gestions as  to  how  the  Journal  might  be  improved,  m  increasing 
its  circulation  and  in  contributing  news  and  other  items  to  its 
columns,  can  do  much  to  enable  the  difficulties  attendant  on  its 
production  to  be  overcome.  The  attention  of  affiliated  societies 
may  be  drawn  to  the  extent  to  which  they  can  assist  in  in- 
creasing the  usefulness  and  the  circulation  of  the  Journal.  The 
question  of  local  editions  is  now  being  considered.  If  these  are 
found  to  be  feasible,  arrangements  would  be  made  for  societies 
to  be  supplied  with  a  special  edition  which  would  consist  of 
the  ordinary  journal  with  a  number  of  outside  pages  devoted 
solely  to  local  matters.  It  will  readily  be  understood  that  this 
would  greatly  assist  societies,  not  only  to  keep  in  touch  with  their 
members,  but  also  to  secure  additional  members  in  the  district. 

Much  generous  help  is  already  being  received  from  many 
quarters  and  further  encouragement  may  be  derived  from  the  fact 
that  the  Journal  is  already  read  with  interest  and  appreciation, 
not  only  by  co-operators  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  other  countries, 
and  even  as  far  off  as  Japan. 

(32)  The  A.O.S.  and  Other  Bodies. 

In  conclusion,  we  tender  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  all  those 
who  have  forwarded  its  work.  The  A.O.S.  is  constantly  brought 
into  touch  with  various  Government  Departments,  as  well  as  with 
local  authorities.  The  chief  Government  Department  with  which 
it  has  dealings  is,  of  course,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  but  the  Society  has  also  been  furnished  with  statistics 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  has  continued  to  be  in  communication 
with  the  General  Post  Office,  and  special  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  for  frequent  and  unfailing 
help. 

(33)  District  Correspondents  and  A.O.S.  Staff. 

We  are  specially  indebted  to  the  District  Correspondents  of 
the  A.O.S.  who  have  rendered  voluntary  help  during  the  year,  the 
Society  merely  defraying  out-of-pocket  expenses.  In  Oxfordshire 
Sir  James  Douie  has  paid  visits  to  the  affiliated  societies  and  has 
also  visited  and  reported  on  several  credit  societies  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.    Mr.  Christie,  in  Kent,  Miss  Cowlard,  in 
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Cornwall,  Mr.  Pearce-EUis,  in  Gloucestershire  and  Herefordshire, 
Mr.  Calthrop,  in  Derbyshire,  and  Mr.  Hunt,  in  Warwickshire, 
Jiave  all  done  useful  work  in  promoting  the  movement  in  their 
respective  areas.  We  gratefully  acknowledge,  too,  the  many 
services  rendered  by  a  number  of  other  voluntary  workers. 
The  past  year  has  also  been  one  which  has  thrown  exception- 
ally arduous  work  upon  all  the  members  of  the  staff,  both  at 
the  Head  Office  and  at  the  Branch  Offices,  and  it  has  only  been 
due  to  their  loyalty  and  self-sacrificing  efforts,  and  their  con- 
stant readiness  to  place  freely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society 
exceptionally  long  hours  of  service,  that  it  has  been  possible  to 
undertake  propaganda  of  far-reaching  importance  in  a  number  of 
different  directions. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Governors, 

R.  A.  YERBURGH,  President. 

SHAFTESBURY,  Chairman. 


J.  NUGENT  HARRIS,  General  Secretary. 


BRANtHES  OF  THE  A.O.S. 

' ' :tNTRODUCTORy. 


Rather  more  than  three  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  first  of 
the  country  Branches  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  was 
established.  The  experience  gained  during  three  years'  work 
makes  it  possible  to  consider  how  far  the  system  of  working 
through  Branches  has  justified  the  expectations  with  which  that 
system  was  inaugurated. 

The  work  of  a  Branch  office  and  of  the  resident  organizers 
attached  to  it,  although  limited  to  the  area  covered  by  the  Branch, 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the  Central  Organization.  The 
work  is,  however,  of  a  two-fold  nature. 

In  the  first  place  Branch  organizers  are  responsible  for 
making  the  principles  of  co-operation  known  within  their  area, 
and  for  assisting  all  converts  to  their  teaching.  Secondly, 
upon  the  Branch  falls  the  responsibility  of  keeping  in  touch  with 
and  of  assisting  all  who  have  already  been  converted  and  have 
taken  up  co-operation  and  have  formed  themselves  into  properly 
constituted  societies. 

In  both  these  directions  it  was  felt  that  the  method  of  working 
through  a  local  branch,  having  an  area  assigned  to  it,  would  have 
considerable  advantages  over  the  old  method  which,  principally 
owing  to  lack  of  funds,  was  in  vogue — namely  that  of  making  London 
the  sole  organizing  centre  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
These  expectations  have  been  fully  realised.  The  advantages 
which  have  been  derived  from  the  concentration  of  eff"ort  within  a 
definite  area  are  not  to  be  over  estimated,  and  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  only  by  the  Branch  system  can  the  wor^k  of  the  Society 
in  country  districts  be  carried  on  with  the  greatest  efficiency.  It 
is,  therefore,  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  continue  the  succes- 
sive formation  of  these  branches  without  interruption  until  the 
whole  country  is  covered  in  this  way. 

Anyone  conversant  with  farmers  and  the  agricultural  industry 
knows  well  what  very  marked  differences  exist  not  only  be- 
tween the  methods  of  farming  in  diff'erent  parts  of  the  country, 
but  also  in  the  individual  character  of  the  farmers  themselves. 

It  is  not  only  in  the  breeds  of  cattle  and  in  the  weights  and 
measures  which  are  in  use  that  such  diff"erences  lie.  The  require- 
ments and  the  business  methods  of  any  two  given  counties  show 
as  much  variation  as  do  their  geologic.il  characteristics.  It  is,  in 
fact  the  last  named  which,  to  a  very  large  extent,  influence  no  doubt 
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both  the  system  of  farming  followed  and  the  requirements  of  the 
farmers.  In  all  such  matters  it  is  only  those  who  are  constantly 
on  the  spot  that  can  be  in  close  touch  with  the  farmers  and  with 
the  peculiar  and  different  agricultural  requirements  of  the  district 
under  their  charge.  That  close  attention  to  local  conditions,  which 
in  a  movement  such  as  ours  is  indispensable,  would  not  have  been 
possible  without  the  appointment  of  organizers  with  activities 
focussed  upon  a  definite  area.  Farmers,  and  particularly  the 
secretaries  and  committees  of  co-operative  societies,  gain  an  earlier 
acquaintance  with  the  A.O.S.  organizers  who  in  their  turn  are  in  a 
much  better  position  to  give  assistance  speedily  and  efficiently 
when  required. 

Committees,  representative  as  far  as  possible  of  the  different 
agricultural  interests  in  the  counties  in  the  area,  supervise  the 
work  of  the  Branch.  As  regards  existing  Branches  the  area  covered 
varies  from  three  to  six  counties.  The  smaller  the  area,  the 
greater  the  concentration  of  effort,  but  in  this  respect  the 
Governors  are  entirely  influenced  by  the  funds  at  their  disposal, 
and  by  the  conditions  of  the  Development  Grant.  Certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Branch  Committees  are  appointed  by  the  Governors, 
from  amongst  persons  who  represent  in  general  the  agricultural 
interests,  and  the  remainder  are  drawn  from  the  following  within 
the  Branch  area  :  Affiliated  Co-operative  Societies,  the  Section  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  the  Small  Holdings  Commissioner,  the 
Railway  Companies,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  Live  Stock  Officer, 
and  any  Agricultural  Colleges  in  the  area.  It  is  desirable  that 
at  least  two  permanent  organizers  should  be  attached  to  every 
Branch,  but  so  far  this  has  not  been  always  possible.  Local  men 
where  available  are  appointed,  but  it  does  not  always  happen  that 
a  local  man  with  the  necessary  qualifications  is  forthcoming. 

The  following  four  Branches  are  fully  established  and  their 
separate  reports  are  appended  : 

Counties. 

Southern  ...    Wilts,  Hants,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Dorset. 

North  Eastern  .  Northumberland,  Durham  and  Yorkshire. 
North  Wales   ...    Anglesey,    Carnarvon,    Denbigh,  Flint, 

Merioneth  and  Montgomery. 
North  Western      Lancashire,  Cheshire,  Westmorland  and 

Cumberland. 

In  addition  a  Branch  for  the  six  counties  of  South  Wales  and 
Monrnouth  is  in  active  course  of  formation  and  subscriptions  to- 
wards its  funds  are  being  received. 

In  the  formation  of  new  Branches,  the  A.O.S.  is  governed 
not  only  by  the  state  of  the  Society's  funds,  but  by  the  conditions 
under  which  the  Grant  from  the  Development  Fund  is  made. 
Under  the  latter,  £i  is  received  for  every  £i  obtained  from 


voluntary  subscriptions,  but  on  the  other  hand  fresh  expenditure  in 
any  district  is  not  permitted  unless  it  seems  probable  that  adequate 
local  i^upport  will  also  be  forthcoming.  The  Governors  have  decided 
that  a  certain  minimum  annually  in  local  subscriptions  must  be 
forthcoming  before  a  new  Branch  can  be  started,  and  they  will 
then  augment  this  amount  from  the  funds  at  their  disposal  to  make 
the  amount  available  sufficient  to  cover  the  working  expenses  of 
the  Branch. 

Other  groups  of  counties  for  which  the  formation  of  a  Branch 
has  been  considered  are  — 

1.  Part  of  Somerset,  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

2.  Kent,  Sussex  and  Surrey. 

3  Bucks,  Berks,  Herts  and  Middlesex, 

4  Gloucester,    Hereford,    North    Wilts,  ,  and    part  of 

Sornerset. 

5  Shropshire,  Stafford,  Worcester  and  Warwick. 
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THIRD    REPORT    OF    THE  SOUTHERN 
BRANCH  (Wilts,  Hants,  Isle  of  Wight  and 

.'Dorset.)     /  'T  [^l::,  /, V  ''.r,;',; 

THE  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman — The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K.C.V.O. 
Vtce-Chairmafi, — Mr.  Samuel  Bostock. 

Dorset.  Wilts. 

Mr   H.   R.  Jesty.  The  Earl  of  Radnor. 

Mr  G.  W.  Profeit.  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P. 

Hants  and  Isle  of  Wight.  The  Hon.  Louis  Greville. 

TheEarl  of  Malmesbury.  Mr.  J.  P.  Harding. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Nicoll.  Mr.  R.  E.  Macan. 

Mr  A.  A.  H.  Wykeham. 

Mr.  F.  N.  Rogers  (Small  Holdings  Commissioner). 
Mr.  R.   Hart-Synnot  (Reading  University). 
Mr.  B.  Williams  (Secretary  of  the  Southern  Section  of 
the  Co-operative  Union). 

Organising  Secretary — Mr.  A.  H.  Nicholson-.^ 

Offices — 13,  Canal,  Salisbury. 

Telephone — No.  5.  Telegrams — Aos.,  Salisbury. 


History  of  the  Branch. 

The  formation  of  the  Southern  Branch  of  the  A.O.S.  was  due 
largely  to  the  efforts  of  Lord  Shaftesbury  for  Dorset,  Lord 
Radnor  for  Wilts,  and  Lord  Lucas  for  Hants  and  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  The  matter  vi^as  under  consideration  during  1910  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  appeal  for  support  was  sent  out 
which  met  with  very  sympathetic  response  from  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  the  area  interested  in  agricultural  subjects.  *As 
the  result  it  was  possible  to  get  the  Branch  really  to  work  early  in 
January,  1911. 

When  the  reconstitution  of  the  A.O.S.  took  place  it  was 
necessary  for  certain  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  personnel 
of  the  Branch  Committees  as  well  as  of  the  central  governing 
body.  All  the  old  committee  of  the  Southern  Branch  were 
nominated  when  this  change  took  place  and  in  addition  the  Small 
Holdings  Commissioner  for  the  district.  Since  this  the  Branch 
Committee  has  co-opted  three  more  members  and  now  numbers  1 5. 


Annual  Meeting. 

The  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Branch  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chambers,  Salisbury,  on  29th  April,  1913,  The  Chairman' 
presided  and  the  Annual  Report  for  19 12  was  submitted  and 
passed. 

Those  attending  the  Annual  Meeting  were  afterwards  invited 
by  the  Chairman  to  meet  Lprd  Lucas  (then  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  at  luncheon 
at  the  County  Hotel,  Salisbury. 

Following  the  luncheon  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chambers,  Salisbury,  and  addressed  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Hanks,; 
President  of  the  West  Midland  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.,  on 
"  Agricultural  Co-operation."  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presided 
and  there  was  an  excellent  attendance. 

From  the  particulars  which  follow  it  will  be  seen  that  since 
the  formation  of  the  Branch  great  strides  have  been  made  by  the 
agricultural  co-operative  movement  in  the  area  covered.  Not 
only  when  there  is  a  question  of  new  societies  being  started,  but 
also  in  regard  to  the  assistance  of  those  already  at  work,  it  is 
found  that  the  concentration  of  effort,  which  the  Branch  has  made; 
possible,  has  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  movement.  By 
having  a  local  Branch  office  and  resident  organizers  it  is  possible 
to  Keep  in  close  touch  with  local  conditions  far  more  effectually 
than  could  ever  be  done  were  the  work  all  carried  on  from  the 
central  office  of  the  society. 


General  Position  of  the  Movement  in  the 
Branch  area. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  movement  has  made  satis- 
factory progress  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Branch  and  is  rapidly 
spreading  in  the  many  districts  in  which,  until  recently,  little  pro- 
gress with  regard  to  co-operation  had  been  possible.  There  are 
now  80  registered  agricultural  co-operative  societies  in  the  Branch. 
Of  these  20  have  been  formed  between  April  ist,  1913  and 
March  31st,  1914.  Of  the  20  newly  formed,  4  are  situated  in 
Dorset,  5  in  Wilts,  10  in  Hants  and  one  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
The  figures  of  the  established  societies  on  December  31st,  1913, 
were  approximately  as  follows,  and  may  be  compared  with  those 
of  the  previous  year  : — 

December,  191 2.         December,  1913.     .  ! 
Societies     ...        ...  61  69  ' 

Membership          ...  5,298  7>i30 

Turnover    £261, ^^^^  ;^304,074  ^ 


Some  57  lectures  have  been  given,  71  ftieetings  attended  and 
188  visits  paid  to  different  parts  of  the  Branch.  Societies  have, 
oa  a  number  of  occasions,  been  visited  by  the  headquarters  experts 
on  Finance,  Credit,  Marketing-  of  Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Pro- 
duce, Dairy  Organization,  Smallholdings  and  the  Marketing  of 
Eggs. 

i  ;    .  :         i  Work  of  the  Societies.  -  ^^^-^^ - 

Purchase  of  Requirements. 

>  '  There  are  now  thirty-six  societies  in  the  Branch  which  have 
the  purchase  of  their  members'  requirements  as  their  principal 
object,  and  four  more  are  about  to  commence  operations. 

i.  Of  the  larger  societies  the  Southern  Counties  Agricultural 
Trading  Society,  Ltd.,  has  increased  its  trade  in  this  department 
from  ;^8o,5i8  in  1912  to  £S;^,ig6  in  1913.  It  has  been  able  to 
place  before  its  members  a  more  satisfactory  balance  sheet  than 
has  been  shown  for  some  years  past.  During  the  year  a  large 
store  and  private  wharf  have  been  taken  by  the  society  at 
Southampton  :  this  should  prove  a  further  benefit  to  members,  as 
the  society  has  now  facilities  for  handling  every  class  of  goods  at 
the  minimum  cost.  An  electrically  driven  cake  kibbler  has  been 
installed. 

/  The  turnover  of  the  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.,  on  the  purchas- 
ing side  has  increased  from  ;^29,434  in  191 2  to  ;^38,4i8  in  1913. 

The  following  examples  may  be  interesting  as  showing  the 
savings  which  have  been  effected  on  behalf  of  the  members  by  a 
few  of  these  trading  societies.  These  examples  have  been  reported 
to  the  Branch  by  the  respective  secretaries. 

One  society  saved  25s.  per  ton  on  cotton  cake,  los.  per  ton  on 
meal.  20s.  per  ton  on  sharps  ;  another  society  saved  los.  per  ton 
on  barley  meal  and  offals,  and  at  the  same  time  obtained  better 
quality  ;  one  society  saved  is.  6d.  per  roll  on  wire  netting,  5s.  per 
cwt.  on  barbed  wire,  and  5s.  6d.  per  ton  on  kainit,  while  still 
another  society  saved  los.  per  ton  on  seed  potatoes.  It  should  be 
qoted  that  in  each  of  these  cases  the  members  of  these  societies 
are  small  farmers  and  the  results  exemplify  the  advantages  which 
q;^n  be  derived  when  such  men  bulk  their  orders. 

Dairy  Societies. 

*  '  A  milk  factory  was  built  and  equipped  by  the  Sturminster 
Newton  and  District  Farmers',  Limited,  early  in  1913.  Up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  about  530,000  gallons  of  milk  were  dealt  with,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  the  fact  of  the  society  being  established  has 
raised  the  price  of  milk  in  the  district  from  Jd.  to  id.  per  gallon 
to  the  farmers. 
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The  Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.,  with  their  depot  at  Chippenham, 
again  had  a  substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of  milk  dealt  with 
and  had  a  satisfactory  year's  working.  This  society,  during  the 
year,  a,cquired  a  bacon  factory  at  Chippenham,  and  during  the  few 
months  of  trading  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  turnover  in  the 
bacon  department  amounted  to  nearly  ;^4,ooo. 

Eggs  and  Poultry. 

There  are  in  the  Branch  twelve  societies  dealing  with  eggs. 
Most  of  these  are  working  satisfactorily  ;  for  instance,  the  Devizes 
and  District  Poultry  Society,  with  165  members,  dealt  with  48,241 
dozen  eggs  last  year,  representing  a  turnover  of  ;^2,764,  and 
although  it  paid  its  members  a  higher  price  than  the  local  market 
price,  it  made  a  net  profit  of  £12^,  and  gave  the  members  a  bonus 
on  the  eggs  supplied  during  the  winter  months. 

There  are,  however,  one  or  two  societies  which,  owing  to  the 
prices  ruling  high  in  the  local  market,  have  had  to  pay  their  mem- 
bers a  correspondingly  high  price  and  trade  at  too  small  a  margin 
of  profit  for  safety. 

Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Produce. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  development  has  been  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Chip  Basket  Factory  at  Swanwick.  The  growers 
in  the  surrounding  strawberry-growing  districts  have  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  an  adequate  supply  of  chip  baskets  at 
reasonable  prices,  and  they  decided  to  build  and  equip  a  factory  of 
theii-  own  to  be  run  on  co-operative  lines.  Between  two  and  three 
riiillion  of  these  chip  baskets  are  used  for  sending  away  straw- 
berries from  the  Swanwick  district  every  year. 

In  the  districts  around  Portsmouth  and  Southampton  attention 
has  been  devoted  to  the  organization  of  the  market  gardeners. 
At  Southampton  a  society  has  already  been  formed  of  which  the 
main  objects  will  be  to  improve  the  marketing  conditions,  and  the 
society  will  also  enable  the  members  to  purchase  jointly  their  seeds 
and  other  requirements.  It  is  expected  that  the  growers  at 
Portsmouth  will  shortly  be  following  this  example. 

Credit. 

While,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  agriculturists  are  still 
slow  to  grasp  the  advantages  offered  by  credit  societies,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  record  that  three  have  been  formed  during  the  last 
year,  two  in  Hants,  and  one  in  Dorset.  In  each  case  they  have 
been  formed  to  work  in  conjunction  wath  small  farmers'  trading 
societies,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  one  or  two  more  being  formed 
in  the  near  future. 

The  old-established  Credit  Society  at  Hedge  End  continues  to 
be  of  great  service  to  the  small  agriculturists  in  the  district,  and 
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is  an  excellent  example  to  follow  During^  the  year  £iS'\  has  been 
advanced  in  small  loans. 

Insurance. 

Twelve  societies  in  the  Branch  have  now  taken  up  an  Agency 
with  the  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society, 
Ltd.,  and  are  not  only  securing  the  profits  on  their  members' 
insurance,  but  also  earning  a  commission  of  15%  which  goes 
towards  their  management  expenses.  Over  £yoo  has  been  paid 
in  premiums,  the  Wiltshire  Farmers  and  the  Southern  Counties 
Societies  (the  two  largest  societies  in  the  Branch)  doing  a  large 
proportion  of  the  business. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  still  seven  societies  in  the 
Branch  formed  for  the  purpose  of  renting  land  for  small  holdings 
which  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining  land.  Three  of  these,, 
however,  have  great  hopes  of  acquiring  some  land  during  the  next 
few  months,  while  two  of  the  others  have  commenced  trading 
operations. 

The  total  acreage  of  land  held  by  small  holding  and  allot- 
ments societies  in  the  Branch  now  amounts  to  1,908  acres. 

Improvement  of  Live  Stock. 

Under  the  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Agrjjculture  for  the  im- 
provement of  live  stock,  a  number  of  Horse,  Bull,  and  Boar 
Clubs  have  been  formed,  namely  six  Horse  Societies,  £9  Bull 
Societies  and  1 1  Boar  Societies. 

Intertrading  with  the  Industrial  Movement. 

The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  Ltd.,  which  supplies 
many  of  the  needs  of  the  Industrial  Co-operative  Stores,  is  also 
supplying  meals,  offals,  corn,  and  coal  to  many  of  the  agricultural 
societies  in  the  Branch  area.  In  a  few  cases  intertrading  has 
taken  place  between  agricultural  societies  and  industrial  societies 
by  which  the  latter  have  obtained  produce  from  the  former.  This 
produce  has  consisted  of  eggs,  vegetables,  potatoes,  and  cheese. 

Rural  Party  Line  Telephones. 

There  are  now  31  telephone  party  lines  working  in  the  Branch 
and  18  others  have  been  authorised,  most  of  which  are  now  under 
construction.  A  few  special  exchanges  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  agricultural  districts  have  also  been  established  in  different 
parts  of  the  Branch  area. 
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Rural  Housing. 

There  are  two  Rural  Co-partnership  Housing  Societies  in  the 
Branch,  and  the  one  at  Petersfield  has  completed  twenty  houses 
on  thirty  acres  of  land.  Here  a  trading-  society  and  a  credit 
society  have  been  started  side  by  side  so  that  the  tenant  members 
of  the  housing-  society  can  also  obtain  benefits  in  these  other 
directions. 

County  Councils  and  the  A,O.S. 

The  Education  Committee  of  the  Wilts  County  Council  again 
approached  the  A.O.S.  with  a  view  to  a  course  of  lectures  on 
agricultural  co-operation  being  given  on  their  behalf,  and  a  series 
of  nineteen  lectures  was  given  at  which  the  total  attendance  was 
422,  an  average  of  twenty-two  per  lecfure.  As  an  outcome  the 
following  societies  have  already  been  formed  and  others  are  in 
course  of  formation  : — 

Aldbourne  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.,  Knoyle  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd., 
Durrington  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

The  Hampshire  County  Council  Small  Holdings  Committee 
has  agreed  to  the  Small  Holdings  Officer  co-operating  v/ith  the 
Southern  Branch  of  the- -A.O.S.  with  a  view  to  organizing  co- 
operative trading  societies  amongst  some  of  the  groups  of 
smallholders  in  the  county,  and  the  Dorset  County  Council 
Horticultural  Instructor  also  has  offered  to  co-operate  with  the 
A.O.S.  by  distributing  leaflets  on  Agricultural  Co-operation  at  his 
lectures. 
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SECOND  REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH- 
EASTERN BRANCH  (Northumberland. 
Durham,  and  Yorkshire). 

THECOMMITTEE. 

Acting- Chairman — The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,   K.P.,  K.C.V.O. 

Mr.  J.  Balden.  Mr.  Oswald  McBryde. 

Captain  Clive  Behrens.  Mr.  J.  McLaren,  Junr. 

Sir  Hugh  Bell,  Bart.  Mr.  S.  W.  Meyer. 

Mr.  Philip  Burtt.  Mr.  H.  G.  Stobart. 

Mr.  W.  Clayton.  Mr.  J.  M.  Strickland. 
Captain  the  Hon.  John  Dawnay.      Mr.  J.  A.  Willis. 
The  Viscount  Howick. 

Organizing  Secretary —  Mr.  Wm.  Liddle. 

Offices — Galtres  Chambers,  Coppergate,  York. 

Telephone  Number  752.  Telegrams,  Aos.  York. 

History  of  the  Branch. 

The  Counties  of  Yorkshire  and  Durham  were  the  first  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society's  scheme  of 
local  committees.  Several  conferences  of  representatives  of  the 
chief  Yorkshire  societies  and  the  A.O.S.  were  held,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  area  to  be  covered  should  be  the  whole  of  the 
three  North-Eastern  Counties — Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  North- 
umberland. A  committee  was  formed  in  May,  1910,  of  representa- 
tives from  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  The  Wensleydale 
Pure  Milk  Society,  Limited,  The  Teesdale  Associated  Farmers, 
Limited,  the  North  Eastern  Railway  Company,  and  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  (Northern  Section),  Limited,  with  the  object  of  securing 
further  agricultural  development  through  co-operation  in  York- 
shire, Durham,  and  Northumberland.  That  committee  developed 
into  what  is  now  the  North  Eastern  Branch. 

When,  in  the  summer  of  191 2,  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  was  re-constituted  and  placed  under  the  direction  of 
a  Board  of  Governors,  the  re-constitution  of  the  Society's  Branches 
was  also  necessitated.  Several  members  were  added  to  the 
committee,  thus  making  it  more  representative  of  the  counties 
comprised  by  the  Branch.  In  addition,  the  Small  Holdings 
Commissioner  and  representatives  from  the  Agricultural  Colleges 
at  Leeds  and  Newcastle  now  attend  the  meetings. 
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Owing  to  the  lack  of  funds,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
reduce  the  staff.  Mr.  Nunneley,  who  rendered  valuable  services 
as  organizing  secretary  during  the  period  under  review,  has 
become  District  Correspondent,  and  the  staff  at  the  office  will  now 
consist  of  an  organizing  secretary  and  a  typist  in  the  office.  At 
the  same  time  the  committee  are  convinced  that,  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  work  satisfactorily,  at  least  two  organizers  should  be 
employed.  An  urgent  appeal  is,  therefore,  made  to  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  development  of  agricultural  co-operation  in  the 
Branch  area  to  enable  the  work  to  be  placed  upon  a  satisfactory 
basis.  The  committee  have  been  considering  the  question  whether 
the  ideal  method  of  carrying  out  propaganda  and  organising  work 
in  the  Branch  ought  not  to  be  the  employment  of  an  organizer  for 
each  of  the  three  counties,  each  organizer  to  be  assisted  by  a  small 
sub-committee  of  two  or  three  members  who  would  act  as  a  con- 
sultative body. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  only  by  the  establishment  of  the  Branch 
has  it  been  possible  for  the  last  three  years  to  devote  that  close 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  Society  in  the  area  which  is  necessary 
to  a  proper  maintenance  of  progress,  and,  indeed,  indispensable,  if 
the  societies  which  have  already  been  formed  are  to  be  adequately 
assisted  during  their  early  difficulties.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  Branch,  co-operation  amongst 
the  farmers  is  to-day  a  strong  and  living  force  in  many  districts  of 
the  North  Eastern  Counties. 

General  Position  of  the  Movement  in  the 
North  Eastern  Branch. 

There  are  now  43  societies  in  the  Branch.  The  figures  the 
end  of  December,  191 3,  were  approximately  as  follows  : — 

Societies.    Membership.  Turnover. 

Societies  for  purchaseof  require- 
ments and  sale  of  produce...        27  2,358  £^3^i^5S 

Small  Holding  and  Allotment 

Societies       ...        ...        ...        16  i>299  — 

Eight  societies,  in  addition  to  the  above  have  been  formed 
since  the  end  of  December,  and  three  societies  are  no  longer 
included  in  our  list  for  the  following  reason  : — 

Craven  Tenant  Farmers'  Association. — The  work  of  this 
body  being  chiefly  protective,  they  did  not  feel  justified  in 
continuing  affiliation, 

Weardale  Farmers'  Association.— Now  amalgamated  with 
the  Bishop  Auckland  Society, 
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,1     Bentham  Dairy  Society,  Ltd. — Now  included  in  the  area  of 
the  North  Western  Branch. 
During  the  year  23  lectures  have  been  given,  80  meetings 
attended,  and  over  178  visits  paid  to  different  parts  of  the  Branch. 

Societies  which  were  in  existence  prior  to  the 
period  covered  in  the  Report. 

The  larger  Trading  Societies  are  making  steady  and  satis- 
factory progress  and  show  a  substantial  increase  in  their  turnover. 
In  April  last  the  Brandsby  Society  opened  a  sub-depot  at  Helmsley 
and  during  the  year  they  have  made  great  headway  in  other 
branches  of  agricultural  co-operation. 

The  Calder  Vale  Agriculturists'  Trading  Society  completed 
their  first  full  year's  work  in  December,  and  in  addition  to  effecting 
a  large  turnover  they  have  extended  their  field  of  operations  and 
increased  their  membership. 

The  Wharfedale  Farmers'  Trading  Association  recently  opened 
a  well  equipped  mill  at  Leathley,  which  supplies  meals  of  all  kinds, 
and  where  members  can  send  their  own  grown  grain  to  be  ground. 

Interest  in  the  Whitby  district  has  been  revived  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  society  operating  in  that  area  is  now  upon  a  sound 
footing  and  shows  a  highly  satisfactory  turnover  for  the  year. 

The  Bishop  Auckland  and  Heighington  Societies  in  Durham 
County  form  admirable  examples  of  the  triumph  of  co-operation 
over  individual  effort  and  both  are  able  to  show  a  substantial  turn- 
over and  profit  at  the  end  of  their  first  year's  trading. 

It  is,  however,  unnecessary  to  single  out  for  special  mention 
others  of  the  trading  societies  which  were  established  prior  to  the 
period  covered  in  the  Report.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  in  nearly  all 
cases  they  have  made  steady  progress  and  are  admirably  fulfilling 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  called  into  being. 

The  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society  has  again  made  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  its  turnover. 

The  opening  of  the  creamery  at  Haltwhistle  in  November  was 
closely  followed  by  that  at  Allendale  where,  in  addition  to  a 
satisfactory  dairy  business,  a  useful  trade  in  farmers'  requirements 
is  being  effected. 

The  affiliated  small  holdings  societies  are  progressing  steadily, 
and  in  the  majority  of  cases  their  members  are  in  possession 
of  land. 

The  largest  of  these  in  point  of  acreage  is  the  Ryton  Small  Hold- 
ings and  Allotments  Co-operative  Society,  where  nearly  250  acres 
are  held  co-operatively  by  103  members.  Only  a  very  few  possess 
a  large  acreage  ;  these  keep  cows  and  raise  mixed  crops.    A  number 
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of  the  members  are  poultry  keepers  and  the  remainder  grow 
flowers,  and  vegetables  for  home  consumption.  Altogether  the 
society  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  and  is  typical  of  the 
allotment  societies  in  the  mining  districts  of  the  North,  among 
which  may  also  be  mentioned  those  at  Blyth,  Ashington,  and  Hirst. 
The  members  take  a  great  interest  in  their  society  and  work  well 
together  and  sometimes  join  amongst  themselves  to  effect  purchases. 

The  Ferryhill  Village  Small  Holdings  Society,  a  compara- 
tively new  society,  holds  over  86  acres  of  land  co-operatively,  and 
although  they  have  not  yet  taken  up  the  combined  purchase  of 
requirements,  many  of  the  members  have  purchased  meals, 
manures,  seeds,  etc.,  individually  from  the  Bishop  Auckland 
Society.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  society  will 
have  a  depot  of  their  own  for  supplying  members  with  their  needs. 

Other  typical  societies  which  have  been  able  to  secure  land  by 
forming  themselves  into  properly  registered  bodies  are  situated  at 
South  Shields,  Pocklington,  Pickering,  Bridlington,  Barnsley, 
Morley,  etc. 

An  example  of  yet  another  type  of  small  farmers'  society  is 
the  Hunsingore  and  District  Fruit  Growers'  Association.  Here 
there  are  a  number  of  small  holders  and  growers  who  hold  their 
\smd  mdividually  but  have  combined  for  the  purchase  of  require- 
ments. A  demonstration  plot  of  one  acre  is  rented  by  the  society 
and  it  is  to  their  eff"orts  that  the  recent  improvement  in  the  gardens 
and  orchards  in  the  district  is  due.  The  co-operative  sale  of 
members'  produce  is  now  under  consideration. 

New  Societies. 

Organizing  work  has  been  carried  on  extensively  throughout 
the  Branch  and  nine  societies  have  been  registered  since  March  31st, 
1913.  Six  are  for  the  supply  of  agricultural  requirements 
and  the  disposal  of  produce,  and  three  for  the  holding  of  land. 
In  addition,  the  ground  is  being  prepared  for  several  other 
societies,  some  of  which  will  probably  be  formed  very  shortly. 

The  nine  societies  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

1  .   Trading  Societies. 

After  registration  in  April  last,  the  Kirkby  Malzeard  and 
District  Agricultural  Society  held  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
surrounding  district  in  order  to  obtain  support.  In  spite  of 
their  isolated  position  (seven  to  eight  miles  north-west  of  Ripon 
Railway  Station)  they  have  had  a  most  successful  year,  and  are 
now  considering  the  establishment  of  branch  depots. 
' 'sMU'The  North-West  Durham  Farmers'  Association,  with  their 
headquarters  at  Waterhouses,  about  six  miles  west  of  Durham, 
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was  formed  in  November  last,  and  shows  every  prospect  of 
becoming  a  most  useful  society.  They  are  still  in  the  early  stages 
of  -  development,  but  have  already  started  the  purchase  of 
members'  requirements. 

The  formation  of  the  Todmorden  and  District  Farmers' 
Association,  due  west  of  Halifax,  was  the  result  of  a  meeting 
convened  by  the  local  Farmers'  Association — a  protective  body — 
and  the  members  of  this  organization  formed  a  useful  nucleus  for 
building  up  a  successful  trading  society. 

The  Wortley  and  Tankersley  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society 
is  situated  about  eight  miles  north  of  Sheffield,  and  was  only 
recently  formed.  At  first  the  society  will  probably  confine  their 
attention  to  the  purchase  of  requirements.  Later  on  the  disposal 
of  dairy  produce  may  possibly  be  taken  up. 

The  Ingleby  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association  was 
established  during  the  last  part  of  February,  in  accordance  with  the 
desire  of  the  local  Farmers'  Club,  to  form  themselves  into  a 
properly  registered  body  for. the  purchase  of  requirements.  It  is 
their  intention  to  employ  a  whole  time  manager,  and,  judging  by 
the  small  but  useful  trade  effected  by  the  Club  before  registration, 
the  society  starts  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

2.— Small  Holdings  Societies. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies  have  been  registered 
at  Tunstall  and  Birtley,  in  the  County  of  Durham. 

The  East  Ayton  Cowgate  Association,  in  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  is  an  interesting  variation  of  the  ordinary  Allotments 
Society.  It  is  a  common  grazing  undertaking,  and  there  are,  of 
necessity,  a  limited  number  of  members,  each  holding  one  or  more 
"gates,"  each  gate  allowing  the  holder  to  graze  one  cow  on  the 
Society's  pasture.  The  tenants  are  thus  also  the  members  of  the 
Society,  so  that  the  management  of  the  scheme  is  similar  to  that  of 
an  Allotments  Association. 

3.— Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Societies. 

In  September  last  the  A.O.S.  Fruit  and  Market  (larden 
Expert  interviewed  a  number  of  growers  in  the  Cottingham 
district,  near  Hull,  with  the  result  that  several  meetings  were  held 
culminating  in  the  formation  of  the  Cottingham  and  District 
Growers'  Association.  The  Society  was  registered  in  March,  and 
is  now  being  thoroughly  organised  with  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  the  members'  produce  and  purchasing  their  requirements. 

Joint  Working  Between  Societies. 

Several  of  the  affiliated  trading  societies  in  the  Branch 
combine  for  the  purchase  of  certain  requirements,  and  this  form  of 
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co-operation  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular,  particularly  with 
newly  formed  societies  which  are,  naturally,  anxious  to  start  work 
on  the  right  lines  and  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The  advantages 
are  manifold,  and,  in  addition  to  those  of  a  purely  business  nature 
include  the  interchange  of  ideas  and  the  setting  up  of  friendly 
relations  between  different  societies. 

The  Calder  Vale  Agriculturists'  Trading  Society  (mentioned 
above)  continues  to  effect  a  sound  trade  with  several  other  societies 
in  the  West  Riding  to  their  mutual  satisfaction. 

The  Disposal  of  Wool. 

The  Committee  of  the  Branch  have  had  the  question  of  the 
co-operative  disposal  of  wool  before  them  since  the  winter  of 
1911-12.  With  the  appointment  by  the  Governors  of  an  expert  to 
act  as  wool  organizer,  it  has  been  possible  to  make  a  definite  be- 
ginning, namely  in  the  Brandsby  and  Malton  district  of  Yorkshire. 
The  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association  took  the  matter 
up  very  keenly  and  decided  last  year  to  adopt  the  scheme  which 
had  been  drawn  up  by  the  A.O.S.  A  depot  at  Malton  was  utilised 
for  the  process  of  grading  and  for  the  subsequent  packing. 

About  7,000  fleeces  were  dealt  with  collectively,  representing 
the  wool  of  about  25  farmers.  Each  farmer  sent  in  his  wool  to  the 
depot,  where  he  was  given  a  receipt  for  the  total  weight  of  his 
consignment.  The  wool  of  each  sender  was  kept  separate  until  it 
had  been  classed,  when  the  amount  belonging  to  each  class  was 
noted.  These  particulars  were  afterwards  sent  to  the  farmers, 
together  with  the  prices  realised  for  each  grade  of  wool,  and  a 
cheque  in  payment  after  the  small  expenses  of  working  the  scheme 
had  been  deducted.  An  expert  classer  was  employed  and  he  spent 
ten  days  at  the  depot.  After  baling,  the  wool  was  despatched  by 
rail  and  steamer  and  sold  at  the  London  Wool  Sales  on  8th  July, 
1913,  It  may  here  be  noted  that  this  represents  the  first  consign- 
ment of  British  wool,  put  up  in  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  the 
great  bulk  of  foreign  and  Dominion  wool,  to  be  placed  on  the 
London  Wool  Market. 

The  result  of  this  experiment  was  sufficiently  encouraging  to 
convince  the  farmers  who  had  sent  in  their  wool  of  the  soundness 
of  the  scheme,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  repeat  it  this  year  on  an 
extended  scale.  It  should  be  specially  remarked  that  by  following 
this  system  each  farmer  received,  after  expenses  had  been  met,  the 
exact  amount  realised  for  each  of  the  different  qualities  of  wool 
sent  in  by  him.  Furthermore,  a  modification  of  the  system  of 
placing  the  wool  on  the  markets  is  proposed  which  will  still 
further,  and  to  a  considerable  extent,  reduce  the  working  expenses. 
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Improvement  of  Live  Stock. 

Interviews  have  taken  place  between  our  organizers  and  the 
Live  Stock  Officers  whose  districts  cover  the  branch  area — Mr. 
Crawford  (Yorkshire)  and  Mr.  Schofield  (the  four  Northern 
Counties).  They  have  been  supplied  with  information  respecting 
our  affiliated  societies,  many  of  which  are  anxious  to  take  up  the 
schemes  under  which  grants  will  be  made  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  approved  applicants. 

Co-Operative  Insurance. 

During  the  period  under  review  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in 
the  insurance  business  effected  by  affiliated  societies  in  the  Branch. 

Rural  Telephones. 

Telephone  facilities  have  been  greatly  increased  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  Branch  during  the  year,  particularly  in  the  following 
areas: — 

York  Area. 

HoviNGHAM  (North  Riding). — The  activities  of  the  Brandsby 
Agricultural  Trading  Association  have  led  to  the  authorisation 
of  a  proposal  for  an  exchange  at  Hovingham,  and  we  understand 
the  work  will  be  started  in  April.  Further  enquiries  are  now  being 
made  with  regard  to  a  scheme  for  running  a  party  line  between 
Hovingharn  and  Brandsby. 

Sherburn,  Helperthorpe  and  Weaverthorpe,  near 
Malton  (East  Riding). — A  proposal  for  an  exchange  at  Sherburn 
was  submitted  recently,  and  it  is  particularly  important  that  this 
should  be  sanctioned,  as  upon  it  will  depend  the  success  of  a 
scheme  for  an  exchange  and  other  telephone  facilities  in  the 
Helperthorpe  and  Weaverthorpe  district. 

An  exchange  has  been  opened  at  Coxwold  (North  Riding)  and 
one  at  Snainton  (near  Scarborough)  has  been  sanctioned,  while  a 
proposal  for  one  at  Sheriff  Hutton  (North  Riding)  was  submitted 
recently. 

Middlesbrough  Area. 

Wensleydale. — The  scheme  mentioned  in  the  last  Report  is 
now  in  working  order,  and  there  are  exchanges  at  the  following 
places  : — Middleham,  Leyburn,  Wensley,  Bainbridge  and  Hawes. 
In  addition,  call  offices  have  been  opened  at  Redmire  and  West 
Witton.  There  is  also  a  desire  for  call  offices  at  East  Witton, 
Carlton  and  Carperby. 

Leeds  Area. 

Embsay. — A  proposal  has  been  authorised  for  the  provision 
of  a  rural  party  line  with  six  stations  to  serve  the  Embsay  district, 
near  Skipton  (West  Riding) 
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THIRD  REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH  WALES 
BRANCH  (Anglesey,  Carnarvon,  Denbigh, 
Flint,  Merioneth  and  Montgomery). 

THE  COMMITTEE. 

President — The  Lord  Boston. 

Chairman — Colonel  The  Hon.  R.  Stapleton-Cotton, 
Llwynon,  Llanfair  P.G. ,  Anglesey. 

Lady  Boston.  Sir  Harry  Reichel  (Principal, 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (Co-operative  University  College  of  North 

Union).  Wales). 

Mr.  Evan  R.  Davies.  Mr.  H.  Thompson  (L.  &  N.W. 
Mr.  D.  H.  Davies.  Railway). 

Mr.  Rupert  Ellis.  Lady  Williams. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Evans.  Mr.  S.  Williamson  (Cambrian 
Major  W.  A.  Fox  Pitt.  Railway  Company). 

Mr.  A.  Macrae.  Professor  White  (University 
Mr.  J.  Owen  (Small  Holdings  College  of  North  Wales). 

Commissioner).  Mr.  R.  T.  Evans. 
Colonel  Sandbach. 

Organizing  Secretary — Mr.  E.  W.  Jones. 

Offices — Cathedral  Buildings,  Bangor. 

Telephone — No.  128.  Telegrams — Aos.,  Bangor. 

It  was  found  that  the  offices  at  Holyhead  were  not  situated  in  a 
sufficiently  central  position  for  the  purposes  of  conveniently  work- 
ing the  Branch,  and  new  offices  have  been  acquired  at  Cathedral 
Buildings,  Bangor. 


Position  of  the  Movement. 

The  Branch  was  inaugurated  in  1910,  and  the  following 
societies  were  ac  work  in  its  area  at  the  end  of  March,  1914. 

Societies  for  the  Purchase  of  Requirements  and  Sale 

of  Produce          ...        ..         ...        ...        ...  31 

Egg  and  Poultry  Society         ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Miscellaneous  Societies  ..         ...        ...        ...        ...  4 

The  movement  in  North  Wales  may  be  said  to  have  passed 
out  of  its  pioneer  stages.    In  its  early  days  it  was  necessary  that 
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the  first  object  of  its  promoters  should  be  to  arouse  the  attention 
of  the  ignorant  or  indifferent.  But,  at  the  present  time,  the  im- 
portance of  agricultural  co-operation  is  becoming  realised  on  every 
hand,  and  on  all  sides  we  find  manifested  an  ever  increasing 
degree  of  sympathy  with  the  eff'orts  which  are  being  made  to 
promote  it. 

This  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  public  involves  a  certain 
change  in  the  responsibilities  of  the  Branch.  More  attention  is 
now  given  to  guiding  and  keeping  the  movement  on  the  soundest 
lines,  enabling  the  new  societies  to  begin  their  work  in  the  most 
advantageous  way,  strengthening  those  already  established,  and 
encouraging  the  adoption  of  the  best  systems  of  book-keeping 
and  the  methods  of  business  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  the 
most  beneficial.  Hence  as  the  movement  advances  the  task  of 
propaganda  becomes  both  increasingly  necessary  and  increasingly 
onerous,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  of  the  Branch  may  be 
greatly  aided  in  the  future  by  the  County  Committees  which  were 
formed  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Joint  Trading. 

Nothing  shows  more  clearly  this  general  advance  of  the 
movement,  and  the  possibilities  it  opens  up,  than  the  growing 
tendency  towards  combined  action  on  the  part  of  the  societies. 
It  often  takes  time  for  a  newly  formed  society  to  shake  off" 
individualistic  traditions,  and  to  perceive  that  it  has.  more  to  gain 
by  combining  than  by  competing  with  the  other  societies  of  its 
neighbourhood.  Yet  this  further  application  of  the  co-operative 
principle  is  the  essential  condition  for  complete  success.  In 
previous  years  it  had  several  times  been  proposed  that  the  societies 
should  effect  certain  purchases  jointly,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  great 
satisfaction  that  joint  purchases  are  now  actually  being  ac- 
complished through  the  age'ncy  of  the  North  Wales  Section  of  the 
Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board,  the  secretary  of  which,  Mr. 
Bowen  Roberts,  has  devoted  his  energies  without  stint  to  furthering 
its  work. 

New  Societies. 

During  the  period  under  review  seven  new  societies  have  been 
formed,  of  which  some  particulars  may  be  given  : — 

1.  Lleyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

This  society  is  situated  in  Carnarvonshire,  fifteen  miles  from 
the  nearest  railway  station,  and  nearly  all  the  goods  it  purchases 
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are  brought  by  sea.  The  members,  who  number  140,  have  been 
-anxious  to  build  a  breakwater,  but  there  is  some  difficulty  in 
securing-  the  land,  and  the  matter  is  left  in  abeyance  for  the  time. 

2.  Llanfrothern  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

The  formation  of  this  society  was  due,  in  great  measure,  to 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Clough  Williams  Ellis.  It  is  not  large,  but  is 
none  the  less  useful  to  its  members,  most  of  whom  are  small 
farmers. 

3.  Maentwrog  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

This  was  established  late  in  the  year,  and  by  the  end  of  March 
it  had  fifty  members. 

4.  Talsarnau  and  District  Co=operative  Society 

is  of  special  interest,  because  it  is  the  second  co-operative  society 
which  has  been  formed  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  The  first 
society  was  unfortunate  in  its  secretary,  and  had  to  be  wound  up, 
not  without  loss  also  to  the  members,  who  had  to  meet  a  liability  of 
15s.  per  share.  Such  an  experience,  one  would  have  thought, 
might  have  proved  sufficient  to  discourage  the  members  from 
making  a  fresh  attempt  at  combining.  But,  after  the  work  of 
their  society  had  been  brought  to  an  end,  prices  rose  to  such  a 
point  that  they  felt  obliged  to  start  another,  and  they  are  deter- 
mined to  make  the  new  one  a  success. 

5.  St.  Asaph  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 
which  was  established  in  the  early  months  of  1914,  is  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  Vale  of  Clwyd.  It  started  with  excellent 
prospects,  and  has  now  further  strengthened  its  position  by  amal- 
gamation with  the  North  West  Flintshire  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society  under  the  title  of  The  Vale  of  Clwyd  Agricultural  Co-oper- 
ative Society.  Here  we  probably  have  the  beginnings  of  a  very 
powerful  and  useful  organization. 

6.  The  Foel  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 

has  just  finished  its  first  year  of  trading,  and  its  turnover  has 
amounted  to  nearly  ;^2,i34.  The  usual  result  has  followed  and 
prices  in  the  neighbourhood  have  been  largely  reduced. 

7.  The  Llanbedr  Dyffryn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 

is  situated  in  a  district  where  there  is  very  keen  competition,  but  in 
spite  of  the  difficulties  it  has  to  face,  and  although  its  turnover  is 
not  large,  it  is  accomplishing  a  great  deal  of  good.  It  has 
forty-seven  members. 

8.  The  Anglesey  Productive  Society. 
One  of  the  most  important  developments  in  the  Branch  during 
the  year  has  been  the  formation  of    the  Anglesey  Productive 
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Society  to  act  as  an  agent  for  all  the  societies  in  the  island  for  the 
disposal  of  their  produce.  An  expert  salesman  has  been  appointed, 
and  during  the  first  five  weeks  of  his  work  he  sold  ;£"6oo  worth  of 
produce,  consisting  chiefly  of  oats  and  barley.  This  side  of  the 
movement  seems  to  appeal  to  the  farmers  far  more  than  the  supply 
of  their  requirements. 

Eggs  and  Poultry. 

The  egg  and  poultry  industry  has  certainly  been  stimulated  by 
the  visit  of  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Demonstration  Train.  Increased 
interest  in  the  industry  is  shown  throughout  North  Wales,  and, 
in  several  districts,  the  possibility  of  the  formation  of  poultry 
societies  is  being  discussed.  Several  societies  have  been  formed 
in  Anglesey  with  the  purpose  of  improving  the  breeds  of  poultry, 
and  of  increasing  egg  and  poultry  production,  and  the  quantity  of 
eggs  received  at  the  Anglesey  Egg  Collecting  Depot  has  been 
more  than  doubled. 

Wool. 

A  great  deal  of  interest  is  taken  in  the  question  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  wool  industry,  and  the  experiment  was  tried  of 
placing  a  small  consignment  of  wool  on  the  London  wool  market. 
The  result  has  shown  that  there  is  a  market  for  Welsh  wool  in 
London. 

A  sub-committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  Branch  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  this  subject. 

Relations  with  Other  Bodies. 

The  pleasant  relations  have  been  maintained  which  have  always 
existed  between  the  Branch  and  the  local  authorities  and  educa- 
tional institutions  of  its  area,  and  which  have  done  so  much  to  unify 
and  promote  the  general  movement  towards  rural  betterment  in 
North  Wales.  Two  county  council  instructors  (one  for  Anglesey 
and  the  other  for  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire)  are  members  of  the 
Branch  Committee,  as  is  also  the  live  stock  officer  for  North 
Wales  ;  and  Professor  White,  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
the  University  College  of  Bangor,  by  his  advice  and  regular 
attendance  at  the  Branch  meetings,  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  the  movement.  Again,  the  free  testing  of  seeds  and  analysis  of 
manures  at  the  college  have  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  agri- 
culturists of  the  area,  but  agricultural  co-operative  societies  might 
with  advantage  avail  themselves  of  such  facilities  to  a  still  greater 
extent. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  note  further  that  the  railway  companies 
of  the  area  look  with  favour  on  the  movement,  which,  indeed,  by 
developing-  the  agricultural  industry,  must  necessarily  increase  the 
traffic  and  profits  of  the  railway.  The  standardisation,  too,  of 
packag-es  and  the  bulking- of  consignments,  while  resulting  in  lower 
rates  to  the  producer,  facilitates  at  the  same  time  the  business  of 
the  railway  ;  and  by  leasing  land  for  depots  and  in  other  ways,  the 
companies  have,  in  many  instances,  helped  to  promote  the  work  of 
the  societies. 
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FIRST  REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH-WESTERN 
BRANCH  (Lancashire,  Cheshire,  Westmor- 
land and  Cumberland). 

THE  COMMITTEE. 
Chairnian—^.  A.  Yerburgh,   Esq.,  M.P.,  Woodfold  Park, 

Blackburn. 

Mr.   W.   Fitzherbert-Brock-  Mr.  G.  Procter. 

holes,  D.L.  Mr.  F.  B.  Punchard. 

Colonel  Sir  E.  Cotton-Jodrell,        Mr.  T.  C.  Toler. 

K.C.B.  Mr.  E.  Wharton. 

Mr.  J.  Travis  Clegg.  Mr,  A.  Whitehead. 

M'r.  E.  G.  Howsin.  Mr.  R.J.  M.  Wilson. 

Mr.  J.  P.  T.  Jackson.  Mr.  A.  Allsebrook. 

Mr.  E.  Marsh.  Mr.  Anthony  Spedding. 

Organizing  Secretary- — Mr.  S.  B.  Meyer. 

Offices — County  Chambers,    Fishergate,  Preston. 

Telephone — No.  179.         '        Telegrams — Aos. ,  Preston. 


History  of  the  Branch. 

During  the  autumn  of  191 2  it  was  possible  to  take  some  further 
steps  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a  Branch  for  the  North-Western 
Counties  asa  further  step  in  the  scheme  forthe  formation  of  Branches 
of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  to  cover  different  districts. 
The  North-Western  Branch  has  now  been  definitely  constituted, 
and  the  area  includes  the  counties  of  Lancashire,  Cheshire, 
Westmorland,  Cumberland,  and  a  small  part  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire.  The  latter  was  exchanged  for  a  part  of  Westmorland 
with  the  North-Eastern  Branch,  as  this  geographical  division 
makes  travelling  and  organising  work  easier  for  both  Branches  in 
regard  to  these  respective  districts.  Thanks  to  the  initiative  of 
Mr.  Yerburgh  and  Mr.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  during  the 
latter  part  of  1912  matters  were  proceeded  with  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  Branch,  and,  in  February,  1913,  a  meeting  was 
held  at  Preston  which  was  attended  by  delegates  from  seven 
affiliated  societies  in  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  and  Westmorland,  from 
the  Co-operative  Union,  and  the  Central  Office  of  the  A.O.S.  Mr. 
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Yerburgh  presided,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Brockholes  and 
others.  The  first  committee  of  the  Branch  was  nominated  last 
July,  and  on  the  31st  of  that  month  the  committee  met  for 
the  first  time.  Since  then  an  Organizing-  Secretary  has  been  ap- 
pointed, and  office  accommodation  has  been  secured  at  County 
Chambers,  Fishergate,  Preston,  so  that  by  the  end  of  last  year  the 
new  Branch  may  be  said  to  have  got  into  full  working  order. 


General  Position  of  the  Movement  in  the 
Branch  Area. 

The  present  report  bein'gthe  first  in  the  history  of  the  Branch,  a 
convenient  opportunity  is  presented  for  describing  briefly  the  general 
position  of  agricultural  co-operation  in  the  North- West  of  England 
at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Branch  as  well  as  the 
work  which  has  been  done  during  the  year  under  review.  Under  the 
latter  heading  is  included  what  was  done  before  the  Branch  was 
finally  established,  as  well  as  what  has  been  accomplished  during 
the  comparatively  short  period  which  has  since  elapsed.  It  may  be 
convenient  to  give  a  few  brief  notes  on  each  of  the  counties  which 
are  included  in  the  area. 

Lancashire. 

This  county,  which  is  of  much  greater  importance  agricul- 
turally than  is  generally  realised,  may  be  said  to  be  roughly  divided 
into  two  districts  according  to  the  nature  of  the  work  carried  on. 
The  North  and  West  is  principally  agricultural,  while  the  South 
and  East  consist  largely  of  the  great  industrial  towns.  In  the 
agricultural  districts  of  the  North- West  the  production  of  dairy 
produce,  eggs,  wool,  live  stock,  and  general  field  and  garden  crops 
occupy  the  attention  of  agriculturists.  In  the  South  and 
East  production  from  an  agricultural  point  of  view  is  almost 
entirely  confined  to  milk.  There  is,  however,  another  branch 
which  comes  within  the  purview  of  the  A.O.S.,  namely  the  allot- 
ment movement  on  the  outskirts  of  a  great  many  of  the  towns. 
Allotments  are  a  common  feature  and  collectively  a  considerable 
amount  of  garden  produce  is  grown,  a  great  deal  of  which, 
however,  is  directly  consumed  by  the  families  of  the  growers 
themselves. 

There  are  thirteen  affiliated  societies  in  Lancashire  and  the  ad- 
joining part  of  Yorkshire,  and  of  these  two  are  dairy  societies, 
two  are  small  holdings  societies,  while  the  chief  object  of  the  re- 
mainder is  to  supply  their  members  with  agricultural  requirements. 
Some  of  them  also  sell  produce  for  their  members. 
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Cheshire. 

This  county  is  very  largely  devoted  to  dairying,  though  by  no 
means  to  the  exclusion  of  other  branches  of  agriculture.  There 
are  eight  affiliated  societies  in  the  county,  one  of  these  being  a 
dairy  society  and  tw^o  being  small  holdings  societies. 

Westmorland. 

The  chief  classes  of  produce  are  milk,  butter  and  cheese,  eggs, 
wool,  live  stock,  and  in  certain  more  or  less  defined  districts,  fruit 
is  grown.  There  are  three  affiliated  societies,  including  one  dairy 
society. 

Cumberland. 

The  nature  of  the  farming  is  very  similar  to  that  in  Westmor- 
land, althoucrh  field  crops  play  a  more  important  part  in  many 
districts  of  Cum.berland  than  they  do  in  Westmorland.  There  is 
only  one  trading  society  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.  at  the  present 
moment,  but  we  have  knowledge  of  four  other  agricultural  co- 
operative societies  which  are  engaged  in  trading  operations. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  there  are  altogether  twenty- 
five  affiliated  societies  within  the  Branch  area.  In  addition  to  these 
there  is  a  certain  number  of  societies  which  were  in  existence  before 
the  A.O.S.  began  its  work  and  which  are  not  affiliated.  In  the 
case  of  several  of  the  latter  the  A.O.S.  could,  no  doubt,  be 
of  some  service  by  putting  them  into  touch  with  other  trading 
bodies,  by  helping  them  in  negotiations  and  getting  them 
linked  up  with  the  whole  agricultural  co-operative  movement. 
With  several  of  them  the  Organizing  Secretary  of  the  Branch  has 
already  been  able  to  establish  friendly  relations  and  it  is  greatly  to 
be  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  these  societies,  most  of  which  are 
extremely  successful,  will  see  their  way  to  join  forces  with  us. 

Speaking  generally,  the  co-operative  movement  may  be  said 
already  to  have  obtained  a  firm  hold  in  many  districts  within  the 
Branch  area.  Many  of  the  societies  at  work  have  already  built  up 
a  large  trade  and  employ  managers  of  skill  and  experience.  The 
Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board  enables  the  different  societies  to 
get  into  touch  with  each  other  and  with  the  movement  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  There  is,  in  addition  to  the  work  of  organiz- 
ing new  societies  in  districts  which  have  not  yet  taken  up  co-opera- 
tion, a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  linking  small  societies  together  for 
trading  purposes  and  as  far  as  possible  enabling  them  to  obtain 
the  advantages  of  trading  through  the  larger  and  longer  established 
societies  which  could,  in  many  cases,  give  them  very  much  greater 
business  advantages  than  they  obtain  at  present.  Such  intertrad- 
ing  between  societies  could  gradually  be  increased  to  the  mutua 
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advantage  of  all  concerned.  On  the  side  of  organization  for  the 
sale  of  produce  there  is  also  scope  for  much  future  work.  The 
movement  is  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  secure  the  sympathy 
of  so  many  well-known  landowners,  farmers  and  others,  who  in 
many  cases  are  doing  splendid  practical  work  by  filling  the  office  of 
chairman  or  president  of  many  of  the  local  societies. 

Purchase  of  Requirements. 

It  is  in  the  joint  purchase  of  their  requirements  that,  up  till 
the  present,  the  farmers  in  this  part  of  England  have  developed 
the  farthest  with  regard  to  co-operative  working.  Many  of  the 
trading  societies  are  doing  a  large  business  and  are  well  estab- 
lished in  the  area  which  they  cover.  It  is  hoped  that  every 
opportunity  will  be  taken  by  them  of  increasing  their  membership 
within  their  areas,  and  one  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  every 
farmer  within  a  given  district  will  be  a  member  of  a  co-operative 
society. 

The  largest  society  of  this  kind,  which  is  also  the  oldest,  is 
the  Cheshire,  Shropshire  and  North  Wales  Farmers  Supply 
Association  which  last  year  had  a  turnover  of  18,851.  This 
Association  is  an  excellent  example  of  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  combined  eff"ort  ;  and  it  has  been  at  work  for  many 
years.  Up  to  the  present  over  ;£'40,ooo  has  been  returned  to  the 
members  out  of  the  profits.  This  old  established  and  successful 
association  joined  the  A.O.S.  movement  last  year,  since  when  the 
experience  and  influence  which  it  possesses  have  been  freely  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  other  societies  which  more  recently  have  been 
added  to  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  Preston  Society  is  the  next  largest  association  ;  it  has  a 
turnover  of  ;£^53,ooo.  There  are  four  societies  with  a  turnover  of 
over  ;£"io,ooo  and  four  others  with  one  of  over  ;£"5,ooo.  Four 
societies  of  the  total  number  only  commenced  work  last  winter 
and  are  referred  to  in  the  section  which  follows. 

The  Cheshire  Shropshire,  Preston,  Whalley,  and  Furness 
Societies  run  provender  mills  to  supply  their  own  needs,  and  the 
Preston  Society  is  preparing  to  extend  the  use  of  its  Liverpool 
mill  to  other  agricultural  distributive  societies  within  the  ordinary 
carriage  radius  of  the  port. 

Dairy  Societies. 

Of  these  societies  the  Cheshire  Milk  Producers  Depot,  Ltd., 
is  the  largest,  its  object  being  to  regulate  the  milk  supply  by 
opening  cheese  making  depots  at  suitable  centres.    The  Walkden 
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Society  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  has  largely  increased  its 
sales  during  the  past  year.  The  Lunesdale  Creamery  is  referred 
to  in  the  following  section. 


New  Societies. 

Liverpool  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association. 

This  association  was  formed  amongst  the  members  of  the 
Liverpool  Farmers'  Club,  an  influential  protective  body,  and  has 
made  arrangements  to  utilise  the  services  of  the  Club's  Secretary, 
who  is  well  situated  for  supplying  the  members'  needs. 

Lunesdale  and  District  Agricultural  Supply  Association. 

This  society  has  made  a  good  start  in  South-East  Westmor- 
land, and  includes  amongst  its  members  many  well-known  local 
farmers.  A  useful  trade  has  been  done  in  feeding  stuffs  and 
manures,  and  the  Society  is  now  opening  a  warehouse  at  Kirkby 
Lonsdale  Station. 

St.  Helens  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society. 

This  society  has  secured  a  useful  membership  around  St. 
Helens  (Lanes.),  and  employs  a  well  qualified  secretary  who  has  de- 
veloped a  creditable  trade  in  the  few  months  the  society  has 
been  at  work. 

Skelmersdale  Farmers'  Trading  Society. 

This  society  has  only  recently  begun  to  trade,  but  it  is  expected 
to  fill  a  useful  place  in  the  Skelmersdale  district,  which  is  largely 
devoted  to  the  production  of  market  garden  crops. 

Lunesdale  Farmers'  Co-operative  Creamery. 

This  society,  which  has  recently  been  registered,  proposes  to 
erect  a  fully  equipped  depot  at  Barbon,  on  the  Ingleton  Branch  of 
the  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway,  to  deal  with  members'  dairy  produce  and 
eggs.  The  milk  from  1,500  cows  has  already  been  promised,  and 
capital  to  the  amount  of  about  £800.  The  operations  of  the  society 
will  extend  to  Sedbergh  and  Dent. 


The  Lancashire  Farmers'  Association. 

The  present  report  would  be  incomplete  without  a  few  words  on 
the  work  of  the  Lancashire  Farmers'  Association.  This  powerful 
protective  organization,  whose  membership  now  totals  3,300,  and 
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which  has  45  branches,  has  in  the  past  done  much  to  familiarise 
farmers  with  the  objects  of  the  A.O.S.,  and  has  been  directly 
responsible  for  the  organization  within  its  area  of  several  pros- 
perous trading  societies  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 

The  relations  between  this  body  and  the  A.O.S.  are  most 
cordial  and  the  work  of  establishing  the  North-Western  Branch 
has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  sympathetic  attitude  of  the 
Association's  able  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  H.  Holborn,  who  has  always 
been  ready  to  give  to  others  the  benefit  of  his  wide  knowledge  of  the 
agricultural  conditions  of  Lancashire.  It  should  further  be  noted 
that  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  A.O.S.  Branch,  Mr.  W.  Fitzherber^- 
Brockholes,  is  also  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Lancashire  Farmers'  Association. 


Westmorland  County  Education  Committee. 

The  Education  Committee  of  the  Westmorland  County 
Council  have  taken  a  particular  interest  in  the  organizing  work  of 
the  A.O.S.  and  it  is  possible  that  at  a  later  date  the 
theory  and  practice  of  agricultural  co-operation  may  be  included 
in  the  syllabus  of  the  Farm  Institute,  over  which  the  County 
Education  Committee  have  part  control.  The  Secretary  for 
Education,  Mr.  C.  J.  R.  Tipper,  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  our 
work,  and  special  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  possibility  of 
organizing  the  fruit-growing  industry  in  Westmorland  in  which  the 
production  of  damsons  plays  an  important  part.  It  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible  for  a  special  grant  to  be  made  to  the  A.O.S.  by 
the  County  Council  to  help  towards  the  cost  of  providing  lectures 
in  the  county  on  this  and  other  branches  of  co-operation. 
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THE  MOVEMENT  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  movement  has  made  steady  progress  in  South  Wales  during 
the  period  under  review. 

The  following  societies  were  at  work  at  the  end  of  March, 
1914:— 

Societies  for  the  purchase  of  requirements  and  sale 

of  produce    ...        ...  ...        ...        ...        ...  39 

Land  Renting  Societies  ...  ...        ...        ...        ...  10 

Egg  and  Poultry  Societies                  ...        ...        ...  3 

Credit  Societies    ...        ...  ...        ...        ...        ...  3 

Dairy  Society       ...        ...  ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

S6 

These  societies  were  distributed  as  follows  :  4  in  Brecknock- 
shire, 9  in  Carmarthen,  10  in  Cardigan,  22  in  Glamorgan,  8  in 
Pembrokeshire,  and  3  in  Monmouthshire. 

Five  new  societies  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  pre- 
liminary steps  have  been  taken  to  form  four  others. 


Work  of  the  Societies. 

The  two  largest  societies  in  South  Wales  are  the  Carmarthen 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  and  the  Clynderwen  and  District 
Farmers'  Association.  The  former  increased  its  turnover  from 
;£'88,659  14s.  in  191 2,  to  ;^9i,89o  5s.  in  1913,  and  the  membership 
in  March  last  was  1,349.  The  turnover  of  the  latter  in  1913  was 
v^34»398  I2S.,  and  of  this  ;;^i5,i85  i6s.  was  for  produce  sold, 
namely,  butter  and  eggs. 

More  attention  is  being  given  by  the  societies  of  South  Wales 
to  the  sale  of  the  produce  of  their  members,  but,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  what  has  been  done  is  more  in  the  nature  of  an  experi- 
ment than  the  adoption  of  permanent  schemes.  This  side  of  the 
movement  requires  very  careful  handling,  because  organised  home 
produce  has  to  establish  its  market,  its  place  having  been  taken 
long  ago  by  imported  commodities  of  the  best  quality. 

One  of  the  oldest  societies  in  the  area,  the  Cradoc  Co-opera- 
tive Society  in  Brecon,  has  recently  developed  a  new  branch  of 
co-operation.  On  account  of  a  dispute  in  regard  to  the  prices  for 
shoeing  horses,  they  took  over  a  smithy,  and  are  now  employing 
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three  smiths  with  success.  They  intend  taking  over  another 
smithy  before  long. 

Nine  out  of  the  ten  Small  Holdings  Societies  in  South  Wales 
are  situated  in  Glamorganshire,  and  they  rent  over  i,ooo  acres  of 
land.  Two  of  them,  the  Barry  Small  Holdings  Tenants  Associa- 
tion and  the  Cadoxton  and  District  Small  Holders'  Association,  have 
credit  banks  working  side  by  side  with  them.  The  bank  at  Barry  has 
been  working  for  nearly  twelve  months,  and  has  proved  of  great 
service  to  the  members.  The  Barry  Society,  it  is  also  worthy  of 
note,  carries  on  a  system  of  insurance  of  live  stock. 

It  would  appear  that  the  members  of  small  holdings  societies 
generally  are  in  need  of  instruction  in  the  growing  of  suitable 
crops.  In  Glamorganshire  there  is  a  good  market  for  green  stuffs 
and  fruit,  and  constant  guidance  from  the  County  Council  In- 
structors or  the  Agricultural  Colleges  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
growing  such  produce  is  essential. 

South  Wales  Section  of  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board. 

The  Welsh  Section  of  this  Board  has,  during  the  year,  been 
divided  into  two  sections,  one  for  North,  and  one  for  South  Wales. 
The  Secretary  of  the  South  Wales  Section  is  Mr.  Ben  John, 
Plasybedw,  Clynderwen.  Already  the  South  Wales  Section  has 
received  some  important  concessions  from  manufacturers  of 
agricultural  requirements,  and  is  doing  good  work. 

Joint  Committee  of  Industrial  and  Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies. 

The  work  of  this  Committee,  which  was  formed  six  years 
ago,  is  to  be  revived,  and,  as  a  result,  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  meetings  where  questions  relating  to  the  sale  of  produce 
will  be  discussed,  and  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  two 
movements. 

New  Societies. 

Some  notes  may  be  of  interest  upon  the  new  societies  which 
have  been  started  in  South  Wales.  , 

1.  Talybont-on-Usk  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 

is  situated  seven  miles  east  of  Brecon.  Successful  meetings 
were  held  in  support  of  the  movement  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
at  the  last  public  meeting  130  one  pound  shares  were  taken  up. 
The  Society  is  very  favourably  situated  for  the  purchase  of  re- 
quirements for  it  commands  good  railway  facilities.  Later  on  it 
is  hoped  that  it  may  undertake  the  sale  of  produce,  as  there  is  a 
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large  population  to  be  catered  for  twenty  miles  away  in  the  neigh- 
bouring county  of  Glamorganshire.  A  store  is  to  be  built,  and 
a  manager  appointed,  and  while  the  arrangements  for  building  the 
storage  accommodation  are  proceeding,  the  manager  of  the  neigh- 
bouring society  at  Cradoc  is  doing  all  he  can  to  supply  the 
requirements  of  the  members. 

2.  Pyle  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

Pyle  is  situated  in  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  on  the  main  line 
of  the  Great  Western  Railway  between  Cardiff  and  Swansea. 
Glamorganshire  is  not  entirely  industrial,  as  there  are  some  fine 
farming  areas  in  the  south  and  west,  where  co-operation  is  taking 
root  amongst  the  farmers. 

One  of  the  oldest  Ploughing  Match  Associations  of  the 
Principality  has  its  headquarters  at  Pyle,  and  the  first  discussions 
as  to  the  desirability  of  co-operating  in  the  purchase  of  require- 
ments took  place  at  its  meetings.  Its  members  are  the  first 
members  of  the  co-operative  society,  and  its  secretary  will  also 
be  secretary  to  the  new  society. 

3.  The  Neath  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society. 

This  association  came  into  existence  as  a  protection  society 
for  the  dairy  farmers  of  the  district.  They  decided  to  register 
with  the  intention  of  buying  their  requirements  co-operatively. 

4.  The  Caerwent  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

The  members  of  this  society  are  tenants  under  the  Monmouth- 
shire County  Council.  Caerwent  is  situated  in  a  good  farming 
district  about  twelve  miles  east  of  Newport.  The  members 
purchase  their  requirements  jointly,  and  intend  later  on  to  sell 
their  produce  co-operatively. 

5.  Upper  Rhondda  Allotment  and  Gardeners'  Association 

This  Society  is  situated  at  Pentre,  in  a  mining  district  of 
Glamorganshire.  On  account  of  the  coal  mines  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  land  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  the  members  care  so  much 
about  gardening  that  they  cultivate  any  plots  which  can  be 
obtained  on  the  hill-sides  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coal  pit.  The 
society  was  originally  started  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  flower 
and  vegetable  show,  but  became  registered  in  order  to  buy  seed 
potatoes  and  garden  seeds  co-operatively.  Potato  disease  was 
rife  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  secretary  attributed  this  to  the 
fact  that  members  secured  seeds  from  unreliable  sources  and  con- 
tinued to  use  the  same  kind  of  potatoes  year  after  year  in  the  same 
ground.     Immediately  registration    was  effected  they    placed  a 
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combined  order  at  a  distance,  which  meant  a  great  saving-  to  the 
members,  compared  with  their  usual  method  of  doing  business  on 
individual  lines.  In  many  districts  the  allotment  holders  could 
copy  the  Upper  Rhondda  Society  with  advantage.  But  in  addition 
to  the  saving  effected,  a  great  benefit  is  secured  in  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  seed  potatoes,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  disease  may 
be  entirely  eliminated  in  the  neighbourhood. 


Societies  in  Course  of  Formation. 

Blackmill,  Glamorgan. — There  is  a  branch  of  the  Llan- 
gynwyd  Society  already  in  the  district.  The  society  will  be  for 
the  purchase  of  requirements.  Dairying  is  the  main  industry  of 
the  farmers  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  through  their  co-operation 
they  have  improved  the  price  of  milk. 

Bargoed,  Glamorgan. — It  is  intended  to  form  a  Pig  In- 
surance Society  in  the  district,  and  the  members  will  be  mostly 
miners. 

Griffithstown,  Monmouthshire. — Enquiries  have  been  made 
with  reference  to  the  formation  of  a  purchasing  society  for  the 
district. 

Radyr,    Cardiff. — The   small    holders   of  the  Glamorgan 
Council  in  this  district  have  had  the  matter  of  forming  a  credit' 
bank  under  consideration  for  some  time,  and  at  their  last  annual 
rent  dinner  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  one  should  be 
started. 

Lord  Shaftesbury's  Tour. 

Various  circumstances  have  combined  during  the  year  to 
stimulate  the  interest  taken  in  agricultural  co-operation  in  South 
Wales.  In  April,  Lord  Shaftesbury  visited  the  Clynderwen, 
Haverfordwest,  Carmarthen,  Llandovery,  Llangadock  and  Pump- 
saint  (Llanwrda)  societies,  and  opened  the  Vale  of  Towy  Dairy  at 
Ffairfach,  near  Llandilo.  Clynderwen  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
the  day  of  his  visit.  He  was  met  in  all  cases  by  the  com- 
mittees of  the  societies  at  their  depots.  Lord  Shaftesbury  also 
forwarded  the  interests  of  the  movement  in  Monmouthshire  by 
addressing  a  meeting  of  the  Monmouthshire  Chamber  of  Agri- 
culture at  Newport  in  March.  Very  little  had  previously  been 
done  to  promote  co-operation  in  the  county,  but  at  the  meet- 
ing at  Newport  a  sub-committee  of  the  Chamber  was 
appointed  to  go  further  into  the  matter.    At  subsequent  meetings 
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of  the  Chamber  at  Pontypool  and  Chepstow  the  question  was 
discussed,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  as  a  result,  many  societies  will  be 
started  in  due  course  in  the  county. 

Danish  Tour. 

A  very  successful  tour,  which  was  organised  in  July  by  Mr. 
Walter  Williams  (Provisional  Organizing  Secretary  of  the  proposed 
South  Wales  Branch),  for  the  purpose  of  studying  agricultural 
co-operation  in  Denmark,  has  also  had  the  effect  of  promoting 
interest  in  the  movement  at  home.  The  party  was  very  represent- 
ative ;  it  consisted  of  two  Governors  of  the  A.O.S.,  a  Development 
Commissioner,  the  Small  Holdings  Commissioner  for  Wales,  a 
former  Chairman  of  the  Carmarthenshire  County  Council,  several 
members  of  Small  Holdings  Committees,  County  Land  Agents, 
Agricultural  Students,  Practical  Farmers,  and  representatives  of 
trade. 

United  School  of  Social  Service  for  Wales. 

It  is  interesting  also  to  note  that  agricultural  co-operalion  was 
one  of  the  topics  discussed  at  the  September  session  of  the  United 
School  of  Social  Service  at  Llandrindod  Wells,  when  Mr.  C. 
Venables  Llewelyn  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  Jones-Davies  read 
a, paper  on  the  subject.  In  the  course  of  an  interesting  discussion 
the  formation  of  a  Branch  of  the  A.O.S.  for  South  Wales,  was 
urged  by  Mr.  D.  Lleufer  Thomas,  President  of  the  school. 

Proposed  South  Wales  Branch. 

The  first  meeting,  which  was  held  to  consider  this  im- 
portant scheme,  met  at  Swansea  on  December  6th.  There  was  a 
good  attendance,  and  the  following  resolution,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Lleufer  Thomas  and  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Joshua  Davies, 
was  carried  unanimously  : 

"That  with  a  view  to  the  extension  and  consolidation  of 
the  Agricultural  Co-operative  Movement  in  South  Wales,  it  is 
desirable  that  a  Branch  of  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  be  formed  for  South  Wales  including  Monmouthshire, 
somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  existing  North  Wales  Branch  of 
the  A.O.S.,  and  that  a  provisional  committee  be  appointed  to 
draft  a  constitution  for  such  a  branch,  and  take  such  steps  as 
it  may  deem  expedient  to  establish  a  subscription  list  of  at 
least  ;^30o  a  year." 
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The  provisional  committee  was  nominated  to  consider  the 
question,  and  a  further  meeting-  was  held  on  December  19th,  which 
was  attended  by  the  General  Secretary  of  the  A.O.S.,  and  when  it 
was  decided  that  the  members  of  the  committee  should  hold 
meetings  in  their  respective  counties,  in  order  to  discuss  ways  and 
means.  Up  to  March  31st,  £gs  subscriptions  and  donations  had 
been  paid  or  promised  towards  the  Branch.  The  provisional 
committee  now  consists  of  the  following"  members  : — 

Brecknockshire. — The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Glanusk,  C.B., 
D.S.O.,  Rev.  Joshua  Davies,  Mr.  A.  A.  Mitchell. 

Cardiganshire. — Mr.  Augustus  Brigstocke,  Mr.  J.  H.  Davies. 

Carmarthenshire. — Sir  Stafford  Howard,  K.C.B.,  Col.  W. 
Gwynne  Hughes,  Mr.  Ben.  John,  Mr.  H.  Jones-Davies,  Sir  James 
Hills  Johns,  V.C.,  G.C.B. 

Glamorganshire. — Mr.  W.  J.  Percy  Player,  Mr.  D.  Lleufer 
Thomas,  Mr.  T.  W.  James,  Mr.  Wm.  Meyler  Thomas,  Mr.  Hopkin 
LI.  Prichard,  Mr.  John  M.  Randall,  Mr.  Llewelyn  David,  Mr,  G. 
Lipscombe,  Mr.  C.  D.  Thompson. 

Pembrokeshire. — Mr.  F.  Lort  Phillips,  Mr.  C.  W.  Rees  Stokes, 
Mr.  Victor  J.  Higgon. 

Radnorshire. — Mr.  C.  Venables  Llewelyn. 

Monmouthshire. — Major-Gen.  Sir  Ivor  Herbert,  M.P. 


APPEN 

THE  AGRICULTURAL 

Registered  ijth  September,  igi2,  Pursuant  to  Section  20  of  the  Companies 


Statement  of  Accounts  for  the 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT- HEAD 

Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

Salaries   ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  6,146    7  o 

Rent,  Rates,  Taxes  and  Insurance    ...  ...  ...  550  10  9 

Housekeeping,  Cleaning,  Lighting  and  Fuel  ...  i73  n  5 

Furniture,  Fittings,  etc.         ...       ...  ...  ...  432    7  2 

Travelling  and  Maintenance   ...       ...  ...  ...  2,164  18  9 

do.                  Governors  ...  ...  305  19  o 

General  Printing  and  Stationery       ...  ...  ...  344    7  3 

Special  Printing  and  Duplicating      ...  ...  ...  97    5  ^ 

Journal    ...       ...       ...       ..         ...  ...  ...  178    9  8 

Annual  Reports  ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  152  311 

Rules  and  Leaflets       ...       ...        ...  ...  ...  112140 

Office  Requisites          ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  50  n  o 

Minutes   ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  loi    9  9 

Postages  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  226  12  5 

Telegrams  and  Telephone      ...       ...  ...  ...  42  13  11 

Literature          ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  34  1 1  3 

Carriage  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  12    7  o 

Repairs    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  7  57 

Insurance  Stamps,  less  Deductions  ...  ...  ..  11  12  o 

Advertising        ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  i    o  11 

Subscriptions     ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  19    i  o 

Law  Charges  and  Valuation  Fee       ...  ...  ...  5  14  8 

Contribution  to  Egg  Train  Expenses...  ...  ...  53  15  5 

Bank  Interest     ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  11  18  i 

Sundry  Office  Expenses          ...        ...  ...  ...  43    5  10 


1,280  13  5 


DIX  A. 

ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY. 

{Consolidation)  Act,  igo8,  by  Licence  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


Financial  Year  ending  31st  March,  1914. 

OFFICE  AND  BRANCHES. 

Income. 

Subscriptions 
Donations 

Affiliation  Contributions 
Advertisements — Journals  (A.O. 

do  Report 
Sale  of  Journal  ... 
Sale  of  Literature 


Total  Income 


S.  and  N.P 


O.S.). 


£ 
1,723 
76 
224 
98 
39 
5 

8 

2,175 


Expenditure  in  excess  of  Income  (to  Grant  Account)  9,104 


s.  d. 

o  I  I 

18  4 

6  9 

6  3 

18  o 

o  5 

8  2 

18  10 

14  7 


;^ii,28o  13  5 


GRANT 

£   s.  d. 

Amount  refunded  to  His  Majesty's  Treasury  during 

the  year      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...     1,268    i  9 

Expenditure  over  Income  as  per  Revenue  Account. . .  9,104  14  7 
Balance  Surplus  as  per  Balance  Sheet         ...       ...       394    8  5 


;^io,767    4  9 


BALANCE  SHEET, 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES. 

s. 

d. 

Sundry  Creditors... 

Subscriptions   received   in   advance   for    the  new 

43 

17 

3 

financial  year  commencing  April  ist,  1914  :— 

Subscriptions       ...       ...       ...      357  i 

Affiliation  Contributions...        ...         7  9 

d. 

6 
7 

364 

1 1 

Total  Liabilities 

408 

8 

4 

Balance  Surplus  as  per  Grant  Account 

394 

8 

5 

£802 

16 

9 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1908,  I  have  to  report  that  I  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  dated 
31st  March,  1914,  and  that  I  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations 
I  have  required,  and  I  further  report  that  in  my  opinion  the  Balance  Sheet  is 
properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the 


ACCOUNT. 


Balances  brought  forward  ; — 

Owingf  March  31st,  1913,  to  His 
Majesty's  Treasury  for  unex- 
pended portion  of  Grants 
received'... 
Balance  Surplus  as  per  last 
Balance  Sheet  ... 

Grants   received    during    the  year 
covered  by  this  Account  : — 
Small  Holding  Account  ... 
Development  Fund 


s.    d.       £     s.  d. 


1,007    o  ^ 
260    4  g 

  1,267    4  9 

2,000  o  o 
7,500    o  o 

—  9»5oo    o  o 

;^  1 0,767      4  9 


31st  MARCH  1914. 


ASSETS. 

Furniture  and  Fittings  (written  off  through  Revenue 

Account  on  purchase) 
Stock  of  Stationery  on  hand  (written  off  through 

Revenue  Account  on  purchase) 


Advertisements  owing — Journals 
do.  Report 

Cash  in  hand 
Cash  at  Bankers  ... 


51 


s. 

18 

o 


247 

499 


A   s,  d. 


[8 


746  18  9 

;^802     16  9 


/c-      A.  (SAMUEL  BOSTOCK,  1  ^ 

(Signed)  I^UPERT  WILLIAMS  ELLIS,j 

Company's  affairs,  according-  to  the  best  of  the  information  and  explanations 
g-iven  to  me  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Company. 

(Signed)  H.  HOLTON  ST\5KQx^S,  Chartered  Account anf. 
Of  Harher,  Sturges  &  Fraser, 
20th  May^  19^4'  Guildhall  Cha?nbers,  Basinghall  Street^  E.C^ 
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APPENDIX  B. 

THE    AGRICULTURAL    AND  GENERAL 
CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY. 
LIMITED. 

The'  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  the  Chairman  (the  Hon. 
R.  D.  Denman,  M.P.),  at  this  Society's  Sixth  Annual  General  Meet- 
ing-, clearly  indicates  that  the  Society  is  fully  capable  of  meeting- 
all  its  obligations,  even  in  a  year  which  has  been  exceptionally 
adverse  by  reason  of  numerous  farm  fires  and  an  unprecedented 
depreciation  of  the  value  of  securities  : — 

"  It  is  to-day  my  privilege  to  meet  Members  of  this  Society 
after  a  year  of  stress  ;  and  though,  no  doubt,  it  would  have  been 
pleasant  to  be  able  to  talk  as  I  have  done  in  previous  years  of  our 
prosperity,  yet  I  preside  here  to-day  with  a  rather  special  sense  of 
pride.  Anybody  can  build  a  craft  to  live  in  when  weather  is  fine,  but 
such  a  vessel  is  no  credit  to  its  builders.  In  setting  up  this  Society 
your  Directors  had  no  wish  to  create  merely  a  fair  weather  com- 
pany, and  the  year  we  have  been  through  has  in  some  degree  tested 
the  real  strength  and  stability  of  our  organization.  I  am  glad  to 
say  it  has  stood  the  test  well.  To  realize  precisely  the  nature  of 
the  storm  that  we  have  had  to  meet,  I  should  like  you  to  look  at 
the  Report,  from  which  you  will  see  that  while  our  premiums  in- 
creased by  something  like  one-half,  our  claims  on  the  other  hand 
increased  by  something  over  three  and  a  half  times  the  amount  in 
191 2.  The  latter  figure,  moreover,  does  not  show  the  total  amount 
of  claims  paid  to  Members  under  Policies  issued  through  this 
Society.  The  gross  sum  so  paid  amounted  approximately  to 
;^6,5oo.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  we  have  recovered  the  sum  of 
nearly  ;£"3,ooo  under  our  reinsurance  contracts.  That  is  satisfactory 
evidence,  both  of  the  large  number  of  claims  we  have  been  able  to 
meet  and  of  the  satisfactory  way  in  which  the  Society  has  been 
able  to  deal  with  them.  We  have  always  pointed  out  the  necessity 
of  heavy  reinsurance,  and  our  policy  in  this  matter  has  been 
abundantly  justified  by  last  year's  experience,  as  it  has  enabled  us 
to  pay  numerous  claims  and  still  be  well  within  the  amount  of  our 
premium  income. 

Unfortunately,  in  addition  to  heavy  claims  we  have  suff'ered 
last  year  from  the  depreciation  of  our  securities,  for  which  we  have 
put  by  a  sum  amounting  to  £600. 
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In  forming-  a  judgment  as  to  the  real  meaning  of  these  facts, 
Members  will,  no  doubt,  want  to  know  whether  our  experience  has 
been  exceptional  or  whether  our  experience  has  been  common  to 
all  insurance  companies. 

With  regard  to  claims,  I  should  like  to  quote  a  statement  that 
appeared  in  the  Post  Magazine  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  It 
stated  :  '  Not  even  the  dry  summer  of  191 1  seems  to  have  yielded 
so  many  losses  on  farming  dead  stock  as  the  year  just  closed.  The 
individual  losses  may  not  in  general  have  been  so  great,  but  in  the 
aggregate  the  amount  will  probably  equal  the  heavy  drain  of  three 
years  ago.  Whether  the  labour  troubles  amongst  agriculturists 
are  in  any  way  responsible  for  these  ever-recurring  fires  it  is  very 
hard  to  say,  but  they  do  seem  to  be  far  more  frequent,  especially 
in  some  localities,  than  normal  circumstances  would  warrant.'  It 
goes  on  to  say  that  '  Little  or  no  profit  can  have  been  made  in  this 
class  of  business,  and  unless  the  experience  improves  a  revision  of 
rates  may  have  to  be  made.'  That  is  an  extract  which  shows  the 
result  of  farm  insurance  business  throughout  the  country. 

I  may  say  that  the  area  that  has  hitherto  been  the  best  for  us 
in  the  matter  of  insurance  has  distinguished  itself  this  year  in  the 
number  of  its  claims.  I  am  referring  to  Lancashire.  What 
precisely  was  the  reason  for  the  heavy  claims  from  Lancashire  it  is 
hard  to  say.  No  doubt  the  Lancashire  Members  will  best  know, 
but  we  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  claims  submitted  were  in 
every  way  b  ma  fide  claims,  and  that  it  was  our  business  to  meet 
them  promptly,  as  we  did. 

With  regard  to  the  depreciation  of  securities,  I  should  also 
like  to  quote  from  an  authoritative  paper,  the  Bankers'  Magazine. 
In  the  Bankers'  Magazine  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  value 
of  a  certain  number  of  representative  securities  at  the  end  of 
December,  1912  and  1913.  On  a  total  number  of  387  representa- 
tive securities  the  diminution  in  value  was  shown  to  be  over  five 
per  cent,  last  year,  so  that  here,  too,  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
experience  has  not  been  exceptional  in  what  has  admittedly  been  a 
a  bad  year.  In  all  the  circumstances  I  am  bound  to  say  that  we 
have  come  through  the  year  with  considerable  success. 

You  will  see  from  our  Report  that  we  propose  to  declare  the 
maximum  dividend  of  five  per  cent,  on  shares,  and  though  it  might 
have  been  possible  to  recommend  a  small  Bonus  to  policy-holders, 
your  directors  realize  that  it  is  their  first  duty  to  Members  to  main- 
tain the  absolute  security  of  the  society.  In  the  circumstances, 
therefore,  they  do  not  recommend  that  any  Bonus  shall  be  paid  this 
year.  On  life  premiums,  as  in  previous  years,  it  is  proposed  that 
five  per  cent,  should  be  credited  to  the  Members'  Personal  Reserve 
Account. 

Taking  the  result  of  the  last  five  years,  our  Members  will  see 
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that  they  have  received  back  in  Bonus  on  an  averag^e  23  per  cent, 
per  annum.  Last  year  we  warned  Members  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  us  to  guarantee  the  maintenance  of  any  Bonus  in  any 
given  year,  but  if  we  can  maintain  this  average  of  23  per  cent.  I 
think  we  shall  not  be  doing  badly. 

The  amount  that  Farmers'  Associations  have  gained  through 
doing  business  with  us  is  again  very  considerable,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  commission  on  the  Fire  Account  alone  amounts  to 
;^772,  and,  of  course,  the  great  bulk  of  this  is  retained  within  the 
Co-operative  Movement  by  Farmers'  Associations  with  whom  we 
do  business. 

I  would  point  out  to  Mem.bers  that  by  not  declaring  a  Bonus, 
and  by  making  ample  provision  for  the  depreciation  of  securities^ 
the  Society  materially  strengthens  its  position  for  the  future.  With 
regard  to  the  depreciation,  I  may  say  that  since  the  time  when 
these  Accounts  were  made  out,  the  31st  of  December,  our  invest- 
ments have  already  recovered  to  the  extent  of  about  ;^20o.  Members 
will  readily  understand  the  additional  security  given  by  a  reserve 
for  depreciation  which  substantially  exceeds  the  sum  needed  to 
bring  the  investments  to  their  present  value. 

In  other  directions  the  year  is  thoroughly  satisfactory,  as  the 
increase  of  our  business  and  its  quality  has  been  well  maintained. 
The  net  premiums  are  up  by  ;^i,8oo,  and  the  number  of  Members 
now  reaches,  roughly,  2,000.  The  new  Policies  issued  during  last 
year  were  about  1,000.  We  have  now  on  our  books  100  Farmers' 
Clubs  and  Associations  with  whom  we  are  doing  business. 

Our  business  is  progressing,  and  our  position  is  secure.  We 
are  again  about  to  extend  our  offices,  owing  to  the  increase  of  work 
that  is  coming  to  us.  I  have  every  confidence  that  next  year  when 
we  meet  together  the  Report  will  show  a  continued  extension  of 
our  business,  and,  I  hope,  a  more  favourable  year  than  the  last  in 
the  matter  of  claims." 

From  the  extract  given  above  it  will  be  seen,  however,  that 
the  maximum  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  was  maintained,  while  in- 
cluding the  year  1913  the  bonuses  declared  to  members  for  the  last 
five  years  have  averaged  23  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  premiums 
paid. 

As  showing  the  progress  made  by  the  society  it  might  be 
mentioned  that  the  gross  fire  sums  insured  last  year  exceeded 
;^3,ooo,ooo,  while  the  funds  invested,  in  hand  or  at  call  available 
to  meet  claims  (which  were  ;^20,ooo  at  the  lormation  of  the  society 
in  1908)  now  exceed  ;^34,ooo. 

The  society  has  thus  proved  beyond  doubt  that  their  Co- 
operative Insurance  Scheme  is  a  sound  business  proposition,  and 
confers  considerable  practical  benefits  on  its  supporters. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

RELATIONS  BETWEEN  THE 
DISTRIBUTIVE  AND  AGRICULTURAL 
CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENTS. 

In  view  of  the  great  growth  of  the  business  between  the 
agricultural  and  industrial  movements,  and  the  efforts  which  are 
are  being  made  on  both  sides  to  promote  working  relations,  the 
following  article  will  be  of  interest.  It  was  prepared  by  the 
Co-operative  Union,  and  published  in  pamphlet  form,  under  the 
title  "  Co-operation  in  its  Relation  to  Agriculture  and  Distribution  " 
for  the  use  of  those  attending  the  joint  conference  which  was 
arranged  at  Manchester  in  March,  1914  ;  and  it  gives  an  admirable 
account  of  the  historical  aspect  of  the  movement  towards  closer 
relations.  The  present  position  is  given  briefly  in  the  paragraph 
of  the  report  upon  intertrading.* 

From  the  year  1869  the  question  of  agricultural  co-operation 
has  been  constantly  before  the  notice  of  the  delegates  attending 
the  Co-operative  Congresses.  Papers  were  read  as  far  back  as 
1872  advocating  the  application  of  the  principles  of  co-operation 
to  agriculture,  and  resolutions  passed  in  regard  thereto.  Progress 
was,  however,  very  slow,  and  up  to  the  year  1894  very  little  had 
been  done.  In  writing  this  report,  we  have  fixed  the  year  1895  as 
being  the  beginning  of  the  present  activity  in  regard  to  co-opera- 
tion in  agriculture.  In  that  year  Mr.  D.  Mclnnes  read  a  paper 
on  the  subject  at  the  Huddersfield  Congress,  when  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  : — 

*'That  this  Congress,  believing  that  the  principles  of 
co-operation  are  capable  of  being  applied  with  beneficial 
results  to  agricultural  industry,  requests  the  United  Board 
to  consider  the  question  of  preparing  some  plan  of  agricultural 
co-operation  to  be  discussed  by  the  societies  generally  ;  that 
such  plan  should  deal  with  the  questions  of  the  ownership  or 
rental  of  land  by  co-operative  bodies,  the  conditions  of  em- 
ployment and  remuneration  of  the  labourer,  and  the  desir- 
ability of  co-operative  agriculture  being  conducted  by  bodies 
of  workers,  or  by  societies  specially  formed  for  the  purpose, 
or  by  distributive  societies,  either  singly  or  in  combination 
with  others." 

As  a  result  of  this  resolution,  the  United  Board  appointed  a 
*  See  page  19. 
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sub-committee  to  consider  the  matter.  The  following  report  was 
submitted  by  the  sub-committee  to  the  United  Board,  and  appeared 
in  the  report  to  the  Woolwich  Congress,  which  was  held  in  1896 — 

1.  That  more  attention  than  hitherto  be  given  in  future 
by  the  Co-operative  Union  in  promoting  the  establishment  of 
allotment  and  land  societies  among  labourers,  and  in  helping 
to  form  groups  of  small  producers  into  co-operative  organiza- 
tions for  the  purchase  of  farming  materials,  and  for  the  sale 
of  their  produce. 

2.  That  district  associations  be  recommended  to  obtain 
permission  to  place  before  the  annual  meetings  of  allotment 
holders  and  labourers,  cow  and  pig  clubs  (where  such  exist), 
the  advantages  derivable  from  extending  their  organizations 
into  store  keeping. 

3.  That  advertisements  of  the  willingness  of  the  Union 
to  take  up  work  of  this  character  be  placed  in  papers  circu- 
lating among  the  agricultural  classes. 

4.  That  speaking  generally,  it  is  not  advisable  for 
distributive  societies  to  embark  in  dairying  or  farming 
except  upon  land  owned  by  themselves,  and  unless  they  have 
a  market  for  the  produce  within  their  own  membership. 

5.  That  it  be  a  recommendation  to  distributive  societies 
in  manufacturing  districts  to  federate  into  groups  and  establish 
collectmg  and  buying  depots  in  suitable  agricultural  centres 
to  tap  the  sources  -from  which  rings  of  mi  Mlemen,  who 
control  the  markets  in  large  towns,  are  supplied  by  the  lower 
grade  of  middlemen  or  hucksters,  who  collect  from  the  actual 
producers.  The  foregoing  applies,  among  other  things,  to 
fowls,  ducks,  geese,  feathers,  down,  eggs,  rabbits,  honey, 
butter,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  all  kinds  of  provender. 

6.  That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  attempt  to 
bring  about  further  reforms  in  the  land  laws,  so  as  to  remove 
some  of  the  restrictions  which  now  hamper  agriculturists, 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  restrictions  in  regard  to  rotation  of 
crops,  etc. 

The  report  further  stated  that  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Union  had  accepted  a  seat  on  the  Council  of  the  English  Land 
Colonisation  Society,  which  had  been  established  to  encourage  the 
formation  of  co-operative  societies  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
land  to  let  out  in  small  holdings — the  small  holders  also  to  co- 
operate in  purchasing  their  farming  requisites  and  in  selling  their 
produce.  Model  rules  for  this  object  have  been  drawn  up  by  the 
General  Secretary  of  the  Union,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Colonisation  Society  for  use  in  connection  with  the  various  small 
holding  societies,*'  which  it  was  hoped  to  establish. 
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This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Congress  and  the  followingf 
resolutions  passed  : — 

1.  "That  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  be  approved 
and  referred  to  the  sectional  and  district  conferences  for 
discussion  during- the  comingf  year." 

2.  "That  this  Congress  receives  with  satisfaction  the 
report  now  made  of  the  endeavours  to  establish  co-operation 
in  agriculture  by  means  of  societies  for  enabling  small  holders 
to  cultivate  the  land,  and  also  by  means  of  societies  for  the 
purchase  of  farming  materials  and  the  sale  of  agricultural 
produce,  and  that  the  United  Board  be  authorised  to  help 
these  efforts  as  far  as  possible." 

The  United  Board  reported  to  the  Perth  Congress  of  1897 
that  they  had  hoped,  through  the  district  associations,  the  Union 
might  be  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  allotment 
societies  amongst  labourers,  or  in  the  establishment  of  societies  to 
help  small  producers  in  the  disposal  of  their  produce  or  the 
purchase  of  their  farming  materials.  No  such  call  had  been  made 
however,  and,  except  in  Ireland,  there  appeared  to  be  no  move 
whatever  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  part  of  farmers  or 
agricultural  workers  to  apply  the  principles  of  co-operation  to 
their  work. 

The  matter  was  then  taken  up  by  the  Productive  Committee 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  which  drew  up  a  set  of  suggestions 
as  follows  : — 

1.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  sub-committee,  it  is 
desirable  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  by  the  formation  of  co-operative  societies 
owning  or  renting  land,  with  the  object  of  letting  the  same  to 
agricultural  workers  for  cultivation  in  lots  to  suit  the  require- 
ments of  the  labourers  and  their  families.  The  land  to  be 
cultivated  on  co-operative  principles  by  the  labourers,  as 
members  of,  or  tenants  under  the  society.  All  purchase  of 
materials  and  sales  of  produce  to  be  transacted  through  the 
society.  The  profits  to  be  divided  among  the  members 
according  to  the  results  of  their  efforts  as  producers  and 
purchasers. 

2.  That  the  capital  for  these  societies  should  be  furnished 
by  co-operators,  either  as  societies  or  as  individuals. 

3.  That  co-operative  societies  should  be  approached  with 
a  view  to  taking  action  in  this  direction,  either  separately  in 
their  own  particular  districts,  or  by  federation  with  each  other 
for  sectional  or  district  effort. 

At  the  Peterborough  Congress  which  was  held  in   1898,  a 
paper,  entitled  '*  Co-operation  in  Agriculture,"  was  read  by  the 
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late  Mr.  J.  C.  Gray,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  that  the  paper 
should  be  placed  before  district  conferences  for  discussion,  and 
that  the  result  should  be  reported  to  the  next  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  United  Board  to  the  Liverpool  Congress 
held  in  1899,  contains  the  following  : 

*'  The  subject  of  co-operation  in  agriculture  being  remitted 
r  by  the  Peterborough  Congress  for  discussing  at  the  con- 
ferences during  the  year  has  been  well  taken  up  by  the 
sections  and  districts.  Numerous  conferences  have  been  held 
and  the  discussions  have  been  well  sustained,  but  we  are  not 
quite  sure  that  the  delegates  have,  at  all  times,  understood 
the  exact  nature  of  the  proposals  put  before  them.  At  all 
events,  there  has  as  yet  been  no  tangible  result  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  the  writer  of  the  Congress  paper.  The  Southern 
Section  arranged  for  two  Conferences  to  be  held  in  agricul- 
tural districts,  at  which  resolutions  were  passed  urging  the 
district  associations  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  establish 
small  holding  societies  of  labourers  on  the  lines  suggested  in 
the  paper.  There  is  only  one  conclusion  to  which  it  is  possible 
to  come,  either  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  paper  are 
good  and  practical — in  which  case  they  should  be  taken 
up  heartily  and  quickly  by  co-operators,  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  are  bad  and  not  practicable — in  which  event,  they  ought 
to  be  unmercifully  condemned.  As  they  have  not  been  con- 
demned as  being  unpractical,  we  can  only  assume  that  it  is 
the  apathy  of  co-operators  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
labourer  which  prevents  the  suggestions  being  carried  into 
practice." 

This  report  was  discussed  by  the  delegates  at  some  length 
and  the  following  resolution  passed  : — 

*'That  this  Congress,  recognising  the  large  measure  of 
approval  given  by  local  conferences  to  the  proposals  made  in 
the  paper  read  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Gray  (General 
Secretary)   before   the    Peterborough  Congress,    urges  the 
Wholesale  Societies  to  acquire  small  areas  of  land  in  purely 
agricultural  districts,  and  then  definitely  test  the  value  of  the 
proposals  made  by  the  writer  of  the  paper." 
In  the  following  year,  1900,  the  United  Board  reported  to  the 
Cardiff  Congress  that  deputations  had  met  the  committees  of  the 
two  Wholesale  Societies,  who  had  considered  the  matter,  but 
eventually  expressed  their  regret  that  circumstances  would  not 
permit  them  to  take  up  the  idea  at  present.    The  matter  had, 
however,  been  taken  up  by  other  people,  several  large  landowners 
having  expressed  their  approval  of  the  idea,  and  given  facilities 
to  enable  small  cultivators  to  obtain  land  on  which  to  work.  The 
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English  Land  Colonisation  Society,  under  the  direction  of  the  late 
Dr.  Paton,  of  Nottingham,  was  doing  its  best  to  popularise  the 
idea  and  to  help  the  agricultural  workers  in  getting  on  to  the  land 
as  cultivators  on  their  own  account,  and  not  as  mere  labourers  for 
their  employers.  It  was  evident  that  there  was  a  large  field  of 
usefulness  open  in  this  direction,  and  the  United  Board  was 
strongly  of  opinion  that  this  was  a  work  which  co-operators  ought 
to  take  up.  A  lively  discussion  took  place  during  the  Congress, 
and  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  with  enthusiasm,  i.e.\ — 

"  That  this  Congress,  following  up  the  discussions  on  the 
subject  which  took  place  at  the  Congresses  of  Peterborough 
and  Liverpool,  desires  that  co-operators  should  not  lose  sight 
of  the  importance  of  co-operative  principles  and  methods 
being  applied  to  agriculture  in  such  a  manner  as  to  improve 
the  conditions  under  which  the  agricultural  worker  has  to 
labour  and  to  live  ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  attention  be 
drawn  to  the  desirability  of  organising  workers  on  the  land, 
in  societies  of  small  holders  and  cultivators,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  obtain  the  utmost  benefits  to  be  derived  from  co- 
operation, both  in  their  labour  and  in  their  responsibilities." 

However,  there  is  a  note  of  despondency  in  the  report  to  the 
next  Congress,  which  was  held  in  Middlesbrough  in  1901,  which 
reads  as  follows,  viz.:  — 

We  suggested  last  year  that  if  societies  could  not  see  their 
way  to  take  up  agricultural  work  on  their  own  account,  they 
might,  perhaps,  assist  their  members  who  were  agricultural 
workers  to  form  special  societies  for  carrying  on  such  work  in 
conjunction  with  their  fellow-workers.  We  are  confident  that 
much  good  might  be  done  by  encouraging  agricultural  work- 
ers to  form  societies  of  small  holders  and  cultivators.  This 
question,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  discussed  at  the  Peter- 
borough Congress  in  1898,  when  a  resolution  was  passed  in 
favour  ot  such  societies  being  established,  but,  although 
considerable  interest  was  professed  at  the  time,  we  are  not 
aware  that  a  single  society  of  this  character  has  yet  been 
formed." 

In  the  report  to  the  Exeter  Congress  of  1902,  the  United 
Board  stated  that  although  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  strong 
disposition  on  the  part  of  co-operative  societies  to  engage  in 
agricultural  operations,  they  were  pleased  to  note  an  increased 
tendency  on  the  part  of  farmers  and  small  agriculturists  to  adopt 
co-operative  methods  in  connection  with  their  work.  This  tendency 
was  mainly  due  to  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  which 
had  been  established  with  the  Board's  advice  and  assistance, 
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specially  to  educate  and  interest  agriculturists  in  the  principles  of 
co-operation. 

Reporting-  to  the  Doncaster  Congress  held  in  1903,  the 
statement  of  the  United  Board  reads  : — 

''The  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  which  has  its 
head  office  in  London,  and  with  which  the  Co-operative  Union 
is  connected  by  having  a  representative  on  its  Council,  is 
doing  good  work  in  promoting  co-operation  amongst  agri- 
culturists. Societies  have  been  formed  for  the  purpose  on  the 
one  hand  of  supplying  farmers  and  agriculturists  with 
implements,  machinery,  manures,  feeding  stuffs,  etc.,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  to  dispose  of  their  farm  produce.  In  regard 
both  to  supply  and  distribution,  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  has  sought  to  establish  a  close  connection  between 
the  Agricultural  Societies  and  our  own  Wholesale  Societies, 
and  there  is  every  probability  of  development  in  this  direction. 
Twenty-nine  societies  were  in  operation  in  England  and 
Scotland,  with  5,674  members.  After  a  good  discussion,  in 
which  the  speakers  heartily  approved  of  the  work  carried  on 
by  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  : — 

*  That  this  Congress  commends  the  work  of  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  in  its  efforts  to  organise 
the  agricultural  industry  on  co-operative  lines  to  the 
support  of  the  whole  co-operative  movement,  and  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  at  an  early  date  the  Central  Board 
may  see  its  way  to  joint  action  with  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society  in  its  task  of  combating  the  Rings 
which  are  becoming  a  serious  menace  to  agriculture  by 
restricting  the  supply  of  agricultural  requirements  at 
reasonable  prices.'" 

The  question  was  referred  to  in  the  report  to  the  Stratford 
Congress  ( 1 904),  where  it  it  was  stated  that  although  no  advance  had 
been  made  in  connection  with  farming  by  Co-operative  Distributive 
Societies  there  was  a  growing  inclination  on  the  part  of  farmers 
themselves  towards  the  adoption  of  co-operative  methods  and 
ideas.  This  was  shown  in  the  increasing  number  of  co-operative 
societies  formed  by  groups  of  farmers  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
themselves  with  everything  required  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
also  with  the  object  of  providing  a  better  means  of  disposing  of 
their  produce.  It  was  stated  that  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  in  London,  the  farmers  of  this 
country  were  rapidly  realising  the  advantages  which  co-operation 
can  confer  upon  them.  During  the  year,  negotiations  had  been  in 
progress  between  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  and  the 
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Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  which  it  is  hoped  will  lead  to 
closer  relations  being  established  between  the  Wholesale  Society 
and  the  Agricultural  Societies. 

The  following"  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  by  the 
deleg-ates  : — 

That  this  Congress  notes  with  satisfaction  the  growth 
of  co-operation  among  agriculturalists,  as  evidenced  by 
the  numerous  co-operative  societies  established  during  recent 
years  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  farmers  and  others  with 
the  machinery,  implements,  manures,  seeds,  etc.,  required  in 
their  business,  and  also  for  distributing  their  produce  on  a 
co-operative  system.  Believing  it  desirable  that  a  close 
connection  should  be  maintained  between  all  branches  of  the 
co-operative  movement  in  this  country,  this  Congress  pledges 
itself  to  assist  in  the  development  of  co-operation  in  this 
direction  by  encouraging  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  in  its  work,  and  by  using  its  influence  towards  the 
establishment  of  mutual  trading  relations  between  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Societies  and  the  Agricultural  Societies." 

There  was  a  favourable  report  m  regard  to  the  progress  made 
in  co-operative  agriculture  in  the  Paisley  Congress  Report  (1905), 
and  at  the  Birmingham  Congress  (1906),  as  a  result  of  a  paper 
read  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

"That,  with  a  view  to  the  development  of  distributive 
co-operation  in  rural  districts,  this  Congress  recommends  that 
a  joint  committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union  and  of  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society  should  be  formed  to  con- 
sider whether  ordinary  co-operative  distribution  can  be  con- 
bined  in  rural  districts  with  the  co-operative  supply  of 
agricultural  requirements,  and,  if  so,  to  suggest  to 
the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  a  plan  of  joint  action  for  the  simultaneous  promotion 
of  agricultural  and  distributive  co-operation." 

This  joint  committee  was  duly  formed,  and  three  meetings 
were  held  at  which  the  following  recommendations  were  made  : — 

1.  That  where  a  co-operative  society,  or,  vice  versa,  an 
agricultural  co-operative  society  exists,  before  either  the 
Co-operative  Union  or  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society 
start  a  fresh  local  society,  the  Co-operative  Union  or  the 
Agricultural  Organization  Society,  as  the  case  may  be,  should 
be  approached  with  a  view  either  to  joint  action  or  mutual 
working  arrangements  suitable  to  the  peculiar  circumstances. 

2.  That  when  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society  both  have  societies  in  existence  already, 
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an  attempt  should  be  made  to  bring"  about  either  fusion  or 
working  arrangements. 

3.  That,  as  a  step  towards  a  general  plan  of  joint  action 
for  the  simultaneous  promotion  of  agricultural  and  distributive 
co-operation,  the  two  organisations  should  make  a  mutual 
arrangernent  for  concerted  action  in  propagandist  work 
between  their  respective  representatives  in  Wales. 

4.  That  the  committee  should  be  made  a  standing  com- 
mittee in  order  to  deal  with  the  various  matters  that  arise 
from  time  to  time  affecting  the  two  movements  which  require 
serious  consideration.  At  the  present  time  the  following, 
among  other  questions,  await  attention  : — The  overlapping 
between  industrial  and  agricultural  co-operative  societies,  and 
the  drafting  of  model  rules  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
societies  combining  the  two  branches. 

This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Preston  Congress  in  1907. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Newport  Congress  (1908)  that  further 
efforts  had  been  made  to  establish  closer  relations  between  the 
distributive  and  the  agricultural  co-operative  societies.  The 
number  of  instances  in  which  business  had  been  done  to  mutual 
advantage  had  greatly  increased  during  the  year  1907,  and  there 
was  likely  to  be  considerable  further  development  of  such  trading. 
The  joint  committee  constituted  of  representatives  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  and  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  had 
not  been  reappointed,  as  it  had  been  decided  that  the  work  of  that 
committee,  so  far  as  the  Co-operative  Union  was  concerned, 
should  be  remitted  to  the  Sectional  Boards,  and  that  they  be 
empowered  to  appoint  representatives  to  act  with  the  Agri- 
cultural Organization  Society  in  any  cases  which  might  require 
joint  action  in  their  respective  sections. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  add  here  that  several  resolutions 
were  passed  in  Congress  approving  of  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allot- 
ments Bill,  and,  when  in  1908  that  Bill  was  placed  on  the  Statutes, 
the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society 
rendered  valuable  service  in  showing  how  the  Act  could  be  carried 
out  (i)  by  existing  distributive  societies  acquiring  land  for  the 
purpose  of  letting  the  same  out  to  their  members  for  cultivation 
as  small  holdings,  and  (2)  by  the  formation  of  small  holdings 
societies  for  that  purpose. 

Having  reviewed  the  business  done  by  the  Co-operative 
Congresses  in  matters  pertaining  to  agricultural  co-operation  from 
the  time  when  it  was  first  brought  before  the  movement,  we  now 
come  to  a  new  phase  of  the  question,  and  one  which  directly 
affects  this  sub-committee. 

At  the  Newcastle  Congress  held  in  1909,  papers  were  read  by 
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Mr.  J.  N.  Harris  (A.O.S.),  and  Mr.  J.  Mastin  (C.W.S.),  on 
"  Agricultural  Co-operation  and  its  relation  to  Co-operative  Dis- 
tributive Societies,"  and  after  a  very  full  discussion,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed,  viz  : — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  time  has 
arrived  when  the  producer  upon  the  land  should  be  brought 
closer  to  the  consumer,  and  that,  therefore,  a  concrete  policy 
of  co-operative  distribution  and  supply  in  organized  agriculture 
should  be  defined,  and,  with  a  view  to  the  formulation  of 
working  arrangements  a  conference  be  convened  between  the 
Co-operative  Union,  the  Wholesale  Societies,  and  the  joint 
Boards  for  trade  and  organization,  as  representing  the  Agri- 
cultural Co-operative  Societies  of  the  United  Kingdom  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  ;  the  meetings  of  the  conference  to  be 
summoned  by  the  Co-operative  Union." 

As  a  result  of  this  resolution  a  joint  conference  was  formed, 
constituted  as  follows  viz. : — Two  representatives  from  the  English 
Wholesale  Society,  two  representatives  from  the  Scottish  Whole- 
sale Society,  two  representatives  from  the  Joint  Board  for  Agri- 
cultural Trade,  two  representatives  from  the  Joint  Board  for 
Agricultural  Organization,  and  two  representatives  from  the 
Co-operative  Union. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  conference  was  held  on  4th  November, 
1909,  and  altogether  eleven  meetings  have  taken  place,  including 
meetings  of  experts  from  both  sides.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
meetings  have  resulted  in  bringing  the  trading  relationship  of  the 
two  movements  into  closer  contact.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  the 
conference  as  constituted  was  too  unwieldy,  that  there  were  too 
many  interests  involved,  and  it  was  thought  that  if  the  conference 
were  divided  into  three  sub-committees  for  (i)  England  and  Wales, 
(2)  Scotland,  (3)  Ireland,  each  sub-committee  to  deal  with  matters 
concerning  agricultural  and  distributive  co-operation  in  its  own 
area,  better  results  would  ensue.  This  suggestion  was  agreed  to, 
and  it  was  resolved  that  the  constitution  of  the  sub-committee  for 
England  and  Wales  should  be  as  under,  viz. : — 

Three  representatives  from  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading 
Board  (one  from  each  section.  Northern,  Southern,  and 
Welsh)  ; 

Three  representatives  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
(with  the  recommendation  that  the  Productive  Committee 
be  represented  in  addition  to  the  Grocery  Committee)  ; 

Two  representatives  from  the  Co-operative  Union  ; 

Two  representatives  from  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society. 
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It  was  also  agreed  that  Congress  should  be  asked  to  allow  the 
joint  conference  to  remain  in  existence  to  deal  with  any  matters 
which  the  constituent  bodies  may  desire  to  bring  before  it. 

A  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Sub-committee  has  already  been 
held,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  formation  of  this  sub-committee 
will  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  two  movements  in  Scotland  into 
closer  touch. 

In  regard  to  Ireland,  we  have  no  information  as  to  what  has 
been  done. 

The  Sub-committee  for  England  and  Wales  is  constituted  as 
follows  : — Representing  the  Co-operative  Union  :  Messrs.  D. 
Mc. Innes  and  S.  Fairbrother  ;  representing  the  Agricultural 
Organization  Society  :  Lord  Shaftesbury  and  Mr.  W.  Fitzherbert- 
Brockholes  ;  representing  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 
Ltd.:  Messrs.  W.  E.  Dudley,  J.  E.  Johns,  and  G.  Thorpe  ;  repre- 
senting the  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board  :  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Carter,  E.  Marsh,  and  J.  Wood. 

The  First  Meeting  was  held  on  i8th  March,  1914. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  for  nearly  45  years  the 
distributive  movement  has  interested  itself  in  the  problem  as  to 
how  best  to  apply  the  principles  of  co-operation  to  agriculture. 
Much  good  work  has  been  done  by  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society  in  organising  the  farmers,  and  it  now  remains  to  be  seen 
what  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  intertrading  between  the  agricul- 
tural and  distributive  movements  through  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society.  Now  that  the  sub-committee  is  confined  to  repre- 
sentatives of  both  movements  from  England  and  Wales  only,  and 
that  the  scope  of  its  work  is  considerably  curtailed  by  not  having 
any  outside  question  brought  to  bear,  thus  preventing  possible 
confusion,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  good  results  will  ensue  from  the 
meetings  which  are  to  be  held,  and  that  a  way  may  be  found  to 
make  our  desire  for  complete  intertrading  between  the  agricultural 
and  distributive  movements  an  accomplished  fact. 
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Subscriber's  Name. 
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Rutland,  ThaDuke  of 
Walker,  Sir  Peter,  Bart- 

DEVONSHIRE. 

Engli8li,  A.  E.,  CLE  

Harrison,  Gen.  Sir  R.,  G.C.B.,  C.M.G.    . . 

Hodge,  H.      . .   

Lopes,  Sir  Henry,  Bart. 

Mildmay,  F.  B.,  M.P  

Mount-Edgcumbe,  The  Earl  of,  G.C.V.O. 

Rashleigh,  Dr.  John  C.  S.,  M.D  
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Wilson,  R.  Percy 

DURHAM. 

Gray,  Wm.  C  

ESSEX. 

Hamilton,  Sir  D.  M.  . . 

Strutt,  The  Hon.  E.  G  

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Bathurst,  Chas.,  M.P.         . .        . .       . . 

Bennett,  E.  E  


1913. 
Donations. 
£    s.  d. 


1913. 

Subscriptions.  Total. 
£    8.  d.      £     8.  ^d. 


3 

3 

0 

10 

.0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

(t 

1 

I 

0 

2 

- 

0 

I 

1 

0 

2 

? 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

0 

21 

0 

(I 

0 

10 

6 

3 

0 

(l 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

1 

I 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

\ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

15 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

5 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

33  14  6 


187  10  0 
2    2  0 


Carried  forward 


(5    5  0 


35. 1  6 


77 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 
Hicks-Beach,  The  Hon.  M.  H. 

Hicks-Beach,  W.F  

Lloyd-Baker,  G.  E  

Price,  M.  P  

TidsweU,  R.  J. 


HAMPSHIRE. 

Barton,  Harry  S. 
Bostock,  S. 
Canning,  A.  R. 
Oust,  Miss 

Clough,  A.  H.  and  Miss 
Churcher,  George 

Carter,  E  

Cooper,  Sir  Georu'e,  Bart. 
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Linnell,  Miss  Isabelle 
Lytton,  The  Lord 
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Hicks  A. 

Lansdell.  Rev.  H.,  D.D. 
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Co-operative  Union,  Ltd. 

Derby,  The  Earl  of,  K.G  

Fermor-Hesketh,  T  

Fitzherbert-Brockholes.  W.  . . 
Greenall,  Sir  Gilbert,  Bart.,  C.V.O. 
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Ardwall,  The  Lady  . . 
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Bouverie,  H.  H.  P. 
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Wyndham,  The  late  Right  Hon.  G.,  M.P.  1    0  0 

Young,  G.  W.    0    5  0 

Zchaykovsky,  M  0  10  0 

  228  13  0 

MONMOUTH. 

Bosanquet,  S.  C   110 

Herbert,  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  Ivor,  Bart.,  M.P., 

C.B.,  C.M.G.   110 

 2    2  0 

NORFOLK. 

Buxton,  Noel,  M.P   10  10  0 

Day,  H.  A   2    2  0 

Mann,  Sir  Edward,  Bart   10  0 

  13  12  0 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Beauford,  H.  W   110 

Channing,  of  Wellingborough,  The  Lord  110 

KnoUys,  C.  R   10  0 

Manfield,  H.,  M.P   10  10  0 

Manfield,  J   10  10  0 

Stockdale,  H.  M   110 

  25    4  0 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Balden,  Jno   10  0 

Ridley,  The  Viscount   25    0  0 

Runciman,  The  Right  Hon.  Walter,  M.P.  2    2  0 

  28    2  0 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

Portland,  The  Duke  of,  K.G   10  10  0 

  10  10  0 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

Berkeley,  Mrs   2    0  0 

Cross,  F.  J.  K   10  0 

Hall,  A.  C   10  0 

Jersey,  The  Earl  of   5    0  0 

Wilson-Fitzgerald,  W.  H   10  0 

 10    0  0 


Carried  forward 


1097    2  6 


8i 

a  V,     -u    »  XT                                                          1913.  1913. 

Subscriber  s  Name.  Donations.    Subscriptions.  Total. 

£    8.  d.       £    8.  d.     £    8.  d. 

Brought  forward       ..        ..  1097    2  6 

RUTLAND. 

Adam,  B.  A   0    2  6 

Gainsborouffli,  The  Earl  of   110 

 1    3  6 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Corrie,  A.  Wynne      ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Headlam,  Bri.-Gen.  J.  E.  W   110 

Peel,  Hugh  E.  E   5    0  0 

Sykes,  A.  H   2    2  0 

  9    4  0 

SOMERSET. 

Archer,  J   110 

Cro8field,E.  M   10  0 

Fry,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E   2    2  0 

Hobhouse,  The  Right  Hon.  Henry..       ..  110 
Somer8et  County  Council     , .        . .       , .  60    0  0 

Strachie,  The  Lord   10  0 

Toke,  L.  A.  St.  Laurence     . .       . .       . .  110 

  57    5  0 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Bagot,  The  Lord    1    1  0 

Chamwood,  The  Lord         . .       . .       . .  110 

Dartmouth,  The  Earl  of    10  0 

Fitzherbert,  B.    2    2  0 

Foster,  P.  S.,  M.P   2    2  0 

Harrison,  F.  J   2    2  0 

Lichfield,  The  Earl  of    2    2  0 

Monckton,  Lieut.  F.  A   10  0 

Negus,  T.  A   0  10  6 

Staffordshire  Chamber  of  Agriculttire       . .    10  0 

Twyford,  T.  W   0    2  6 

 U  3 

SUFFOLK. 

French,  F.  W.    0  10  0 

Greene,  W.  R   110 

Pretyman,  Capt.  E.  G.,  M.P   2    2  0 

Palgrave,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis   110 

Pratt,  H   1    0  0 

Rope,  G.  &  A   2    0  0 

Smith,  C.  C   10  0 

Stradbroke,  The  Earl  of    2    2  0 

Tatlock,  Miss  H.  H   10  0 

 11  16 

SURREY. 

Aris,  J.  W   •  110 

Boyle,  Mrs   C  10  0 

Bray,  Sir  R.  M   110 

Chester,  Dr.  H.  M.,  LL.D   10  0 

Clay,  Captain  H.  Spender,  M.P   21    0  0 

Coles,  E.  H   110 

Eggar,  J.  A   0  10  0 


Carried  forward        ..       ..     '  26    3    0  1190  14 
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Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

Glass,  W.  A  

Jervoise,  Col.  J.  P.  . , 
Major,  Mark  B.  F.  . . 
Molteno,  P.  A.,  M.P. 

Pawle,  F.  C  

Walker,  G.  F.  . . 
Williams,  Aneurin,  M.P. 


SUSSEX. 

Ashton  of  Hyde,  The  Lord 
Camden,  The  Marquess 
Cohen,  Mrs.  N  L. 
Courthope,  G.  L.,  M.P. 
Hythe,  The  Viscount . . 

King,  R.  M  

Leconfield,  The  FiOrd 
Maryon-Wilson,  G.  M. 
Norfolk,  The  Duke  of,  K.G 
Stickney,  T.  A. 
Scott,  The  late  H.  Alan 
Tubbs,  Mrs.  H. 
Winterton,  The  Earl,  M.P. 


1913.  1913. 
Donations.    Subscriptions.  TotaL 


£   s.  d. 


£    s.  d. 


WARWICKSHIRE. 

Gee,  J  

Muntz,  F.  E.  . . 
Pain,  Geo.  L.  . . 
Shaw,  F. 
Turville-Petre,  O. 

WESTMORLAND. 
Breeks,  Mrs.  S.  M. 


WILTSHIRE. 
Bankes,  A. 

Bath,  The  Marquess  of 
Buckley,  Major  E.  D.  H. 
Cartwright,  Captain  . . 
Colston,  Edward 

Corbett,  J.  S  

Fitzmaurice,  The  Lord, 
Folliott,  Lewen 

FuUer,  R.  F  

Greville,  The  Hon.  Louis 

Huth,  G  

Islington,  The  Lord  . . 
Kinneir,  H. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Morrison,  Hugh 
Peto,  Basil  E.,  M.P.  .. 
Pender,  Sir  James,  Bart* 
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1913  1913 

Subscriber'sIName.  Donations.   Subscriptions.  Total. 

£    8.  d.       £    8.  d.     £    8.  d. 

Brought  forward       ..       ..  67  15    6  1272    4  0 

Pye-Smith,  Ed.  F   110 

Radnor,  The  Earl  of   10  10  0 

Rawlence  &  Squarey,  Messrs.        .....  110 

Shaw-Stewart,  Walter    1    0  0 

Spark,  W.  T   110 

Trenchard,  J.  A  !       . .  2    0  0 

Wiltshire  County  Council  9  19  6 

Wyndham,  Lieut.  P.  L   15  15  0 

  110    3  0 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 

Allsebrook,  A   10  0 

Davis,  General  H.  F.    110 

Lane,  C.  Pelham    110 

Marindin.  Major  A.  H   110 

Newton,  The  Rev.  Canon     . .        . .        . .  110 

Pelly,  Percy  J.    110 

  6    5  0 

YORKSHIRE. 

Bingley,  T.  H.    110 

Behrens,  Captain  Clive    10  10  0 

Bell,  Sir  Hugh,  Bart.    10    0  0 

Bunsen,  L.  H.  G.  de    2    2  0 

Burtt,  Philip   550 

Cobbold,  C.  H   10  0 

Chermside,  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  H.       . .        . .  10  0 

Cholmley,  Alfred  J   4    0  0 

Deramore,  The  Lord  . .        . .        . .        . .  4    0  0 

Dawnay,  Captain  the  Hon.  John    ..       ..  21    0  0 

Dent,  Major  J.  W   110 

Eckersley,  J.  C   2    2  0 

Fairfax-Cholmeley,  H.  C   10    0  0 

FitzwilUam,  The  Hon.  H.  W.        . .        . .  110 

Foster,  R.  J   110 

Godman,  Col.  A.  T   10  0 

Gray,  E   110 

Helmsley,  The  Viscount      . .        . .        . .  110 

Hopkins,  W.  R.  Innes    110 

Jowitt,  F.  McC   2    2  0 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R.,  M.P   10  0 

Lloyd-Greame,  P   110 

Lund,  R.  W   1    1    0  ' 

Maude,  W.  W   10  0 

Meyer,  S.  W   15  15  0 

Orde-Powlett,  The  Hon.  W.  G.  A.,  M.P.. .  2    0  0 

Peake,  H   5    0  0 

Pearson,  Captain  S.   ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Pease,  Arthur  F   5    5  0 

Pease,  Major  J.  R.    . .        . .        . .        . .  1    1  u 

Reckitt,  Sir  James,  Bart.     . .        . .        . .  2    2  0 

Rowntree,  Alfred      ..        ..        ..        ..  OlOU 

Rowntree,  Arnold  S.,  M.P   5    0    0  ' 

Rowntree,  B.  Seebohm    10  10  0 


Carried  forward 
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Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

St.  Quintin,  W.  H  

Samuelson,  Francis    . . 

Scott,  The  Rev.  W.  M  

Sykes,  Lt.-Col.  Mark,  M.P  

Samuel,  The  Right  Hon.  H.  L.,  M.P. 

^treatfeild,  R.  J  

TurtoD,  E  R   . . 

Vernon -Went worth,  Capt.  B.  C.    . . 
Wilkinson.  W. 
Wilson,  The  late  H.  J. 
Windham,  Major  A.  . . 
Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society,  Ltd. 
Wharton,  The  late  Rt.  Hon.  J.  L. . . 

Wharton.  W.  H.  A  

Zetland,  The  Marquis  of 


1913.  1913. 
Donations.   Subscriptions.  Total. 


£ 

s. 

d. 
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10 
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1 
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20 
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0 

10 
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10 

0 
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25 
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227  3  6 


WALES. 


ANGLESEY. 


Anglesey,  The  Marquis  of   . . 

20 

0 

0 

Cemlyn- Jones,  E.  W. . . 

30 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cotton,  Colonel  the  Hon.  R.  Stapleton 

2 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Hughes,  J.  Gr. . . 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Meyrick,  Sir  George  . . 

3 

0 

0 

Neave,  Sir  T.,  Bart  

2 

2 

0 

Pilkington,  The  late  Colonel  H.     . . 

0 

0 

Price,  H.  Bulkeley  

2 

0 

0 

Prichard,  T  

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Roberts,  R.  Bowen    . . 

2 

2 

0 

Sheffield,  The  Lord  

5 

0 

0 

14 

19 

11 

3 

3 

0 

Verney,  Sir  H.,  Bart,  M.P. 

0 

10 

0 

B  RECKNO  CKSHIRE. 

2 

2 

0 

Mitchell,  A.  A. 

1 

0 

0 

CARDIGANSHIRE.                     '  • 

1 

1 

0 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

Carmarthen  Chamber  of  Agriculture 

.    0  1 

2  10 

0 

5 

0 

Jones-Davies,  H. 

1 

1 

0 

100    9  11 

3  2  0 
1     I  0 

1  IS  10 


Carried  forward 


1722    7  3 


«        Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

CARNARVONSHIRE. 
Breese,  C.  E.  . . 
Cleeves,  F. 
Davies,  H.  R.  . . 
Davies,  J.  R.  . . 
Ellis,  Rupert  W. 
Ellis,  Surgeon- General  P.  M 
Edwards,  Claud  Lloyd 
Griffiths,  John  (Aber) 
Hughes,  Robert 
Penrhyn,  The  Lord 
Roberts,  Sir  T.  E. 
Wynne-Finch,  J.  C. 
Wynne-Finch,  Mrs.  , 
Wynne-Finch,  W.  H 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 

Evans,  A.  O  

Owen,  John 
Ormrod,  Oliver 

FLINTSHIRE. 

Buddicom,  H.  W  

Gladstone,  W.  G.  C,  M.P.  . . 

Hurlbutt,  H  

WiUiams,  T.  E  

GL  AMORG  ANSHIRE. 

Booker,  Mrs.  C.  E  

Clothier,  E.  H  

Merthyr,  The  Lord    . . 

Player,  W.  J.  P  

Turberville,  Colonel  J.  Picton 

MERIONETHSHIRE. 
Davies,  L.  J.  . . 
Lloyd,  E.  O.  V  

MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

Davies,  D.,  M.P  


1913.  1913. 
Donations.    Subscriptions  Total. 
£    s.  d.      £    s  d.     £    s.  d 
1722    7  3 


PEMBROKESHIRE. 

Stokes,  C.  W.  Rees    . . 

RADNORSHIRE. 

Millbank,  SirPowlett  C,  Bart 
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0 
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5 
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42    1  0 


3    3  0 


8    15  0 


4  12  6 

2  9  6 

10  10  0 

1  1  0 

0  0  0 


Total 


£1.799  19  3 
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APPENDIX  E. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM   AFFILIATED  SOCIETIES. 


£  8.  d. 

Agricultural  Co-operative  Federation,  Ltd. ..        ..        .,  ..110 

Anglesey  Eastern  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .    0  10  0 

Anglesey  Western  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .    14  0 

Anglesey  Bulb  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..042 

Anglesey  Egg  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.   02G 

Ashford  and  District  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd.  . .       . .       . .  ..026 

Ashington  and  Hirst  Small  Holders,  Ltd.   ..        ..        ..        ..  ..1100 

Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  10    0  0 

Allendale  Farmers,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..       ..       ..        ..  ..150 

Aldbourne  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .  ..014 

Arlesey  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.      . .    0    2  6 


Bushey  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.      0  10  6 
Birkenhead  Allotments  Association,  Ltd      ..       ..        ..       ..  ..i20 

Blaenpennel  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.        . .    0    7  0 
Barry  Small  Holdings  Tenants'  Association,  Ltd  . .       . .        . .  ..050 

Barry  and  District  Credit  Society      . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..026 

Biggleswade  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd . .  110 
Biddulph  and  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  ..014 

Blyth  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..100 

Burnley  Small  Holders'  Association,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Birchgrove  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.        . .  ..042 

Burton  Latimer  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.        ..        ..        ..        . .    0  17  6 

Borough  of  Poole  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.     . .       . .        . .        . .    1    1  0 

British  Table  Rabbit  Association,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..        ..  ..014 

Brislington  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..       ..        ..       ..        ..  ..156 

Bridlington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. . .    0  10  0 
Builth  Upper  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    ,.        ..    0  15  0 
Brotherhood  Trust  Extension  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..07^ 

Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .  ..214 

Bromley  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0106 

British  Flax  and  Hemp  Growers'  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..720 

British  Tobacco  Growers'  Society,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..  ..720 


Chichester  and  District  Bacon  Factory,  Ltd.         . .        . .  . .  ..0156 

Cople  and  District  Small  Holders'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..032 

Chipping  Norton  and  District  Egg  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.  . .  . .    0  12  0 

Croxden  Dairy  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  ..0106 

Cheshire  Milk  Producers'  Depots,  Ltd.        ..        ..        ..  ..  ..484 

Chadwell  Heath  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.  ..  ..026 

Corsham  Agriculturists,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  ..050 


Carried  forward     ..        ..        ..        ..       ..        . .  50  12  4 
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£    8.  d. 

Brought  forward  50  12  4 

€ornwall  County  Farm  and  Dairy  Co-operative  Society,  Lt4  1  12  2 

Cheshunt  Land  Club  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    ..        ..  ..    0  15  0 

Coggeshall  Credit  Society       . .        . .   0    6  2 

Chesterton  Allotments  Society,  Ltd  258 

Columbarium  Co-operative  Egg  and  Poultry  Society,  Ltd  0    5  0 

Cradoc  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd  1120 

Coleshill  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  0    4  8 

Castlemorton  Agricultural  Credit  Society  040 

Croydon  Allotment  and  Small  Holdings  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..050 

Coates  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd.   0    9  6 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd   . .  ..550 

Cheriton  and  District  Rural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd  0    5  0 

Croxley  Green  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.         . .  ..088 

Clitheroe  Small  Holdings,  Ltd   ..040 

Clynnog  Fawr  Farmers  Association,  Ltd  0106 

Cottenham  Small  Holders',  Ltd   ..030 

Carshalton  Allotments  Society,  Ltd   . .    0    7  6 

Cheddar  Valley  and  District  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd  0    3  8 

Devizes  and  District  Poultry  Society,  Ltd.  ..       ..       ..        .  .  ..174 

Darley  Farmers,  Ltd    ,  . .    0  10  0 

Derby  Co-operative  Provident  Society,  Ltd. ..        ,.        ..       ..  ..110 

Dysynni  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..  ..    0  10  6 

Denton  Farmers,  Ltd   ,.060 

Dunmow  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd   ..030 

Dulas  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd  0100 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd  8  18  8 

East  Worcestershire   Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Co-operative 

Society,  Ltd.   0134 

East  Anglian  Farmers,  Ltd.    ..        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    0  16  0 

Epsom  and  Sutton  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. . .        . .  ..110 

Elm  and  District  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.  . ,        . .  ..010 

Emlyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .       . ,  ..110 

East  Devon  Agricultural  Produce  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .       . .  ..100 

Eifionydd  Farmers' Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..130 

East  and  West  Harnham  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.    0    2  6 
Erith  and  District  Allotment  Holders'  Society,  Ltd.        . .       . .        . .    0  14  0 

Ebbesbome  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd  0  10  0 

Fareham  District  Allotment  and  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd.    .,  ,.    0  13  8 

Faversham  Agricultural  Co-operators,  Ltd.          . .        . .        . .  ..026 

Ferryhill  Village  Small  Holders'  Society,  Ltd                          . .  ..130 

Farcet  Small  Holders'  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .  . .    0    5  ,0 

Framlingham  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  2    2  3 

Granston  Egg  Depot,  Ltd.     . .        . .       . .       . .       . .       ....    1    0  0 

Guild  of  St.  George      ..        ..        .,        ..       ..        ..        ..  ..500 

Germansweek  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.     Oil  0 

Gamlingay  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society,  Ltd   .,110 

Gamlingay  Small  Holders,  Ltd.  ..  ..  ,.  .,  ..  ,.0186 
Guildford  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd.  .,  ..  ,.  18  6 
Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.       . .    2    2  0 
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Go udhurst  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society,  Ltd     ..        ..  '..058 
'  Gower  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.          . .        •  •        . .  ..100 
Gomeldon,  Porton  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.       . .    0    5  0 
Golden  Vale  Dairy  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .   110 

Hedgewick,  Ltd.  ..       ..       ..    0    2    0  | 

Higham  Ferrers  Small  Holders,  Ltd. ..       ..        ..       ..  ..040 

,  Hawarden  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.         . .       . .  . .    110  0 

Haverfordwest  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    ..        .,  ..    1  13  0 

Horsham  and  West  Sussex  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..    2  13  0 

,  Haddenham  Small  Holders,  Ltd.      ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Hebden  Bridge  and  District  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.    . .        . .  ..110 

Heighington  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    10  0 

Ham  worthy  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  ..       ..        ..        ..  ..149 

Haltwhistle  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  01610 

Hunsingore  Farmers'  and  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.       . .  . .    Oil  0 

Hedge  End  Agricultural  Credit  Society       ..        ..        ..       ..  ..080 

High  Wycombe  Small  Holdings  and  Allotment  Society,  Ltd.      . .  . .    0  10  0 

Hargrave  Small  Holders,  Ltd. ..        ..    ..040 

L-chester  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  . .  ..050 
Ickford  Small  Holders,  Ltd  u23 

Kettering  Shire  Horse^^Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..       ..  ..0106 

Key  worth  Smallholders,  Ltd.  . .        . .  0    4  0 

Kingsthorpe  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.      0    2  2 

Liropsfield  District  Credit  Society     . .        . .        . .        . .  . .  ..060 

Leamington  Hastings  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.         . .  . .  ..026 

Leicestershire  Dairy  Farmers,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  . .    0  15  0 

Lin gfield,  Crowhurst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    0  10  0 

Leatherhead  Credit  Society     ..       .,        ..        ..        ..  ..  ..0106 

Leicestershire  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.  , ,  ..110 

Labour  Co-partnership  Association    ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  ..110 

Llanwrst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  . .    0  13  4 

Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers,  Ltd.  ..       ..        ..        ..  ..  ..    0  17  0 

Lunesdale  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.   ..        ..  ..  ..014 

Leamington  North  East  District  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  . .  . .    0  13  4 

Long  Clawson  Dairy,  Ltd.     ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  ..100 

Llanybyther  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.      ..  ..  ..    0  10  6 

Lee  and  District  Land  Club  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  . .  ..026 

Lledrod  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.    ..        ..       ..        ..  ..  ..050 

Llangynwyd  and  District  Small  Holders'  Association,  Ltd.  . .  ..050 

Liverpool  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  . .  ..014 

Marton  and  District  Growers' Association,  Ltd   ,.  ..0168 

Milverton -New  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..  ..0144  * 

Maelor  (Flints)  Agricxxltural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .  ..100  » 

Market  Weighton  and  District  Farmers'  Supply  Association,  Ltd.  , .    0    5  0 

Milton  and  District  Small  Holders  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  ..070 

Marshfield  Credit  Society   0  14 

Manchester  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  . .    2    2  4 

Marshland  and  Wingland  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd.  ..    0  15  0 
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Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd   ..440 

Mere  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society^  Ltd.  ..         .        ..  ..036 

Mitcham  and  Diistrict  Small  Holders  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .  ..220 

Maentwrog  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0  14 

Mansfield  Small  Holders,  Ltd. '  ..  ^.  .,084 
Mansfield  Woodhouse  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd.   064 

Market  Lavington  and  Easterton  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd  0    3  4 

Moulton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    4  0 

Morlpv  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.      . .       . .  ..050 

Mid-Cheshire  Farmers  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .       . .  ..200 

Nidderdale  Dairy,  Ltd...       ..       ..       ..   110 

Norwich  and  District  Fruit  Growers  Association,  Ltd.    ..       ..  0  12  0 

North-West  Anglesey  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd                       . .  ..1010 

No  Man's  Land  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    2  10 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.        ..        ..  ..    0  13  6 

North  Bromsgrove  Market  Gardeners,  Ltd, .,       ..        ..        ..  ..100 

New  Quay  Llandyssul  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd                      . .  .,200 

Nuneaton  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.    ,,        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Newfoundpool  Co-operative  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.      . .       . .  ..100 

Neath  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd,    . ,       . ,  ,.014 

Netley  Marsh  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    5  0 

Over  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.       ..       ..       .,       ..  ..076 

Oswestry,  Weston-Rhyn  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd.       . .        . .  . .    0  18  0 

Oadby  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.              .,  ..    0  12  4 

Oadby  Credit  Society                                                           ..  ..034 

Orpington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Co-operative 

Society,  Ltd.         . .       , .      , . .       ,  0  3,6 

Pumpsaint  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..    0  15  0 

Potton  and  District  Small  Holders, 'Ltd   ,.09  0 

Pontarda we  and  District  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.        ..        ..  ..    0  12  0 

Priors  Marston  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments,  Ltd   .,    0  10  0 

Pembroke  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  , .    15  6 

Potter  Heigham  Fruit  Growers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  ..  .,    0  10  6 

Pinvin  and  District  Agricultural  Credit  Society     , .        . .        . .  ..034 

Plumstead  Common  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.        .,        ..       .,  ..1156 

Padiham  and  District  Farmers' Trading  Society,  Ltd,     ..        ..  ..    0  10  6 

Pyle  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd,          ,.  ..    0    5  10 

Poole  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.       ,.        ,.        ..        ..  ,.0100 

Pershore  Co-operative  Fruit  Market,  Ltd.   ,.        ..        ..        ..  ..14  2 

Potton  End  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.       . ,       . .       . .  ..016 

Parwich  Egg  Depot,  Ltd.       . .        . .        , .    ,.066 

Potterne  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . ,    0    2  8 

Radstock  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd,       . .        . .  . .    117  8 

Reigate  Small  Holders,  Ltd                        ..        ..        ..        ,,  .,10  0 

Rural  Housing  Organisation  Society ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  .,10  0 

Reigate  Small  Holders  Credit  Society         ..        ..        ..        ..  ..    0  14 

Ripon  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  .,012 

Ryton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .    1    0  0 
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JRuislip,   Northwood  Co-operative  Small   Holdings  and"  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd.         ..  .  .  .  ..        ..  ..    0  15  0 

Roxton  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.  .,  ..    0  10  6 

Redlynch  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.         . .  . ,    0    2  6 

RUralLeague    ..       .,  .,       ..       ..  1    I  .0 

Soberton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.   "    .  .r    •  »*    0  14    6  ' 

Scalford  Pairy,  Ltd^     ..    ..  .  '         0    1  0 

South  Shields  Small  Holders,  Ltd   . .  :,  C^.^.     •  ....    1    0  0 

Sherston  Co-operative  Milling  Society,  Ltd.  ..   '  i.  ..    0  10  6 

Sta£Ehiu*st  Wood  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd, . .       ..  0    3  2 

Sturminster  Newton  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd   . ,  . .    0  15  0 

Swaledale  Farmers*  Association,  Ltd.         ..       ..        ..    ,   ..  ,  0  16  4 

Swanwick  and  District  Basket  Factory,  Ltd.         . .        . ;     '  . . .    2    3  4 

Swanscombe  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.        . .  . .    0    6  0 

Street  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.      ..        ..        ..       ..  ..0118 

Shrivenham  and  District  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.       . .  ..026 

Sherborne  Small  Holdings,  Ltd  0  10 

Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.     , .        . .  .,110 

Saffron  Walden  District  Farmers' Association,  Ltd.         ..       ..  1    1  0 

Sugar  Beet  Growers' Society,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..       .,        ,,  ;.    7    2  0 

Sutton  Valence  Small  Holders,  Ltd.  ..       ..       .  ,  ..    0    5  0 

St.  Bride's  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         ..       ,,       ..       ..  ..080 

Scawby  Agricultural  Credit  Society  . .        . .        . ,       . .       . .  ..050 

Somersham  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.    . .  ..052 

Stotfold  Co-operative  Small  Holdings,  Ltd. . ,       . .       . ,       . ,  ..220 

Stotfold  Credit  Society  0    2  0 

Severn  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .  ..110 

Sholing  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..    0    4  0 

Tiptree  and  District  Credit  Society    . .       „ .       . .       . .        . .  . .    0  10  0 

Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley  Industrial  Society,  Ltd.   . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Tendring  Hundred  Farmers' Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..  ..    0  11  10 

Timberland  and  District  Agricultural  Union,  Ltd. . .        ..        ..  ..050 

Todmorden  and  Districi;  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ..014 

Tonbridge  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    2  6 

Timstall  Allotments,  Ltd  0    2  8 

Teesdale  Associated  Farmers,  Ltd.    . .        . .       . .        . .       . .  ..2166 

Verwood  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd     ..  ..    0  12  0 

Vale  of  Towy  Dairy  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..200 

Vale  of  Clywd  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    .,        ..  ..110 

West  Herts  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.    . ,       . .  ..200 

West  Midland  Farmers' Association,  Ltd.  ..       ..       ..  ..2194 

Wharf  edale  Farmers,  Ltd  100 

Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.         ..        ..       ..        ..        ..        ..  ..550 

Worthing  and  District  Market  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.        . .  ..098 

Wanborough  District  Agricultural  Trading  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .    0    4    4  | 

West  Glamorgan  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.  ,.        ..        ..  ,.0100 

West  Sussex  and  Hants  Dairy  Farmers,  Ltd   . .  ..110 

Wawne  Farmers,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..       .,        ..       ..  ..050 

Water  Orton  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd,       . .  . .    0    6  10 

Whissonsett  Small  Holders  Credit  Society   ,,       ..       ..       .,  ..044 
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"West  Sussex  Live  Stock  Improvement  Society,  Ltd.'  ;  . . :  . .  ..'014 
Winterhourne  Zelstone  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 

Ltd.  ..       ...      ..       ..    ..  ..040 

Whitchurch  Canonidorm  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.     ..        ..j  ..  0    5  0 

Winchester  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd.., i  ..  .  .    4    0  0 

Whiteparisk  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Lt?d.  .  .  ,  O'  2  0 

Westdale  Freehold  Land  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. i        ..i  ..  ..    0    1  4 

Walkden  and  District  Farmers' Milk  Supply,  Ltd.  ^        ..j  ..  ..    O-  IO  0 

Wiggenhall  Agricultural  Credit  Society      ..                 ..j  ..  ..'0.7  8 

Winterb6ume-Zelstone  Credit  Society                            ..I  ..  .'.    0  14 

Whalley  District  Farmers,  Ltd.         ..        ..        .}        ..  ..  11  0 

Way  ford  Traders,  Ltd  ,        ..  ..  ..    0    1  6 

Weslerham  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.  .:        ..  ...  ..    0    2  6 

Wheatley  Shotover  and  Holton  Credit  Society       .  \  •  >  .  >.  ►     ^    ^  ^ 

White  House  Hill  Allotments  Assoeiat  on,  Ltd.               .-.!  <     .  "^    ;      0  1<»  6 

Welbourn  and  District  Credit  Society   \  ..  ..    0    1  4 

West  Moors  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd   ....050 

Wetherby  and  District  Farmers' Trading  Association,  Ltd.;  0    6  8 

Yoxall  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd.  v  ..  .,    0  10  6 

Yalding  and  Mid  Kent  Farmers,  Ltd.         ..       ..       ..i  ..    0  it  2 
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YIL— Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies 

SUMMARY 


SOCIETIES  FOE  PURCHASi 
OF  REQUIREMENTS. 

EGG  AND  POULTRY. 

DAIRY. 

COUNTY. 

No. 
of  So- 
cieties 

No.  of 

Members 

Sales. 

No. 
of  So 
cietie 

No.  of 
J  Members 

Sales 

No. 
of  So 
eietie 

No.  of 
g  Member 

Sales 

ENGLAND. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Bedfordshire 

I 

204 

3*347 

u  ciivriniic  ... 

I 

77 

908 

7 

300 

2*995 

I 

30 

345 

'Ccimbridgeshire 

" 

"r  A-. 
102 

10,247 

I 

108 

1*257 

Cheshire 

5 

IOI5 

i  30*895 

1 

546 

^5*117 

•Cornwa.!! 

2 

96 

763 

2 

138 

34,786 

i  1 1  m       t*l  ^1  n 1 
V-^  Li  1 X  i  u  c;  1  1  ct  1 1     . .  . 

4 

484 

28, 187 

Derbyshire  ... 

I 

38 

222 

3 

3*345 

Dorsetshire  ... 

4 

I  192 

694 

3 

173 

I  2,869 

I 

97 

21,867 

Tl  n  r*  ri  51  m 

Xym  lldlll  ... 

4 

o3o 

18,099 

3 

IQI 

T  T  T^;s 

I  I , I Do 

1 16 

91*579 

Gloucestershire 

5 

792 

^3*035 

3 

202 

3*569 

I 

214 

Hampshire 

741 

133*940 

I 

ID 

72 

86 

1,062 

Herefordshire 

Hertfordshire 

I 

41 

829 

Huntingdon  j>h  ire 

^ 

5 

'54 

12,582 

2 

92 

962 

jLctncHSMirc  ...        . . . 

12 

i»3^7 

1  12,861 

15 

4*394 

-Lrft^lV-v  .-iLCl  olill  c                 . . . 

4 

207 

17,400 

i^llJV..L>lIl!5lllIC...  .. 

37 

1,121 

I 

7 

49 

London         ...        . . . 

13b 

39.364 

I 

160 

74,042 

Middlesex 

IVT  nn  m  r^n  t  Vi  qVi  i  r*p* 

i.T±       1  lii^  Ll  Lii  oil  11  c             .  . 

13 

I 

'7 

94 

Norfolk 

,.1 

5*603 

Northamptonshire 

o  r  t  h  u  m  b  e  r  1  ci  n  d 

3 

437 

'*75o 

^^ottin^hcirn  shire 

I 

47,000 

Oxfordshire 

I 

00 

1*973 

I 

74 

«7i 

Shropshire 

2 

496 

54*973 

2 

122 

T    r  iS 

1*54^ 

5 

294 

3*407 

2 

332 

0,400 

109 

8,512 

Stcifford  shire 

I 

34 

721 

I 

4 

146 

23,880 

Suffolk 

3 

i»449 

301,682 

I 

671 

30,393 

I 

4 

436 

23*184 

Sussex 

'J 
o 

4 1 ,642 

Warwickshire 

I 

27 

509 

2 

60 

I  ,596 

Westmorland 

2 

256 

1*765 

Wiltshire   

1  I 

447 

2,471 

6 

547 

7*601 

I 

557 

129,988 

Worcestershire 

2 

1 10 

4*  164 

Yorkshire 

20 

1,690 

77*896 

I 



40 

710 

7 

222 

52,366 

Total — England . . . 

13*389 

1.160,361 

31 

2,642 

58*719 

32 

3151 

505,916 

WAT  FS 

-Anglesey 

5 

537 

12,005 

I 

55 

3*215 

Brecknockshire 

3 

290 

1 2,204 

CXL  l^lClCXllollliC^  ... 

lO 

1,400 

27*250 

V_/ CV I  lllCtl  LllC/il3llIl  c  ... 

9 

3*042 

164,979 

I 

197 

3,000 

V_-'CT,l  lldlVl^llOilil^  '** 

4 

373 

9,676 

Denbighshire 

3 

102 

2,125 

Flintshire 

3 

369 

22,908 

Glamorganshire 

9 

476 

13*905 

Merionethshire 

403 

1 1,214 

Montgomeryshire  ... 

3 

293 

13,971 

jrciiiuivjKCoiiiic 

6 

648 

34,987 

189  j 

2,826 

Total — Wales  ... 

^^3 

7>94i  : 

525,224 

3 

244 

6,041 

197 

3,000 

GRAND  TOTAL 

i88  . 

:^33o 

.4S5.585 

34  2,886  6 

4,760 

33  ■ 

3*348 

508,916 

registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 


SMALL  HOLDINGS  AND  ALLOTMENTS. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

CREDIT. 

TOTAL. 

No. 

No.  of 

i^reage  held. 

No. 

No.  of 

No. 

No.  of 

Loans 

No. 

No.  of 

Members 

of  So- 

From 

From 

Sales 

of  So- 

Mem- 

Turnover 

of  So- 

mem- 

granted 

of  So- 

Turnover 

cieties 

Members 

Local 

other 

(if  any) 

cieties 

bers 

cieties 

bers 

during  the 

cieties 

Authority 

Land  ords 

year 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

219 

921 

— 

505 

3 

12 

423 

3,852 

i  ! 

294 

960 

386 

357 

5 

37' 

1,265 

f  4 

rSi. 

9» 

131 

174 

2 

21 

94 

14 

515 

3,434 

I  2 

1,153 

220 

398 

2,,So7 

3 

1 0 

1,423 

14,01 1 

2 
I 

609 
30 

23 

— 

13 

— 

— 

I 

2o 

9 
4 
4 
2 

19^ 

234 
484 

68 

146,01 2 

35,549 
28,187 
222 

I 

57 

4 

— 

I 

285 

5 

301 

3-630 

I O 

1 , 100 

333 

446 

I 

Q 
0 

19 

1,570 

25,430 

o 

320 

321 

15 

1 0 

»5b 

18,099 

1  D 

— 

■ — 

2 

6^ 

193 

g 

35« 

102,945 

17 

369 

— 

I 

35 

1 2,000 

1 

12 

1 , 260 

I  20,701 

g 

2,099 

Q 
0 

95 

229 
— 

45^ 

2 

645 

4 
I 

5« 

210 

22 

3,645 

Q 

0 

i33,74<^ 

6 

473 

145 

7 

9^ 

49 

9 

10 

572 

930 

07 

— 

— 

07 

394 

8 

55 

200 

4 

31 

2  2 

071 

i3,»04 

3" 

— 

30 

15 

;l-5^ 

1 17,205 

4 

18c 
405 

52 

79 

22 

I 

29 

91 

3 

4» 

50 

>'^9 

17,563 

3 

162 

r  16 

2,327 

UO 

3 

41 

127 

g 

24, 

1,357 

4 

4^3 

10 

32 

79 

7 

2, 0(37 

7,01 2 

14 

2,776 

121,097 

155 

8 

14 

1  2o 

155 

I  20 

I 

20 

— 

3 

50 

\  94 

2 

^7 

72 

3 

03 

239 

9 

332 

5,904 

i8 

664 

1,541 

59 

4d 

52 

78  c 
205 

71 

707 

330 

3 

480 

131 

41 

5 

917 

1,750 

5 

250 

27 

94 

I  Oo 

I 

12 

22 

7 

922 

47,i3» 

40 

— 

3 

27 

^5 

5 

20 1 

2,o:)9 

301 
3" 

I 

5 

010 

56,521 

4 

143 

3  +  1 

14 

7 

1 ,096 

■-> 

i«,4i9 
24,60 1 

I 

14 



2 

7 



8 

2,182 

332,075 

1 1 

920 

325 

27 

245 

6 

74 

55 

2 1 

1,430 

23,484 

1 

i6 

67 

3 

273 

_ 

T 

1,042 

41,642 

1,527 

211 

481 

2X1 

2 

160 

28,457 

21 

1,774 

30,773 

781 

2 

256 

1,765 

8 

279 

2 1 

84 

29 

2,924 

48 

27 

^,859 

143,068 

4 

500 

68 

7Q 

87 

2 

204 

24,614 

4 

44 

12 

858 

28,qi3 

1 1 

499 

91 

A 

I 

I 

41 

2,451 

130,972 

182 

\ 

13,909 

7,034 

5,289 

28 
3 

3,730 
82 

76,268 
1,276 

50 

5g9 

1,074 

448 

9 
3 

37,420 

674 
290 

1,807,627 

16,496 
12,204 

10 

1 ,400 

27,250 
167,979 

10 

3,239 

I 

47 

1,^34 

5 
3 

420 

102 

10,810 

2,125 

208 

981 

3 

369 

22,908 

9 

247 

3 

10 

■  '7 

21 
8 
3 

694 
403 
293 

14,269 
11,214 

~  13,971 

8 

837 

37,813 

9 

208 

981 

247 

129 

2,410 

3 

10 

117 

83 

8,729 

337,039 

191 

14,117 

8,015 

5,345 

5,536 

32 

3,859 

78,678 

53 

609 

1, 191 

531  1 

46,(49  i 

2,144,666 
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Sen  why  

Friskney. . 
Stoke  Rochford 

Wiggenhall 
Whissonsctt 
Wayford  

Moulton  

Spalding  .        .  .        .  .i 

Mansfield  Woodhoiisc 

Islip   

Hevford  

Wheatley.  Shotover  & 
Holton 

Laxfield  

West  Row 

Limpsfield        . .        . .; 

Epsom  

Chobham 
Leatherhead     . . 

Castle  Moi  ton  . 
Far  Forest 

Cradley  

Pinvin 

Adwick-le-Street 
Total— England 

St.  Pagan's 
Cadoxton 

Barry  

Total- Wales 

TOTAL  (53  Societies; 

Linei">lnshire    . . 
Norfolk  .  . 

Northa  mpt'nsli  ire 

Nottinghamshire 
Oxfordshire  . . 

Suffolk  .. 
Surrey 

Worcestershire 
Yorkshire 
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NO  FARMER  MUST  FORGET  TO  BUY 

HIS  WLJPLVfXJT^lSS. 
THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  15 

NITRATE 
OF  SODA 

Land  dressed  with  Nitrate  of  Soda,  in  conjunction  with 
Phosphates  and  Potash,  yield  stronger  crops,  bigger  crops, 
better  crops  and  more  profitable  crops* 

Send  for  Pamphlets  entitled  : 

*'  Practical  Handbook  on  the  Use  of  Nitrate  of  Soda/* 
The  Improvement  of  Pastures  and  Meado^rs,** 
Catch  Crops — the  Farmers*  Standby.** 

Supplied  gratis  and  post  free  by 

THE  CHILEAN  NITRATE  COMMITTEE, 

FRIARS  HOUSE,  NEW  BROAD  STREET,  LONDON,  EX. 


THE  AVON  MANURE  CO.,  LTD. 

BRISTOL. 

Manufacturers  of 

SPECIAL  MANURES 

for  all  crops. 

SUPERPHOSPHATES,  BONE  MANDRES. 


131 


66 


RESTAURO 


55 


The  OINTMENT  for  outward  application. 


INVALUABLE   TO  AGRICULTURALISTS   for  Accidents 
on  land — with  machinery— Kicks,  Bites  and  other  damage 
by  animals — Insect  Stings,  etc. 

For  Cuts,  Scratches,  Bruises,  Burns,  Scalds,  Sprains, 
Wounds,  Festers,  Skin  Complaints — Eczema  and  Sores 
of  all  kinds.  Piles,   Rheumatism,   Rheumatic  Gout,  &c. 


Cleanse  the  part  affected,  and  apply  on  linen,  or  by  gently  rubbing  in. 

For   home,  workshop,    field,    when   travelling.   Never  be  without 
Restauro,"  and  much  discomfort  and  pain  will  be  saved.     Those  who 
have  once  used  "  Restauro    always  keep  it  at  hand. 

'7i^'y  and   2/Q   per  box  Post  Free. 

Low   Wholesale   Prices  to   Co  =  operative  Societies. 

This  preparation  hitherto  used  in  advertiser  s  07vn  family  and  given  to 
acquaintances  who  have  derived  such  rapid  cures  and  benefitted  by  its  use, 
have  urged  the  producer  to  offer  it  to  the  public,  who  has.  now  decided  to  do  so. 


Mr.  Gallagher,  BiUericay,  Essex. — "You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  'Restauro' 
has  invariably  proved  in  our  home  an  indispensable  remedy  for  cuts,  scratches,  bruises, 
burns,  sprains,  wounds,  festers,  and  in  fact  all  sores  of  an\-  kind — and  our  little  ones,  no  more 
than  the  adults,  would  be  without  it.  It  is  well-named,  for  it  restores  within  a  few  hours 
the  broken  skin,  and  it  has  become  an  adjunct  in  our  household  which  would  be  difficult  to 
replace.  The  children  cry  for  it  as  soon  -and  that  is  often — as  they  come  in  bruised  or  cut 
from  the  falls  following:  their  daily  play.  I  cannot  write  too  hig:hly  of  '  Restauro'  on  behalf 
of  my  family  circle." 

Mrs.  Stammers,  Nr.  Stock,  Essex. — "  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  '  Restauro."  M3  son 
(an  agfricultural  labourer)  sprained  his  foot  when  at  work  dig-ging  with  a  fork.  The  doctor  s 
ointment  gave  no  relief — it  got  worse  and  hecould  not  worl<.  I  .ipplied  '  Restauro' — soon  alter 
the  pain  and  swelling  ceased  and  it  was  cured  and  he  was  able  to  wear  his  boots  in  a  day  or 
two  and  go  to  work.  Also  I  had  the  misfortune  to  tear  my  hand  with  a  brass  hook  ver\ 
badly.  The  ointment  the  doctor  gave  me  did  not  relie\e  but  made  it  worse;  after  a  few 
applications  of  '  Restauro'  it  was  completely  cured." 

Mrs,  Robinson,  South  Hackney.  — "  I  have  tried  many  ointments,  but  none  so  efficient 
as  '  Restauro.'  " 

Miss  Daniell,  Nr.  Stock,  Essex.  — "  I  am  pleased  to  recommend  '  Restauro'  IVIy  father 
has  used  it  for  sprained  knee  with  excellent  results.    It  is  also  good  for  nerve  pains." 


"Restauro,"  33  Milk  St.,  Gheapside,  London,  E.G. 


Quite  Safe.— Free  from  Injurious  Drugs. 


A   FEW  TESTIMONIALS. 


TRIAL  SOLICITED. 


SATISFACTION  CERTAIN. 


J  22 


The  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society^  Limited^ 

Formed  in  1863  by  the  uniting-  of  local  Co-operative 
Societies  to  obtain  Wholesale  Supplies  under  Co-opera- 
tive Control. 

The  Federation 


Now  includes  1,168  Societies,  representinii;-  2,272,496 
individual  Members. 

Offices^  Salerooms  and  Warehouses 

At  MANCHESTER,  NEWCASTLE,  LONDON, 
Bristol,  Cardiff,  Liverpool,  Northampton,  and  at 
Longton  (for  Crockery  only). 

Salerooms 


At  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Notting-ham,  Blackburn  and 
Birmingham. 

Purchasing  and  Forv/arding  Depots 

In  Ireland,  on  the  Continent,  in  America  and  Australia. 
The  Business  Includes  — 

Wholesale  dealing-  of  all  kinds.  Banking-,  Flour  Mill- 
ing (Larg-est  Millers  in  U.K.),  Tea  Growing  and 
Blending-,  Fruit  Growing,  Butter  Making-,  Bacon 
Curing-,  Shipping,  Packing-  of  Groceries  and  Drugs, 
Printing,  Tanning  and  Fellmong-ering-,  the  making  of 
Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  Biscuits,  Cakes,  Sweets,  Pre- 
serves, Jellies,  Candied  Peels,  Pickles  and  Vinegar 
Brewing-,  Soap,  Candles,  Glycerine,  Starch,  Lard, 
Boots  and  Shoes,  Saddlery,  Cloth  and  Clothing-, 
Silesias,  Lining  and  Cotton  Cloths,  Mantles,  Millinery, 
Shirts,  Shirtings,  Corsets,  Underclothing-,  Hosiery, 
Flannels,  Tobacco,  Cig-ars,  Cig-arettes,  Snuft\  Furniture, 
Brushes,  Bedsteads,  Fire  Irons,  Ironmongery,  Tinware, 
Paints  and  Varnishes,  etc.,  etc. 

EMPLOYING  NEARLY  23,000  WORKERS. 

Annual  Sales  nearly  ^31,400,000. 

Annual  Dividend  to  Societies  over  ^467,000. 

Head  Office:  1,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester 
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ESTABLISHED  OVER  THREE-QUARTERS  OF  A  CENTURY. 


THOMAS  VICKERS  &  SONS,  Ltd. 

IHanufacturcrs  of  ,  ♦  , 

SUPERPHOSPHATES  (all  grades) 
BONE  COMPOUNDS 
PURE  DISSOLVED  BONES 
And  other  Fertilisers. 


Pricp.s  on  Application  to  Agents,  or  to  Head  Office  ; 

MILES  PLATTING,  MANCHESTER 


WORKS  : 

MANCHESTER,  WIDNES,  and  5ANDBACH. 


BAfLlSS.  JONES &Bmi^U 


^^JJm..-  iron  ^ 

FENCING,  i 

J  GATES. 

&c 

1^  ^..^ 

CATALOGUE  FREE 


WOUTERHaMPTON  AND  LONDON 


PLKASE  MENTION  THIS  PUBLICATION. 


BAII^EY,  SLOPER  &  CO. 

Kstablished  in  182.5  dm-  over  Fifty  Years  at  Curtain  Road,  tlie 
Home  of  the  Furnishing  Trade),  as  Manufacturers  to  the  Trade. 

For  many  years  supplied  the  Army  &  Navy  Stores  almost  exclusively,  &  consequently 
a  large  number  of  the  Members,  &  also  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society 

—  Abe  now  Supplying  Direct  to  Consusfers.  — 


FURNITURE  —Fitments  — Carpets— Curtains — and  every  article  requisite  tor  complete 
equipment  of  Homes  of  every  deprree— Mansit^ns — Cottages—  Flats  — Hotels 
—Offices— Public  Institutions,  etc.,  at  Lowest  Rock  Bottom  Prices. 
Estimates  with  Special  Drawings  and  Sug'g-estions  made  Free  ot  Charge. 

32,    MILK   STREET,   CHEAPSIDE,    LONDON,  E.C. 

BAILEY,  SLOPER  &  CO.  are  prepared  to  take  old  furniture,  etc.  in  exchange 
and  allow  fair  prices. 
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STREET 


and  District 
Collecting 


DEPOT,  Ltd 


EGG  BOXES 

STRONG,  LIGHT, 

SAFE  and  SIMPLE, 
Complete  with  Improved  Interchangeable 
Leatherboard  Fittings  and  Wood  Wool. 
Name  and  Station  stencilled  free. 


Size. 


5  doz, 
10 
20 
30 


9  J 


Weight. 

7  lbs 
10 
18 

25 


Price. 

2/4 
31- 
4/6 
6/- 


SPECIAL  PRICES  QUOTED 
FOR  QUANTITIES. 

Full  particulars  of  above  and  also  of  our 

INCUBATING  EGGS 
DAY   OLD  CHICKENS 
SIX  WEEKS  OLD  CHICKS 
PULLETS 
POULTRY  FOODS 
MARKING  RINGS 


I 


LEATHER  BOARD  FITTINGS 
WOOD  WOOL  for  packing 
LEAD  SEALS 
SEALING  TONGS 
TESTING  CHIMNEYS 
WATER   GLASS,  etc., 


will  be  sent  promptly  on  receipt  of  postcard. 


BUSINESS  TERMS.— Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
remittance.  Cheques  may  be  made  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 
J  AS.  C.  MoRLAND.  Consignments  are  sent  carriage  forward, 
unless  otherwise  arranged. 


All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  MANAGER, 

STREET  DEPOT,  STREET  FARM, 

STREET,  S.O.,  SOMERSET. 


See  Board  of  Agriculture's  Leaflet,  No.  267,  strongly 
supporting  the  2  per  cent.  Citric  Acid  half = hour  Test. 


THE   GREAT  SAFEGUARD 
IN  GETTING  PRECISE  GUARANTEES  OF 

Citric  Soluble  Phosphates 

by  Standard  Method,  as  given  with 

ALBERT'S 

Basic  Slag 

is  of  special  importance  to  Farmers. 

ALBERTS  BASIC  SLAG 

IS  RECOMMENDED 

As  PHOSPHATIC  MANURE  for 

ALL 

SPRING,  AUTUMN, 

AND 

WINTER  SOWN  CROPS, 

ALSO  FOR 

MEADOWS   and  PASTURES, 
on  every  description  of  Soil. 

Pamphlet:  "Basic  Slag:  How  to  Buy  and  How  to  Use," 
gratis  from 

CHEMICAL  WORKS  late  H.  &  E.  ALBERT, 

15,  Philpot  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
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UNION  IS  STRENGTH 

THE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  TWINE 
FOR  THE  FARMER 

BRITISH  MANUFACTURE 


THE  FARMERS'  CENTRAL  TRADING  BOARD, 

(ENGLAND  &  WALES) 

25,  Commercial  Road,  GLOUCESTER. 


0 


ESTABLISHED    182  1 


MORRIS  &  GRIFFIN, 

NEWPORT,  MON. 


Manufacturers  of 


GENUINE  FERTILISERS 
SUPERPHOSPHATES  of  all  grades 
PURE    DISSOLVED    BONES  and 

BONE  COMPOUNDS 
PURE  STEAMED  BONE  MEAL 

(63%  Phosphates,  f  %  Ammonia) 

PURE  ENGLISH  RAW  BONE  MLAL 


ISi  STEPNEY  PRESS, 

Gener^wl  Printers, 


Supply 


PROSPECTUSES,  BALANCE  SHEETS, 

SEALS,  RULES, 
APPLICATION  FORMS,  STATIONERY, 
ACCOUNT  BOOKS  FOR  GO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 


AND 


BOOKS  OF  ACCOUNTANCY  FOR 
SMALL  HOLDINGS  and  CREDIT  SOCIETIES 

(Specially  prepared  for  the  A.O.S.). 


43  White  Horse  Lane,  Stepney, 

Telephone  1476  BAST,  LONDON,  C 
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KEEP  YOUR  SEED  TRADE  WITHIN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENT. 

EASTERN  COUNTIES  FARMERS' 
CO-OPERATIVE  ASSOCIATION,  LTD., 

86    PRINCES    STREET,  IPSWICH, 

Specialists  in  all  Farm  Seeds  for  Export  or  Home  Trade. 

Grass  and  Clover  Seeds  of  the  Finest  Quality  Obtainable,  Specially 
Cleaned  by  Patent  Machinery  under  an  Experienced  and 
Expert  Staff. 


ROOT  SEED  CROPS  GROWN  AND  SUPERVISED  BY  A  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  ASSOCIATION  WHO  ARE  EXPERT  SEED  GROWERS. 


Highest  Class  Seeds  at  Reasonable  Prices. 

SPECIAL  TERMS  FOR  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES  IN 
EITHER  BULK  OR  RETAIL  QUANTITIES. 


All  Seeds  supplied  are  Specially  Tested  for  Purity  and  Germination. 
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MARK  YOUR 
HENS 
CLEARLY 


fniLLS  COLOURED  EXPANDING^ 
BANDS 

DO  NOT  INJURE  LEGS 
DO  NOT  FALL  OFF 
CLEAN  BRIGHT  SURFACE. 
SAMPLE 
FREE. 


BEST  ENGLISH  MAKE 

FINEST  SPRING  QUALITY 

REALLY  SELF  CLOSING 
10  DISTINCT  COLOURS.    4  SIZES. 
Sample  Set,  5d.  post  free. 


HILL'S  RUBBER  Go.  Ltd 

P.O.  Dept  ,  52,  Market  Place, 


COOPER'S  dip] 


FOR  70  YEARS 

TI18  World's  Standard  Dip 

Sole  Manufacturers, 

Wm.  Cooper  &  Nephews,  Berkhamsted. 


CO-OPERATION 

=   IN  = 

AGRICULTURE 

AN  ILLUSTRATED  JOURXAL  of  the  -  -  - 
AGRICULTURAL  ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY 

PUBLISHED  MONTHLY, 

PRICE    Id.  POST  FREE  2d. 

Annual  Subscription,  2s.  post  free,  payable  in  advance- 

^UEEN  ANNE'S  CHAMBERS,  TOTHILL  STREET,  WESTMINSTER, 

LONDON,  8.W. 

1 29 


The    Stepney  Press, 
trade   union  printers. 
43,.  WHITE    Horse  Lane. 
London.  E. 
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Agricultural  Organization  Society. 


Application  for  Membership  by  an  Individual  Subscriber. 


To  THE  Governors, 

I  hereby  make  application  to  be  registered  as  a  Member  of  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society,  and,  if  approved,  I  agree  to  pay  until  further  notice,  an  annual  subscription  of 
£  :  :  per  annum,  the  first  payment  of  which  I  enclose  herewith  in 

accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Society. 

Signature:  .  


Full  Name  and  Title  (if  any)_ 

For  Registration  purposes. 


Postal  Address^ 
County  


Description  or  Occupation. 
Dated  this  


-day  of- 


-191 


Note  :  (a)  The  annual  membership  subscription  of  an  individual  subscriber  shall  m  no 
case  be  less  than  one  pound  (Article  6  (i)  ). 

(b)  Renewal  of  the  subscription  of  membership  is  due  and  payable  in  advance  on 

each  I  St  April  following  the  date  of  admittance  to  membership. 

(c)  This  application  is  invalid  unless  accompanied  by  remittance,  which  will  be 

returned  in  the  event  ot  membership  not  being  granted. 


BEEF.  MUnON.  PORK 
.N.  POULTRY  SALESMEN. 


HIGHEST  MARKET  PRICES  RETURNED 


FULL  PARTICULARS  FROM 


Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society, 

LIMITED. 

DUBLIN. Offices  and  Bank, 
—   151  Thomas  Street. 

LONDON  — C®"*'"^''  Market  Ch&mbers, 

 '  8-14  King'  Street, 

West  Smithfield.  E.C. 

Telegrams  i  Telephones : 

"PRODUCE  DUBLIN."  DUBLIN:  1432  &  3666. 

**rVERAGE,  CENT,  LONDON."  LONDON:  CITY  580J. 


SUTTONS 


THE   FINEST   STRAINS  OFFERED 
UNSURPASSED  FOR  QUALITY  AND  PRODUCTIVENESS 


For  the 
FARM 


SUTTONS 

PEDIGREE 

ROOT 
\  SEEDS. 
SUTTON'S 

GRASS 
and 

CLOVER 

SEEDS, 
etc.   .   .  . 


Illustrated  Cataloffues 
Post  Free. 


Over 
620 

GOLD,  etc.. 
MEDALS 
have  been 
awarded  for 
the  produce  of 
SUTTON'S 
SEEDS, 
and  moreover 
Messrs.  SUTTON  S 
customers  have 
won  more  than 
£22,000 
in  Prizes  and 
Premiums  for 
SWEDES  only. 


For  the 
GARDEN 


SUTTON'S 

VEGETABLE 

SEEDS, 
SOTTON'S 

FLOWER 

SEEDS, 
SUTTON'S 

FLOWERING 

BULBS, 
etc.   .    .  . 


Illustrated  Catalogues 
Post  Free. 


SUTTON  &  SONS, 

The  King's  Seedsmen,  READING. 
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A.O.S. 


THE  REPORT 


OF  THE 


AGRICULTUBAL 
ORGANIZATION 
SOCIETY 

FOR  THE 

YEAR    ENDED    MARCH  31st, 

1915. 


PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


London: 

THE  STEPNEY  PRESS,  TRADE  UNION  PRINTERS, 
43  WHITE  HORSE  LANE,  E.  ^ 


WE  ERECT  AND  EQUIP: 
Pasteurizing,  Cleansinif  and  Cooling  Plants  for  treatment 
of  Milk  in  Town  or  Country. 

Our  One-piece  Milkcans  are  unrivalled. 

Suppliers  of  all  kinds  of  Dairy  Machinery. 


WRITE  CUB  DAIRY  ENGINEERING  DEPT,  FOR  LISTS,  CSSR 
EXPERTS'  ADVICE  IS  AT  YOUR  DISPOSAL  FREE. 


WE  RETURN  HIGHEST  PRICES  FOR 

BUTTER,  EGGS,  POULTRY, 

BEEF,  MUTTON,  PORK, 

AND  GENERAL  PRODUCE. 

Depots  and  Agencies  in  every  important  centre  in  Great  Britain. 

FULL  PARTICULARS  FROM 

Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd., 

nT  ^^T  TM  CENTRAL  OFFICES  AND  BANK, 
l^K'^-Jl^ll^f  151  T] 

T  OlSinOM  CENTRAL  MARKET  CHAMBERS, 
J-rV^lXl^V^i^^       8-14,  KING  STREET,  WEST 


THOMAS  STREET. 


Telegrams:  "PRODUCE.  DUBLIN." 

'  IREBAGR.  CENT.  LONDON. 


SMITHFIELD,  E  C. 

Telephones :  DUBLIN  14S2  and  Mec 
LONDON  CITY  580S 


THE   AGRICULTURAL  ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY. 


QUEEN  ANNE'S  CHAMBERS, 
TOTHILL  STREET, 

WESTMINSTER,  LONDON,  S.W. 


Witn      General  Secretary  s  Compliments. 


THE  REPORT 

OF  THE 

AGRICULTURAL 

ORGANIZATION 

SOCIETY 

FOR  THE 

YEAR    ENDED    MARCH  31st, 

1915. 

PRICE   ONE  SHILLING. 

London : 

THE  STEPNEY  PRESS,  TRADE  UNION  PRINTERS, 
43  WHITE  HORSE  LANE,  E. 
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AGRICULTURAL  ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY 

Founded  April,  1901— Reconstituted  September,  1912» 


Names  and  Addresses  of  Governors,  Members  of  Finance 
and  General    Purposes    Committee,  and    List   of  Sub- 
Committees,  with  Names  of  Members. 


THE  GOVERNORS 


tR.  A.  Yerburgh,  Esq.,  M.P.,  President  of  the  Society^  25,  Ken- 
sington Gore,  S.W. 

fS.  BosTOCK,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Goverjiors^  Lainston,  Win- 
chester. 

fW.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Esq.,    D.L.,    Vice- Chairman  of 
the  Governors^  Claugfhton  Hall,  Garstang-,  Lancashire. 
The   Right   Hon.    F.    D.    Acland,    M.P.,  5,  Cheyne  Place, 
Chelsea,  S.W. 

G.  N.  Barnes,  Esq.,  M.P.  (appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 

ture), 2,  Alderbrook  Road,  Balham,  S.W. 
Captain  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.,  Lydney  Park,  Gloucestershire. 
IThe  Lord  Boston,  LUgwy,  Moelfre,  Anglesey. 
tPhilip  Burtt,  Esq.,  Swarthmore,  St.  George's  Place,  York, 
tj.  S.  Corbett,  Esq.,  Estate  Office,  Corsham,  Wilts. 

H.  C.    Fairfax-Cholmeley,    Esq.,    31,    Montpelier  Crescent, 
Brighton. 

Geoffrey  F.  Hooper,  Esq.  (appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture), The  Croft,  Pershore. 
tJ.  P.  T.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Wheelton,  Chorley,  Lancashire. 
fH.JoNES-DAViES,  Esq., J. P., Glyneiddan,Nantgaredig,  Carmarthen. 
tD.  McInnes,  Esq.,  J. P.  (appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Union), 
Hamilton  Road,  Lincoln. 
Edward  Marsh,  Esq.,  Bradley  Hall,  Grappenhall,  Cheshire. 
E.    Merchant,    Esq.,   Derby   Co-operative  Provident  Society, 
Albert  Street,  Derby. 
tG.  H.  Roberts,  Esq.,  M.P.  (appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture), 6,  Buckingham  Street,  W.C. 
Christopher  Turnor,  Esq.,  Stoke  Rochford,  near  Grantham. 
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Brigadier-General  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K.C.V.O., 
St.  Giles,  Salisbury. 
IClement  Smith,  Esq.,  Walton  Hall,  Felixstowe. 
IThe  Lord  Strachie  (appointed  by  the  County  Councils  Associa- 
tion), 27,  Cadogan  Gardens,  S.W. 
Walter  West,  Esq.,  Evelyn  House,  Grove  Park,  Brislington, 
Bristol. 

tA.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  General  Secretary,  Co-operative  Union 
(appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Union),  Holyoake  House, 
Hanover  Street,  Manchester. 

fiMrs.  Roland  Wilkins,  14,  Aubrey  Walk,  Campden  Hill,  W. 
Colonel  Sir  Robert  Williams,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Bridehead,  Dor- 
chester. 

Rupert  Williams-Ellis,  Esq. ,  Glasfryn,  Chwilog,  Carnarvonshire, 
tj.  W.  Willis-Bund.  Esq.,  D.L.  (appointed  by  the  County  Coun- 
cils Association),  Shire  Hall,  Worcester. 

FINANCE  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  S.  Bostock  (Chairman),  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis-Bund  and  Mr. 
Clement  Smith  (Vice-Chairmen),  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P., 
Mr.  W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  The  Lord  Boston,  Mr.  Philip 
Burtt,  Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett,  Mr.  J.  P.  T.  Jackson,  Mr.  H.  Jones- 
Davies,  Mr.  D.  Mclnnes,  Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts,  The  Lord 
Strachie,  Mr.  A.  Whitehead,- and  Mrs.  Roland  Wilkins. 

SUB-COMMITTEES. 
Press  and  Intelligence, 
Mrs.    Roland   Wilkins  {Chairman),   xMr.  G.   N.   Barnes,  M.P., 
Mr.  W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,   Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts,  M.P., 
Mr.  R.  Williams-Ellis,  Mr.  Ian  Colvin.^ 

Small  Holdings,  Credit  and  Insurance,  Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Produce^ 
Mr.  J.  P.  T.  Jackson  {Chairman),  Mr.  Philip  Burtt,  Mr.  G.  F. 

Hooper,  Mr.  D.  Mclnnes,  Lord  Strachie,  Mr.  W.  West, 
•  Mr.  A.  Whitehead,   Mr.  J.  W.  Willis-Bund,  Mrs.  Roland 

Wilkins,  Mr.  J.  R.  Cahill,*  Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff,*  Mr.  H.  C. 

Fairfax-Cholmeley,*  Mr.  V.  A.  Malcomson.* 

Egg  and  Poultry,  Dairy  and  Wool,  and  Farm  Prcducc. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett  {Chairman),  Captain  C.  Bathurst,  M.P.,  Mr.  H. 
Jones-Davies,  Mr.  E.  Merchant,  Mr.  C.  Smith,  Lord  Strachie, 
Colonel  Sir  Robert  Williams,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  Bucklev,* 
Mr.  J.  R.  Nicoll,*  Mr.  E.  Warren.* 

t  Also  Member  of  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee- 
*  Co-opted  Member. 
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Branches,  Local  Authorities,  Legislation  and  Education. 
Lord  Boston  {Chairma?i),  Mr.  F.  D.  Acland,  M.P.,  Mr.  G.  N. 
Barnes,  M,P.,  Mr.  E.  Marsh,  Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts,  M.P.,  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis-Bund. 


Office  and  Accounts  Committee, 
Mrs.  Roland  Wilkins  [Chairman)^  Lord  Boston,  Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett, 
Mr.  J.  P.  T.  Jackson. 


Parliamentary  Committee. 
Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.  {^Chairman),  Mr.  F.  D.  Acland,  M.P., 
Mr.  G.  N.  Barnes,  M.P.,  Captain  C.  Bathurst,  M.P.,  Lord 
Boston,  Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts,  M.P.,  Lord  Shaftesbury,  Lord 
Strachie,  Colonel  Sir  Robert  Williams,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Mrs. 
Roland  Wilkins,  Mr.  J.  S.  Corbett,  Mr.  J.  P.  T.  Jackson. 

The  President,  the  Chairman  and  the  Vice-Chairman  are 
sx-officio  Members  of  all  Committees. 


General  Secretary  :  Mr.  J.  Nugent  Harris. 


Bankers  J 

The  Capital  and  Counties  Bank,  Victoria  Street  Branch, 
Westminster. 

Solicitors : 

Messrs.  Coward  &  Hawkesly,  Sons  &  Chance, 
30,  Mincing-  Lane,  E.C. 

Auditor : 
Mr.  H.  Holton  Sturges,  F.C.A. 

(Of  Messrs.  Harber,  Sturges  and  Fraser,  Chartered  Accountants;, 

I,  Guildhall  Chambers,  London,  E.C. 


Offices: 

-Queen  Anne's  Chambers,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster, 
London,  S.W. 


Vlll 


BRANCHES  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

NORTH  EASTERN  BRANCH. 

Temporary  Chairman:  Brigadier-General  The  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K  C.V.O. 

Offices:  Galtres  Chambers,  Coppergate,  York. 

SOUTHERN  BRANCH. 

Chairman:  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K. C.V.O. 
Vice-chairman:  S.  Bostock,  Esq. 
Offices:  13,  Canal,  Salisbury. 

NORTH  WALES  BRANCH. 
President :  The  Lord  Boston. 

Chairman:  Colonel  The  Hon.  R.  Stapleton-Cotton. 
Offices:  Cathedral  Buildings,  Bangor. 

NORTH  WESTERN  BRANCH. 

Chairman:  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Vice-chairman:  W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Esq.. 
Offices:  County  Chambers,  Fishergate,  Preston. 

SOUTH  WALES  BRANCH. 

Chairman:  W.  J.  Percy  Player,  Esq. ,  J. P. 
Offices:  40,  High  Street,  Brecon. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  COUNTIES  BRANCH. 


Organising  Secretary:  Mr.  H.  W.  Christie. 
Offices:  Castlehill,  Tonbridge. 
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The  Agricultural  Organization  Society. 


ITS  AIMS. 

The  Agricultural  Organization  Society  exists  for  the  purpose 
of  advocating  the  principles  of  co-operation  amongst  agriculturists, 
and  of  giving  advice  and  assistance  in  the  formation  and  organiza- 
tion of  properly  registered  Co-operative  Agricultural  Societies  in 
suitable  districts  throughout  England  and  Wales.  It  was  founded 
in  190 1. 

The  Agricultural  Organization  Society  does  no 
trade  and  makes  no  profit. 

For  many  years  it  was  supported  entirely  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions, but  now  in  addition  receives  grants  from  the  Development 
Fund  in  aid  of  its  work  in  the  general  development  of  agricultural 
co-operation  and  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in 
aid  of  the  promotion  of  co-operation  in  connection  with  small 
holdings  and  allotments. 

The  Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  formed  in  different 
localities  are  entirely  self-supporting  and  self-governed.  These 
Societies  become  affiliated  to  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society 
by  applying  for  membership  and  by  the  payment  of  a  small  sub- 
scription, which  entitles  them  to  many  benefits.  The  Societies 
have  the  whole  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  central 
society  at  their  disposal  ;  they  are  advised  in  matters  of  policy, 
are  helped  with  their  books  and  assisted  in  negotiations  with 
Government  Departments,  Railway  Companies,  etc.  In  addition, 
the  affiliated  societies  all  over  the  country  are  brought  into  contact 
with  one  another,  and  with  the  distributive  societies  of  the 
Industrial  Co-operative  Movement. 

It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  the  work  of  the  Society  is  of  a 
twofold  character  : — 

(1)  As  a  propagandist  body,  the  A.O.S.  seeks  to  spread  the 
co-operative  principle  and  assists  in  the  formation  of  fresh  societies. 

(2)  As  an  organising  body,  it  is  prepared  to  advise  and  assist 
the  societies  already  established  to  develop  their  work  and  in  any 
difficulties  with  which  they  may  from  time  to  time  be  faced. 
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These  Co-operative  Societies  may  have  one  or  mere  of  the 
following  objects  : — 

(1)  To  Purchase  for  their  members. 

Manures,  Seeds,  Feeding  Stuffs,  Implements,  etc.,  on  whole- 
sale terms  from  the  Manufacturers,  Importers,  or  Wholesale 
Merchants,  a  small  profit  being  charged  to  cover  management 
expenses. 

To  secure  the  purity  of  Feeding  Stuffs,  Seeds,  and  Manures, 
the  guarantees  for  which  are  often  misleading  or  insufficient  for 
the  information  of  the  purchaser.  Co-operative  Societies  are 
better  able  to  protect  their  members  in  their  purchases,  for  even 
when  the  proper  guarantees  are  given,  farmers,  as  individuals, 
rarely  have  analyses  made. 

(2)  To  secure  the  best  Market  for  the  sales  of  produce. 

(a)  By  organizing  the  milk  supply  on  a  co-operative  basis,  so 
that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  profits  may  be  secured  for  the 
farmers. 

(b)  By  establishing  Co-operative  Butter  and  Cheese  factories  in 
suitable  districts. 

(c)  By  establishing  Co-operative  Egg  and  Poultry  Depots  for 
sorting,  grading,  and  packing. 

(d)  By  grading  and  packing  fruit,  in  order  to  place  it  on  ihe 
market  in  a  fresh  and  attractive  condition. 

(e)  By  organizing  the  disposal  of  Wool,  so  that  sheep  breeders 
may  have  it  properly  classed  and  packed  and  so  secure  a  good  pi  ice 
from  the  Wool  merchants. 

(/)  By  organizing  co-operative  markets,  and  by  breaking 
down  the  rings  formed  against  the  producer. 

(g-)  By  reducing  the  cost  of  transport,  by  bulking  consign- 
ments, and  by  arranging  terms  with  railway  companies  and  carriers. 

(3)  To  hire  or  buy  Pedigree  Stallions,  Bulls,  and  Boars,  for  the  use  of 

their  members  at  reasonable  fees. 

(4)  To  arrange  for  all  kinds  of  Agricultural  Insurance. 

The  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society, 
Ltd.,  has  been  formed  to  enable  members  of  agricultural  co-opera- 
tive societies  to  secure  the  profits  on  their  own  insurance. 

In  addition  there  are  hundreds  of  small  and  successful  local 
insurance  societies  or  "clubs"  which  enable  their  members  to  insure 
economically  their  horses,  cows,  and  pigs  by  co-operating  with  one 
another. 
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(5)  To  acquire  land  and  sub-let  it  to  members  in  small  holdings  or 
allotments. 

Under  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1908,  local 
authorities  are  empowered  to  let  land  to  associations  "so  consti- 
tuted that  the  division  of  profits  amongst  the  members  is  prohibited 
or  restricted."  Many  societies  have  been  formed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  provision. 

6)  To  establish  Agricultural  Credit  Societies. 

The  need  of  cheap  credit  for  the  productive  purposes  of 
farmers,  small  cultivators,  allotment  holders,  and  the  labouring- 
classes  generally,  is  very  great.  Large  farmers  as  a  rule  can  obtain 
monetary  advances,  whereas  smaller  ones  are  often  unable  to  do 
so.  The  object  of  Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit  Societies 
(which  are  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies'  Act)  is  to 
enable  the  smaller  agriculturists,  by  combination,  to  borrow 
money  for  profitable  purposes. 


Where  it  is  desired  to  form  new  societies,  the  A.O.S.  will 
furnish  model  rules,  information,  advice,  and  expert  assistance. 

Arrangements  can  be  made  for  a  visit  by  an  A.O.S.  Organiser, 
either  to  meet  those  interested  and  talk  things  over  or  to  speak  at 
a  meeting.  No  charge  is  made  for  any  of  these  services,  and 
applications  should  be  addressed  to  the  General  Secretary,  Agri- 
cultural Organization  Society,  Queen  Anne's  Chambers,  Tothill 
Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Agricultural  Organization  Society, 

FOR  THE  TWELVE  MONTHS  ENDED  MARCH  31st,  1915. 


THE  present  report  covers  the  year  from  April   ist,  1914,  to 
March  31st,  1915,  being  the  fourteenth  since  the  formation 
of  the  Agricultural  Organization  Society  in  1901,  and  the 
third  since  its  reconstitution  in  191 2. 

(1)  Appointment  of  Governors. 

In  accordance  with  the  Articles  of  Association  of  the  A.O.S., 
under  which  the  Society  was  reconstituted  in  191 2  as  the  result  of 
the  Grant  made  to  the  Society  from  State  funds,  and  the  con- 
sequent increase  in  its  work,  the  Governing  Body  which  had  been 
temporarily  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Development  Commission,  retired  at  the  General  Meeting  which 
was  held  on  23rd  September,  1914,  and  a  new  Board  of  Governors 
took  its  place.  This  Board  was  to  be  composed  of  thirty-six 
members  chosen  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Elected  (including  the  President)         ...        ...  18 

{b)  Appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture          ...  12 

(c)  Appointed  by  the  County  Councils  Association  2 

(d)  Appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Union  ...        ...  2 

(e)  Co-opted  by  the  Governors        ...        ...        ...  2 

Total     ...       ...  36 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  nomination  and  voting  for  the  election 
of  Governors,  in  which  a  large  number  of  our  affiliated  societies 
took  part,  a  scheme  of  election  was  devised  by  which  each  society 
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should  only  nominate  or  exercise  a  vote  for  Governors  to  represent 
the  societies  in  the  group  to  which  they  belong. 

The  groups  and  representation  given  to  each  are  as  follows  : — 

I.  Trading    Societies    (including    Auction  Marts, 
Depots  for  Sale  of   Produce,  Milling  Societies 


and  Growers'  Associations)  ...        ...  ...  7 

2.  Development  Societies  and  Bacon  Factories  ...  4 

3.  Small  Holdings  Societies     ...  ...        ...  ...  3 

4.  Egg  and  Poultry  Societies   ...  ...        ...  ...  i 

5.  Credit  Societies         ...        ...  ...        ...  ...  i 

6.  Non-agricultural  Societies   ...  ...        ...  ...  i 
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For  the  election  of  the  President  all  members,  whether 
individual  subscribers  or  affiliated  societies,  are  entitled  to  vote. 
At  the  Annual  Meeting  Mr.  Yerburgh  was  again  unanimously 
elected  to  this  position. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  elected  and  nominated  Governors 
was  held  on  January  20th,  1915,  when  a  Finance  and  General 
Purposes  Committee  was  appointed,  and  also  sub-committees  for 
dealing  with  different  phases  of  the  Society's  work. 

The  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  consists  of  the 
following  : — 

The  President      ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

The  Chairman  of  the  Governors         ...        ...        ...  i 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Governors...        ...        ...  i 

The  Chairmen  of  four  of  the  appointed  Sub-committees  4 
Four  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governors  ...  4 
Governors  to  be  selected  by  the  Finance  and  General 

Purposes  Committee  ...        ...        ...        ...  4 

15 

These  Sub-Committees  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Press  and  Intelligence  Committee. 

2.  Small  Holdings,  Credit  and  Insurance,  Fruit  and  Market 
Garden  Produce  Committee. 

3.  Egg  and  Poultry,  Dairy  and  Wool,  and  Farm  Produce 
Committee. 

4.  Branches,  Local  Authorities,  Legislation  and  Education 
Committee. 

5.  Office  Committee. 

6.  Parliamentary  Committee 
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(2)  Members  Serving  with  H.M.  Forces. 

When  war  was  declared  in  August,  the  Society  temporarily  lost 
the  services  of  some  of  its  chief  supporters,  who  were  called  away 
on  military  or  other  duties,  as  was  also  the  case  with  our  affiliated 
societies.  Lists  of  those  serving  with  His  Majesty's  Forces  have 
been  published  from  time  to  time  in  the  A.O.S.  Journal  and  are 
re-published  in  Appendix  F,  but  unfortunately  where  such  large 
numbers  of  people  are  concerned  it  has  not  been  practicable  to 
make  the  record  quite  complete. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P., 
K.C.V.O.,  now  Brigadier-General,  retired  from  the  Chairmanship 
of  the  Governors,  Mr.  S.  Bostock,  of  The  Cottage,  Ringsworthy, 
Winchester,  being  appointed  in  his  place.  The  Society,  while 
deeply  regretting  the  loss  of  Lord  Shaftesbury's  valuable  services, 
fully  recognises  that  it  has  been  occasioned  by  the  same  regard  to 
national  claims  which  had  for  so  long  placed  these  services  so  fully 
and  generously  at  its  command. 

The  heroic  death  in  the  field  of  battle  of  Lieutenant  Nunneley, 
formerly  Secretary  of  the  North  Eastern  Branch,  is  referred  to 
upon  page  37. 

(3)  Financial  Position. 

The  Audited  Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Financial  Year 
ended  the  31st  March,  191 5,  together  with  a  Comparative  State- 
ment for  the  previous  year's  Income  and  Expenditure  will  be  found 
on  pages  64 — 67.  It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  an  increase  in  our 
subscriptions  and  contributions  from  our  affiliated  societies.  This 
is  very  gratifying,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  steady  increase  in 
our  voluntary  income  will  continue  as  the  demands  on  the  Society's 
income  in  connection  with  work  arising  out  of  the  National  crisis 
are  likely  to  be  very  heavy. 

During  the  year  under  review  Grants  have  been  received  from 
the  Development  and  Small  Holdings  Fund  amounting  to  ;^io, 000, 
and  there  is  a  surplus  balance  of  ;^i,7io  7s.  4d.  to  be  refunded  to 
His  Majesty's  Treasury. 

(4)  Position  of  the  Movement. 

The  total  number  of  agricultural  co-operative  societies  in 
England  and  Wales  on  December  31st,  1914,  was  573,  the  net 
increase  in  the  number  of  A.O.S.  affiliated  societies  as  compared, 
with    December  31st,   1913,  being  34.     Those  which  were  in 
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existence  on  December  31st,  1914,  may  be  classified  as  follows, 

according-  to  the  objects  of  their  work  : — 

Societies  for  the  Supply  of  Requirements  and  Sale 

of  Produce  ...        ...                 ...        ...        ...  227 

Dairy,  Bottled  Milk,  and  Cheesemaking-  Societies  ...  34 

Small  Holdings  add  Allotments  Societies     ...        ...  195 

Agricultural  Credit  Societies   ...        ...        ...        ...  58 

Egfg  and  Poultry  Societies      ...        ...        ...        ...  24 

Miscellaneous  Societies          ...        ...        ...        ...  29 

Insurance  Societies       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  3 

Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  ...        ...  i 

Agricultural  and   General  Co-operative  Insurance 

Society,  Ltd.         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Fisheries  Organization  Society         ...        ...        ...  i 

573 

For  fuller  statistics  see  Appendix  E. 

(5)  The  Agricultural  Co-operative  Movement  and 

the  War. 

The  outbreak  of  war  had  a  double  effect  which  was  imme- 
diately felt  in  the  agfricultural  co-operative  movement.  On  the 
one  hand  co-operative  enterprise  was  to  a  certain  extent  checked. 
Newly  established  societies,  or  societies  in  process  of  formation, 
felt  that,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  prices  and  the  dislocation 
of  trade,  the  moment  was  inopportune  for  undertaking  fresh 
business  transactions,  while  agriculturists  generally  were 
naturally  disinclined  to  embark  upon  any  new  and  untried 
ventures.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  those  societies  which  were 
in  an  established  position  offered  many  proofs  of  the  utility  of 
their  work,  and  the  g^eneral  public  was  impressed  with  the  advan- 
tages which  they  were  seen  to  afford.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  appeared  more  politic  for  the  A.O.S.  to  concentrate,  generally 
speaking,  on  the  development  of  the  work  of  existing  societies 
rather  than  to  press  forward  schemes  which  did  not  command 
full  support,  or  to  take  advantage  of  the  popular  enthusiasm  for 
co-operation,  which  has  been  aroused  by  the  war,  to  aid  in 
starting  any  hasty  enterprises  such  as  might  only  have  very 
precarious  chances  of  ultimate  success. 

(6)  The  A.O.S.  and  the  War. 

At  the  outset  it  was  decided  that  the  greatest  possibilities  of 
success  in  developing  the  work  of  the  movement  in  the  interests 
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of  the  country,  at  a  time  of  national  crisis,  lay  in  concentrating- 
the  efforts  of  agricultural  co-operators  in  three  main  directions. 
These  directions  were  as  follows  : — (i)  In  helping-  to  supply  the 
requirements  of  His  Majesty's  Forces.  (2)  In  endeavouring  to 
exercise  some  check  on  undue  rises  in  prices,  the  means  to  this 
end  appeared  to  lie  in  the  promotion  of  the  long  established 
policy  of  bringing  into  closer  relations  the  agricultural  and  in- 
dustrial movements,  thus  placing  consumers  and  producers,  in 
ever  increasing  numbers,  in  direct  touch  with  each  other.  (3)  In 
»  forwarding  the  attempt  to  establish  those  rural  industries  through 
which  alone  the  frequent  waste  of  surplus  produce  can  be  pre- 
vented, by  the  conversion  of  this  produce  into  less  perishable 
products.  The  measures  which  were  adopted  with  a  view  to 
these  three  purposes  are  detailed  in  the  succeeding  paragraphs. 

As,  however,  the  war  proceeded  fresh  questions  claimed 
attention.  The  need  for  measures  which  might  mitigate  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  shortage  of  labour,  and,  in  a  less 
degree,  from  the  dislocation  of  transport  facilities — these  and 
other  questions,  which  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
increase  of  our  home  food  supplies,  called  for  the  formulation  of  a 
policy  such  as  might  enable  organised  farmers  to  aid  in  the  speedy 
and  effective  solution  of  such  problems,  and  in  the  consequent 
development  of  the  agricultural  industry  on  the  lines  most  likely 
to  conduce  to  the  national  prosperity.  These  further  points  are 
also  dealt  with  in  subsequent  paragraphs,  and  additional  infor- 
mation on  the  various  questions  involved  will  be  found  in  the 
sections  which  treat  of  the  work  of  agricultural  co-operative 
societies  and  in  the  reports  of  the  A.O.S.  Branches. 

(7)  Food  Supplies  Committee. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  first  days  of  the  war  a 
sudden  rise  in  prices  took  place.  The  industrial  co-operative 
societies  rendered  a  great  service  to  the  country  in  helping  to 
steady  prices  and  preventing  a  much  higher  rise,  such  as  might 
otherwise  have  taken  place.  The  agricultural  co-operative 
societies,  on  their  side,  showed  a  widespread  desire  to  assist 
towards  the  same  end.  Many  of  the  societies  affiliated  to  the 
I  A.O.S.  supply  produce  to   co-operative   stores,    and  instances 

occurred  where  private  dealers  offered  inflated  prices  at  the 
beginning  of  August  with  a  view  to  diverting  their  custom  from 
the  stores  which  had  previously  taken  their  goods,  but  without 
success,  the  societies  preferring  to  forego  the  opportunity  for 
exceptional  profits  in  the  interests  of  their  previous  customers  and 
of  the  public  generally.  It  thus  became  evident  that  if  organi- 
zation on  both  sides  had  been  more  extended,  so  that  the  stores 


could  have  drawn  from  organized  sources  the  bulk  of  those 
supplies  which  can  be  produced  at  home,  the  steadying  effect  upon 
prices  would  have  been  still  more  marked.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  A.O.S.  felt  it  desirable  to  establish  a  Joint  Committee 
to  consider  those  questions,  in  connection  with  the  national  food 
supplies,  which  concern  more  directly  the  agricultural  co-operative 
movement.  This  Committee,  which  is  representative  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board,  the  Co- 
operative Women's  Guild,  and  the  A.O.S.,  has  attempted 
to  forward  intertrading  relations  between  industrial  and  agri- 
cultural societies,  and  its  work  in  this  direction  has  not  been 
without  result.  As,  however,  contrary  to  the  expectations  that 
obtained  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  high  prices  of  the  first 
few  weeks  subsequently  dropped  again  to  nearer  the  normal  level, 
it  was  proposed  to  disband  the  committee.  But  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  situation  had  again  changed  and  it  had  become  clear  that 
a  steady  rise  in  prices  in  certain  directions  might  be  anticipated, 
extending  perhaps  over  a  considerable  period.  The  Governors 
therefore,  at  their  meeting  on  February  24th,  1915,  decided  to  keep 
the  committee  in  being. 

(8)  Supplies  of  Produce  for  His  Majesty's  Forces. 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  in  the  early  days  of  August,  19 14, 
the  Society  was  at  once  faced  with  the  problems  of  the  National 
Food  Supply.  At  the  time  it  seemed  likely  that  the  considerable 
rise  in  prices  which  had  taken  place  might  be  maintained,  and 
accordingly,  on  August  8th,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all 
affiliated  trading  societies  pointing  out  the  necessity  for  the  main- 
tenance of  regular  food  supplies  for  the  civil  population  and  of  the 
need  for  preventing  such  speculative  buying  as  would  be  likely  to 
inflate  prices  unduly.  The  societies  were  also  asked  to  ascertain 
at  once  from  their  members  the  amount  of  produce  of  various 
kinds  they  would  dispose  of  through  their  society,  and  to  return 
the  information  to  the  A.O.S.  with  a  view  to  the  disposal  of  this 
produce  through  the  Industrial  Co-operative  Movement.  The 
societies  concerned  willingly  fell  in  with  the  proposed  scheme  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  information  was  obtained.  As  time  went  on, 
however,  it  was  seen  that  the  centres  of  population  had  little  difficulty 
in  obtaining  supplies  and  that  prices  generally  did  not  remain  at  the 
high  level  which  they  reached  in  many  localities  during  the  first 
fortnight  of  the  war.  On  the  other  hand  the  provisions  needed 
for  the  naval  and  military  forces  called  for  attention,  and  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board  held  on 
August  14th  to  consider  the  matter,  a  resolution  was  passed  asking 
the  A.O.S.  to  approach  the  War  Office  with  a  view  to  arranging 
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for  the  direct  supply  of  produce  to  the  troops.  Accordingly  on 
the  gth  September  a  conference  took  place  between  representatives 
of  the  Board,  the  A.O.S.  and  the  War  Office,  when  it  was  decided 
that  societies  should  be  put  into  touch  with  the  Base  Supply 
Depots.  This  was  done,  and  in  several  instances  a  considerable 
amount  of  produce  was  supplied  by  societies. 

When  the  County  Committee  scheme  was  brought  into  exis- 
tence the  A.O.S.  was  advised  to  bring  its  local  affiliated  societies 
into  touch  with  the  Committees.  This  has  been  done  in  those 
counties  where  committees  are  established,  and  in  this  way  the 
organized  farmers  have  been  put  in  direct  touch  with  the  military 
purchasing  authorities. 

(9)  Development  of  Rural  Industries. 

At  the  time  the  war  broke  out  the  fruit  and  vegetable  crop  of 
this  country  was  very  abundant,  and  there  was  every  prospect  of 
considerable  waste  owing  to  lack  of  marketing  facilities.  The  A.O.S. 
judged  it  the  moment  for  the  development  of  the  industries  of  fruit- 
bottling  and  preserving,  and  of  fruit  and  vegetable  drying,  as  this 
country  had  hitherto  been  largely  dependent  on  Germany  for  her 
supplies  of  the  products  of  these  industries.  Their  development 
would  mean  likewise  the  opening  up  of  a  new  source  of  employment 
for  women.  The  A.O.S.  at  once  got  into  touch  with  the  members  of 
the  Cabinet  Committee  directly  concerned  with  questions  of  relief 
and  unemployment,  and  a  Conference  was  arranged  at  which 
representative  growers  and  representatives  of  Agricultural  Colleges, 
A.O.S.  affiliated  societies,  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Development  Commission  were  present.  The  outcome  of  this 
Conference  was  the  formation  of  a  small  committee  to  inaugurate 
experiments  in  fruit  bottling,  and  fruit  and  vegetable  drying,  the 
Development  Commission  promising  financial  assistance.  These 
experiments  are  being  carried  out  at  Dunnington  Heath  and  at 
Wye  College.  According  to  a  recent  report  there  is  reason 
to  believe  the  result  w'lW  show  that  the  industries  in  question  could 
be  developed  on  satisfactory  and  profitable  lines  and  that  oppor- 
tunities may  be  opened  up  for  the  establishment  of  co-operative 
societies  in  this  connection. 

The  war  is  also  likely  to  accentuate  a  tendency  amongst 
agriculturists,  which  was  already  noticeable  in  previous  years, 
in  the  direction  of  promoting  those  industries  subsidiary  to 
agriculture  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  their  own  industry 
largely  depends.  For  instance,  the  prices  of  chip  baskets  for  small 
fruits,  and  of  willow  baskets  for  heavier  fruits  and  market  garden 
produce,  has  been  gradually  and  steadily  increasing  for  a  pro- 
longed period,  and  is  now  likely  to  increase  still  further,  for  the 
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wood  which  is  required  for  the  manufacture  ot  chip  baskets  was 
imported  larg-ely  from  the  Baltic  ports,  while  large  quantities  of 
willow  baskets  come  from  Holland  and  Belgium.  The  success  of 
the  Swanwick  Basket  Factory,  Ltd.  — the  first  enterprise  of  this 
kind  undertaken  by  one  of  our  affiliated  societies — has  encouraged 
growers  in  other  parts  of  the  country  to  contemplate  similar 
developments,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  A.O.S.,  an  affiliated 
society  in  a  strawberry  growing  district  in  Kent  has  been  making 
arrangements  for  promoting  amongst  its  members  the  manu- 
facture in  their  own  homes  of  the  baskets  they  require. 

The  development  of  such  industries  as  those  mentioned  above 
would  also  stimulate  the  development  of  other  inter-related 
branches  of  work.  To  mention  one  point  only,  if  more  baskets 
were  made  in  this  country,  attention  would  be  naturally  directed 
to  the  possibility  of  obtaining  at  home  a  larger  proportion  of 
the  supplies  of  wood  which  would  be  required.  The  Swanwick 
Factory  has  been  using  English  poplar  since  its  supplies  of 
Russian  aspen  were  cut  off  and  has  found  that  this  wood  answers 
its  requirements  satisfactorily.  It  would  serve  a  very  useful 
purpose  if  it  were  possible  for  some  of  our  affiliated  societies  to  be 
encouraged  to  interest  themselves  in  the  growing  of  osiers  for  the 
manufacture  of  willow  baskets. 

(10)  Shortage  of  Labour. 

The  ever  growing  shortage  of  agricultural  labour,  which  for 
years  past  has  been  a  matter  of  serious  concern  to  all  students  of 
rural  problems,  became  a  question  of  overwhelming  importance 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  It  was  imperative  to  increase  the 
agricultural  output,  but  the  question  how  this  object  could  be 
effected  in  spite  of  a  rapidly  diminishing  labour  supply,  presented 
an  extremely  difficult  problem.  In  this  connection  it  should  be 
remembered  that  not  only  have  a  large  number  of  men  joined  His 
Majesty's  Forces,  but  that  others,  who  were  over  the  military  age, 
were  attracted  by  high  wages  and  left  the  land  to  take  up  work  in 
the  large  manufacturing  towns. 

The  A.O.S.  has  considered  the  question  under  three  aspects, 
firstly,  the  possibility  of  organizing  the  existing  available  supply 
of  male  labour  ;  secondly,  the  possibility  of  utilising  the  services 
of  the  many  untrained  women  who  offered  their  services  in  the 
country's  emergency ;  and  thirdly,  the  possibility  of  using  machinery 
to  reduce  the  number  of  manual  workers  required.  Whilst  work- 
ing, as  regards  the  first  two  items,  in  cordial  co-operation  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  the  Board  of  Trade  Labour  Exchanges,  and 
the  Central  (Unemployed)  Body  for  London,  it  will  be  recognised 
that  the  A.O.S.  can  best  give  assistance  in  regard  to  the  third 
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mentioned  method  of  relieving  the  shortage  of  labour.  It  is  only 
by  the  adoption  of  co-operative  methods  that  the  smaller  farmers, 
small  holders,  etc.,  can  hope  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  using 
expensive  machinery,  and  it  is  not  impossible  even  for  the  larger 
farmers  to  derive  advantage  from  similar  methods.  Even  before 
the  war  this  had  been  realised,  and  several  of  our  affiliated  socie- 
ties make  the  co-operative  ownership  of  implements  one  branch  of 
their  work, 

A  letter  of  the  General  Secretary  to  the  Press  on  this  subject 
aroused  much  interest  and  led  to  many  inquiries  thereon. 

One  society,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  has  already  been  formed  and 
has  purchased  a  steam  plough  for  the  use  of  its  members  and  pro- 
poses in  the  future  to  acquire  further  implements  for  other  agricul- 
tural operations,  whilst  two  other  of  the  affiliated  societies  have 
decided  to  purchase  motor  ploughs  for  the  use  of  their  members, 
and  others  are  contemplating  the  advisability  of  providing  similar 
machinery. 

On  the  24th  of  March  an  important  conference,  called  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  was  held  at  the  House  of  Commons,  at 
which  the  A.O.S.  was  represented  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Bostock, 
and  at  which  the  feeling  was  expressed  that  much  might  be  done 
to  mitigate  the  labour  difficulty  by  the  greater  use  of  machinery. 

In  this  connection  a  recent  development  in  Hampshire  is  ot 
much  importance.  A  very  representative  committee  of  farmers  and 
land  agents  has  been  formed  to  consider  the  question  of  labour- 
saving  machinery  in  that  county.  It  was  decided  to  approach  the 
Hants  County  Council  in  the  matter.  That  body  is  giving  the 
project  its  most  cordial  support,  and  an  interesting  joint  scheme  is 
being  drawn  up  bringing  the  value  of  labour-saving  machinery 
under  the  notice  of  those  connected  with  the  land. 

The  A.O.S.  is,  of  course,  ready  to  give  any  practical  help 
possible. 

(11)  Difficulties  of  Transit. 

The  claims  of  the  Government  upon  the  transit  services  of  the 
country  after  the  outbreak  of  war  quickly  brought  about  a  most 
serious  congestion  in  the  transport  of  goods. 

This  occasioned  no  small  difficulty  to  agricultural  co-operative 
societies.  Not  only  were  their  members  much  inconvenienced  in 
obtaining  supplies  of  food  stuffs,  seeds,  corn,  and  manures,  etc. ,  at  a 
time  when  the  national  needs  made  it  imperative  that  they  should 
receive  them  with  the  utmost  promptness  if  they  were  to  carry  out 
efficiently  their  farming  operations,  but  these  delays  in  many 
instances  seriously  affected  the  finances  of  the  societies,  large 
quantities  of  requirements  having  to  be  bought  for  cash,  where 
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quick  delivery  was  essential,  to  take  the  place  of  those  detained 
on  ship,  barg-e,  or  rail. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  organization  of  the 
farmers  in  the  co-operative  movement  placed  them  in  a  far  better 
position  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case,  to  cope  with  the 
problems  with  which  they  were  confronted,  to  minimise  their  losses 
and  to  readjust  their  business. 

The  A.O.S.  gfave  close  attention  to  the  questions  involved, 
and  it  is  great  testimony  to  the  sound  position  of  the  agricultural 
co-operative  movement  and  the  ability  which  characterises  in 
general  the  management  of  the  societies,  that  the  difficulties 
mentioned  have  been  lessened  to  a  considerable  extent,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  societies  which  possess  warehouse  accommodation. 

(12)  Increase  in  Home  Food  Supplies. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  subjects  which  have  been  treated  in 
the  preceding  sections  have  all  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  question 
of  the  increase  of  our  home  food  supplies,  for  it  is  only  when 
additional  production  can  be  made  to  pay  that  additional  pro- 
duction can,  and  will  be,  undertaken.  Organization  has  there- 
fore a  very  .important  bearing  upon  the  increase  of  our  home  food 
supplies  and  for  this  reason  the  subject  has  been  much  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Society  since  the  very  outset  of  its  work.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  war,  however,  the  question  which  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  general  public  was  not  so  much  the  develop- 
ment of  market  supplies  as  the  additional  production  of  vegetables 
for  consumption  in  the  homes  of  the  producers^  Organization 
would  enable  those  who  wish  to  continue  such  additional  culti- 
vation to  procure  their  seeds  and  other  requirements  to  the  best 
advantage.  But  the  chief  concern  of  the  Society  lies  in  endeavour- 
ing to  place  those  who  produce  foodstuffs  for  the  market  in  such 
a  position  that  they  may  find  an  extension  of  production  sufficiently 
remunerative  to  enable  them  to  undertake  and  continue  it.  Under 
present  circumstances,  producers  are  naturally  loathe  to  embark 
upon  new  and  costly  experiments  with  a  view  of  increasing  their 
produce  unless  they  can  feel  a  reasonable  assurance  that  this 
produce  will  find  a  sale  when  once  more  subjected  to  the  same 
competition  as  that  which  preceded  the  war.  At  the  very  time  last 
year  when  the  increased  production  of  market  garden  produce  was 
being  urged,  gluts  were  occurring  on  some  of  our  principal 
markets  which  occasioned  heavy  financial  losses,  and  even  in  some 
cases,  serious  pecuniary  embarrassment  to  small  producers.  This  de- 
monstrated the  risks  under  which  alone  increased  production  could 
take  place.  Larger  farmers,  also,  who  .are  in  many  instances 
severely  handicapped  by  the  enhanced  cost  of  feeding  stuffs  and  fer- 
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tilisers,  and  the  means  of  production  generally,  find  themselves  in  a 
somewhat  precarious  position,  and  the  present  high  prices  and  the 
high  rate  of  interest  make  it  easier  for  them  to  find  an  immediate 
advantage  in  actually  decreasing  their  stock,  than  to  sink  their 
money  in  directions  which  may  not  prove  permanently  remuner- 
ative. It  has  thus  become  of  the  first  importance  that  attention 
should  be  more  generally  directed  to  organization  as  to  the  only 
means  by  which  large  quantities  of  additional  produce  can  be 
placed  on  the  market  with  a  fair  chance  of  adequate  remuneration. 
Granted  organization  also,  with  all  the  economies  in  production 
and  in  distribution  which  it  postulates,  this  remuneration  would 
be  obtained  compatibly  with  lowered  prices  to  the  consumer. 
The  Society,  therefore,  through  the  Press,  and  by  every  means 
which  presented  itself,  has  endeavoured  to  bring  home  this  point 
of  view  to  the  public  in  the  hope  that  a  wider  extension  of  co- 
operation may  be  the  means  of  permanently  lifting  production  to  a 
higher  level,  and  developing  our  home  resources  in  the  interests  of 
both  our  city  populations  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  countryside. 

(13)  Sugar  Beet. 

We  have  not  so  far  been  approached  in  regard  to  the  organi- 
zation of  co-operative  societies  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
development  of  the  sugar  beet  industry,  although  we  have 
received  numerous  inquiries  upon  the  subject. 

(14)  A.O.S.  Branches, 

In  view  of  the  new  conditions  created  by  the  war,  the 
Governors  have  felt  it  necessary  to  push  forward  their  policy  of 
working  through  Branches.  It  is  only  by  means  of  this  system 
that  the  work  of  the  Society  can  be  sufficiently  localised,  that  the 
Head  Office  can  be  kept  in  close  touch  with  societies  in  distant 
parts  of  the  country,  and  that  the  services  of  its  organizers  can  be 
utilised  to  the  best  advantage.  The  problem  which  is  always  be- 
fore the  Governors  is  how  to  make  the  expert  knowledge,  which  is 
focussed  at  headquarters,  most  readily  and  profitably  available  for 
agriculturists  all  over  the  Kingdom,  and  it  is  obvious  that  at  a 
time  when  agricultural  conditions  are  rapidly  changing,  it  becomes 
more  important  than  ever  to  unify  the  movement  in  such  a  way 
that  there  should  be  no  agriculturist,  however  humble  or  however 
remotely  situated,  who  may  not  be  able  to  draw  profit  from  the 
experience  of  the  movement  as  a  whole,  and  to  link  his  efforts 
with  those  of  his  fellows  all  over  the  kingdom  in  order  to  adjust 
his  industry  to  new  demands  and  to  develop  it  upon  the  best  lines 
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in  the  general  interests  of  the  nation.  Yet  obviously  it  would  be 
only  advisable  to  start  a  Branch  when  sufficient  local  support  was 
forthcoming  ;  and  previously  to  the  war,  it  was  held  that,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  an  income  of  ;^300  guaranteed  for  three 
years  raised  locally  from  voluntary  sources  justified  the  step. 
Now,  however,  in  view  both  of  the  increased  need  for  the  work 
and  the  increased  difficulty  in  raising  voluntary  funds,  the 
Governors  feel  it  desirable  to  relax  their  requirements  and  to  be 
prepared  to  start  Branches  upon  a  cheaper  footing  and  less 
efficiently  equipped  than,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  they  would 
consider  desirable.  It  seems  to  them  better  that  the  work  should 
be  attempted,  even  in  the  face  of  great  obstacles,  than  that  the 
possibilities  it  offers  should  be  disregarded. 

Two  new  Branches  have  therefore  already  been  brought  into 
existence,  one  for  South  Wales,  and  another  for  Kent,  Surrey,  and 
Sussex. 

The  extention  of  the  policy  of  working  through  Branches  has 
necessitated  some  modification  of  the  work  at  headquarters  in 
order  that  the  services  of  expert  organisers,  who  at  present  act  as 
heads  of  departments  at  headquarters,  may  be  more  freely  available 
outside  for  supervising  their  respective  branches  of  work  as  carried 
out  by  the  organising  staff  attached  to  the  Branches. 

(15)  Societies  for  the  Purchase  of  Agricultural 
Requirements. 

We  turn  now  to  a  more  particularised  view  of  the  progress  of 
co-operation  in  its  various  branches. 

Societies  which  have  as  their  principal  object  to  supply  their 
members  with  the  various  requisites  of  farmers,  continue  to 
represent  the  most  important  branch  of  agricultural  co-operation 
in  the  country  so  far  as  the  number  of  societies  is  concerned  and 
the  volume  of  the  business  they  transact.  On  December  31st, 
1914,  there  were  227  of  these  societies. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report,  figures  were  given  for  a  number  ot 
societies  to  show  the  progress  which  had  been  made  over  a  period 
of  four  years.  It  is  perhaps  sufficient  on  this  occasion  to  say  that 
this  progress  has  been,  generally  speaking,  fully  maintained  ;  and, 
instead  of  singling  out  individual  societies  by  name  for  special 
mention,  we  will  allow  the  statistics  in  the  appendix  at  the  end  of 
this  report  to  speak  for  themselves.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
societies  in  this  group  vary  very  greatly  in  regard  to  the  amount 
of  their  business,  and  there  is  often  a  considerable  amount  of 
divergence  in  other  respects.  On  the  one  hand  there  are  societies 
covering  several  counties  and  with  annual  sales  amounting  to 
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hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  in  value,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  small  local  societies  serving  a  single  colony  of  small 
holders,  while  between  these  extremes  there  are  many  inter- 
mediate stages.  It  has  often  been  insisted,  however,  and  the 
statement  will  bear  repetition,  that  the  success  of  a  society  and  its 
value  to  its  members  are  not  to  be  measured  by  the  size  of  its 
turnover  nor  by  the  area  of  its  operations.  On  the  contrary  those 
societies  are  often  the  most  useful,  as  well  as  being  the  most  truly 
co-operative,  which  are  content  to  confine  themselves  to  a  limited 
area,  and  then  endeavour  to  enrol  as  members  the  highest  possible 
proportion  of  individual  farmers  in  that  area.  There  is  in  many 
cases  a  marked  tendency,  and  a  tendency  which  is  very  gratifying, 
for  societies  which  started  in  quite  a  small  way  to  develop  into 
large  and  powerful  concerns,  not  so  much  by  enlarging  their  area, 
but  by  developing  their  business  inside  that  area.  The  Governors 
also  believe  that  a  number  of  trading  societies,  which  are  at 
present  struggling  for  existence  and  are  very  much  restricted  in 
their  work,  could  throw  off  these  restrictions  and  quickly  place 
themselves  in  a  sound  position  and  greatly  increase  their  utility  to 
their  members  if  they  could  take  the  important  step  of  appointing 
a  competent  whole-time  manager.  This  is  no  reflection  on  the  many 
secretaries  who  at  present  carry  on  the  work  of  management  in 
an  entirely  honorary  capacity,  or  for  a  small  remuneration  which, 
more  often  than  not,  is  quite  inadequate,  if  the  amount  of  time 
and  trouble  is  considered,  which  they  devote  to  the  cause  in  which 
they  believe.  The  Co-operative  Movement  in  this  country 
owes  a  debt  which  will  never  be  fully  realised  to  the  devotion 
of  such  men  as  these.  They  have  acted  splendidly  in  under- 
taking the  business  part  of  their  society's  work,  and  in  the 
case  of  societies  yet  to  be  established,  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
that  such  men  will  continue  to  be  forthcoming.  A  time  does  come, 
however,  in  the  history  of  a  society,  which  was  content  to  begin 
with  a  voluntary  or  part-time  secretary,  when,  if  it  is  to  make 
further  progress  and  to  be  of  full  value  to  the  farmers  of  the 
district,  the  committee  must  consider  the  appointment  of  an  ex- 
perienced person  who  can  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  its  business. 

Trading  Societies  and  the  Effects  of  the  War. 

Up  to  the  time  when  war  broke  out,  the  progress  of  agri- 
cultural trading  societies  was  as  rapid  as  in  previous  years,  both 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  societies  formed  and  in  regard  to  the 
general  development  of  this  branch  of  the  movement.  But  one 
of  the  first  results  of  the  war  has  been  to  check  the  formation  of 
fresh  societies.  It  must  not  be  inferred  that  their  formation  has 
ceased,  but  it  has  been  somewhat  retarded.    There  is  on  the  part 


of  farmers  and  small  holders  a  disposition — which  indeed  has 
manifested  itself  in  city  and  country  alike,  and  which  can  readily 
be  understood — to  be  extremely  chary  of  embarking  on  any  fresh 
business  undertakings,  or  of  subscribing  capital  for  new  ventures 
until  such  times  as  more  settled  conditions  shall  prevail.  Some- 
what similar  remarks  apply  also  to  a  certain  number  of  societies 
which  were  registered  in  the  period  preceding  the  outbreak  of  war, 
and  which  as  a  result  of  the  war  have  not  taken  up  any  very 
active  work. 

But  while  there  has  been  a  certain  falling  off  in  the 
establishment  of  new  societies,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
state  that  reports  which  have  been  received  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  show  clearly  that  in  the  case  of  well  established 
societies,  a  considerable  increase  in  membership  has  taken  place, 
which  in  many  instances  can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  results 
brought  about  by  the  war.  Farmers  who  were  previously 
indifferent  to  co-operation,  realised  that  direct  monetary  advan- 
tages were  to  be  derived  by  joining  the  co-operative  society  in 
their  district.  From  a  wider  standpoint,  new  members  have  been 
attracted  by  the  undeniable  value  of  the  work  of  the  societies  in 
helping  to  steady  prices  and  to  keep  them  within  reasonable 
bounds  at  a  time  when  speculation  was  rife  and  the  national 
emergency  was  too  often  made  subservient  to  private  gain. 

The  work  which  our  affiliated  societies  have  attempted  in 
supplying  produce  for  His  Majesty's  Forces  is  mentioned  under 
Section  8,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  it  is  more  especially  the 
purchasing  societies  who  have  interested  themselves  in  this 
question. 

It  is  possible  to  sum  up  the  work  in  this  section  by  saying 
that  during  the  war  period  the  work  of  the  A.O.S.  has  been 
devoted  more  particularly  to  consolidation  as  a  result  of  the 
prevailing  conditions.  It  must  not  by  any  means  be  inferred, 
however,  that  the  formation  of  new  societies  has  ceased. 

(16)  Societies  for  the  Disposal  of  Fruit  and  Market 
Garden  Produce. 

Co-operation  amongst  fruit  growers  and  market  gardeners 
continues  to  progress  ;  an  ever  increasing  area  of  land  is  being 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit  and  market  garden  produce, 
and  with  the  extension  of  the  industry  it  is  becoming  more  and 
more  necessary  for  modern  methods  of  marketing  to  be  adopted. 
These  methods,  which  have  been  developed  in  other  countries  by 
co-operative  organizations,  have  been  proved  in  practice  to  bring 
great  benefits  to  both  producers  and  consumers,  and  in  our  own 
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country  the  associations  that  have  already  been  established  in  this 
branch  of  the  agricultural  industry  have  been  able  to  overcome 
many  difficulties  which,  for  individual  growers,  seemed  insuperable. 
Such  societies  are  not  all  of  one  type.  Markets  have  to  be  found 
for  a  great  variety  of  produce,  and  the  methods  adopted  are  deter- 
mined by  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  industry  in  each  particu- 
lar district,  and  by  the  practices  which  have  grown  up  around  it. 

Broadly  speaking,  however,  there  are  certain  needs  which  are 
practically  universal  and  which  can  only  be  met  by  co-operation. 
The  different  markets  of  the  Kingdom  vary  so  greatly  in  their  re- 
quirements and  in  their  local  customs  that  growers  have  to  be 
possessed  of  an  intimate  and  extensive  knowledge  in  regard  to 
these  points  if  they  are  to  dispose  of  their  produce  to  the  fullest 
advantage,  and  co-operation,  properly  applied,  can  be  of  the 
greatest  assistance,  especially  to  small  growers,  in  placing  at  their 
command  the  information  which  is  so  indispensable  to  them  but 
which  is  often  so  difficult  for  them  to  acquire  by  their  individual 
efforts.  Again,  it  is  only  by  co-operation  that  the  market  supplies 
can  be  so  regulated  that  gluts  may  be  avoided.  It  is  not  always 
realised  how  disadvantageous  gluts  may  prove  not  merely  to  pro- 
ducers but  also  to  consumers.  If  markets  are  overstocked  prices 
fall  to  such  an  extent  that  the  producers  may  fail  to  receive  prices 
sufficient  to  recoup  them  for  the  cost  of  production  ;  this  inevitably 
means  that  they  stop  sending  consignments  and,  in  consequence, 
consumers  have  often  to  pay  inflated  prices  until  the  market  re- 
gains its  normal  position.  It  should,  however,  be  the  aim  of  every 
co-operative  society  to  send  forward,  on  behalf  of  its  members, 
regular  consignments  of  uniform  quality  adjusted  to  the  demands 
of  the  market.  It  is  also  only  by  working  together  that  growers 
can  meet  successfully  the  combinations  of  capital  with  which  their 
business  is  met,  at  every  stage  between  the  time  when  their  pro- 
duce leaves  the  orchard  or  garden  and  the  time  when  it  reaches 
the  hands  of  the  consumer. 

Considerations  of  space  prevent  detailed  reference  to  the 
useful  work  which  is  being  carried  on  by  our  affiliated  societies 
in  the  Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Industry,  but  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  during  the  past  year  new  societies  have  been  registered 
at  Bere  Ferrers  (Devon),  Glynde  (Sussex),  Hartley  (Kent),  Kendal 
(Westmorland),  Leeds  (Yorks),  Mickleton  (Glos.),  Nursling 
(Hants.),  Penzance  (Cornwall),  Calstock  (Cornwall)  and  Wellow 
(Hants.). 

The  Central  Intelligence  Bureau,  which  was  formed  by  the 
A.O.S.  to  provide  its  affiliated  societies  with  information  as  to 
prices  ruling  in  the  various  markets  during  the  wet  fruit  season, 
has  been  of  considerable  assistance  to  many  societies  during  the 
period  under  review.     In  some  cases,  the  result  of  its  work  has 
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been  that  largely  increased  prices  were  obtained  for  produce  sold. 
It  is  hoped  to  develop  the  work  of  the  Bureau  considerably  during 
the  coming  season  and  to  obtain  information  from  nearly  all  the 
principal  markets.  In  view  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 
facilities  which  the  Bureau  places  at  the  command  of  the  societies, 
it  is  anticipated  that  they  will  avail  themselves,  in  increasing 
numbers,  of  its  services. 

In  a  general  review  of  the  present  position  it  should  be  noted 
that  a  question  which  is  demanding  more  and  more  attention 
is  the  desirability  of  a  standardisation  of  packages,  of  weights 
and  measures,  and,  generally  speaking,  of  all  methods  of 
sale.  With  this  end  in  view,  it  would  appear  desirable  to  consider 
whether  societies  which  are  formed  for  the  disposal  of  fruit  and 
market  garden  produce  should  not  have  some  provision  in  their 
bye-laws  giving  the  society  an  exclusive  right  to  perform  as  many 
of  the  operations  connected  with  the  preparation  of  produce  for  the 
market,  and  its  despatch,  as  it  may  decide  to  undertake,  or  the 
right  to  supervise  or  regulate  these  operations  under  rules  drawn 
up  by  the  Association.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  there 
should  be  a  compulsory  contract  under  which  members  would  be 
obliged  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  their  produce,  or  at  any  rate 
the  whole  of  their  first  grade  produce,  through  their  society. 
Nearly  all  the  co-operative  organizations  on  the  continent,  which 
have  been  so  successful,  have  compulsory  contracts  with  their 
members,  and  in  the  near  future  the  question  will  have  to  be  faced, 
whether  the  organizations  in  this  country  would  not  be  well  advised 
to  adopt  a  similar  policy. 

(17)  Dairy  Societies. 

The  following  societies  which  had  already  been  registered, 
commenced  operations  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  : — 
Brailsford  and  District  Dairy  Farmers'  Association. 
Colston  Bassett  and  District  Dairy  Society. 
Earl  Sterndale  Dairy  Association. 
The  Gratton  Dairy  Society  (unregistered),  which  was  founded 
many  years  ago,  is  considering  registration  and  affiliation  with  the 
A.O.S. 

Organization  work  in  connection  with  various  new  develop- 
ments, has  been  undertaken  in  North  Yorkshire,  Durham,  Kent, 
Surrev,  Glamorgan,  Buckinghamshire,  Sussex,  Derby,  and 
Warwickshire. 

Many  of  the  dairy  societies  have  done  much  to  improve  their 
position  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  to  having  become  more 
firmly  established  have  gained  a  large  amount  of  experience  which 
should  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  them  in  the  future. 

Several  leaflets  have  been  prepared  by  the  A.O.S.  containing 
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information  calculated  to  be  of  use  to  Secretaries,  Managers,  and 
Committees,  and  describing  the  best  methods  to  be  adopted  both 
in  forming  new  societies  and  in  conducting  the  business  of  a 
society  once  it  is  established. 

(18)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  in  regard  to  general  ques- 
tions of  co-operative  organization,  a  line  of  distinction  cannot  be 
drawn  between  small  holders  and  other  agriculturists.  The 
sections  of  this  report  which  deal  with  Co-operation  for  the  Pur- 
chase of  Requirements,  Disposal  of  Produce,  Credit,  Insurance, 
etc.,  may  be  taken  to  apply  generally  to  small  holders  as  well  as 
to  others,  and  the  present  section  will  be  confined  to  considering 
the  work  of  smallholdings  and  allotments  associations  whose 
principal  object  is  the  co-operative  tenure  of  land. 

The  total  number  of  Land  Renting  Societies  affiliated  to  the 
A.O.S.  on  December  31st,  1914,  was  195.  During  1914,  the 
following  six  societies  of  this  nature  were  registered  under 
A.O.S.  Model  Rules,  the  rules  adopted  being  those  known  as 
Form  D,  in  which  in  addition  to  powers  for  dealing  with  land, 
provision  is  made  for  the  co-operative  purchase  of  requirements 
and  sale  of  produce  :  — 

Birtley  Smallholders,  Ltd.  (Durham). 
Binley  (Coventry)  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.  (Warwick). 
New  Whittington  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  (Derby). 
Earlsdon  Allotments  (Coventry),  Ltd  (Warwick). 
The  Chilvers  Coton  Allotments,  Ltd.  (Warwick). 
Newbiggin  and  District  Allotments  and  Smallholders,  Ltd. 
(Northumberland). 

Of  these  societies  four  have  already  obtained  land,  and  two 
others  have  had  land  offered  to  them. 

During  1914,  seven  associations  previously  in  existence,  were 
supplied  by  five  County  Councils  with  447  acres,  which  was  let  to 
63  tenants,  v.'hile  a  number  of  associations  during  the  same  period 
obtained  land  from  private  landowners.  Since  the  outbreak  of 
war,  the  grant  of  loans  from  State  funds  to  County  Councils  in 
respect  of  the  working  of  the  Small  Holdings  Act  has  been 
practically  suspended. 

If  the  statistics  in  the  Appendix  relating  to  this  group  of 
societies  are  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  is  less 
than  the  number  given  in  last  year's  report.  The  explanation  lies 
in  the  fact  that  a  number  of  societies  which  had  despaired  of  ever 
obtaining  land,  and  one  or  two  which  were  unsatisfactory  in  other 
respects,  have  been  dissolved. 

This  cannot  be  considered  a  matter  for  regret.    On  the  con- 
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trary  it  is  unsatisfactory  to  all  concerned  to  have  on  the  register  a 
considerable  number  of  societies  which,  while  being-  supposed  to 
be  live  organizations,  have  yet  remained  inactive  and  seemed  likely 
to  continue  so.  It  was  unfortunate  that  their  promoters  should  ever 
have  proceeded  to  registration  until  they  were  assured  of  the  pros- 
pects of  land  being  obtained,  and  at  the  time  when  they  were  formed 
the  A.O.S.  urged  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with  caution.  One 
of  the  most  satisfactory  features  in  connection  with  the  present 
statistics  is  therefore  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  societies  than 
ever  before  are  now  in  the  possession  of  land.  At  the  same  time 
the  percentage  of  those  without  land  is  still  too  great,  and  it  is 
much  to  be.  hoped  that  it  will  continue  to  diminish  as  time  continues 
and  opportunities  for  acquiring  land  present  themselves. 

Before  leaving  the  question  of  statistics,  it  should  be  remarked 
that  the  chissification  of  small  holdings  societies  presents  consider- 
able difficulties.  As  already  pointed  out,  these  societies  have  be- 
come registered  under  rules  which  combine  two  objects — (i)  land 
renting,  and  (2)  trading.  In  practice  what  has  happened  is  that 
quite  a  number,  being  unsuccessful  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  land, 
have  developed  the  other  side  of  their  work  and  have  become 
trading  associations.  Again,  there  are  those  societies  which  so 
far  have  neither  obtained  land  nor  started  trading,  and  in  respect 
of  which  it  is  uncertain  in  which  direction  their  future  activities 
may  develop.  Taking  everything  into  consideration,  however,  it 
seems  desirable  to  keep  all  these  societies  in  one  group,  and  the 
classification  which  has  been  adopted  in  former  reports  has  been 
adhered  to. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  visiting  smallholdings  and 
allotments  societies  in  different  districts  with  a  view  to  encouraging 
further  co-operation,  and  to  rendering  them  assistance  in  any 
difficulties  with  which  they  might  be  faced.  During  the  spring 
and  summer  months,  the  members  and  secretaries  of  societies  are 
busy  on  the  land  and  visits  are  difficult  to  carry  out,  but  during 
the  autumn  and  winter  visits  to  over  eighty  societies  were  paid 
from  headquarters  or  by  branch  organizers.  In  addition,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  societies  have  been  given  special  assistance 
with  their  accounts  and  in  the  preparation  of  their  Annual  Returns 
to  the  Chief  Registrar. 

During  the  first  few  years  after  land  has  been  acquired  by  a 
society  any  efforts  made  to  induce  further  forms  of  co-operation 
are  often  unsuccessful,  for  it  seems  as  though  in  most  cases  small 
holders  find  so  much  work  to  do  on  their  holdings  that  they 
can  take  thought  of  little  else.  But  patience  and  efforts  of  per- 
suasion, again  and  again  renewed,  will  eventually  bring  about  the 
desired  result  in  many  cases.  A  case  may  be  cited  where  the  men 
rent  jointly  through  a  society,  land  having  been  obtained  so  far 
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back  as  1908.  Only  last  year  was  a  beginning  made  with  co- 
operation for  the  purchase  of  requirements,  but  once  this  work 
was  taken  up  the  advantages  were  reahsed  immediately.  There 
are  often  many  practical  difficulties  to  be  contended  with,  such  as 
the  very  varied  requirements  of  small  holders,  the  small  quantities 
to  be  handled  and  the  cost  of  collection  and  distribution  over-  a 
scattered  area,  which  must  be  constantly  kept  in  view.  However, 
many  of  the  land  renting  societies  now  do  include  in  their  work  the 
co-operative  purchase  of  requirements  or  sale  of  produce,  or  else  they 
exist  side  by  side  with  a  credit  bank  or  cow  or  pig  insurance  club. 
A  few,  like  those  at  Stotfold  and  Roxton,  have  carried  co-operation 
to  a  very  highly  advanced  state  and,  generally  speaking,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  co-operation  is  considerably  further  ahead 
amongst  those  small  holders  who  hold  their  land  jointly  than 
amongst  those  who  do  not. 

Allotments'  Associations. 

For  some  years  past  there  seems  to  have  been  a  constantly 
increasing  demand  for  an  extension  of  allotments.  This  growing 
demand  seems  likely  to  continue  and  will  probably  develop  rapidly 
when  more  normal  conditions  again  prevail  after  the  war,  par- 
ticularly when  public  authorities  are  relieved  of  the  temporary 
restrictions  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  land.  As  this  is  now  an 
important  section  of  the  small  holdings  work  of  the  A.O.S.,  and  is 
likely  to  become  increasingly  so,  the  Governors  consider  it 
desirable  to  add  a  few  special  remarks  on  the  subject  of  Allot- 
ments' Associations  to  what  has  been  said  in  general  reference  to 
land  renting  societies. 

It  is  not  always  possible  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast  distinction 
between  what  should  be  considered  a  small  holding  and  what  an 
allotment  ;  one  begins  where  the  other  ends,  and  some  landrenting 
societies  deal  with  both.  The  extension  which  we  are  now  con- 
sidering, however,  refers  principally  to  the  allotment  garden  of 
the  town  worker  and  the  dimensions  of  this  movement  in  many 
of  the  crowded  centres  of  population  is  now  very  great.  The 
allotments  on  the  outskirts  of  the  big  towns  are  often  numbered 
by  thousands,  and  it  is  probable  that  for  every  allotment  in  exist- 
ence, on  an  average  at  least  three  people  are  supplied  direct  with 
fresh  vegetables,  in  addition  to  any  surplus  which  may  find  its 
way  to  shops  or  to  the  co-operative  stores.  They  represent  what  is 
the  working  man's  garden,  and  it  is  difficult  to  over-estimate  their 
value  to  those  who  are  occupied  for  the  whole  of  their  working 
hours  in  factory  or  coal  mine  and  whose  homes  are  situated 
amongst  miles  of  brick  streets.  The  desire  to  possess  an  allotment 
is  evidenced  by  the  willingness  of  the  men  in  some  cases  to  purchase 
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outright  at  a  building-  site  value  when  security  of  tenure  is 
threatened. 

Expressed  with  extreme  brevity,  the  following  may  be 
brought  forward  as  some  of  the  principal  reasons  why  this 
movement  should  be  encouraged.  The  cultivation  of  allotments 
(i)  Increases  the  total  output  of  fresh  vegetables,  and  to  a  less 
extent  fruit  ;  (2)  Offers  an  insurance  in  some  measure  against 
total  unemployment  ;  (3)  Provides  an  alternative  to  the  public 
house  as  a  means  of  relaxation  ;  (4)  Widens  the  mental  outlook 
and  interest  in  life  of  those  who  are  occupied  in  purely  mechanical 
work.  And  added  to  these,  after  the  war,  will  be  that  in  many  cases 
the  allotment  will  be  a  valuable  asset  to  the  partially  disabled,  and 
to  those  who  for  one  reason  or  another  cannot  readily  resume  their 
ordinary  work. 

In  the  matter  of  administration,  the  method  of  working 
through  co-operative  associations,  when  allotments  alone  are  in 
question,  has  advantages  which  demand  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion and  which  many  people  consider  constitute  it  the  ideal  system. 
Whether  the  land  is  rented  from  public  authority  or  private  land- 
owner, these  associations  merit  the  most  favourable  treatment  in 
view  of  the  economies  they  effect  and  the  measure  of  responsibility 
undertaken.  As  a  single  example  may  be  quoted  a  Midland  town 
where  there  are  numerous  plots  of  allotments.  A  comparatively 
small  proportion  of  the  municipal  land  is  let  to  an  association  and 
this  is  the  only  section,  we  are  informed,  which  is  not  run  at  a  loss 
to  the  Borough  Council.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  that  at  the 
present  time  a  number  of  the  established  associations  are  keeping 
in  cultivation  the  allotments  which  belong  to  those  of  their  mem- 
bers who  are  serving  with  the  colours.  Far  too  numerous  to 
mention  are  all  the  ways  in  which  different  associations  benefit 
their  members — such  as  laying  on  a  water  supply,  keeping  water 
barrows  for  general  use,  in  the  purchase  of  manure,  seeds,  bean- 
sticks,  etc. 

The  standard  of  cultivation  is  generally  high,  but  further  in- 
struction by  experts  is  often  welcomed.  What  the  allotment 
holder  principally  needs  is  proper  organization  at  the  commence- 
ment, assistance  in  later  difficulties,  and  encouragement  to  co- 
operate. The  work  of  the  A.O.S.  must  necessarily  be  confined  to 
assisting  co-operative  associations  or  those  who  wish  to  form  them, 
and  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for  it  as  a  disinterested  body  which  is 
neither  political  nor  committed  to  a  policy  of  agitation. 

(19)  Egg  and  Poultry  Societies. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  work  of  Egg  and  Poultry 
Societies  has  shown  a  marked  extension,  for  in  nearly  every  case 
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they  have  not  only  increased  the  number  of  eggs  which  they  have 
dealt  with,  but  they  have  also  increased  the  profit  on  their  working. 
Nevertheless  for  many  of  the  societies  the  past  year  has  been  a 
time  of  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  great  fluctuation  in  prices. 
As,  however,  comparatively  few  of  the  societies  had  contracts  to 
fulfil,  they  were  able,  in  most  cases,  to  take  advantage  of  the  in- 
creased prices  obtainable. 

No  new  societies  have  been  formed  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  but  the  work  of  the  existing  societies  has  to  a  large  extent 
been  co-ordinated  by  the  formation  by  the  A.O.S.  of  a  Central 
Intelligence  Bureau,  which  each  week  distributes  information  to 
the  depots  with  regard  to  the  prices  which  can  be  obtained  for 
their  tested  and  graded  eggs.  In  this  way  those  depots  which  are 
situated  in  remote  country  districts  and  in  the  markets  of  the 
larger  industrial  centres,  can  now  make  quotations  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  depots  which  are  more  favourably  situated. 

Some  of  the  larger  societies  show  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  eggs  dealt  with  and  the  value  realised.  This  perhaps 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  eggs  had  been  preserved 
by  these  societies  during  the  early  spring,  and  were  retailed  during 
the  winter  months  at  high  prices  due  to  the  failure  of  foreign 
supplies  to  reach  this  country. 

Two  cases  only  need  be  mentioned  : — 

Number  of  Eg-gs  dealt       Value  of  Eggs 
Name  of  Society.  with.  sold. 

1913.  1914.  1913.  1914. 

Framlingham  and  District 
Agricultural  Co-opera- 
tive Society      ...        ...    4,982,828    5,840,146    24,016  28,019 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Association 
Egg  and  Poultry  De- 
partment ...        ...    2,788,678    3,722,892     13,609  18,777 

A  special  number  of  the  A.O.S.  Journal,  dealing  with  the  Egg 
and  Poultry  Industry,  was  issued  in  February  with  the  object  of 
drawing  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  need  of  more  societies 
being  started  throughout  the  country,  and  already  there  are 
prospects  of  several  other  societies,  which  have  not  hitherto  under- 
taken this  branch  of  co-operative  work,  endeavouring  to  do  so,  as 
it  is  felt  that  such  an  opportunity  as  exists  at  present  for  the  home 
producer  to  capture  the  home  market  is  not  likely  to  occur  again. 
The  societies  which  are  already  in  existence  are,  after  all,  some- 
what local  and  limited  in  their  sphere  of  influence,  and  it  would 
seem  that  the  opportunity  now  arises  for  the  organization  of  a 
much  wider  movement  to  meet  the  country's  demand  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  industry.    This  can  be  done  by  linking  up  the  existing 
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societies  and  by  forming  others  in  suitable  districts,  if  the  necessity 
for  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  the  poultry  keepers  of  this 
country  can  be  effectively  brought  home  to  them. 

Apart  from  the  Egg-  and  Poultry  Societies  affiliated  to  the 
A.O.S.,  several  other  affiliated  societies  undertake  business  in  the 
same  direction,  as  one  branch  amongst  others  of  their  work. 

(20)  Audit  of  Societies'  Accounts. 

Under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  (Amendment) 
Act,  f9i3,  it  is  obligatory  on  all  societies  registered  under  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts  to  submjit  their  accounts  for 
audit  by  a  Public  Auditor.  The  expense  involved  by  this  obligation 
falls  rather  heavily  on  some  of  the  small  newly  registered  societies, 
and  it  has  been  arranged,  in  the  case  of  these  societies,  for  the 
A.O.S.  to  bear  the  cost  of  the  audit  fee  for  the  first  two  years,  the 
audit  to  be  conducted  by  a  Public  Auditor  selected  by  the  Society. 

(21)  Co-operative  Credit  Societies. 

Co-operative  credit  in  this  country  is  still  a  very  small  move- 
ment so  far  as  agriculture  is  concerned.  There  seems  to  be  little 
desire  on  the  part  of  small  holders  and  farmers  to  avail  themselves 
of  any  of  the  methods  which  so  far  have  been  devised  for  enabling 
them  to  co-operate  in  this  direction.  Yet  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  in  many  country  districts  the  small  cultivators  have  to 
resort  to  the  moneylender  in  one  way  or  another,  while  it  must  be 
generally  admitted  that  there  are  indeed  few  agricultural  districts 
where  the  small  cultivators  would  not  be  greatly  benefited  by  a 
more  ready  access  to  capital  to  be  utilised  for  reproductive  pur- 
pases.  But  there  is  very  great  difficulty  in  putting  forward  any 
workable  scheme  which  will  at  the  same  time  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  situation  and  yet  be  received  favourably  by  those 
whom  it  is  designed  to  help. 

It  was  thought,  at  one  time,  that  the  necessity  for  credit 
facilities  would  be  accentuated  by  the  conditions  brought  about  by 
the  war.  At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  it  is  somewhat  doubt- 
ful if  so  far  this  has  been  the  case.  It  seems  more  likely  that  it  is 
during  the  next  few  years  that  the  need  will  be  felt  most  acutely. 
It  will  be  increasingly  realised  that  the  agricultural  output  of  the 
country  should  be  maintained  at  the  highest  possible  level,  and 
many  who  have  temporarily  forsaken  their  usual  avocations  to  go 
on  active  service  will,  upon  their  return,  stand  in  need  of  further 
facilities  for  financing  agricultural  undertakings. 

The  statistics  relating  to  existing  credit  societies  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix. 
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(22)  Co-operative  Insurance. 

The  present  section  falls  naturally  under  two  heading's  : — 
First.,  the  work  of  our  affiliated  society,  the  Agricultural  and 
General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd.;  and  secondly,  the 
work  of  the  numerous  small  Insurance  Clubs  for  cows  and  pigs 
and,  in  some  cases,  horses,  which  are  scattered  up  and  down  the 
country. 

The  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

During  the  year  1914  the  above  society  elected  over  500  new 
members  and  issued  upwards  of  1,000  new  policies.  The  Fire 
sums  assured  during  the  year  amounted  in  round  figures  to  three 
and  a-quarter  million. 

The  society's  report  shows  that  the  net  premiums  from  all 
sources,  after  deducting  reinsurance,  amounted  to  ;£"6^5o6,  whilst 
the  net  claims  amounted  to  £2,g62.  ;^2,6oo  was  put  to  reserve 
for  the  unexpired  liability  under  policies  current  at  the  31st  of 
December,  and  a  further  ;^300  was  placed  to  the  society's  invest- 
ment reserve  fund  bringing  the  latter  fund  up  to  ;!^i,ii3.  After 
making  these  reserves  the  society  had  still  a  balance  of  £i,/[oo 
for  disposal.  A  bonus  on  policies  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent,  of 
the  premiums  paid  thereunder  was  declared  and  also  a  5  per  cent, 
dividend  on  shares  absorbing  roughly  ;^i,ooo  in  all,  leaving  £^00 
odd  to  be  carried  forward  as  unappropriated  profit  to  next  year. 

The  steady  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  society  has  thus 
been  fully  maintained  even  in  a  year  when  the  financial  depression 
owing  to  the  war  has  necessitated  large  sums  being  placed  to 
investment  reserve  account. 

Another  interesting  feature  of  the  accounts  shows  that  the 
society  paid  away  some  ;^*i,ooo  by  way  of  commission.  The 
members  of  those  local  co-operative  societies,  acting  as  agents  for 
the  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd., 
have  thus  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  their  own  local  co-oper- 
ative society  benefited  by  way  of  commission,  while  they  them- 
selves have  benefited  by  way  of  bonus. 

Cow  and  Pig  Insurance  Clubs. 

The  numerous  village  cow  and  pig  insurance  societies  (cow 
and  pig  clubs  as  they  are  generally  called)  which  are  scattered 
about  the  country  are  doing  an  invaluable  work  in  safeguarding* 
their  members  against  the  loss  of  their  animals  through  death  by 
disease  or  accident  in  return  for  the  payment  of  regular  small 
insurance  contributions. 

Some  of  these  clubs  date  back  for  over  a  century.  Fifty-one 
pig  clubs  and  46  cow  clubs  were  founded  before  i860  and  so  have 
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been  at  work  for  more  than  50  years.  Of  the  pig  clubs  232  have 
been  started  since  1900,  so  that  the  movement  is  still  spreading-. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  have  prepared  very  valuable  and 
interesting  statistics  of  the  co-operative  cow,  pig  and  horse  in- 
surance societies  in  England  and  Wales.  The  figures  which  are 
given  here  are  taken  from  the  publications  of  the  Board,  and  are 
now  more  complete  than  at  the  time  of  publication  of  the  last 
Annual  Report  of  the  A.O.S. 

Pig  Clubs. — Turning  first  to  the  pig  clubs  which  are  by  far 
the  most  numerous,  1,080  are  stated  to  be  in  existence,  distributed 
over  28  counties.  Lincolnshire  easily  leads  the  way  with  340 
clubs,  then  come  Northamptonshire  with  121  and  Wiltshire  with 
102.  Then  follow  Nottinghamshire,  Oxfordshire  and  Warwick- 
shire with  58,  54  and  51  respectively. 

A  few  leading  statistics  have  been  obtained  for  1,027  clubs 
which  had  a  total  membership  of  37,848.  Between  them  they 
insured  63,558  pigs,  an  average  of  1*7  per  member,  from  which  it 
is  evident  that  the  large  majority  of  the  members  are  small  men 
insuring  only  one  or  two  pigs  each. 

Cow  Clubs.  — There  are  reported  to  be  157  Cow  Clubs,  dis- 
tributed over  15  English  counties,  and  there  is  one  club  in  Wales. 
Lincolnshire  again  easily  comes  first  with  56  clubs  ;  then  follow 
Derbyshire  with  21  and  Cheshire  with  13.  Some  leading  statistics 
have  been  obtained  for  116  clubs  which  had  4,387  members.  To- 
gether they  insured  10,955  cows  and  calves,  being  on  the  average 
2*5  animals  per  member,  from  which  it  will  again  be  seen  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  members  are  small  men. 

The  horse  insurance  societies  are  comparatively  few  in  number. 
There  appear  to  be  15,  of  which  six  are  in  Cambridgeshire.  Par- 
ticulars are  given  in  the  case  of  13  out  of  the  15,  and  these  had 
between  them  823  members.  Together  they  insured  1,311  horses 
and  680  head  of  cattle,  some  clubs  dealing  with  both  classes  of 
animal. 

After  studying  the  system  of  working  of  the  most  successful 
of  the  existing  clubs,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  prepared  model 
rules  for  cow  clubs  and  for  pig  clubs,  registered  and  unregistered 
in  each  case.  Copies  of  these  model  rules  can  be  obtained  from 
the  A.O.S.  and  a  number  of  meetings  have  been  attended  by 
A.O.S.  Organisers  to  assist  those  who  wished  to  form  fresh  clubs 
in  their  districts. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  local  cow  and  pig 
clubs  can,  if  they  so  desire,  reinsure  on  favourable  terms  part  of 
their  risks  with  the  Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insur- 
ance Society. 


25 


It  may  be  pointed  out  that  these  clubs  represent  a  movement 
which  embraces  1,250  local  organizations  of  a  co-operative  nature 
with  a  membership  of  43,000.  The  Governors  of  the  A.O.S.  are 
very  anxious  to  give  every  assistance  to  smallholders  who  live  in 
districts  where  no  club  exists  and  yet  who  have  animals  to  insure, 
to  form  clubs  in  order  to  safeguard  themselves  against  loss  through 
disease  or  accident.  There  need  be  no  difficulty  in  forming  a  club 
in  any  village  where  there  are  sufficient  insurable  animals,  where 
the  owners  are  prepared  to  undertake  that  if  a  club  is  formed  it 
will  be  carefully  managed,  and  where  they  are  willing  to  co-operate 
with  one  another  in  a  neighbourly  spirit. 

(23)  Organization  of  the  Wool  Industry. 

In  previous  reports  we  recorded  the  beginning  which  has  been 
made  in  the  organization  of  the  Wool  Industry  and  the  sale  of 
British  wool  on  the  London  Wool  Exchange.  The  first  wool  to  be 
sold  co-operatively  in  1914  was  93,071  lbs.,  sent  up  from  Yorkshire 
for  sale  in  London  by  the  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Associa- 
tion. This  wool  realised  £^,^21  7s.  2d.,  a  result  which  pleased 
the  senders,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  lower  and  medium  grades 
realised  quite  as  much  if  not  more,  and  the  higher  grades 
considerably  more,  than  local  prices. 

The  actual  expenses  of  the  Brandsby  scheme  in  1914  (exclusive 
of  management)  amounted  to  £i8y  3s.  iid.,  or  approximately  a 
halfpenny  a  pound.  The  farmers  were,  however,  charged  an 
eighth  of  a  penny  more  per  pound,  and  this  left  a  balance  sufficient 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  management  and  to  allow  a  small  profit 
to  the  societ)  .  The  principal  items  of  expenditure  were  for  labour, 
bales,  and  twine,  and  for  brokers'  charges.  At  the  same  sale  a 
small  quantity  of  wool  was  offered  by  the  tenants  on  the  estate  of 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  Dorsetshire;  the  best  of  it  obtained 
IS.  4id.  per  lb.,  whereas  the  highest  local  price  was  is.  2jd. 

Hampshire  was  also  represented  at  the  sale,  and  a  small  con- 
signment of  Ryland  wool  was  sent  from  Herefordshire. 

From  the  Lleyn  and  Bangor  districts  wool  to  the  amount  of 
13,845  lbs.  was  offered  for  sale  on  the  London  Wool  Exchange  on 
October  9th.  It  realised  £7^^  3^-  8d.,  the  best  sorts  making  up 
to  IS.  5d.  per  lb.  2,881  lbs.  were  also  sold  in  November  realising 
;^i63  4s.  lod. 

The  importance  of  the  sale  of  wool,  and  of  its  proper  pre- 
paration for  the  market,  is  becoming  more  and  more  recognised  ; 
even  wool  dealers  themselves,  since  the  A.O.S.  started  this  depart- 
ment of  its  work,  have  been  known,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  to 
buy  wool  from  the  British  farmers  for  the  simple  purpose  of 
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re-selling-  it  on  the  Wool  Exchange  in  a  classed  and  graded 
condition. 

(24)  The  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board. 

Since  the  issue  of  our  last  year's  Report  the  Farmers'  Central 
Trading  Board  has  become  registered  as  a  corporate  body  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act.  This  step  was  taken 
in  September,  1914.  Under  the  former  system,  whereby  the 
Board  arranged  for  bulked  purchases,  the  societies  concerned  were 
individually  responsible  to  the  manufacturers  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  contract.  But  this  method  of  making  purchases,  adopted 
because  the  Board  was  an  unincorporate  body,  had  disadvantages 
which  rendered  it  desirable  that  it  should  be  registered  so  as  to  be 
in  a  position  to  make  direct  contracts  with  the  manufacturers. 
The  change  therefore  places  the  Board  on  a  more  secure  footing, 
and  will,  it  is  hoped,  assist  in  establishing  it  as  the  wholesale 
trading  agency  of  the  agricultural  co-operative  movement. 

Already  over  sixty  co-operating  trading  societies,  including 
most  of  the  largest  societies  in  the  country,  have  become  affiliated, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  those  societies  which  have  not  already  done 
so  will  at  once  get  into  touch  with  the  Board  so  that  the  fullest 
advantages  of  co-operative  action  may  be  derived. 

As  anticipated  in  our  last  Report,  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  creating  sections  in  different  parts  of  the  country  is 
being  developed,  and  with  this  object  in  view,  and  also  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  the  local  requirements  of  societies,  meetings 
have  been  held  at  various  centres.  It  is  expected  that  during  the 
coming  year  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  sections  or  branches, 
and  their  relationship  to  the  Central  Board,  will  be  properly 
defined,  and  that  these  sections  will  be  created  with  defined  areas 
as  circumstances  and  the  local  needs  of  societies  permit. 

While  thus  utilising  the  local  knowledge  so  necessary  on 
account  of  the  diversity  of  agricultural  conditions  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  the  Directors  have  not  lost  sight  of  the 
advantage  of  being  in  close  touch  with  all  sides  of  the  movement. 
Accordingly,  representatives  have  been  appointed  to  serve  on  the 
Joint  Board  for  Agricultural  Trade  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  also  on  the  Joint  Committee  which  deals  with  a^^ricultuie  and 
distribution  in  the  Co-operative  Movement.  Several  important 
meetings  of  the  latter  committee  have  been  held  in  consequence 
of  the  recent  establishment  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  of  an  Agricultural  Department,  and  it  was  hoped  that  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  define  the  relations  of  the  two  bodies 
to  each  other  and  thus  prevent  unnecessary  reduplication  of  effort. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  published  accounts  of  the 
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Board  for  the  period  from  reg"istration  to  December  31st  shows 
that  a  small  profit  was  made  after  all  preliminary  expenses  had 
been  paid.  This  is  the  more  gratifying-  as  the  turnover  for  these 
four  months  was  not  large  owing  to  the  fact  that  some  contracts 
had  been  made  previous  to  registration,  which  business  did  not 
of  course  pass  through  the  trading  accounts  of  the  Board. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  offices  of  the  Board  will  shortly  be 
removed  to  London,  and  that  a  whole  time  manager  will  be 
employed,  and,  granting  the  support  of  the  societies,  great 
developments  may  be  expected  during  the  coming  year.  It  is 
also  hoped  that  an  amalgamation  will  take  place  betw'een  th6 
Agricultural  Co-operative  Federation  and  the  F.C.T.B. 

(25)   Inter-relations  with  the  Industrial  Co-opera- 
tive Movement. 

The  relations  existing  between  the  Agricultural  and  the  Dis- 
tributive Co-operative  Movement  were  fully  dealt  with  in  the  last 
Annual  Report,  and  it  is  intended  here  to  give  merely  a  brief  resume 
of  the  progress  made  during  the  past  year. 

At  the  Congress  of  the  Industrial  Co-operative  Movement  held 
in  Dublin  in  May  last,  the  subject  of  Agricultural  Co-operation 
was  given  a  prom.inent  position  in  the  discussion  and  was 
brought  closely  to  the  notice  of  the  Industrial  Co-opera- 
tive Societies  ;  as  a  result  of  this  many  such  societies  have 
become  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.,  and  the  question  of  intertrading 
between  the  two  movements  has  received  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
their  business  relations  showing  a  steady  increase. 

There  is  a  growing  tendency  for  managers  of  Industrial  Co- 
operative Societies  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  Agricultural  Co- 
operative Societies  provided  that  the  latter  can  give  equal  trade 
conditions  as  to  quality,  delivery,  etc.,  and  the  visits  of  these 
managers  to  our  affiliated  societies  have  borne  excellent  fruit.  As 
an  instance  may  be  cited  the  visit  of  three  representatives  from 
Industrial  Co-operative  Societies  to  an  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Society  (affiliated  to  the  A.O.S.)  when  they  purchased  the  whole 
stock  of  bacon  on  the  premises,  and  a  satisfactory  trade  was 
established  for  eggs  and  bacon  with  all  three  societies. 

Such  visits  do  much  to  convince  Industrial  Societies  as  to 
what  our  societies  can  do  in  the  way  of  catering  for  their  needs. 

The  vast  possibilities  of  expansion  in  this  intertrade  were  well 
illustrated  in  a  recent  speech  at  Derby  by  Mr.  E.  Merchant, 
Manager  of  the  Derby  Industrial  Society  and  Governor  of  the 
A.O.S. ,  when  he  informed  the  Derby  Co-operative  Men's  Guild 
that  during  1914  their  sales  of  eggs  had  risen  to  3,694,960,  or 
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an  average  of  123  per  member,  and  of  these  80  per  cent,  were 
English  eggs  ;  also  the  prices  were  8  per  cent,  higher  than  ten 
years  ago  for  English  eggs,  and  20  per  cent,  higher  for  imported 
eggs. 

The  total  value  of  intertrade  between  the  two  movements  for 
1914  showed  a  considerable  increase  over  previous  years  and  is 
increasing  month  by  month. 

The  affiliation  of  Industrial  Societies  with  the  A.O.S.  should 
open  out  a  wider  field  for  intertrading  and  lead  to  a  closer  relation- 
ship between  the  organised  producer  and  the  organised  consumer. 

(26j  Relations  with  other  Societies. 

In  previous  reports  we  have  mentioned  the  valuable  assistance 
which  has  been  rendered  to  the  A.O.S.  by  various  voluntary 
societies.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  many  of  these  associa- 
tions have  undertaken  work  in  new  directions,  while  fresh 
organizations  have  been  formed  for  dealing  with  the  various 
questions  which  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  new  conditions. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  exchange  of  information  and 
mutual  assistance  between  the  A.O.S.  and  these  bodies,  more 
particularly  those  interesting  themselves  in  the  employment  of 
women  on  the  land,  the  employment  of  Belgians,  and  the 
encouragement  of  cultivation. 

(27)  Non-Agricultural  Organization  Societies. 

R.H.O.S.  and  F.O.S. 

There  are  now  two  registered  Organization  Societies  in  affilia- 
tion with  the  A.O.S.:  the  Rural  Housing  Organisation  Society,  of 
which  frequent  mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports,  and 
the  Fisheries  Organization  Society,  which  was  formed  during  the 
past  year  with  the  assistance  of  the  A.O.S.  The  latter  society  has 
for  its  aim  the  promotion  of  co-operation  amongst  fishermen,  upon 
similar  lines  to  those  advocated  in  the  agricultural  co-operative 
movement,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Weston,  who  previously  had  rendered 
much  valuable  voluntary  assistance  to  the  A.O.S.,  has  been 
appointed  its  secretary. 

Organization  of  Rural  Industries. 

It  i^  to  be  regretted  that  so  far  it  has  not  proved  possible  for 
a  society  to  be  formed  for  promoting  co-operation  amonofst  those 
who  are  engaged  in  rural  industries.  Such  a  society  would  be  of 
great  assistance  to  the  work  of  the  A.O.S.,  for  agricultural  co- 
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operative  societies  depend  in  part,  both  for  the  supply  of  require- 
ments and  for  the  disposal  of  their  produce,  on  industries  sub- 
sidiary to  ag-riculture,  which  are  capable  in  certain  directions 
of  much  further  development  ;  without  such  development  also 
it  will  be  impossible  for  an  increase  of  production  to  take  place 
on  any  extended  scale.  So  closely  linked  indeed  are  these  indus- 
tries with  the  agricultural  industry  that  for  many  years  the  A.O.S. 
has  been  compelled  to  interest  itself  directly  in  their  org-anization, 
the  most  striking  instance  of  its  efforts  in  this  direction  being  the 
Swanwick  Basket  Factory  (see  Section  9).  At  present  it  appears 
likely  that  a  growing  tendency  will  manifest  itself  for  various  sub- 
sidiary rural  industries  to  be  fostered  by  the  action  of  the  agricul- 
turists themselves,  and  for  agricultural  co-operative  societies  to 
establish  manufacturing  enterprises,  but,  where  this  is  not  possible, 
similiar  purposes  would  be  served,  and  progress  would  be  greatly 
hastened,  if  the  workers  in  these  industries  could  be  organized 
independently  upon  co-operative  lines. 

(28)  Relations  with  Public  Bodies. 

The  Society  once  again  acknowledges  its  indebtedness  to  the 
public  bodies  and  local  authorities  with  which  it  comes  in  contact 
in  connection  with  its  work,  as  well  as  those  Government  officials 
and  others  who  have  so  readily  and  generously  accorded  assistance 
in  many  different  directions  for  the  advancement  of  the  Society's 
aims.  More  especially  we  should  desire  to  mention  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  General  Post 
Office  and  the  Registry  of  Friendly  Societies. 

(29)  Press  and  Intelligence  Department. 

A  memorandum  on  the  possibilities  of  drawing  greater  atten- 
tion to  the  work  of  agricultural  co-operation  through  the  Press 
and  other  publicity  channels  appears  elsewhere  in  the  form  of  an 
appendix. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BRANCH  (Dorset,  Hants, 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  Wilts). 

THE  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman — Brigadier-General  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P., 

K.C.V.O.,  St.  Giles,  Salisbury. 
Vice- Chairman — Mr.  Samuel  Bostock,  Lainston,  near  Winchester. 
Dorset. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Jesty,  Bere  Regis,  Wareham. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Profeit,  Morden,  Wareham. 
Hants  and  Isle  of  Wight. 

Capt.  The  Earl  of  Malmesbury,  Heron  Court,  Christchurch. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Nicoll,  Weston,  Micheldever. 

Mr.  A.  A.  H.  Wykeham,  Brooke,  Isle  of  Wight. 
Wilts. 

Lieut. -Col.  The  Earl  of  Randor,  Longford  Castle,  Salisbury. 
Capt.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.,  Lydney  Park,  Glos. 
The  Hon.  Louis  Greville.  Woodford,  Salisbury. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Harding,  Odstock,  Salisbury. 
Mr.  R.  E.  Macan,  Alward  House,  Salisbury. 

Mr.  F.  N.  Rogers  (Small  Holdings  Commissioner),  Rainscombe, 
Pewsey. 

Capt.  R.  Hart  Synnot,  D.S.O.  (Reading  University),  University 

College,  Reading. 
Mr.  B.  Williams  (Southern  Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union), 

99,  Leman  Street,  E. 

Organising  Sec7'etary — Mr.  A.  H.  Nicholson. 
Offices — 13,  Canal,  Salisbury. 
Telephone — No.  5.  Telegrams — Aos.,  Salisbury. 

Five  members  of  the  Committee  including  the  Chairman  have 
been  engaged  on  Military  duties  during  the  last  part  of  the 
financial  year. 

Hants  and  Isle  of  Wight  Sub-Committee. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  form  a  Sub- 
Committee  for  Hants  and  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

{a)  To  advise  the  Southern  Branch  Committee  in  respect 
to  Hants  and  Isle  of  Wight  matters. 
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{b)  To  see  what  steps,  if  any,  should  be  taken  to  increase 

the  subscriptions  to  the  A.O.S. 
(c)  To  consult  as  to  how  the  A.O.S.   Movement  may  be 

promoted  in  Hants  and  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

In  addition  to  the  members  of  the  Branch  Committee  residing 
in  Hants  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  followmg  were  nominated  and 
agreed  to  act : — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Mills,  representing  the  Southern  Counties  Agri- 
cultural Trading  Society. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Dimmick,  representing  the  Swanwick  and 
District  Basket  Factory. 

Mr.  W.  Cooper,  representing  the  Netley  Marsh  and 
District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hutchings,  representing  the  Winchester  Allot- 
ment Holders'  Society. 

Mr.  James  Falconer,  representing  the  West  Sussex  and 
Hants  Dairy  Farmers. 

Mr.  D.  T.  Cowan,  representing  the  County  Council 
Educational  Committee. 

Mr.  A.  Tebbutt,  representing  the  County  Council  Small 
Holdings  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Davidson,  representing  the  Hants  County  Farm 
Institute. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Read,  representing  the  Smallholders  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Nicoll  was  appointed  Chairman.  This  Sub-Com- 
mittee has  twice  met  and  discussed  several  matters  of  interest. 

General  Position  of  the  Movement. 

The  present  attitude  towards  agricultural  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  small  farmers  is  very  favourable,  and  having  heard  or  read 
about  what  others  are  doing,  they  are  in  many  cases  anxious  to 
to  try  co-operative  methods  for  themselves.  Progress  is,  how^ever, 
checked  by  the  fact  that  the  leaders  in  many  districts  are  fully 
occupied  in  other  directions  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  war  has  exercised  considerable  influence  upon  the  move- 
ment. Small  farmers  found  that  dealers  greatly  increased  the 
prices  of  feeding  stuffs,  whereas  in  many  cases  agricultural  co- 
operative societies  were  able  to  keep  their  prices  down. 

The  past  year  has  seen  considerable  progress  of  the  movement 
in  the  area  covered  by  the  Branch.  Sixteen  new  societies  have 
been  added  to  the  list  published  in  the  last  Report,  while  some 
moribund  societies  have  been  wound  up.  Of  the  new  societies 
three  are  situated  in  Dorset,  eight  in  Hampshire,  one  in  the  Isle  of 
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Wight,  and  four  in  Wiltshire.  But  what  is  perhaps  of  more  im- 
portance than  the  formation  of  new  societies  has  been  the  con- 
solidating of  the  movement  and  the  increase  in  the  activities  and 
in  the  membership  of  the  existing  societies.  The  statistics  of  the 
established  societies  on  December  31st,  1914,  were  approximately 
as  follows,  and  may  be  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous 


year  : —  December,  1913.  December,  1914. 

Societies      ...        ...  69  80 

Membership          ...  7>i30  8,182 

Turnover    ;^304,o74  Lz'^l.^S^ 


The  work  of  the  staff  attached  to  the  Branch,  which  was 
reduced  by  the  Assistant  Organizer  being  called  to  the  colours 
when  war  broke  out,  has  been  extremely  heavy.  Some  35  lectures 
have  been  given,  74  meetings  attended,  and  135  visits  paid  to 
societies  and  different  parts  of  the  Branch  area.  Besides  which 
many  societies  have  received  assistance  with  their  books  and  in 
preparing  Annual  Returns  and  Balance  Sheets  for  audit.  The 
Headquarters'  Experts  have  on  a  number  of  occasions  visited 
societies  and  new  districts. 

Work  of  the  Societies. 

Purchase  of  Requirements. 

Of  the  societies  formed  last  year,  thirteen  were  started  with 
the  purchase  of  requirements  as  their  chief  object,  which  brings 
the  number  of  societies  undertaking  this  work  up  to  42. 

The  Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.,. 
has  had  a  successful  year  and  has  increased  its  trade  in  this 
department  from  ;£83,i96  in  1913  to  ;^io3,548  in  1914,  and  shows 
a  nett  profit  of  ;^'i,o42  on  the  year's  working.  It  has  supplied 
several  of  the  smaller  agricultural  co-operative  societies  with 
feeding  cakes,  meals,  grain,  fertilizers,  etc. 

The  Wiltshire  Farmers'  Ltd.,  on  the  purchasing  side  hss 
increased  its  turnover  from  ;^38,4i8  in  1913  to  ;^39, 196  in  1914. 

Several  other  agricultural  trading  societies  in  the  Branch 
have  made  excellent  progress  during  the  past  year,  as  the  balance 
sheets  to  hand  prove,  and  the  following  figures  for  the  last  year 
are  interesting. 


Society. 

Started. 

Turnover. 

Nett  Profit. 

Membership 

Netley  Marsh  .. 

•    May,  1913 

;^2,o6l 

124 

Verwood 

•  July, 

2,416 

81 

99 

Westend 

.    Jan.,  1914 

677 

17 

28 

Knoyle... 

Feb.,  ,, 

1,624 

61 

35 

Four  Marks 

May,  ,, 

634 

24 

55 

Bransgore 

June,  ,, 

9 

46 
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The  first  of  the  above  mentioned  societies  is  rapidly  extending- 
its  field  of  operations,  and  the  No  Man's  Land  Society  has  now 
been  amalgamated  with  it. 

Exceptional  sayings  in  prices  have  been  effected  by  some  of 
the  societies,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  For 
instance,  the  secretaries  of  three  or  four  societies  reported  soon 
after  war  was  declared  that  the  members  of  their  societies  were 
purchasing  bran  at  50s.  per  ton  below  the  local  dealers'  price. 
Another  society  through  favourable  contracts  has  been  obtaining 
cotton  cake  at  35s.  and  linseed  cake  at  60s.  per  ton  below  the 
current  market  price,  and  coal  los.  per  ton  below  the  price  paid 
by  nop-members  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Some  of  the  smaller  societies  which  are  not  in  a  position  to 
pay  a  full  time  manager  have  experienced  a  certain  amount  of 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  secretary  who  can  give  sufficient  time  to 
the  business,  and  to  meet  this  difficulty  a  scheme  is  about  to  be 
inaugurated  for  the  employment  of  a  joint  manager  by  a  group  of 
societies  in  the  Salisbury  district. 

A  step  in  the  direction  of  linking  up  the  movement  has  been 
taken  by  periodically  holding  conferences  of  societies  in  the  dis- 
tricts around  Salisbury  and  Southampton,  when  discussions  have 
taken  place  on  the  purchasing  of  requirements,  sale  of  produce, 
inter-trading  with  industrial  societies,  central  stores,  grist  mills, 
army  contracts,  etc.  As  a  direct  result  of  the  conference  at 
Salisbury  it  has  been  decided  to  form  a  central  society  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  the  joint  manager  scheme  already  referred  to, 
and  other  matters  of  mutual  advantage  to  the  societies  in  the 
district. 

Dairy  Organization. 

The  Sturminster  Newton  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd.,  has 
greatly  increased  the  quantity  of  milk  dealt  with.  When  the 
factory  was  opened  in  April,  191 3,  600  gallons  of  milk  per  day 
were  received  from  19  farmers,  while  in  October,  1914,  4,488 
gallons  were  received  in  one  day  from  100  farmers.  For  the 
ten  months  ended  31st  October,  the  statement  of  accounts  showed 
a  turnover  of  £3^,399,  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  on  the 
previous  nine  months.  A  lack  of  share  capital  necessitated 
a  large  bank  overdraft ;  this,  however,  has  been  transferred 
to  theJC.W.S.  Bank  which  is  charging  a  lower  rate  of  interest 
on  the  overdraft  than  that  which  was  charged  by  the  Joint 
Stock  Bank. 

In  their  Milk  Department  the  Wiltshire  Farmers',  Ltd.,  had 
a  turnover  of  ;^75,742  and  dealt  with  1,777,549  gallons  of  milk 
during  last  year. 

In  their  Bacon  Department  the  turnover  was  £SfS^^' 
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Eggs  and  Poultry. 

During  the  year  an  Eg-g"  Intelligence  Bureau  was  started  by 
the  A.O.S.  A  conference  of  the  Egg  Collecting  Societies  in  the 
Branch  had  been  held,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  A.O.S. 
should  be  asked  to  establish  an  Intelligence  Bureau  to  which  each 
society  should  send  a  weekly  return  showing  the  prices  they  were 
obtaining  for  eggs,  the  markets  to  which  they  send,  and  whether 
they  have  a  surplus  or  a  shortage  of  eggs.  This  Bureau  has  proved 
a  great  advantage  to  the  societies  and  has  often  enabled  them  to 
dispose  of  eggs  to  better  advantage  and  has  prevented  under- 
cutting of  prices. 

The  Egg  Collecting  Societies  in  the  Branch  benefited  by  the 
high  prices  ruling  for  eggs  since  war  was  declared  and  have 
generally  made  good  progress.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
South  Wilts  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.,  dealt  with  283,215  eggs  and 
made  a  substantial  profit,  wiping  out  a  loss  brought  forward  from 
the  previous  year. 

A  matter  which  is  now  receiving  the  attention  of  the  societies 
in  the  Salisbury  district  is  the  opening  of  a  depot  on  Salisbury 
Plain,  with  a  view  of  supplying  eggs  and  other  produce  to  the 
soldiers. 

Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Produce. 

A  good  deal  of  work  has  been  done  amongst  fruit  growers 
and  market  gardeners  in  different  districts  and  societies  have  been 
formed  at  Nursling,  Wellow  and  Bransgore  with  the  object  first  of 
purchasing  requirements  and  later  to  organise  the  sale  of  produce. 

The  Swanwick  and  District  Basket  Factory,  Ltd.,  has  made 
excellent  progress  in  spite  of  the  difficulty  they  had  to  face  when 
they  were  unable  to  obtain  timber  from  the  Baltic  ports  owing  to 
the  war  ;  they  are  now  using  English  poplar  instead.  They  are 
finding  the  need  of  larger  storage  accommodation  and  more 
machinery  in  order  to  supply  all  the  orders  received  for  chip 
baskets.  The  committee  have  great  hopes  that  the  necessary 
capital  for  these  extensions  will  be  forthcoming. 

Wool  Organization. 

The  first  consignment  of  British  wool  to  be  sold  on  the 
London  Wool  Exchange  was  sold  in  1914  for  an  agricultural  co- 
operative society  in  Yorkshire. 

At  the  same  sale  a  small  quantity  of  wool,  under  the  mark  of 
St.  Giles,  was  off"ered  by  tenants  on  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  in  Dorsetshire,  and  the  result  was  a  surprise  to  the 
farmers  who  ventured  their  wool  for  the  first  time  away  from  the 
local  fairs,  as  the  best  of  it  obtained  is.  4jd.  per  lb.,  whereas  the 
highest  local  price  was  is.  2|d. 

Hampshire  was  also  represented  at  the  sale,  and  one  of  the 
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senders  writes  that,  after  allowing  for  all  expenses,  he  made  a 
good  ijd.  more  than  he  would  have  made  locally.  He  adds, 
"  needless  to  say,  next  season  my  wool  will  be  sold  in  the  same 
market,  and  I  think  not  a  few  of  the  farmers  in  my  county  will 
follow  suit." 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  expected  a  fairly  large  number 
of  farmers  in  the  Branch  will  dispose  of  their  wool  on  organized 
lines. 

Agricultural  Machinery. 

Owing  to  the  war  a  shortage  of  farm  labour  and  horses  soon 
made  itself  apparent  in  many  districts,  and  through  the  enterprise 
of  a  body  of  large  farmers  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  a  society  known 
as  the  Isle  of  Wight  Farmers'  Agricultural  Outfit  Society,  Ltd., 
was  formed.  Its  function  is  the  co-operative  ownership  of  a 
steam  plough,  which  is  now  doing  the  work  that  was  formerly 
done  by  horse  and  hand  labour,  and  is  saving  the  farmers 
considerable  time  and  expense. 

The  society  is  made  up  of  twelve  farmers  who  have  raised  the 
necessary  capital  required  to  purchase  the  machinery,  by  each 
taking  up  200  £1  shares,  of  which  one  shilling  per  share  is  paid 
up,  and  obtaining  an  overdraft  at  the  bank  to  the  extent  of  the 
uncalled  capital. 

The  society  does  not  intend  to  rest  content  with  what  it  has 
already  achieved,  but  later  on  it  hopes  to  provide  further  imple- 
ments for  the  use  of  members. 

It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  others  will  follo^y  the  lead  of  this 
enterprising  society,  which  has  the  prospect  of  a  successful  career. 

A  representative  committee  of  agriculturists  was  formed  in 
Hampshire  a  short  while  ago  to  discuss  the  use  of  labour-saving 
machinery,  also  to  see  what  means  could  be  adopted  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  farmers  and  small  holders  in  the  county  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from,  its  use. 

Eventually  it  was  decided  to  arrange  for  a  series  of  demon- 
strations of  agricultural  labour-saving  appliances  and  the  County 
Council  was  approached  in  regard  to  these  exhibitions. 

The  Hampshire  County  Council  has  agreed  to  bear  the  cost, 
and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  carry  the  scheme  through. 

Co-operative  Credit. 

Two  credit  societies  on  the  Raiffeisen  principle  have  been 
formed,  one  at  Petersfield  and  one  at  Poole.  The  former  has 
done  some  useful  work  in  advancing  small  loans  to  its  members  at 
low  rates  of  interest,  and  the  latter  promises  to  become  a  benefit 
to  the  smallholders  in  the  Poole  district. 

The  older  credit  societies  in  the  Branch  have  continued  to  do 
beneficial  work. 
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Small  Holdings  and  Allotments. 

The  co-operative  renting  of  land  for  small  holdings  and  allot- 
ments has  undoubtedly  stimulated  in  the  tenants  of  these  societies 
a  desire  to  co-operate  in  other  ways  also,  and  thus  we  find  at 
Harnham,  Cosham,  Fareham,  Soberton,  etc.,  the  small  holding 
and  allotment  societies  are  purchasing  requirements.  Again,  at 
Moordown,  Mere,  Poole,  Hamworthy,  Newtown,  Wimborne, 
Winchester,  etc.,  many  of  the  members  of  the  small  holdings  and 
allotments  societies  are  members  of  industrial  co-operative  societies. 
At  Sturminster  Newton  several  members  of  the  small  holding 
society  are  members  of  the  dairy  society,  selling  milk  to  it  and 
purchasing  requirements  from  it. 

County  Councils. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  several  years  past  with  the 
Wiltshire  County  Council  for  A.O.S.  Organizers  to  give  lectures 
on  Agricultural  Co-operation  on  their  behalf.  It  has  also  been 
announced  on  the  notice  bills  of  lectures  given  by  their  different 
instructors,  that  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the  A.O.S.  for 
lectures  on  Agricultural  Co-operation  to  be  given  if  desired. 
During  the  past  season  the  following  lectures  have  been  given  : — 

Ansty     — Agricultural  Co-operation." 

Startley  — *' Credit  Societies." 

Potterne  — Credit  Societies  and  Pig  Insurance." 

Pewsey  — Egg  Organization." 

Erchfont — ''Agricultural  Co-operation." 

Swindon — "  Marketing  of  Produce." 

Wotton  Rivers — ''Agricultural  Co-operation." 
Several  of  the  County  Instructors  are  also  in  close  touch  with 
the  Organizing  Secretary. 

In  Hampshire  the  County  Small  Holdings  Officer  has  accom- 
panied the  Branch  Organizing  Secretary  when  visiting  some  of  the 
small  holders  in  the  county  and  attending  meetings,  while  the 
Principal  of  the  County  Farm  Institute  has  arranged  lectures, 
through  the  secretaries  of  our  affiliated  societies,  and  has  organized 
manurial  demonstrations  on  the  land  of  members  of  societies. 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  an  investigation  into  the 
quality  of  seeds  supplied  in  Hampshire. 

The  Dorset  County  Agricultural  Organizer  and  Horticultural 
Instructor  have  visited  several  of  our  affiliated  societies  and 
arranged  lectures  through  the  secretaries.  The  Agricultural 
Organizer  has  also  attended  meetings  of  societies  and  explained 
the  way  in  which  he  could  advise  and  assist  the  members. 

Such  co-ordination  of  effort  should  greatly  assist  the  develop- 
ment of  the  agricultural  industry  in  the  area  upon  the  most  modern 
and  profitable  lines. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH 
EASTERN  BRANCH  (Northumberland, 
Durham,  and  Yorkshire). 

THE  COMMITTEE. 

Temporary  Chairman — Brigadier-General  The  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury, K.P.,  K.C.V.O.,  St.  Giles'  House,  Salisbury. 

Mr.  J.  Balden,  Bywell  Estate  Office,  Stocksfield-on-Tyne. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Barnard,     Brantwood,"  The  Avenue,  Clifton,  York. 

Captain  Clive  Behrens,  Swinton  Grange,  Malton. 

Sir  Hugh  Bell,  Bart.,  Routon  Grange,  Northallerton. 

Mr.  Philip  Burtt,     Swarthmore,"  St.  George's  Place,  York. 

Mr.  W.  Clayton,  (Co-operative  Union),  84,  Westmorland  Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Captain  the  Hon.  John  Dawnay,  Ruston,  Wykeham  S.O.,  Yorks. 

The  Viscount  Howick,  Howick  Grange,  Lesbury,  Northumberland. 

Captain  James  McLaren,  Offerton  Hall,  Sunderland. 

Alderman  S.  W.  Meyer,  "  Brackenhill,"  St.  George's  Place,  York. 

Mr.  Frank  Myers,  Bilbrough,  York. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Stobart,  Witton  Tower,  Witton-le-Wear,  co.  Durham. 
Mr.  J,   M.   Strickland,  Warren    House,  Brandsby,  Easingwold 
(Chairman  of  the  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association). 

Advisers, 

Professor  D.  A.  Gilchrist,  96,  St.  George's  Terrace,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Professor  R.  S.  Seton,  The  University,  Leeds. 

Organizing  Secretary — Mr.  Wm.  Liddle. 
Offices — Galtres  Chambers,  Coppergate,  York. 
Telephone — No.  752.  Telegrams — Aos,  York. 

In  consequence  of  the  War,  the  North  Eastern  Branch  Committee 
has  temporarily  lost  the  services  of  the  following  members,  who 
are  now  engaged  on  military  duties  or  upon  relief  work  :  The  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury  (the  temporary  Chairman  of  the  Branch),  Captain 
Clive  Behrens,  Mr.  Philip  Burtt,  Viscount  Howick,  Captain  Jas. 
McLaren,  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Stobart.  We  have  also  suffered  a  severe 
loss  in  the  death  of  Lieutenant  C.  F.  Nunneley,  who  was  for  three 
years  the  Secretary  of  this  Branch  and  afterwards  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  District  Correspondent.  Lieutenant  Nunneley  rejoined 
his  regiment,  the  Northumberland  Fusiliers,  on  the  outbreak  of 


war  and  was  almost  immediately  sent  to  the  Front,  where  he  met 
his  death  at  Neuve  Chapelle  on  October  26th.  It  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  Lieutenant  Nunneley's  name  has  since  been  mentioned 
in  despatches  for  gallant  service. 

The  agricultural  co-operative  movement  in  Yorkshire,  Durham 
and  Northumberland  contirfues  to  make  headway.  There  are  now 
54  societies  in  the  Branch  and  the  figures  at  the  end  of  December, 
1914,  were  approximately  as  follows  : — 

Societies  for  the  purchase  of  requirements  and 

sale  of  produce         ...        ...        ...        ...  35 

Membership  2,520.  Turnover  £18^, ^yy. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies       ...  19 

Membership  1,395,  holding  685  acres. 
Eleven  societies  have  been  formed  since  our  last  Report  was 
issued.    The  Wensleydale  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.,  is  no  longer 
included  in  our  list,  as  it  has  become  a  branch  of  the  Wensleydale 
Pure  Milk  Society,  Ltd. 

Ninety  visits  have  been  paid  to  various  parts  of  the  Branch 
during  the  year  and  nineteen  lectures  have  been  given.  Organizers 
from  headquarters  have  repeatedly  visited  the  Branch. 


Societies  for  the  Purchase  of  Requirements  and 
Sale  of  Produce. 

Many  of  the  societies  in  the  Branch  show  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  turnover  in  1914  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  in 
spite  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  markets.  During  the  first  few 
weeks  of  the  war,  when  the  prices  of  almost  all  agricultural  re- 
quirements rose  rapidly,  most  of  our  societies  had  fairly  large 
stocks  on  hand.  They  were  content  to  dispose  of  such  stocks  to 
their  members  on  the  same  terms  as  in  normal  times,  and  thus 
they  were  the  means  of  preventing  to  some  extent  undue  rises  in 
prices  in  the  districts  covered  by  their  operations. 

The  Allendale  Farmers,  Ltd.,  completed  its  first  full  year's 
working  in  December  and  published  a  very  satisfactory  balance 
sheet,  showing  a  turnover  of  over  1,000.  The  supplies  dealt 
with  exceeded  the  Committee's  expectations,  and  additional  mac- 
hinery has  had  to  be  installed  during  the  year. 

The  Bishop  Auckland  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd., 
continues  to  make  progress.  It  has  extended  its  area,  which  now 
includes  Weardale,  and  shows  an  increase  in  trade  for  last  year 
from  ;^4,5i4  to  ^^6,4.88,  an  increase  of  nearly  ;^2,ooo. 

The  Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd.,  has  in- 
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creased  its  turnover  from  ^£^23,605  to  £2^jyig,  an  increase  ot 
over  ;^2,ooo. 

The  Calder  Vale  Agriculturists'  Trading  Society,  Ltd.,  has 
had  a  most  successful  year,  and  the  increase  over  last  year's  busi- 
ness is  more  than  ;^3,ooo.  This  society  has  paid  a  dividend  of  4d. 
in  the  pound  on  members'  purchases  and  a  bonus  to  workers. 

The  Heighington  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.,  also  shows  a  substantial  increase,  and  has  paid  a  bonus  to 
workers  and  a  dividend  of  4d.  in  the  £  on  members'  purchases. 

The  Kirkby  Malzeard  and  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd,, 
has  completed  its  first  full  year's  working  and  has  done  a  trade  of 
over  ;^3,ooo.  The  society  is  now  taking  over  an  old  established 
milling  business  in  the  district. 

The  North  Seaton  Co-operative  Farming  Society,  Ltd.,  has 
this  year  published  a  most  gratifying  balance  sheet  which  breaks 
all  its  previous  records.  The  society  has  a  unique  and  very  in- 
teresting history.  It  works  in  a  colliery  district  and  was  com- 
menced forty-two  years  ago.  The  miners  m  that  district  had  great 
difficulty  in  getting  milk,  and,  after  much  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject amongst  themselves,  they  decided  to  run  a  small  dairy  farm  on 
co-operative  lines.  A  society  was  formed  and  26  acres  of  land 
with  farm  house  and  buildings  were  rented  for  this  purpose.  Cows 
were  purchased  to  supply  milk  to  the  members  of  the  society,  and 
the  herd  now  comprises  23  high-class  animals.  Strict  records  are 
kept  of  the  yield  of  each  cow  so  that  the  society  is  in  a  position  to 
know  which  are  profitable  and  which  are  not.  The  sales  amounted 
to  over  £goo  last  year,  and,  besides  paying  interest  on  share 
capital  and  a  dividend  on  members'  purchases,  the  society  has  now 
a  reserve  fund  of  nearly  £4.00.  The  society  has  always  worked 
successfully,  but  recently  it  was  felt  that  its  business  could  be 
placed  upon  a  still  more  satisfactory  footing  by  being  brought  more 
closely  into  line  with  the  agricultural  co-operative  movement  as  a 
whole.  The  society  has  therefore  become  affiliated  to  the  A.O.S. 
with  a  view  to  adopting  our  model  rules. 

The  Swaledale  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.,  has  again  had  a 
successful  year  and  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  ;^5oo  on  the 
previous  year's  trade. 

The  Teesdale  Associated  Farmers,  Ltd.,  has  published  a 
balance  sheet  which  shows  a  large  increase  in  turnover. 

The  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society,  Ltd.,  has  now  extended 
its  operations  to  the  head  of  the  Wensleydale  Valley  by  amalga- 
mating with  the  Wensleydale  Farmers'  Association.  This  society 
has  depots  at  Northallerton,  Redmire,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Hull, 
Blyth,  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  Wharfdale  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd.,  has  done 
well  and  shows  a  large  increase  on  the  previous  year's  trade. 
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The  Whitby  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd., 
is  still  progressing  and  this  year  has  increased  its  trade  by  nearly 

;^2,000 

New  Societies. 

Of  the  eleven  new  societies  formed,  eight  are  for  the  supply 
of  requirements  and  the  sale  of  produce  and  three  for  the  holding 
of  land. 

Trading  Societies. 

The  North  West  Durham  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.,  with 
headquarters  at  Waterhouses,  commenced  trading  in  January, 
1914,  and  has  during  the  year  done  a  turnover  of  £i,ogo.  The 
society  is  now  making  every  effort  to  extend  its  work  and  has 
rented  a  large  depot  near  the  railway  goods  station.  As  time 
goes  on  it  will  no  doubt  grow  into  a  very  large  society. 

The  Ingleby  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd., 
started  work  in  an  isolated  district  in  Cleveland  in  May,  1914. 
Up  to  the  end  of  March,  1915,  a  turnover  of  £1,1^0  had  been 
reached  and  the  society  had  a  membership  of  sixty. 

The  Todmorden  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd., 
situated  on  the  Lancashire  border,  has  during  its  first  year  of 
business  done  a  trade  of  ;^4,ooo. 

The  Wortley  and  Tankersley  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd,,  is  another  which  has  just  published  its  first  balance  sheet. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  society  with  a  membership  of 
twenty-three,  has  done  a  turnover  of  £8ig  and,  after  paying  off 
all  preliminary  expenses,  has  been  able  to  put  £26  into  reserve. 
The  paid  up  capital  is  £6  15s. 

The  Crossgates  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association, 
Ltd.,  working  near  Leeds,  commenced  trading  at  the  end  of  May, 
1914.  It  has  now  a  membership  of  thirty  and  up  to  the  end  of 
December  had  done  a  trade  of  over  ;^Soo.  The  members  of  this 
society  state  that  they  have  derived  great  benefit  from  joint 
purchasing,  as  the  goods  dealt  with  by  the  society  have  been  sold 
to  members  below  local  prices. 

The  other  societies  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  which 
have  only  started  work  in  1915  show  great  promise.  These  are 
the  Chapeltown  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.,  and  the  Sowerby  Bridge  and  District  Dairy  Farmers'  and 
Milk  Dealers'  Association,  Ltd. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  movement  has  spread  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  especially  in  the  grazing  districts 
where  the  farms  are  small.  In  these  districts  the  farmers  are  large 
buyers  of  cattle  foods,  and  the  value  of  co-operation  in  the  purchase 
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of  these  requirements  has  been  proved  by  them  in  every  instance. 
Successful  trading  societies  are  now  working  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts :  Todmorden,  Hebden  Bridge,  Ripponden,  Sowerby  Bridge, 
Elland,  Wortley,  Chapeltown,  Crossgates,  Wetherby,  Otley, 
Darley,  Pateley  Bridge,  Harrowgate  and  Knaresborough. 

Small  Holdings  Societies. 

The  affiliated  small  holdings  societies  in  this  Branch  are  pro- 
gressing steadily.  The  largest  societies  are  situated  at  Ashington, 
Ferryhill,  and  Ryton,  and  hold  62,  86  and  250  acres  respectively. 

New  societies  have  been  formed  at  Newbiggin  and  Seaton 
Hirst,  and  another  is  in  process  of  formation  at  Bishop  Auckland. 
The  two  former  have  already  obtained  land  and  the  latter  is 
negotiating  with  the  Durham.  County  Council  at  the  present  time. 

Other  typical  societies,  which  have  been  able  to  secure  land  by 
forming  themselves  into  properly  registered  societies,  are  situated 
at  Barnsley,  Blyth,  Bridlington,  East  Ayton,  Morley,  Pickering, 
Pocklington  and  Tunstall. 

The  societies  at  Adwick-le-Street,  Driffield  and  Kilham  have 
been  unable  to  get  land  for  their  members  and  are  being  wound  up. 

Organizing  work  has  also  been  carried  on  amongst  the 
statutory  smallholders  under  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  societies  for  the  purchase  of  requirements,  the  co- 
operative disposal  of  produce  and  the  joint  ownership  of  im- 
plements will  be  the  result. 

Joint  Working  Between  Societies. 

Several  societies  in  the  Branch  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
advantages  presented  by  joining  with  other  societies  for  the  bulk- 
ing of  orders,  especially  in  the  seed  and  clover  and  seed  potato 
trade. 

Wool. 

As  a  result  of  the  successful  wool  scheme  carried  out  by  the 
Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association  in  191 3,  it  was  again 
decided  to  market  members'  wool  last  year  properly  classified  and 
graded.  The  total  amount  of  wool  sold  in  1914  was  93,071  lbs. 
realising  ;^4,52i  7s.  2d.,  as  against  67,456  lbs.,  realising 
;^3,458  13s.  in  191 3.  A  slight  alteration  in  the  working  of  the 
scheme  was  made,  only  a  10  per  cent,  sample  of  the  wools  of 
various  grades  was  sent  to  the  London  market,  the  remainder 
being  delivered  direct  to  the  purchaser  from  the  Malton  Wool 
Warehouse.    By  this  method  the  society  was  able  to  effect  a 
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considerable  saving  in  the  handling  of  the  wool  which,  of  course, 
was  of  benefit  to  the  members  participating  in  the  scheme. 

The  wool  was  sent  by  the  members  to  a  warehouse  which  was 
rented  by  the  society  at  Malton.  Here  it  was  properly  graded  and 
classified  before  samples  were  placed  on  the  London  Wool  Market. 
The  total  cost  of  dealing  with  the  wool  in  this  way  worked  out  at 
something  like  |d.  per  lb. 

Farmers  who  participated  in  this  scheme  during  the  last  two 
years  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  prices  obtained,  which 
were  considerably  higher  than  those  that  can  be  had  locally. 

That  there  is  great  scope  for  the  co-operative  marketing  of 
properly  graded  wool  in  the  area  covered  by  this  Branch  is  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  live  stock  returns,  which  show  that  over  two 
million  sheep  are  kept  in  the  three  counties. 

Inter-Relations  with  the  Industrial  Co-operative 

Movement. 

During  the  year  a  good  deal  of  interest  has  been  taken  by 
societies  in  this  Branch  in  the  matter  of  inter-trading  with  the 
Industrial  Co-operative  Movement.  A  conference  was  held  in 
Darlington  on  the  subject,  and  a  committee  comprising  members 
of  the  two  movements  was  formed,  and  is  now  working  with  a 
view  to  the  further  development  of  intertrading.  Some  of  the 
Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  in  the  Branch  already  eff'ect  a 
good  deal  of  trade  with  Distributive  Societies,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  as  time  goes  on  this  will  be  very  much  increased. 

Farm  Produce  for  His  Majesty's  Forces. 

Some  of  our  societies  in  Yorkshire  and  Durham  whose  mem- 
bers had  hay  for  disposal  have,  through  this  Branch,  been  put  into 
touch  with  the  County  Committees  and  the  Purchasing  Officers, 
the  result  being  that  large  quantities  of  hay  have  been  disposed  of. 
In  all  cases  the  Purchasing  Officers  have  bought  direct  from 
the  members,  to  whom  they  were  introduced  by  the  societies' 
managers. 

Co-operative  Insurance. 

The  majority  of  our  societies  in  this  Branch  have  now  taken  up 
agencies  for  co-operative  insurance  with  the  Agricultural  and 
General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 
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Foreign  Visitors  to  the  Branch. 

In  the  first  week  of  July,  1914,  an  important  deputation, 
organised  by  headquarters,  of  co-operators  from  the  Union  of 
Siberian  Co-operative  Associations  visited  this  Branch.  There 
were  about  28  in  number,  representing-  co-operative  societies  in  all 
parts  of  Siberia,  and  they  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Tchaykovsky, 
who  acted  as  interpreter,  and  Mr.  Balakshin,  President  of  the 
Union.  The  party  were  anxious  to  see  something  of  agricultural 
co-operation  in  this  country  and  also  wished  to  look  over  one  or 
two  small  farms.  When  visiting  this  Branch  they  were  conducted 
over  the  York  Equitable  Industrial  Society's  main  stores,  and 
expeditions  were  made  to  Brandsby,  where  the  Brandsby  Agri- 
cultural Trading  Association's  depot,  dairy,  and  piggeries  were 
inspected,  and  to  Northallerton,  to  see  the  dairy  of  the  Wensley- 
dale  Pure  Milk  Society.  While  at  Brandsby  the  party  visited  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Strickland  (the  Chairman  of  the  Brandsby  Society) 
and  saw  his  famous  herd  of  dairy  shorthorns,  and  at  Northallerton 
a  small  grass  farm  was  visited  and  the  stock  inspected. 

In  January,  191 5,  Mr.  Tadaatsu  Ishiguro,  Secretary  to  the 
Imperial  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  in  Japan,  who  is 
studying  co-operative  methods  in  this  country,  visited  the  Branch. 
He  was  specially  interested  in  the  scheme  for  the  co-operative 
disposal  of  wool  which  has  been  working  at  Brandsby  for  the  p^st 
two  years,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  him  to  visit  Brandsby 
in  order  to  obtain  full  details  of  the  working  of  the  scheme. 

Future  Developments. 

Several  agricultural  clubs  in  Yorkshire  are  desirous  of  linking 
up  with  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board,  and  visits  have 
already  been  paid  to  three  of  these  clubs  and  addresses  given  to 
the  members,  the  result  being  that  one  registered  society  has  been 
formed  and  two  more  are  now  considering  the  advantages  of 
affiliation  and  will  no  doubt  become  registered  shortly. 

A  scheme  is  also  on  foot  for  the  commencement  of  a  farmers' 
co-operative  society  in  the  immediate  district  of  York. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
NORTH  WESTERN  BRANCH  (Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  Cumberland  and  Westmorland). 

THE  COMMITTEE. 
Chairmaji. — R.  A.  Yerburgh,  Esq.,  M.P., 
Woodfold  Park,  Blackburn. 

Vice-Chairmafi. — W.  Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  Esq.,  D.L., 
Claughton  Hall,  Garstang. 

Colonel  Sir  E.  Cotton  Jodrell,  Bart.,  K.C.B.,  Reaseheath  Hall, 

Nantwich,  Cheshire. 
Mr.  A.  Allsebrook,  Link  Elm,  Malvern  Link,  Worcester. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Travis  Clegg,  Whalley  Abbey,  Whalley,  Lanes. 
Mr.  E.  G.  Howsin,  Isles  House,  Padiham,  Lanes. 
Mr.  J.  P.  T.  Jackson,  Wheelton,  Chorley,  Lanes. 
Mr.  E.  Marsh,  Bradley  Hall,  Grappenhall,  Cheshire. 
Mr.  George  Procter,  Old  Hutton,  Kendal,  Westmorland. 
Mr.  F.  B.  Punchard,  Fairbank,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Westmorland. 
Mr.  A.  Spedding,  Storms,  Keswick,  Cumberland. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Stones,  Castle  Station,  Lancaster. 
Captain  T.  C.  Toler,  Taxal  Lodge,  Whaley  Bridge,  Cheshire. 
Mr.  A.  Whitehead  (Co-operative  Union),  Holyoake  House,  Hanover 

Street,  Manchester. 
Mr.   R.  J.  M.  Wilson,  Barncroft,  Rainford  Road,  St.  Helen's, 

Lanes. 

Organizing  Secretary. — Mr,  S.  B.  Meyer. 
Offices. — County  Chambers,  Fishergate,  Preston. 

Telephone. — 179  Preston.         Telegrams. — Aos.,  Preston. 

The  Branch  was  inauguarated  in  19 13,  and  the  Committee  met  at 
Preston  on  six  occasions  during  the  year  under  review — April  ist, 
1914,  to  March  31st,  1915.  Mr.  H.  M.  Stones  now  represents  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  on  the  Committee 
in  place  of  Mr.  E.  Wharton  whose  services  were  very  much 
appreciated  while  he  was  in  the  district. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Barnard  (Small  Holdings  Commissioner)  has 
attended  several  of  the  meetings  by  invitation. 
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Branch  Consultative  Committee. 

By  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Branch  Executive 
Committee  on  January  26th,  1914,  a  Consultative  Committee  was 
constituted  consisting-  of  all  members  of  the  Branch  Executive 
Committee  (ex-officio),  two  representatives  from  each  society  in  the 
Branch  area  and  certain  officials  of  Public  Bodies  such  as  the 
County  Land  Agents  who  should  be  invited  to  attend. 

The  Consultative  Committee  met  for  the  first  time  on  May 
14th,  1914,  and  fourteen  societies  were  represented.  Discussion 
took  place  on  the  wholesale  supply  to  affiliated  societies  of  agri- 
cultural requirements,  co-operative  credit,  intertrade  between 
agricultural  and  industrial  co-operative  societies  and  other  matters. 

In  calling  together  the  Consultative  Committee,  the  Executive 
Committee  had  in  mind  that  it  would  provide  an  opportunity  for 
introducing  the  various  societies  to  one  another's  notice,  thereby 
encouraging  harmony  in  action  and  purpose.  This  aim  has  been 
realised  to  a  high  degree  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  never  previously 
have  the  relations  between  society  and  society  and  between  the 
societies  and  ourselves  been  better  than  at  the  present  time. 

Position  of  the  Movement  in  the  Branch  Area. 

The  societies  at  work  in  the  Branch  area  at  the  present  time 
may  be  divided  into  the  following  groups  : — 

1.  Societies  for  the  Purchase  of  Requirements 

and  Sale  of  Produce      ...  ...       ...  23 

2.  Dairy  Societies          ...        ...  ...        ...  4 

3.  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Societies...  4 

4.  Miscellaneous  Societies       ...  ...        ...  2 

Of  the  twenty-three  societies  in  group  i,  the  majority  have 
greatly  strengthened  their  position  during  the  past  year  and  now 
include  in  their  ranks  upwards  of  3,300  members  doing  a  combined 
turnover  of  more  than  ;^330,ooo.  It  is  important  to  notice  that 
this  trade  is  not  in  the  hands  of  a  few  very  large  societies.  An 
analysis  of  returns  shows  that  three  societies  had  turnovers  re- 
spectively of  ;^4o,ooo,  ;^72,ooo  and  14,000;  five  societies  had 
turnovers  of  between  ;^io,ooo  and  ;^20,ooo  ;  five  societies  had 
turnovers  of  between  ;^55000  and  ;^io,ooo  ;  five  societies  had  turn- 
overs of  between  ;^i,ooo  and  ;^5,ooo.  The  remainder  were  either 
below  000  in  turnover  or  were  more  or  less  inactive  or  infor- 
mation regarding  their  work  is  not  procurable. 

Four  societies  engage  in  the  milling  of  provender  for  the 
members'  use.  Probably  one  of  the  largest  plants  owned  by  any 
society  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  that  of  the  Preston  and  District 
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Farmers  Trading-  Society,  Ltd.,  at  Liverpool.  This  society  is  now 
supplying  a  number  of  other  societies  in  its  own  and  neighbouring 
counties. 

The  dairy,  smallholdings  and  allotments,  and  miscellaneous 
societies  continue  to  do  useful  work  in  their  respective  spheres. 

The  Lunesdale  Farmers'  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.,  is  now 
about  to  commence  work.  A  well-equipped  factory  has  been 
erected  at  Barbon  Station  on  the  Ingleton  IBranch  of  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway,  and  the  Committee  has  been 
guaranteed  large  supplies  of  milk,  cream  and  eggs.  A  reliable 
manager  has  been  appointed,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the 
society  doing  a  considerable  trade  from  the  commencement.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  work  of  this  society  will  serve  as  an  object  lesson 
to  the  farmers  in  other  parts  of  Westmorland  and  Cumberland 
and,  indeed,  interest  in  the  matter  is  already  evident  on  all  sides. 

New  Societies. 

The  number  of  new  societies  formed  during  the  year  has  not 
been  large,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  fact  that  since  August  the 
war  has  occupied  everybody's  attention  and  caused  the  farmers  in 
those  districts  where  organization  was  being  considered  to  post- 
pone carrying  out  their  intentions  until  conditions  are  again  normal. 
The  registration  of  two  societies  remains  to  be  recorded.  These 
are  :— 

1.  The  Westmorland  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd. 

This  association  was  the  outcome  of  propaganda  work  carried 
out  by  the  A.O.S.  Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Produce  Expert  in  the 
damson  growing  districts  of  Westmorland.  The  association, 
through  its  Secretary,  did  valuable  service  during  the  following 
season  by  stimulating  competition  on  the  local  market. 

2.  The  Goyt  Valley  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd. 

This  association  was  formed  amongst  members  of  a  pro- 
tective society  living  around  Marple  (Cheshire).  It  has  not  yet 
commenced  trading. 

A.O.S.  Audit  Scheme. 

Two  newly  registered  societies  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
offer  of  free  audit  for  two  years  made  by  the  A.O.S.,  and  several 
other  societies  have  been  given  assistance  in  book-keeping  and 
matters  relating  to  the  furnishing  of  the  Annual  Return  to  the 
Chief  Registrar. 
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Joint  Trading. 

The  registration  of  the  Farmers'  Central  Trading-  Board, 
Ltd.,  as  a  federation  of  agricultural  co-operative  societies  for 
wholesale  purchase  took  place  in  September,  1914,  and  a  number 
of  the  purchasing  societies  in  the  North  Western  Branch  have 
become  members. 

The  War  and  its  effect  on  A.O.S.  Work. 

The  effect  of  the  war  on  the  work  of  the  Branch  has  been 
twofold,  namely  : — 

1.  To  engross  people's  attention  and  consequently  to  lessen 

the  scope  for  active  propaganda  work. 

2.  To  emphasise  the  necessity  for  organization  in  the  distri- 

bution of  both  the  raw  materials  used  in  agriculture  and 
of  agricultural  produce  to  the  consumer.    The  difficult 
position  in  which  many  societies  have  been  placed  has 
revealed  weaknesses  in  the  movement  hitherto  unnoticed 
but,  has  also  demonstrated,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  the 
value  of  the  work  of  such  societies  to  the  farmer. 
Looking  at  the  situation  from  every  standpoint,  it  can  truly 
be  said  that  our  societies  have  come  through  the  crisis  so  far  with 
little,  if  any,  actual  damage  to  themselves,  thus  affording  still 
another  proof  of  the  solidity  of  their  foundations. 

Army  Contracts. 

On  the  outbreak  of  war  this  important  question  at  once  came 
into  prominence.  The  North  Western  and  the  North  Wales 
Branches,  acting  in  conjunction,  made  efforts  to  get  into  touch 
with  the  army  purchasing  authorities  and  bring  about  direct  sales 
from  their  affiliated  societies  to  the  War  Office,  but  the  results 
have  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  had  been  expected. 

The  situation,  however,  has  been  considerably  altered  for  the 
better  since  the  county  committees  were  set  up  and  an  alteration 
made  in  the  system  of  War  Office  purchase ;  a  few  societies 
have  secured  contracts,  the  produce  sold  being  hay,  oats  and 
cheese. 

Relations  with  Local  Authorities  and  Othfer 

Bodies. 

Westmorland  County  Council. 

During  the  year  a  grant  of  £2^  was  received  from  the  West- 
morland County  Council  towards  the  cost  of  a  series  of  lectures 
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and  visits  from  experts  within  that  county.  Mr.  Press  (Fruit  and 
Market  Garden  Produce  Expert)  lectured  at  Witherslack  and 
Kendal  in  May,  1914,  a  continuation  of  work  begun  earlier  in  the 
year  amongst  the  damson  growers  of  South  Westmorland.  As  a 
result  of  this  visit  the  Westmorland  Fruit  Growers'  Association^ 
Ltd.,  was  registered.  In  January  and  February  of  191 5,  Mr.  Allen 
(Egg  and  Poultry  Expert)  delivered  lectures  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
Firbank,  Heversham,  Tebay,  Bampton  and  Patterdale,  on  the 
**  Organization  of  the  Poultry  Industry."  All  the  above  lectures 
were  arranged  by  the  Director  of  Education  for  the  county  and 
good  results  are  anticipated  from  them.  Work  has  also  been 
done  in  Lunesdale  in  connection  with  the  organization  of  the 
Lunesdale  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.,  which  has  now 
commenced  work. 

Other  County  Authorities. 

Close  relations  with  the  County  Land  Agents  in  the  counties 
covered  by  the  North  Western  Branch  have  been  maintained  and 
consultations  with  the  newly  appointed  Live  Stock  Officer  for 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire  have  taken  place.  Attention  is  being 
given  to  the  question  of  registration  of  societies  for  live  stock 
improvement  when  the  conditions  under  which  grants  are  adminis- 
tered make  such  a  course  advisable. 

The  Newton  Rigg  Farm  School  (Cumberland  and  Westmor- 
land Joint  Committee)  has  been  visited  and  a  lecture  has  been 
given  to  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Students'  Society. 

Railway  Companies. 

Interviews  have  taken  place  at  intervals  with  the  officials  of 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  to  whom  we 
and  the  societies,  on  whose  behalf  representations  have  been 
made,  are  much  indebted  for  assistance  and  courtesies  rendered. 

Lancashire  Farmers'  Association. 

Twenty  Branch  Meetings  of  this  Association  have  been 
attended  during  the  year,  when  addresses  have  been  given  on 
different  aspects  of  our  work  and  valuable  assistance  and  advice 
have  been  received  from  the  secretary  of  that  Association  from 
time  to  time. 

Co-operative  Union. 

Assistance  has  been  freely  rendered  by  the  Co-operative 
Union  in  promoting  inter-trade  between  industrial  co-operative 
societies  affiliated  to  them  and  agricultural  co-operative  societies 
affiliated  to  ourselves. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
NORTH  WALES  BRANCH  (Anglesey, 
Carnarvon,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Merioneth  and 
Montgomery). 

THE  COMMITTEE. 

President — The  Lord  Boston. 
Llig-wy,  Moelfre. 

Chairman — Colonel  The  Hon.  R.  Stapleton-Cotton, 
Llwynon,  Llanfair  P.G.,  Ang-lesey. 

Lady  Boston,  Lligwy,  Moelfre. 

Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (Co-operative  Union),  Holyoake  House,  Hanover 

Street,  Manchester. 
Mr.  Evan  R.  Davies,  Education  Offices,  Carnarvon. 
Mr.  D.  H.  Davies,  Rorsedd  Fawr,  Chwilog. 
Lieutenant  Rupert  Williams  Ellis,  Glasfryn,  Chwilog. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Evans,  Bodowen,  Rhosneigr. 
Colonel  W.  A.  Fox  Pitt,  Presaddfed,  Bodedern. 
Mr.  J.    Owen  (Small  Holdings   Commissioner),  White  House, 

Bersham,  Wrexham. 
Colonel  Sandbach,  Caerllo,  Abergele,  Denbighshire. 
Sir  Harry  Reichel  (Principal,  University  College  of  North  Wales), 

Bangor. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson  (L.  &  N.  W.  Railway),  Chester. 

Lady  Williams,  Borth  Wen,  Penrhyndeudreth,  Merionethshire. 

Mr.  S.  Williamson  (Cambrian  Railway  Company). 

Professor  White  (University  College  of  Wales),  Bangor. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Evans  (Economic  Adviser  to  Mr.  David  Davies,  M.P.)^ 

The  Offices,  Llandinam. 
Mr.  Griffith  Jones,  B.Sc.  (Agricultural  Organizer  for  Anglesey). 
Mr.  W.  Hopkins  Jones  (Agricultural  Organizer  for  Denbigh  and 

Flint). 

Mr.  R.  N.  Jones  (Live  Stock  Officer  for  North  Wales). 

Organizing  Secretary — Mr.  E.  W.  Jones. 
Offices — Cathedral  Buildings,  Bangor. 


Telephone — No.  128. 


Telegrams — Aos.,  Bangor. 
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As  a  result  of  the  war  a  considerable  impetus  has  been  given  to 
the  agricultural  co-operative  movement  in  the  North  Wales  Branch 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  under  review.  This  is  shown 
very  plainly  by  the  increased  membership  and  the  increased  turn- 
over of  the  societies.  The  value  of  co-operation  has  never  been 
more  evident  to  farmers  than  this  year  when  they  saw  the  prices  of 
all  feeding  stuffs  advancing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  At  a  time  of 
crisis  such  rises  in  price  must  necessarily  take  place  under  ordinary 
trade  conditions  unregulated  by  co-operative  action.  In  those  dis- 
tricts in  North  Wales,  where  there  was  no  agricultural  co-operative 
society  to  exercise  a  counteracting  influence,  the  rise  in  prices  was 
naturally  the  most  marked,  and  we  are  glad  to  record  that  requests 
have  reached  us  from  such  districts  for  help  in  the  formation  of 
societies.  It  has  also  been  very  gratifying  to  feel  the  amount  ot 
good  the  movement  has  indirectly  effected  in  the  steadying  of  prices. 
Societies  have  experienced,  and  are  still  experiencing,  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  their  supplies,  but  as  their  members  become 
accustomed  to  placing  their  orders  a  good  time  in  advance  this 
difficulty  will  be  overcome. 

Societies  have  warmly  welcomed  the  assistance  which  the 
Branch  has  been  able  to  render  them.  Small  and  newly  formed 
societies,  in  particular,  often  stand  in  need  of  expert  advice  in 
dealing  with  the  problems  with  which  they  are  confronted  in  their 
work,  and  this  is  more  than  ever  the  case  in  the  present  critical 
times.  To  take  an  example  of  the  help  which  has  been  rendered, 
a  considerable  amount  of  negotiation  has  been  carried  on  with 
railway  companies  on  behalf  of  our  affiliated  societies  with  refer- 
ence to  the  provision  of  depots.  Lack  of  capital  has  in  the  past 
rendered  it  impossible  for  many  societies  to  secure  accommo- 
dation of  this  nature  which  they  require,  but  as  tbe  result  of  the 
recent  negotiations,  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  have  adopted  the  principle  of  erecting  depots  for 
societies  where  necessary,  the  latter  to  pay  a  reasonable  interest 
on  the  outlay. 

Committees  have  been  appointed  in  each  county  in  the 
area  with  the  objects  of  furthering  the  interests  ot  the  movement 
and  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  its  work. 

New  Societies. 

During  the  period  under  review  six  new  societies  have  been 
registered,  of  which  some  particulars  may  be  given  : — 

1.  Banwy  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 

This  society  is  situated  in  the  northern  corner  of  Montgomery- 
shire, in  a  district  which  is  severely  handicapped  by  the  want  of 
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transport  facilities,  Banwy  Valley  being  eighteen  miles  from 
Welshpool.  A  great  deal  of  time  which  could  be  more  usefully 
employed  has  to  be  spent  by  the  farmers  in  journeying  to  and  fro 
between  their  farms  and  the  markets. 

Mr.  Charles  Garfitt,  Y  Gelli,  Llanerfyl,  was  the  prime  mover 
in  forming  the  above  society,  as  also  the  Caereinion  Farmers' 
Association.  He  is  a  very  enthusiastic  co-operator  and  is  now  en- 
deavouring to  overcome  the  transport  difficulty,  which  we  have 
mentioned,  the  formation  of  a  separate  society  to  deal  with  the 
matter  being  under  consideration.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  utility  of  such  a  society  if  it  could  once  be  launched,  and  its 
work  would  also  do  much  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  Banwy 
Valley  Society. 

2.  Caereinion  Valley  Farmers'  Association. 

This  society  is  also  situated  in  Montgomeryshire  and  has  its 
registered  office  at  the  terminus  of  the  narrow  gauge  railway  from 
Welshpool.  It  only  started  trading  during  November,  1914,  and 
at  present  is  turning  over  about  £100  per  month.  It  is  fortunate 
in  having  Mr.  Maurice  Evans  as  its  honorary  secretary,  whose 
previous  business  experience  eminently  qualifies  him  for  the  man- 
agement of  its  affairs.  At  present  the  members  have  no  depot  of 
their  own,  but  the  Cambrian  Railway  Company  have  allowed  them 
the  use  of  part  of  their  warehouse,  and  this  suffices  for  their 
present  needs. 

3.  The  Trawsfynydd  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 

in  Merionethshire,  started  trading  in  July  and  had  a  turnover  up 
to  December  of  over  £600. 

4.  The  Manod  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 

also  in  Merionethshire,  was  only  registered  in  January,  1915.  Its 
members  are  chiefly  small  holders,  a  number  of  whom  work  part 
of  their  time  in  the  slate  quarries.  The  formation  of  the  society 
was  a  direct  outcome  of  the  high  prices  which  were  charged  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  ;  the  experience  at  this  time  of  the 
agriculturists  of  the  district  convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of 
taking  measures  to  obtain  their  requirements  as  economically  as 
possible. 

5.  The  Anglesey  Bee-keepers'  Association 

was  registered  on  March  5th,  1915,  and  has  not  yet  started  its 
work,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  society  will  be  able  to  encourage 
small  holders  and  cottagers  to  take  up  the  industry  of  bee-keeping, 
and  to  assist  them  in  disposing  of  their  produce  to  the  best 
advantage. 
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New  Developments. 

The  Mona  Bacon  Factory  and  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd., 
although  it  is  not  a  new  society,  represents  a  new  develop- 
ment. The  society  existed  previously  as  the  Mona  and  District 
Live  Stock  Association,  and  its  chief  work  was  to  endeavour 
to  improve  the  breed  of  pigs  in  the  island.  This  work  is 
still  continued,  but  the  members  have  lately  altered  their 
rules  so  that  they  can  undertake  bacon-curing  in  addition  to 
their  former  business.  The  present  time  is  unfortunately  not 
very  favourable  for  starting  a  bacon  factory  on  account  of  the 
very  high  price  of  pigs.  There  is,  however,  a  great  demand 
for  the  offals  in  the  industrial  districts,  and  practically  the 
whole  of  the  products  of  the  factory  are  sold  to  industrial 
societies.  Several  visits  to  the  bacon  factory  have  been  paid 
by  the  managers  of  the  Midland  industrial  societies  who  have 
expressed  satistaction  with  what  they  saw.  It  will  however  be 
some  time  before  a  sufficient  quantity  can  be  obtained  of  the 
class  of  pig  required,  and  this  is  essential  for  the  complete 
success  of  the  factory.  During  the  four  months  after  its  establish- 
ment, its  sales  amounted  to  £1,08^^  and  it  had  stock  to  the  value 
of  ;^853  on  December  30th. 

The  Anglesey  Productive  Society,  which  was  only  registered 
in  January,  1914,  has  already  achieved  excellent  results.  Im- 
mediately on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  it  was  realised  what  useful 
services  could  be  rendered  by  the  society  in  securing  supplies  of 
hay  and  oats  for  His  Majesty's  Forces.  It  was  some  time  before 
the  society  was  placed  in  a  satisfactory  position  to  execute  con- 
tracts, but  this  was  eventually  done,  and  between  October  and  the 
end  of  December  the  society  sold  oats  and  hay  to  the  approximate 
value  of  ;^2,ooo.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  direct  trading 
has  proved  highly  advantageous  in  the  Government  and  public 
interest  both  in  regard  to  the  cheapness  and  the  quality  of  the  goods 
supplied.  It  appears  that  in  Austria  the  military  authorities  draw 
largely  on  co-operative  societies  for  their  supplies  of  fodder  and 
other  requirements,  etc.,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  this  country  the 
advantage  of  thus  obtaining  bulked  supplies,  while  intermediate 
profits  are  eliminated,  will  become  more  and  more  recognised* 

The  Maelor  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society. 
This  society  has  increased  its  turnover  from  £8,ggo  in  191 3  to 
approximately  5,000,  and  has  lately  opened  Grocery  and 
Provision  Stores.  This  branch  of  its  work  is  carried  on  quite 
separately  from  that  which  deals  with  the  supply  of  agricultural 
requirements.  The  Domestic  Requirements  Branch  started  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  the  business  they  are 
already  doing  appears  to  justify  this  new  departure. 
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New  Depots. 

New  depots  have  been  built,  and  others  are  being  put  up,  by 
the  Lleyn  Society,  the  Eifionydd  Society,  the  North  West  Anglesey, 
and  the  Anglesey  Eastern  Society.  Several  other  societies  are 
handicapped  for  want  of  depots  and  are  endeavouring  to  place 
themselves  in  such  a  position  that  they  may  be  able  to  afford  their 
establishment. 

Labour. 

The  supply  of  agricultural  labour  in  North  Wales  has  long 
been  inadequate  but  is  now  more  so  than  ever,  and  the  resulting 
problem  is  felt  to  be  especially  serious  in  view  of  the  desirability 
of  increasing  production  and  adding  to  our  home  grown  food 
supplies.  Endeavours  are  being  made  to  induce  societies  to  obtain 
motor  ploughs  and  other  farm  machinery  for  the  use  of  their  mem- 
bers, but  as  the  farmers  feel  that  in  any  case  they  require  horses 
to  do  work  which  cannot  be  done  by  machinery,  they  are  reluctant 
to  adopt  the  newer  methods.  No  doubt,  however,  progress  will 
be  made  in  the  future  in  this  direction,  and  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  a  more  extended  use  of  machinery,  once  it  is 
introduced,  will  be  quickly  appreciated. 

Eggs  and  Poultry. 

Increasing  interest  is  being  taken  in  this  branch  of  farming, 
more  especially  in  the  improvement  of  breeds  of  poultry  and  in  the 
general  methods  of  poultry  keeping.  The  Anglesey  Egg  Col- 
lecting Depot  has  largely  increased  its  collection  of  eggs.  On  the 
31st  December  the  total  for  the  year  was  1,179,323. 

Wool. 

The  demand  for  wool  since  the  outbreak  of  war  has  greatly 
increased.  Several  societies  have  taken  up  the  question  of  the 
classing  and  sorting  of  wool  and  various  consignments  have  been 
placed  on  the  London  Wool  Exchange,  with  the  result  that  the 
farmers  have  obtained  an  increased  price  for  their  wool,  in  some 
cases  as  much  as  3d.  per  lb.  A  great  deal  remains  to  be  done 
before  farmers  receive  the  best  prices  for  this  commodity. 

Credit. 

There  are  no  Credit  Societies  in  North  Wales,  and  yet  a 
system  of  cheap  credit  is  the  chief  need  of  the  farmers.    It  is  fre- 
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quently  stated  that  farmers  are  doing  well  in  consequence  of  the 
war,  but,  generally  speaking,  this  is  not  the  case.  Their  live  stock 
has  increased  in  value,  but  at  the  same  time  ,  the  price  of  feeding 
stuffs  has  also  shown  so  great  an  increase  that  the  margin  of  profit 
is  not  large.  At  a  critical  period,  such  as  that  through  which  we 
are  passing,  farmers  would  be  in  a  much  better  position  to  tide 
over  their  difficulties,  and  to  cope  with  the  special  problems  with 
which  they  are  confronted,  if  they  had  better  credit  facilities. 
Especially  if  they  are  to  increase  their  live  stock  and  generally 
enlarge  their  farming  operations,  easier  access  to  capital  becomes 
essential.  This  is  a  subject  which  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of 
attention  in  the  Branch,  but  it  has  not  yet  proved  possible  to  put 
into  working  any  scheme  for  the  better  provision  of  credit. 

The  war,  while  rendering  the  need  of  the  farmers  for  credit 
more  imperative  than  ever,  at  the  same  time  adds  to  the  difficulty 
of  bringing  into  operation  any  system  which  would  adequately 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  situation.  The  Branch  Committee, 
however,  feel  that  at  the  present  time  every  effort  should  be  made 
in  this  as  in  the  other  directions  mentioned  above,  in  order  that 
the  agricultural  industry  in  their  area  may,  by  its  further  develop- 
ment, subserve  the  national  interests  to  the  fullest  possible  extent, 
and  may  attain,  through  its  better  organization,  a  permanently 
higher  level  of  efficiency  and  prosperity. 
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FIRST  REPORT  OF  THE   SOUTH  WALES 
BRANCH. 

THE  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman — W.  J.  Percy  Player,  Esq.,  J. P.  The  Quarr,  Clydatch 

on-Tawe. 

Breconshire. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Glanusk,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  Glanusk  Park, 
Crickhowell. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  Davies,  Aberyskir  Rectory,  nr.  Brecon. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Mitchell,  Glyncelyn,  nr.  Brecon. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Parry  de  Winton,  Glyngarth,  Brecon. 

Cardiganshire. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Williams,  Gwynva,  Tregaron. 

Mr.  Augustus  Brigstocke,  Blaenpant,  Eastbourne. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Davies,  Aberystwyth. 

Carmarthenshire. 

Mrs.  Gwynne  Hughes,  Tregyb,  Llandilo. 
Sir  Stafford  Howard,  K.C.B.,  Cilmaenllwyd,  Llanelly. 
Colonel  W.  Gwynne  Hughes,  Glancothi,  Nantgaredig,  Carm. 
Mr.  Ben  John,  Plasybedw,  Clynderwen. 
Mr.  H.  Jones-Davies,  Glyneiddan,  Nantgaredig,  Carm. 
Sir  James  Hills  Johns,  V.C.,  G.C.B.,  Dolaucothi,  Llanwrda, 
Carm. 

Mr.  Thomas  Thomas,  Caeffair,  Llangennech. 

Glamorga7i  shire. 

Mr.  D.  Lleufer  Thomas,  Derlwyn,  Whitchurch,  Cardiff. 

Mr.  T.  W.  James,  Goat  Street,  Swansea. 

Mr.  W.  Meyler  Thomas,  Ynysyplwm,  Llantrissant,  Glam. 

Mr.  Hopkin  LI.  Prichard,  Penrice  Estate  Office,  Reynoldstone. 

Mr.  John  M.  Randall,  Bridgend  Glam. 

Mr.  Llewelyn  David,  Maesgwyn,  Port  Talbot. 

Mr.  C.  D.  Thompson,  Wenvoe  Estate,  nr.  Cardiff. 

Mr.  G.  Lipscomb,  Margam  Estate  Office,  Port  Talbot. 

Pembrokeshire. 

Mr.  F.  Lort  Phillips,  Lawrenny,  Carew,  Pembroke. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Rees,  Stokes,  Tenby. 

Mr.  Victor  J.  Higgon,  Sealyham,  Wolf's  Castle,  Pembroke. 
Radnorshire. 

Mr.  C.  Venables  Llewelyn,  Llysdinam,  Newbridge-on-Wye. 
Mr.  David  Thomas,  Llwynon,  Builth  Wells. 
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Monmouthshire. 

Major-General  Sir  Ivor  Herbert,  Bart.,  C.B.,  C.M.G.,  M.P., 

Llanarth  Court,  Raglan,  Mon. 
Mr.  John  Owen,  Whitehouse,  Bersham,  Wrexham. 
Mr.    E.  Goulbourn,   London    and  North-Western  Railway, 

Swansea. 

Organizing  Secretary. — Mr.  Walter  Williams. 
Offices. — 40,  High  Street,  Brecon. 
Telephone. — Brecon  69.  Telegrams. — Aos.,  Brecon. 

As  a  result  of  a  meeting-  held  at  Swansea  in  December,  191 3, 
when  a  resolution  was  passed  that  a  Branch  of  the  A.O.S.  should 
be  formed  for  the  South  Wales  Counties  and  Monmouthshire, 
efforts  were  made  to  obtain  an  income  from  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions amounting  to  £2^0  a  year  and  guaranteed  for  three  years. 
This  sum  was  subsequently  reduced  to  ;^2oo,  and  the  object  in 
view  had  nearly  been  attained  when  the  war  broke  out  in  August 
last.  In  consideration  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  larger 
number  of  subscriptions  at  the  present  time,  the  Governors  of 
the  A.O.S.  sanctioned  the  formation  of  the  Branch  at  a  meeting 
held  on  December  nth,  1914.  The  Provisional  Committee  met  at 
Swansea  on  January  19th  last,  and  took  the  necessary  steps  for 
its  establishment.  It  was  decided  that  the  Provisional  Committee 
should  continue  their  work  as  the  Branch  Committee,  with  power 
to  add  to  their  number.  Offices  have  been  taken  at  40,  High 
Street,  Brecon. 

General. 

The  movement  in  South  Wales  still  continues  to  make  pro- 
gress. The  period  since  the  war  broke  out  has  been  one  of  trial, 
but  the  societies  have  stood  the  test  well.  In  fact  the  movement 
has  had  a  new  impetus  as  a  result  of  the  war.  It  has  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  agricultural  community  more  than  ever  by 
steadying  prices.  There  were  over  six  thousand  farmers  who 
were  members  of  our  societies  in  the  Branch  area  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1914.  Everyone  of  these  has  felt  the  benefits  of  co- 
operation during  the  last  half  of  last  year. 

Greater  attention  is  given  to  the  sale  of  produce.  Several 
societies  have  taken  up  the  selling  side  : — 

Clynderwen  disposes  of  eggs  and  butter. 

Cardigan  disposes  of  hay  and  oats. 

Llanybyther  disposes  of  butter  and  eggs. 

Llandyssul  disposes  of  butter. 
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Newcastle  Emlyn  disposes  of  butter. 
Solva  disposes  of  corn. 
Gower  disposes  of  live  stock. 

West  Glamorgan  Farmers'  Association  disposes  of  milk. 
Haverfordwest  disposes  of  corn. 
The  last  named  society  sold  over  3,000  bushels  of  oats  to  the 
Army  early  in  the  year,  and  Cardigan  160  tons  of  hay.  j 

All  these  societies  were  started  originally  to  purchase 
requirements. 

South  Wales  farmers  have  good  markets  for  produce,  but 
those  situated  far  from  the  populous  centres  cannot  supply  these 
markets  without  co-operation. 

Societies  that  have  made  a  success  of  the  purchasing  side  are 
also  the  ones  that  make  the  selling  side  a  success. 

Purchasing  seems  to  be  the  foundation  on  which  all  other 
activities  are  to  be  built  in  the  area  of  this  Branch. 

There  are  45  depots  connected  with  the  60  societies  in  the 
Branch.  A  large  number  of  the  societies  are  connected  up  with 
the  telephone,  and  by  this  means  they  often  communicate  with  one 
another  with  a  view  to  taking  joint  action  in  buying  or  selling. 

Judging  from  the  present  position  of  the  Branch,  one  can 
safely  say  that  there  is  a  great  future  to  it. 

To  sum  up  it  is  safe  to  say  that  without  these  agricultural  co- 
operative societies,  in  many  of  the  grass  districts  of  South  Wales, 
prices  of  farm  requirements  would  be  much  higher  than  they  are, 
and  there  would  have  been  a  much  greater  reduction  of  farm  stock 
than  has  taken  place. 

Work  of  the  Societies. 

Societies  for  the  Purchase  of  Requirements. 

During  the  period  under  review  five  new  societies  were 
registered  and  three  were  in  course  of  formation.  The  outbreak 
of  the  war  has  undoubtedly  checked  the  formation  of  new 
societies,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  has  had  the  effect  of  consoli- 
dating those  already  established.  The  Carmarthen  Farmers^ 
Co-operative  Society  has  again  shown  good  progress  in  the  year 
1914.  The  sales  valued  ;£'ioo,82i,  and  the  membership  stood  at 
1,419,  that  is  to  say,  an  increase  of  ;^8,930  in  sales,  and  70 
in  membership,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  society 
has  made  steady  progress  annually  in  both  sales  and  membership 
since  1905,  the  year  in  which  it  was  started,  when  the  members 
numbered  251  and  the  sales  amounted  to  ;^5,9io  19s.  od. 

The  sales  of  the  Clyjiderwen  and  District  Farmers'  Association 
in  1914  were  ;£'4 1,460  and  membership  472.    This  society  has 
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numerous  activities  including  a  butter  factory  and  an  eg-g  depot. 
It  has  a  branch  depot  at  Clarbeston  Road,  which  has  proved 
inadequate  for  the  volume  of  trade,  and  the  building  of  additional 
premises  is  under  contemplation. 

In  1914  the  sales  and  membership  of  some  of  the  other 
societies  in  the  Branch  area  were  as  follows: — 


Haverfordwest    Agricultural  Co-operative 

Sales 

Membership 

Society  ... 

;^24,285 

318 

Pembroke   and  District  Agricultural  Co- 

operative Society 

8,118 

211 

Vale  of  Tivy  Agricultural  Society  ... 

11,814 

Llandyssul  Agricultural  Society 

236 

Newcastle  Emlyn  Agricultural  Society 

12,916 

567 

Llandovery  and  District  Agricultural  Co- 

operative Society 

4,699 

I  I  I 

Pumpsaint  and  District  Agricultural  Co- 

operative Society 

6,042 

100 

West  Breconshire  Society  ... 

10,656 

211 

Whitland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  ... 

6,348 

90 

Gower  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society 

5,856 

172 

Llangadock  and  District  Agricultural  Co- 

operative Society 

5,411 

152 

West   Glamorgan    Farmers'  Association 

(Year  ending  November  30th,  1914)  ... 
Llanelly  and  District  Farmers'  Society  ... 

2,500 

90 

15,166 

300 

Pontardawe  ... 

5,215 

135 

Llanybyther  ... 

6,948 

70 

As  a  result  of  the  high  prices  ruling  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  numbers  of  farmers  who  had  previously  remained  outside  the 
co-operative  movement,  but  who  were  living  in  localities  where 
societies  are  situated,  have  now  become  members.  The  societies 
have  been  invaluable  to  farmers  during  the  period  under  review, 
especially  (i)  in  keeping  down  the  prices  of  feeding  stuffs,  seeds, 
etc.,  at  the  lowest  possible  level,  and  (2)  in  ensuring  that  pur- 
chasers obtain  the  best  possible  value  for  their  money. 

Dairy  Societies. 

The  Vale  of  Towy  Dairy  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  dealt 
with  130,293  gallons  of  milk  in  1914  as  compared  with  125,685  in 
1913.  The  sales  in  1913  were  to  the  value  of  ;63,236,  and  in  1914 
to  the  value  of  ;£^3,95o,  and  the  number  of  members  at  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  was  162.  This  is  a  society  which  has  passed 
through  trying  times,  but  backed  by  the  loyalty  of  the  members, 
the  committee  feel  that  they  may  look  forward  to  a  better  year  in 
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1915-  With  the  g-eneral  rise  in  prices,  the  price  of  cheese  has 
also  advanced,  and  this  no  doubt  will  be  advantag-eous.  A  large 
amount  of  whole  milk  is  sold  through  the  society,  and  the 
sale  of  milk  is  a  more  profitable  trade  than  the  sale  of  cheese. 
Winter  dairying  has  not  been  carried  on  to  a  sufficient  extent  in 
the  area  served  by  the  society  to  enable  it  to  work  all  the  year 
round  ;  but  Mr.  Sugden,  the  manager,  is  hoping  that  the  members 
will  be  able  to  supply  sufficient  milk  next  winter  to  render  this 
possible. 

The  West  Glamorgan  Partners'  Association  is  the  only  other 
society  in  the  area  of  the  Branch  which  deals  with  milk  on  co- 
operative lines.  Until  recently  this  society  had  no  depot,  but  they 
finally  decided  to  rent  a  shop,  where  the  members'  milk  will  be 
retailed.  They  will  also  run  their  own  carts  henceforth  instead  of 
selling  to  milk-dealers.  Their  area  includes  the  populous  and 
thriving  district  of  Clydach-on-Tawe  in  the  Swansea  Valley,  and 
the  destinies  of  the  society  have  been  guided  for  many  years  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  South  Wales  Branch,  Mr.  W.  J.  Percy  Player, 
whose  business  experience  has  been  invaluable  to  the  members. 
As  a  result  of  the  society's  work,  the  members  have  been  enabled 
to  sell  their  milk  at  satisfactory  prices  for  many  years. 

Egg  and  Poultry  Societies. 

The  Boncath  and  District  Poulty  and  Produce  Society  is  situated 
in  a  district  where  there  is  yet  ample  scope  for  developments,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  society  may  see  its  way  to  start  branch  depots 
at  an  early  date. 

The  Granston  and  District  Egg  Collecting  Depot  has  been  very 
successful  from  the  beginning  of  its  career,  and  its  eggs  have  a 
g^ood  name  in  the  market.  The  committee  intends  to  increase  the 
scope  of  the  work  of  the  society  by  opening  sub-depots  extending 
along  the  road  from  Fishguard  to  St.  Davids. 

Besides  these  two  depots  which  deal  entirely  with  the  sale  of 
eg"gs  and  poultry,  the  Clynderwen  and  District  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion and  Llanybyther  Agricultural  Society  also  sell  eggs  for  their 
members,  and  the  Gower  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  intends  to 
add  egg  collecting  to  its  other  activities  during  1915. 

Small  Holdings  Societies. 

All  the  small  holdings  societies  in  the  area  of  the  Branch  are 
situated  in  Glamorganshire. 

Three  of  them  occupy  land  as  follows  : — 

Birchgrove  Small  Holdings  Association       ...    521  acres 
Barry  Small  Holdings  Association     ...        ...     184  ,, 

Cadoxton  Small  Holdings  Association        ...    102  ,, 
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The  Birchgrove  Small  Holdings  Association,  which  wishes  to 
rent  another  loo  acres  of  land,  has  effected  a  trade  to  the  value  of 
;^95o  up  to  December  31st,  1914.  The  society  paid  5  per  cent,  on 
share  capital  and  2^  per  cent,  bonus  on  purchases  in  1914. 

The  Barry  Small  Holdings  Association  sold  goods  to  the  value 
of  £2^3  to  the  members  in  1914,  and  made  a  net  profit  of  £14.  los. 
on  the  year's  working.  This  association  has  a  Credit  Bank  in 
connection  with  it.  Loans  to  the  value  of  £^7  ^7^-  were  made 
during  the  year,  and  3s.  was  repaid.    There  was  a  profit  of 

£3  4s.  9d.  on  the  year's  working. 

Wool  Organization. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Venables  Llewelyn,  a  member  of 
the  Branch  Committee,  literature  on  wool  organization  has  been 
forwarded  to  every  member  of  the  local  committees  of  the  Brecon 
and  Radnor  Farmers'  Union.  Breconshire  has  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  sheep  of  any  of  the  Welsh  counties,  Merionethshire  is 
second,  and  Radnor  comes  third.  The  Union  has  about  600  mem- 
bers, many  of  whom,  especially  of  those  in  Breconshire,  are 
already  members  of  co-operative  trading  societies,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  question  of  the  co-operative  sale  of  wool  will  be 
taken  up  in  time  by  the  farmers  in  these  two  counties. 

Glamorganshire  County  Council. 

A  Joint  Sub-Committee  on  Agricultural  Co-operation  was 
formed  by  the  Glamorganshire  County  Council  in  September,  191 4. 
This  committee  consists  of  representatives  of  the  Glamorgan 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  the  University  College,  Cardiff,  the 
Agricultural  Committee  of  the  Council,  and  the  Small  Holdings 
Committee.  A  scheme  for  rural  development  which  was  presented 
to  the  committee  at  its  first  meeting  included  the  recommendation 
that  the  A.O.S.  should  be  granted  a  sum  of  £2^  to  enable  it  to 
hold  twenty  meetings  in  the  county,  and  as  a  result  of  those  meet- 
ings which  have  so  far  been  held,  four  societies  for  the  supply  of 
requirements  have  been  formed. 
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SOUTH    EASTERN    COUNTIES  BRANCH 
(Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex). 

The  need  for  the  formation  of  a  Branch  to  include  the  counties 
of  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex  has  for  some  time  past  been  receiving- 
attention,  not  only  on  account  of  the  number  of  already  existing 
societies  (amounting  to  39)  in  that  area,  but  also  on  account  of  the 
many  openings  which  present  themselves  for  further  org^anization 
in  the  South  Eastern  Counties. 

Work  of  Existing  Societies. 

The  largest  trading  society  in  the  area,  the  South  Eastern  Coun- 
ties Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  increased  its  turnover  from 
;^29,237  in  1914  to  ;£^35,o65  during  the  past  year.  The  Horsham 
and  West  Sussex  Society,  after  a  long  and  hard  struggle  in  a  very 
difficult  district,  showed  a  much  improved  position  in  its  last  re- 
port, whilst  amongst  others  of  the  larger  societies  the  Guildford 
and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers,  in  Surrey,  and  the  Yalding  and  Mid- 
Kent  Farmers,  in  Kent,  continue  to  do  good  work. 

Amongst  the  smaller  societies  several  have  shown  greatly  in- 
creased activity.  For  instance,  the  Tonbridge  Small  Holders'  and 
Allotment  Society  increased  its  turnover  from  ;^io  to  ;^452  mainly 
by  the  sale  of  produce.  Whilst  the  Staffhurst  Wood  Society,  on 
the  Kent  and  Surrey  borders,  showed  an  increased  turnover  of 
;;^433,  and  the  Otford  Agricultural  Co-operative  Trading  Society, 
Ltd.,  a  society  formed  among  the  tenants  on  the  estate  of  the 
Otford  Small  Holders,  Ltd.,  has  had  a  turnover  of  £2^2,  mainly 
derived  from  the  letting  out  for  the  use  of  its  members  the  imple- 
ments, etc.,  which  it  owns. 

A  newly  formed  society,  amongst  the  small  fruit  and  vegetable 
growers  in  the  Hartley  district  of  Kent,  has  made  a  most  promis- 
ing start  and  bids  fair  to  do  much  better  in  the  near  future. 
Another  newly  formed  society  for  dealing  with  market  garden  pro- 
duce, which,  however,  has  not  yet  commenced  trading,  is  the 
Glynde  and  District  Federation  of  Growers,  formed  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Viscountess  Wolseley  to  help  the  growers  in 
the  Glynde  district  of  Sussex,  in  whose  welfare  she  takes  a  keen 
interest. 

Openings  for  Organization. 

Some  of  the  principal  openings  for  co-operation  may  be 
mentioned  : 

The  wool  industry  is  of  some  importance  in  the  counties  in 
question  ;  one  has  only  to  think  of  the  Romney,  Dunge,  Walling, 
and  other  marshes  in   Kent,  with  their  teeming  flocks  of  long 
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woolled  sheep,  and  the  Southdowns  with  the  famous  short  woolled 
breed  of  that  name,  to  perceive  what  an  admirable  field  should  be 
afforded  for  wool  grading-  and  for  the  organization  of  the  market- 
ing of  wool.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  at  the  moment 
flock-masters  are  inclined  to  take  no  steps,  because  of  the  high 
prices  wool  is  fetching  at  the  present  time,  forgetful  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  questionable  if  these  prices  will  always  continue,  and  also 
that  they  might  get  higher  prices  even  to-day  by  the  adoption  of 
the  best  methods  of  marketing. 

The  production  of  milk  is  very  large,  particularly  in  Surrey 
and  Sussex,  and  there  are  not  wanting  signs  that  dairy  farmers  are 
becoming  alive  to  the  need  for  co-operative  action. 

In  many  districts  fruit  and  vegetable  growing  are  industries 
employing  much  capital  and  labour,  and  judging  by  the  results 
achieved  in  other  districts,  there  is  a  wide  field  for  co-operation 
amongst  the  growers  of  Kent  and  the  adjoining  counties. 

Close  attention  is  being  given  to  the  poultry  industry,  which 
is  an  important  branch  of  work,  particularly  in  Sussex. 

Formation  of  a  Branch. 

Preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  towards  the  formation  of 
the  proposed  Branch.  Amongst  those  who  interest  themselves 
in  the  matter  are — The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  The  Earl  of  Darnley, 
Lord  Middleton,  Lord  Hythe,  Captain  H.  H.  Spender-Clay,  M.P., 
the  Hon.  Laurence  Hardy,  M.P.,  Mr.  O.  E.  d'Avigdor  Goldsmid, 
D.L.,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Weston.  The  establishment  of  the  Branch 
has  now  received  the  sanction  of  the  Governors,  and  it  is  hoped 
its  organization  will  shortly  be  complete.  Enquiries  may  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  H  W.  Christie,  Organizing  Secretary,  Castle 
Hill  Farm,  Tonbridge. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Governors, 

R.  A.  YERBURGH,  President, 

S.  BOSTOCK,  Chairmaji. 

J.  NUGENT  HARRIS,  General  Secretary. 
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APPEN 

THE  AGRICULTURAL 

Registered  i-jth  September^  igis,  Pursuant  to  Section  so  of  the  Companies 


Statement  of  Accounts  for  the 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT— HEAD 

Previous  Year's 
Figures. 


1913-14. 


r 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

6, 146 

7 

0 

Salaries 

6,098 

9 

10 

550 

10 

9 

Kent,  Kates,  laxes  and  Insurance... 

613 

2 

6 

173 

1 1 

5 

Housekeeping,  Cleaning,  Lighting 

and  tuel 

183 

.19 

5i 

432 

7 

2 

Furniture,  Fittings,  etc. 

173 

9 

3 

2, 164 

18 

9 

Travelling  and  Maintenance 

1,790 

6 

6 

305 

19 

0 

,,                 ,,  Governors 

231 

14 

9 

344 

7 

3 

General  Printing  and  Stationery  ... 

307 

15 

Hi 

97 

5 

8 

Special  Printing  and  Duplicating  ... 

21 

6 

5 

178 

Q 

8 

Journal  (Printing  and  Postage) 

22"^ 

ID 

/ 

152 

3 

1 1 

Annual  Reports  (Printing) 

65 

7 

0 

112 

14 

0 

Kules  and  Leaflets  (      ,,  ) 

35 

3 

0 

101 

9 

9 

Minutes  (Printing)  ... 

45 

17 

9 

50 

1 1 

0 

Office  Requisites  ... 

04 

9 

I 

226 

12 

5 

Postages 

224 

I 

4 

42 

13 

Telegrams  and  Telephone  ... 

41 

14 

34 

1 1 

3 

Literature 

26 

7 

6 

12 

7 

0 

Carriage 

8 

18 

9 

7 

5 

7 

Repairs 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

12 

0 

Insurance  Stamps 

15 

4 

0 

1 1 

Advertising 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Advertisements  repaid  to  the  late 

N.P.O.S  

22 

1 1 

6 

19 

I 

0 

Subscriptions... 

25 

5 

8 

5 

14 

8 

Law  Charges  ... 

28 

17 

6 

53 

15 

5 

Contribution  to  Egg  Train  Expenses 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Audit  Fees  of   Affiliated  Societies 

29 

5 

6 

0 

0 

0 

estimated  outstanding 

200 

0 

0 

1 1 

18 

r 

Bank  Interest... 

3 

6 

9 

43 

5 

10 

Sundry  Office  Expenses 

65 

2 

6^ 

;^ii,28o  13  5 


;£"io>545    8  i 
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DIX  A. 

ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY. 

{Consolidation)  Act,  igo8,  by  License  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

I    Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1915. 


OFFICE  AND  BRANCHES 

Previous  Year's 
Figures. 


1913-14. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Income. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

,723 

0 

1 1 

Subscriptions  ... 

1,782 

13 

0 

76  18 

4 

Donations 

56 

18 

6 

224 

6 

9 

Affiliation  Contributions 

262 

16 

3 

98 

6 

Advertisements  — Journals  (A.O.S. 

andN.P.O.S.)   

82 

10 

3 

39 

18 

0 

Advertisements — Report 

44 

0 

9 

5 

0 

5 

Sale  of  Journal 

1 1 

0 

10 

8 

8 

2 

Sale  of  Literature 

2 

.S 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Bank  Interest  (Interest  received  on 

Deposit  Account  now  closed) 

J3 

10 

7 

,175 

18 

10 

Total  Income 

2,255 

15 

5 

1,104 

7 

Expenditure  in  excess  of  Income  to 

Grant  Account 

8,289 

12 

8 

;£l  1,280    13  5 
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GRANT 

Previous  Year's 
Fig-ures. 

1913-14-  . 
^      s.    d.  £      s.  d.  ^ 

1,268    1    9      Amount   refunded  to  His  Majesty's  i| 
Treasury  during  the  year   ...        ...     394    8  y; 

9,104  14    7      Expenditure    over    Income   as  per 

Revenue  Account   8,289  8 

394    8    5      Balance  Surplus  as  per  Balance  Sheet  1,710    7  4 


£10,^6^]    4    9  ;^iOj394    8  5 


BALANCE  SHEET 

Previous  Year's 
Fig-ures. 

ri^'^^d.         LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES.      £     s.  ^• 
43  17    3      Sundry  Creditors,  estimated     ...        ...    200    o  o 

Subscriptions  received  in  advance  for 
the  financial  year   commencing  April 
Tst,  1915  :—  £   s.  d. 

357    I    6      Subscriptions     ...        ...        187  15  o 

797      Affiliation  Contributions  7  14  o 
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408    8    4      Total  Liabilities  ...        ...        ...        ...    395    9  o 

394  8  5  Balance  surplus  as  per  Grant  Account 
to  be  refunded  to  His  Majesty's 
Treasury        ...        ...        ...        ...  1,710    7  4 


£802  16    9  £2,ios  16  .  4 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1908,  1  have  to  report  that  I  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  dated 
31st  March,  191 5,  and  that  I  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanation; 
I  have  required,  and  I  further  report  that  in  my  opinion  the  Balance  Sheet 
properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  tht 
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ACCOUNT. 

Previous  Year's 
Figures. 
1913-14. 
£        S.  d. 

k  1.267    4    9  ' 


2,000  o  o 
7,500    o  o 

;^io,767    4  9 


Balance  surplus  as  per  last  Balance 
Sheet  

Grants  received  during  the  year 
covered  by  this  Account : — 

£    s.  d. 

Small  Holdings  Account  2,000  o  o 
Development  Fund  ...   8,000    o  o 


£    s.  d. 

394    8  5 


10,000 


;^io,394    8  5 


31st  March,  1915. 


Previous  Year's 
Figures. 
1913-14. 

£  s.  d. 

000 


55  18 
247  o 
499  18 


ASSETS. 

Furniture  and  Fittings  (written  off 
through  Revenue  Account  on  pur- 
chase) ... 

Owing  for  Advertisements 

Cash  in  hand 

Cash  at  Bankers  : — 

£     s.  d. 

Received  in  respect  of  March, 
1915,  banked  in  April,  1915,  4,046   7  10 
Less  overdraft  ^1,156  5  2 
Cheques  out- 
standing ...     1,080  4  4 

  2,236   9  6 


£ 


o  o 

48  18 

247  o 


^802  16  9 


fSAMUEL  BOSTOCK,  \ 
.^'i,nea)  FITZHERBERT-BROCKHOLESj 


,809  18  4 
i^2,io5  16  4 


Governors. 

J.  NUGEN  r  HARRIS,  General  Secretary. 

Company's  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  the  information  and  explanations 
given  to  me  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Company. 

(Signed)  H.  HOLTON  STURGES,  F.C.A., 

Of  Messrs.  Haiber,  St  urges  &  Eraser , 
3jth  May,  igi^.  /,  Guildhall  Chambers,  Bast nghall  Street,  E.G. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

STATISTICS     OF    AGRICULTURAL  CO- 
OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 
Registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies'  Acts  at  the  31st  December,  1914. 

In  previous  Annual  Reports  of  the  A.O.S.  it  has  been  customary 
to  publish  an  Appendix  giving-  details  of  Agricultural  Co-operative 
Societies  registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies' 
Acts,  with  particulars  of  the  membership  and  turnover  of  the 
various  societies. 

In  view  of  War  conditions  and  the  need  for  general  economy 
in  administering  the  funds  of  the  Society  it  has  been  decided  not 
to  publish  these  particulars,  which  represent  over  twenty  pages  of 
closely  printed  matter,  this  year.  The  information,  however,  will 
be  available  at  the  Head  Office  of  the  A.O.S. ,  and  details  can  be 
furnished  to  members  on  application  to  the  General  Secretary.  A 
summary  of  the  figures  is  appended  hereto. 


Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies 
SUMMARY 


COUNTY. 

SOCIETIES  FOIt  PURCHASE 
OF  REQUIREMENTS. 

EGG  AND  POULTRY. 

DAIRY. 

No. 
of  So- 
cieties 

No.  of 
Members 

Sales. 

No. 
of  So 
eietie 

No.  of 
3  Member 

Sales 

No. 
of  So 
cietie 

.    No.  of 
5  Members 

Sa'.es 

ENGLAND. 

£ 

I 

206 

2,976 

Berkshire 

I 

34 

2oo 

I 

00 

722 

Bucking'hcimshire 

7 

404 

1,023 

42 

325 

V 

Cambridgfeshire 

3 

172 

9' 745 

I 

103 

1*357 

Cheshire 

o 

1059 

^32>7i ' 

1 

542 

14,874 

Cornvva.ll 

2 

98 

774 

2 

141 

34.619" 

Cumberland... 

4 

433 

26,808 

Derbyshire 

I 

8 

I 

39 

327 

2 

68 

8,069 

j-.'c vc/iisiiii  c  ...  ., 

3 

155 

3*429 

M^\Jl  oC^LoLlll  c:  . . .               . . . 

D 

257 

2,9»^ 

3 

»73 

3,020 

I 

107 

31.399 

Durham 

5 

575 

24,0^« 

Essex... 

3 

201 

20,797 

I 

116 

99*436 ' 

Gloucestershire 

o 

^59 

07*947 

3 

225 

3.283 

1 

224 

31.964 

Hampshire 

13 

1,194 

I401 104 

1 

06 

997 

Herefordshire 

Hertfordshire 

I 

40 

668 

1 

T-T  iin  1 1  n  o*H  r,n  siVi  i 

i 

Kent 

0 

193 

11*595 

2 

109 

1*533 

Lancashire 

1 1 

1^524 

147,103 

I 

18 

4.720 

Leicestershire 

4 

373 

20,369 

.Ltf  lij  v..  V^i  1 1  oilli  ^ . . .  ... 

I 

37 

1,009 

London 

141 

37*564 

I 

1 73 

84,021 

XTA  lUUlC^oV^^         ...                  .  .  . 

Monmouthshire 

1 2 

J«3 

I 

10 

100 

Norfolk 

3 

155 

0,^00 

Northamptonshire  ... 

Northumberland 

- 

3 

457 

'5.484 

Nottinghamshire 

I 

700 

I 

47 

Oxfordshire... 

07 

2,  I  10 

I 

»4 

1,020 

Shropshire 

2 

550 

03,300 

2 

0 1 

070 

5 

310 

4*455 

2 

337 

6,448 

I 

112 

8,748 

Staffordshire 

2 

96 

4,962 

I 

22 

4 

5 

238 

27.564 

Suffolk 

3 

1,476 

315*504 

I 

751 

36,497 

48 

5.IOI 

Surrey 

•? 
0 

0'-''+ 

22.J.10 

Sussex 

■3 
0 

/ 10 

4.7,  ^04. 

Warwickshire 

I 

26 

675 

2 

56 

1,774 

Westmorland 

3 

449 

5,422 

I 

85 

Wiltshire   

13 

533 

4*31  I 

6 

567 

7,993 

I 

569 

120, 185 

Worcestershire 

2 

1 14 

3,647 

Yorkshire  ... 

23 

1,967 

95,703 

I 

40 

710 

7 

248 

57,576 

Total— England . . . 

146 

15,086 

1.284.477 

29 

2*775 

64,849 

37 

3.708 

566,900 

WALES. 

Anglesey 

c 
0 

036 

19,989 

I 

55 

5*521 

Brecknockshire 

4 

347 

14,250 

9 

1*438 

36,264 

Carmarthenshire 

8 

3*152 

192,788 

I 

162 

2,736'' 

Carnarvonshire 

4 

399 

13*327 

Denbighshire 

3 

136 

2,899 

Flintshire 

3 

505 

32,528 

Glamorganshire 

1 1 

073 

21,  107 

i 

Merionethshire 

9 

586 

15*049 

JMontgomery  shire 

5 

504 

14*770 

Pembrokeshire 

6 

794 

44*740 

2 

199 

2,708 

Total— Wales  ... 
GRAND  TOTAL 

68 

9,170 

+07*711 

3 

254 

8,229 

 ! 

38  ' 

162 

2.736 

214 

'\ 

24,256 

1-692.188 

32 

3*029  [ 

r3*078' 

3*870 

569.636 

registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1914. 


SMALL  HOLDINGS  AND  ALLOTMENTS. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Sales 
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Landlor.l> 

£ 

£ 

5 

OOD 
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1  4 

q8 

TDD 

b4 

1  1  f\c\ 
1 ,  1 
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420 

^,.554 

661 

23 

13 

\ 

28 

-2*7 

2 

26 

2 

80 

6 

— 

54 

4 

— 

88 

lO 

333 

551 

/ 

327 

20 

8 

31 

19 

14 

T 

369 

— 

35 

17,994 

8 

2,243 

178 

152 

047 

3 

719 

2,161 

"5 

6 

4Q2 

145 

7 

I'XQ 

2 

0 '  0 

70  2q8 

I 

30 

Q 

0 

5 

33° 

6 

57 

571 

42 

486 

52 

97 

35 

29 

22 

3 

160 

116 

2,335 

34 

4 

473 

36 

109 

2,561 

8,277 

2 

8 

14 

I 

20 

I 

27 

204 

i6 

661 

1,721 

«*3 

260 

2 

CO 

X 

t;o8 

41 

41 

v) 

I 

26*7 

27 

105 

6c 

560 

3 

134 

75 

A 
•+ 

A  "^T 

4-^7 

D 

4-^ 

I 

14 

— 

1  I 

972 

239 

27 

451 

I 

67 

4 

325 

393 

1,900 

429 

491 

149 

184 
8 

36,636 

6 

272 

781 

15 

316 

I 
I 

34 

3,804 

4 

542 

68 

/  0 

86 

I 

303 

22,762 

10 

472 

93 

45 

3 

79 

444 

*  170 

15,078 

7,770 

5,404 

6,613 

37 

5,033 

163,453 

2 

77 

1,771 

I 

43 

986 

9 

202 

1.379 

1,078 

9 

202 

1,379 

1,078 

3 

120 

2^757 

179 

15,280 

9.149 

5,404 

7,691 

40 

5,153 

166,210 

46 


27 


27 
919 


)2   I  1,382 


34 


34 
1,416 


No 

of  So- 
cieties 

No  of 
mem- 
bers 

Loans 
granted 
during  tlu 
year 

No. 

of  So- 
cieties 


No.  of 

Members 

Turnover 

r 

X' 

f 
A) 

-3 
0 

to 

Q7 

10 

C06 

^,668 

0,'-"-"-' 

7 

529 

1,202 

2 

121 

1  4 

C7Q 

2 

I  2 

QO 

18 

I  4.c6 

10 

2,290 

147,622 

6 

26c 

4 

26,808 

6 

IQC 

8,411 

c 

2Q7 

J 

T  /I 

2  I 

1 .7Q7 

I  2 

yov 

2 

69 

163 

9 

42c 

1 20,402 

I  I 

13 

1 .  "^7 1 

141,188 

5 

1 1 

2C8 

30 

4.,'^CC 

1  C2.24.7 

1 

6c 

2 

20 

1  I 

867 

71,296 

I 

36 

8 

■+ 

«;8 

I  sQ 

17 
/ 

698 

13,858 

I  ^ 

0 

1,584 

151,945 

2 

CQ 

2 

I  I 

947 

20,428 

-+ 

III 

140 

8 

308 

1,243 

13 

3,348 

129,971 

2 

185  1  - 

3 

50 

343 

-I 
0 

78 

184 

7 

260 

6,690 

68 

IQ 

779 

502 

/ 

965 

15,484 

I 

5 

14 

8 

1,018 

49,004 

0 

27 

15 

6 

,78 

3,151 

7 

765 

64,131 

13 

1,229 

19,676 

8 

356 

32,530 

2 

35 

25 

8 

2,324 

357,127 

4 

82 

32 

r8 

1,418 

22,902 

8 

1,167 

47,697 

24 

2,254 

39>234 

5 

542 

5,422 

27 

1,975 

136,609 

4 

52 

57 

1 1 

1,01 1 

26,552 

44 

2,806 

154,433 

465  42,572 


768 

347 
1,438 
3,314 
442 
136 

505 
902 
586 
504 
993 


87  9,935 


552  52,507 


2,087,674 

27,281 
14,250 
36,264 
195,524 
14,313 
2,899 
32,528 
22,219 
15,049 
14,770 
47,448 

422,545 


2,510,219 
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APPENDIX  C. 


DONATIONS   AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


ENGLAND. 


Subscriber's  Name. 

BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Chibnall.  A.  B. 

Duncombe,  Colonel  W, 
Edmunds  C.  C. 
Glyn,  Major  Geoffrey,  D.S  O 
MUls,  J.  T  


1914. 


1914. 


Donations.  Subscriptions. 


£    8.  d 


d. 


BERKSHIRE. 

Bate,  F  

Berkshire  County  Council 
Brownlow,  Gen.  Sir  Charles,  G.C.B. 
Clutterbuck,  Rear  Admiral,  W.  R. 
Fitzgerald,  Sir  Maurice  and  Lady  . , 

Russell,  H.  H.   

Strauss,  E.  A.,  M.P  

White,  F.  M.  J  

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Astor,  W.,  M  P. 
Hay,  Admiral  Lord  J ohn 
hby,  The  Hon.  C.  S. . . 
Rothschild,  The  Lord. . 
Rothschild,  The  Lady 
Vansittart-Neale,  Sir  H.  J.,  C.B. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Banhara,  G.  A. 
Claphara,  J.  H. 
Gardner,  Miss  A.  Dunn 

CHESHIRE. 

Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  Sir  E.  T.  D.,  K.C.B. 
Crewe,  The  Marquis  of,  K.G. 
Gladstone,  H.  N. 

Marsh,  E  

Stamford,  Trustees  of  the  Earl  of 
Stapledon,  Mrs. 
Westminster,  The  Duke  of  . . 

CORNWALL. 

Bolitho,  T.  R  

Coode,  R.  C.    . .        . . 
Falmouth,  The  Viscountess  . . 


20    0  0 


0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

I 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

i) 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

10 

10 

0 

9 

o 

L 

A 

u 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

I 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

•2 

0 

25 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Total 
£    s.  d. 


4  17  0 


35    7  0 


21    0  0 


2    5  0 


52    5  0 


4    4  0 


Carried  forward 
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Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 
CUMBERLAND. 

Denman,  The  Hon.  R.  D.,  M.P  

Ormandy,  J.    . . 
Thompson,  R.  Heywood 

DERBYSHIRE. 

Burdett.  Sir  F.,  Bart.   

Derby  Co-operative  Provident  Society,  Ltd. 
Merchant,  E.   . .        . .        . .        . .  I 

Raphael,  Sir  H.  H.,  Bart.,  M.P  

Rutland,  The  Duke  of 

Walker,  Sir  Peter,  Bart-   

Waterhouse,  Mrs. 

Whitehead,  F  

DEVONSHIRE. 

Acland,  Sir  C.  Thomas  Dyke,  Bart. 

English,  A.  E.,  CLE  

Harrison,  Gen.  Sir  R.,  G.C.B.,  C.M.G.    . . 

Hodge,  H  

Keeling,  Guy  W. 
Lopes,  Sir  Henry,  Bart. 
Mount-Edgcumbe,  The  Earl  of,  G.C.V.O. 

Scott,  Lieut. -Col.  F.  T.  H  

Spry,  T.  H  

White-Thomson,  Colonel  Sir  R  


DORSETSHIRE. 

Alington,  The  Lord  . . 

Baker,  Sir  Randolf,  Bart.,  M.P.     . .  ' 

Beaufoy,  Mark 

Bernard,  The  Rev.  Canon 

Digby,  The  Lord   

Eldon,  The  Earl  of  

Fryer,  H.  C  

Glyn,  Sir  R.  G.,  Bart  

Goodden,  J.  R.  P  

Guest,  Capt.  The  Hon.  F.  E,,  M.  P. 

Ismay,  J.  H.  . . 

Kennard,  S.  B. 

Lees,  Sir  Thos.  E.  K.,  Bart. 

Manger,  A.  T,   

Pelly,  Sir  Harold,  Bart  

Portman,  The  Viscount        . .        . . 
Peto,  Sir  Henry,  Bart. 
Poriarlington,  The  Dowager  Countess 
Salisbury,  The  Marquess  of,  G.C.V.O. 
Shaftesbury,   Brigr.-Gen.,    The  Earl 

K.P.,  K.C.V.0  

Wingfield-Digby,  F.  J.  B  


1914. 
Donations. 
£    8.  d. 


1914. 

Subscriptions.  Total. 
£    8.  d.     £    s.  d. 
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10 
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1 
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3 
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2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

41 


?8    9  6 


Carried  forward 


137  14    0    192    0  0 
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Subscriber's  Name. 


Brought  forward 

Wynford,  The  Lord  

Williams,  Colonel  Sir  R.,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Wilson,  R.  Percy 

DURHAM. 

Birtley  &  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Gray,  Wm.  C  

Stobart,  H.  G  

ESSEX. 

Brooke,  Charles  E.     , .        . .        . .        . . 

Hamilton,  Sir  D.  M  

Housden,  H.  J. 

Strutt,  The  Hon.  E.  G  


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Baker,  G.  Lloyd 
Bathurst,  Captain  Chas.,  M.P. 
Bennett,  Major  E.  E. 
-  Bristol  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Hicks-Beach,  W.  F  

Jenkins,  D.  H.  P  

Nixon,  W. 

Price,  M.  P  

Quenington,  The  Viscount,  M.P. 
Tidswell,  R.  J. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Barton,  Harry  S. 
Bostock,  S. 
Canning,  A.  R. 
Clough,  A.  H.  and  Miss 
Churcher,  George 
Cooper,  Sir  George,  Bart. 

Dunn,  A.  M  

Darling,  Sir  Charles  J. 
Eyre,  Miss  Penelope  . . 
Firth,  Rev.  E.  H. 
Fryer,  Capt.  C.  G.     . . 
Hannen,  Reg.  . . 
Heathcote,  Lt.  Col.  G.  R. 
Lucas,  The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord 
Malmesbury,  The  Earl  of 
Manners,  The  Lord  . . 

Mills,  J.  D  

Nicoll,  J.  R  

Normanton,  The  Earl  of 
Northcote,  H.  H.  S.  . . 
Parker,  The  Lady 

Pulteney,  K  

Rawstorne,  H.  F. 


1914. 
Donations. 
&    s.  d. 


0  10  0 


1914. 
SubscriptioBS. 

£    s.  d. 
137  14  0 
2    0  0 
15    5  0 
1    0  0 


Total. 


1  1  0 

2  2  0 
2    0  0 


1    1  0 

1    0  0 


1  0  0 

5  5  0 

1  0  0 

1  0  0 
1 
I 

1  0  0 

I  I  0 

1  1  0 

1  1  0 


0  0 

1  (i 
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3 
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0 

0 

2 

6 
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0 
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1 

0 

10 

0 

0 
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0 

I 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

I 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

192 


8.  d. 

0  0 


—    155  19  a 


3  0 


16  0 


—      14    9  0 


Carried  forward 


89    5    6    375    7  (> 
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Subscriber's  Name 

Brought  forward 
Shelley,  Sir  John  C.  E.,  Bart. 
Stilwell,  J.  Pakenham 
Thresher,  Commander  W.    . . 
Wellington,  The  Duke  of     . . 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Clive,  Captain  P.  A.,  M.P.  . . 
Rankin.  The  late  Sir  J.,  Bart. 
Riley,  J  

HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Cooper  &  Nephews,  Messrs.  W. 

Fordham,  E.  O  

Hickman,  J.  O. 
Linnell,  Miss  Isabelle 
Lytton,  The  Earl 
Prichard- Jones,  Sir  J.,  Bart. 
Smith,  A.  H  

KENT. 

Ashford  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . . 

Berry,  W.  W  

Bumaby- Atkins,  J.  T. 
Cleveland-Stevens,  Lt.  E.  C. 

Cornwallis,  F.  S.  W  

Darnley,  The  Earl  of   

Hardy,  The  Right  Hon.  Laurence,  M.P.  . . 
Hicks 

Lansd'ell,  Rev.  H.,  D.D. 

Moore,  H.  E  

Norman,  A.  C. 
Simmons,  Major  P.  W. 
Swanzy,  F. 

Warde,  Colonel  C.  E.,  M.P  

LANCASHIRE. 

Ashton,  The  Lord 

Ashton-under-Lyne  Working  Men's  Co-op- 
erative Society,  Ltd- 

Bennett,  W  

Blundell,  F.  N  

Cardwell-Gardner,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.  . . 
Cavendish,  The  Lord  Richard 
Co-operative  Union,  Ltd. 

Derby,  The  Earl  of,  K.O  

Derby,  The  Countess  of 

Feilden,  Capt.  J.  H  

Fitzherbert-Brockholes,  W.  . . 
Greenall,  Sir  Gilbert,  Bart.,  C.V.O. 
Henriques,  D.  Q. 
Lees,  Eric  B.   . . 

Lever,  Sir  W.  H. ,  Bart  


1914. 
Donations. 
£    s.  d. 


Subscriptions.  Total. 

£    8.  d.     £    s.  d. 
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7    1  0 
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Carried  forward 


93  17    0    519  18  0 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

Lyon,  Lt.-Col.  C  

Ormrod,  Major  Peter.. 

Bothwell,  R.  R  

Rutherford,  Col.  J.,  M.P.     . . 
Sefton,  The  Earl  of    . . 
Shuttle  worth.  The  Lord 
Stapleton-Bretherton,  F. 

Sidlow,  R  

Storey,  H.  L  

Sykes,  Col.  Alan  J.,  M.P.    . . 

Tatton,  R.  A  

Toxteth  Co-operative  Provident 

Ltd  

Yerburjrh,  R.  A.,  M.P. 


1914. 
Donations. 
£    8.  d. 


1914. 
Subscriptions. 


Society, 


LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Great  Wigston  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. , 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Foster,  The  Rev.  Canon 
Grote-Joyce,  Mrs. 
Mclnnes,  D .    . . 
Massingberd,  S. 
Sutton-Nelthorpe,  R.N. 

Turnor,  C  

Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.,  Bart. 


LONDON. 

AUen,  A.  A.,  M.P.  .. 

Ardwall,  The  Lady  . . 
Ashton,  J.  W. 
Barbour,  H.     . . 
Barne,  Major  Miles   . . 
Barnes,  W.  T. 
Barrymore,  The  Lord 
Beadnell,  Major 
Beale,  Lady 
Bouverie,  H.  H.  P.    . . 
Branford,  Mrs.  Victor 
British  South  Africa  Company 
Brooke-Smith,  Miss   . . 
Buccleuch,  Duke  of    . . 
Buxton,  C  Roden 
Chilean  Nitrate  Committee 
Cheney,  E.  J.,  C.B.  .. 
Crawford,  Sir  R.  F.    . . 
Clarendon,  The  Earl  of 
Coats,  Mies  L. , . 
Colville,  The  Lady     . . 
Cross,  H  S  

Carried  forward 
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34 
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Total, 
£  8. 

519  18 


237  10  0 


1    1  0 


21  13 


77 


Subscriber's  Name. 


Brought  forward 
Dick,  Captain  Quintin 
Drivers,  Jonas  &  Co  . . 
Drage,  G. 

Foote,  R.  J  

Forster,  Colonel  J.  F. 
Greening,  E.  Owen    . . 
Gull,  Sir  W.  Cameron,  Bart. 
Hambleden,  The  Viscount 
Hambleden,  The  Viscountess 
Holmes,  Gen.  Sir  T.  H. 
Howard,  W.  F. 
J ephson,  Mrs. 
Kinnaird,  The  Lord  . . 
Lancaster,  Sir  William 
Lucas,  The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord 
Lyell,  The  Lady 
L'Estrange,  Rev.  A.  G. 
Maconathie,  Mrs. 
Martin,  J.  E.  H. 
Martin,  Sir  R.  B. 
Morrison,  W.  . . 

Myers,  W.  S  

Neilson,  W.  M. 
Ormond,  The  Lady    . . 
Parker,  Charles  S. 
Piggott,  W.  P. 
Prior- Wandesforde,  R.  H 
Radford,  George 
Rathbone,  Miss  M. 
Ross,  J. 

Rural  Housing  Organisation  Society,  Ltd. 

Ryde,  E  

Seton-Karr,  The  late  Sir  H. 
Sinclair,  The  Lord 
Stancomb- Wills,  Miss 
Surveyors'  Institution,  The 
Symeonides,  P.  M. 
Tennant.  Mrs.  . . 
TidsweU,  H.  R. 
Tumor,  Algernon,  C.B. 
Vaughan,  P.  R. 
Vivian,  H. 

Vesey-Filzgerald,  J.  V. 
Wemyss,  The  late  Earl  of 
Whitaker,  Mrs. 
Wilkins,  Mrs.  Roland 
Williams,  Miss  A.  A. . . 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  The  Lord 
Wilson,  Sir  James,  K.C.S.I. 

Wood,  A  

Young,  G.  W. 


Donations    Subscription.  Total 


1    0  2 


£ 

s. 

d. 

34 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

I 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

I 

0 

I 

6 

6 

10 

10 

0 

2 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

100 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

6 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

Q 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

a 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 
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1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

lu 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

I 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

215    1  S 


Carried  forward 


995    3  8 


78 

Subscriber's  Name.                                          Donations.  Subscriptions.  Total. 

£    8.  d.  £    8.  d.     £    8.  d. 

Brought  forward       . .        . .  995    3  8 

MONMOUTH. 

Bosanquet,  S.  C   2    2  0 

Cory,  Sir  J.  M.  Clifford    1    i  0 

Curre,  Col  Edward   5    0  0 

Harries,  Col.  J.H   100 

Haslam,  Lewis,  MP.                                      '  2    0  0 

Herbert,  Major-Gen.  Sir  Ivor,  Bart.,  M.P., 

C.B.,  C.M.G   2    2  0 

Herbert,  Sir  Arthur   10  0 

Llangattock,  The  Lord        . .        . .        . .  5    0  0 

Tredegar,  The  Lord   500 

Perry -Herrick,  Mrs.  S.  M   110 

  25    6  0 

NORFOLK. 

Buxton,  Noel,  M.P   10  10  0 

Day,  H.  A   2    2  0 

Norwich  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.          . .  110 

 13  i;i  0 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Beauford,  H.  W   110 

Manfield,  H.,  M.P   10  10  0 

Manfield,  J   10  10  0 

Osgood,  Mrs.  Irene    ..        ..        ..       ..  110 

  23    2  0 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Ashington  Industrial  Co-operative  Society, 

Ltd                                      ..       ..  110 

Balden,  Jno.   10  0 

Hunting,  C.     . .        . .        . .        . .  ..550 

Mortimer,  Ralph  O.  E   110 

Northumberland,  The  Duke  of       ..        ..  10    0  0 

Ridley,  The  Viscount   25    0  0 

Runciman,  The  Right  Hon.  Walter,  M.P.  2    2  0 

  45    9  0 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

Chermside,  Lt.  Gen.  Sir  H   10  0 

Portland,  The  Duke  of,  K.G   10  10  0 

  11  10  0 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

Berkeley,  Mrs   2    0  0 

Cross,  F.  J.  K.    loo 

Curtler,  W.  H.  R   0    3  0 

Hall,  A.  C   10  0 

Jersey,  The  late  Earl  of    15    0  0 

Oxford  Co-operative  and  Industrial  Society, 

Ltd.    1    1  0 

Wilson-Fitzgerald,  W.  H   10  0- 

 21    4  0 

RUTLAND. 

Adam,  B.  A   0    2  6 

Gainsborougli,  The  Earl  of   2    2  0 

 2    4  6 


Carried  forward 


1137  12  2 


79 

Subscriber  s  Name.  Donations.    Subscriptions  Total. 

£    s.  d.      £    8  d.     £    8.  d. 

Brought  forward       ..       ..  1137  12  2 

SHROPSHIRE. 

Bridgeman,  Mrs.  W.  . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Chetwode,  Col.  Sir  Philip  W.,  Bart.         ..  2    2  0 

Corrie,  A .  Wynne      ..        ..        ..        ..  110 

Headlam,  Bri.-Gen.  J.  E.  W   110 

Hunt,  Mrs.  Rowland,  Senr   10  0 

Peel,  Hugh  E.  E   5    0  0 

Sykes,  A.  H   2    2  0 

  13    7  0 

SOMERSET. 

Archer,  J   10  0 

Fry,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E   2    2  0 

Guest,  The  Lady  Theodora  . .         :        . .  10    0  0 

Hobhouse,  The  Right  Hon.  Henry..       ..  110 
North  Somerset  Agricultural  Co-operative 

Association,  Ltd. . .        . .        . .        . .      1    1  0 

Pepper,  W.  F   110 

Strachie,  The  Lord   10  0 

Toke,  L.  A.  St.  Laurence     . .        . .        . .  110 

West,  W   10  0 

 i;>    6  0 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Bagot,  The  Lord       . .        . .        . .        . .  110 

Chamwood,  The  Lord    110 

Dartmouth,  The  Earl  of    10  0 

Foster.  P.  S.,  M.P   2    2  0 

Harrison,  F.  J.    2    2  0 

Lichfield,  The  Earl  of    2    2  0 

Monckton,  the  late  Liout.  F.  A.     . .        . .  - 1    0  0 

Negus,  T.  A     ,     0  10  0 

Twyford,  T.  W   0    2  6 

 11    0  (i 

SUFFOLK, 

French,  F.  W.    0  10  0 

Greene,  W.  R                              . .       . .  110 

Pretyman,  Capt.  E.  G.,  M.P   2    2  0 

Palgrave,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis  . .        . .        ....  110 

Pratt,  H   10  0 

Rope,  G.  &  A                                       . .  2    0  0 

Smith,  C.  C   10  0 

Stradbroke,  The  Earl  of    2    2  0 

Tatlock,  Miss  H.  H   10  0 

  11  16  0 

SURREY. 

Aitken,  The  Rev.  G.  H   0    5  0 

Aris,  J.  W   110 

Boyle,  Mrs   0100 

Bray,  Sir  R.  M   110 

Chester,  Dr.  H.  M.,  LL.D   10  0 

€lay,  Captain  H.  Spender,- M.P.    . .        ..  21    0  0 


Carried  forward 


8o 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

Coles,  E.  H  

Eggar,  J.  A  

Glass,  W.  A  

Moir,  L.  O  

Major,  Mark  B.  F.    . . 
Molteno,P.  A.,  M.P. 

Walker,  F  

Williams,  Aneurin,  M.P. 


1914.  1914 
Donations.  Subscriptions. 
£    8.  d.       £    8.  d. 


24  17 
1  1 

0  10 

1  1 
1  1 
1  1 


SUSSEX. 


WESTMORLAND. 

Cavendish -Ben tinck,  The  Lord  Henry,  M.P. 

Hornby,  Major  E.  G.  S  

Punchard,  F.  B  

Westmorland,  County  of      . .        . .  ..25 


10  10 
2  2 
I  1 


0  0 


WILTSHIRE. 
Bankes,  A. 

Bath,  The  Marquess  of 
Benett-Stanford  Capt.  J. 
Buckley,  Major  E.  D.  H. 
Carpenter,  J.   . . 

Corbett,  J.  S  

Fitzmaurice.  The  Lord, 

Fuller,  R.  F  

Gay,  G.  F  


0  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total. 
£    s.  d. 
193    1  8 


Ashton  of  Hyde,  The  Lord  

1 

1 

0 

Brighton  Equitable  Co  -  operative  Society,  Ltd . 

1 

1 

0 

Camden,  The  Marquess 
Cohen,  Mrs.  N.  L. 

10 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Hythe,  The  Viscount . . 

1 

1 

0 

Jebb,  Miss  E. . .   

2 

0 

0 

King,  R.  M  

1 

0 

0 

Leconfield,  The  Lord 

5 

5 

0 

Maryon-Wilson,  G.  M. 

5 

0 

0 

Norfolk,  The  Duke  of,  K.G  

10 

10 

0 

Page-Turner,  F.  A  

1 

0 

0 

Stickney,  T.  A  

0 

5 

0 

Tubbs,  Mrs.  H  

1 

11 

6 

Winterton,  The  Earl,  M.P  

2 

2 

0 

LRWICKSHIRE. 

0 

10 

6 

Muutz,  F.  E  

r 

1 

0 

Pain,  Geo.  L.  . . 

1 

1 

0 

Rainbow,  W.  B  

0 

10 

6 

0    4  4 

Shaw,  F  

i 

1 

0 

0 

32  14  a 


4  4  8-6 


5    8  4 


38  13  0 


Carried  forward 


17    2    0  1314    5  6 


8 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 
Glenconner,  The  Lord 
Greville,  The  Hon.  Louis     . . 
Harding-,  John  P. 

Huth,  G  

Islington,  The  Lord  . . 
Kinneir,  The  late  H. . . 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 

Macan,  R.  E  

Morrison,  Hugh 
Pender,  Sir  James,  Bart. 

Pye-Smith,  Ed.  F  

Radnor,  The  Earl  of  

Rawlence  &  Squarey,  Messrs. 
Shaw-Stewart,  Walter 

Spark,  W.  T   . . 

Treuchard,  J.  A.       . .     '  . . 
Wiltshire  County  Council 
Wyndham,  The  late  Lieut.  P.  L.    . . 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 
AUsebrook,  A. . . 
Davis,  General  H.  F. 
Hooper,  Geoffrey  F.  .  . 
Lane,  C.  Pelham 
Marindin,  Major  A.  H. 

Pelly,  Percy  J.   

Worcester  New  Co-operative  and  Industrial 
Society,  Ltd. 


YORKSHIRE. 

Sainton,  A.  W. 
Bar  wick.  Sir  John  S.,  Bart 
Behrens,  Captain  Clive 
Bell,  Sir  Hugh,  Bart. 
Bun  sen,  L.  H.  G.  de 
Cbolmley,  Alfred  J    . . 
Deramore,  The  Lord  . . 
Dawnay,  Captain  the  Hon 
Dent,  Major  J.  W.     . . 
Eckersley,  J.  C. 
Fitz William,  The  Hon.  H. 
Godman,  Col.  A.  T.   . . 

Gray,  E  

Helmsley,  The  Viscount 
Hull  Co-operative  Society, 
Illingworth.  H.  H.    . . 
Jowitt,  F.  McC. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R.,  M.P. 
Lock  wood,  Samuel  S... 

Lund,  R.  W  

Macmillan,  G.  A. 


1914.  1914. 
Donations.    Subscriptions.  Total. 
£    s.  d.       £    8.  d.     £    8.  d. 


3    3  0 


.  John 

w! 

Ltd. 


17 

2 

0 

5 
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0 

5 
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0 

1 
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0 

1 

1 

0 

'2 

0 

G 

1  r\ 

A 

(J 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

25 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

10 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

15 

15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5  6 


Carried  forward 


1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

61 

1 

0 

100    9  0 


7    5  0 


1421  19  6 


8 


82 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

Maude,  W.  W  

Norfolk,  The  Duchess 

Orde-Powlett,  The  Hon.  W.  G.  A.,  M.P 

Peake,  H  

Pearson,  Captain  S.   . . 
Pease,  Arthur  F. 
Pease,  Major  J.  R.    . . 
Reckitt,  Sir  James,  Bart. 
Rowntree,  Alfred 
Rowntree,  Arnold  S.,  M.P.  .. 
Strickland,  J.  M. 

St.  Quintin,  W.  H  

Samuelson,  Francis    . . 
Sykes,  Lt.-Col.  Sir  Mark,  M.P. 
Samuel,  The  Right  Hon.  H.  L.,  M.P. 

Streatfeild,  R.  J  

Turton,  E  R  

Vemon-Wentworth,  Capt.  B.  C.    . . 

Waldron,  T  

Wilkinson,  W. 
Windham,  Major  A.  . . 
Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society,  Ltd. 
Wharton,  W.  H.  A  


J914.  1914. 
Donations.    Subscriptions.  Total. 


£ 

8. 

d. 

61 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

I 

1 

0 

.5 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

3 
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0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

I 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

I 

10 

6 

1 

1 

0 

•20 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

147    8  6 


WALES. 

ANGLESEY. 

Anglesey.  The  Marquis  of   . . 
Boston,  The  Lord 
Boston,  The  Lady 

Cotton,  Colonel  the  Hon.  R.  Stapleton 
Evans,  R.  J.    . . 

Hughes,  J.  G  

Meyrick,  Sir  George  . . 

Neave,  Sir  T.,  Bart  

Prichard,  T  

Reade,  The  Lady 

Sheffield,  The  Lord  

Sundry  bubscriptions  . 
Venmore,  James 

Verney,  Sir  H.,  Bart.,  M.P  

BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 

Howard,  The  Lady    . . 

Mitchell.  A.  A.   

Robinson,  Sydney,  M.P. 

OARDTGANSHIRE. 

Lisbnrne,  The  Earl  of 

Lledrod  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd. . . 

Loxdale,  K.  J.  R. 


Carried  forward         ..        ..  3  11    0  1654    1  0 


20 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 
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0 

10 
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2 
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0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

3 

11 

0 

80  11  0 


83 


Subscriber's  Name. 

Brought  forward 

Waddingham,  T.  J  

Williams,  D.  D.  . . 
"Williams,  Sir  John  .. 
Wood,  Thomas 


CA  RM  ARTHEN  SHIRE. 
Bonville,  William 

Carter,  J.  C  

Eager,  J. 
Evans,  Ben 

Hills-Johnes,  Lt.  Gen.  Sir  J,,  V.C.,  G.C.B., 

Hinds,  John,  M.P  

Hughes,  Col.  Gwynne 
Jones-Davies,  H. 
Lewis,  Thomas 

Llanelly  and  District  Farmers'  Society,  Ltd. 

Lloyd.  E.  P  

Morris,  W.  L.  G 
Peel,  Mervyn  . . 

€ARNARVONSHIRE. 

Bangor,  The  Rt.  Rev.  The  Lord  Bishop  of 

Breese,  C.  E  

Cleeves,  F  

Davies,  H.  R.  . . 
Davies,  J.  R.  . . 

Ellis,  Rupert  W  

Ellis,  Surgeon- General  P.  M. 
Hughes,  Robert 

Roberts,  T  0 

White,  Professor 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 
Evans,  A.  O.  . . 
Owen,  John 
Ormrod,  Oliver 

FLINTSHIRE. 

Gladstone,  The  late  Lieut.  W.  G.  C. 

•GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
Alexander,  Hubert 
Bevan,  Evan  Evans    . . 

Booker,  Mrs.  C.  E  

Bute,  The  Marquis  of   

Cory,  Reginald 

Crichton-Stuart,  Lord  Ninian,  MP. 
Davies,  Walter 

David,  Alderman  T.  W  

Dunraven,  The  Earl  ..  ,. 

Franklin,  T.  Mansel. .   


1914. 
Donations. 
£    s  d. 


1914. 

Subscriptions.  Total 
£    s,  d.     £    8.  I 


6  0 


Carried  forward 
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0 
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1 
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10 
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1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

I 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

23 

11 

6 

12  2 


16    4  0 


15  15  0 


4    4  0 


2  10  0 


1704  16 


84 


Subscriber's  Name. 


Brought  forward, 

Gilbertson,  C.  G  

James,  T.  W  

J enkinSj  John  . . 
Langar,  Dr.  Carl 

Llangynwyd  Farmers  Society,  Ltd. 

Merthyr,  The  late  Lord 

Mond,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Alfred,  Bart. ,  M. 

Phillips,  Sir  Owen,  K.  CM.  G. , 

Player,  J ohn    . . 

Player,  E.  Martin 

Player,  W.  J.  P   . . 

Plymouth,  The  Earl  of 

Randall,  J.  M.   

Senghenydd  and  Aber  Valley  Co-operati 
Society,  Ltd. 

Talbot,  Miss  

Thomas,  Sir  W.  J  

Thomas,  W.  Meyler  . . 

Thomas,  D.  Lleufer   . . 

Turberville,  L.  E.  Picton 

Turberville,  Colonel  J.  Picton 

Vivian,  Miss  D.  C. 

Webb,  Henry,  M  P.  . .  : 

Williams,  A.  T  

MERIONETHSHIRE. 

Wynn,  R.  Vaughan  . .       , . 


1914. 
Donations 
£     P.  d. 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
Davies,  D.,  M.P. 
Howell,  Joseph  M. 
Lewis,  H. 


PEMBROKESHIRE. 
Higgon,  Victor  J. 
Merthyr,  The  Lord    . . 
Pembroke  Agricultural 

Societv,  Ltd. 
Phillip,  F.^Lort 
Stokes,  C.  W.  Rees    . . 


Co-operative 


RADNORSHIRE. 

Green-Price,  Sir  R.  H. ,  Bart. 
Llewelyn,  C.  Venables 
Millbank,  SirPowlett  C,  Bart. 

PhiUips,  Mrs.  G.  H  

Watt,  J.  M.  Gibson   . . 


1914. 

Subscription.  Total. 

1704  16 


£ 

8. 

d. 

23 

1  I 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 
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5 

5 

0 

10 
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0 

2 

10 

0 

3 

10 

0 

5 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 
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2 

0 

1 

0 
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1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

] 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

30-  10 
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1 

1 

0 

I 

1 
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0 

10 

6 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

85  16 


1    1  ( 


  32  12  ( 


6  13  i 


12  0- 


Total        ..        £1,839  II  6 


85 

APPENDIX  D. 
CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM   AFFILIATED  SOCIETIES. 


£  8.  d. 

Anglesey  Eastern  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         ..        ..    0  10  0 

Anglesey  Bulb  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..042 

Anglesey  Egg  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.         ..  ..        ..  ..08G 

Ashiugton  and  Hirst  Small  Holders,  Ltd.   ..        ..        ..        ..  ..168 

Agricultural  and  General  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  10    0  0 

Allendale  Farmers,  Ltd.     150 

Aldbourne  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .  ..034 

Arlesey  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..026 
Ansty  and  S wallow cliffe  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..014 
Arderne  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..1100 

Aylestone  Co-operative  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .        . .  ..196 

Bushey  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.      0  10  0 
Birkenhead  Allotments  Association,  Ltd      ..        ..  ..  ..200 

Biggleswade  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. .    1    1  0 
Biddulph  and  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..  ,.110 

Burnley  Small  Holders' Association,  Ltd.    ..        .,        ..        ..  ..060 

barton  Latimer  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..  ..100 

Borough  of  Poole  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Brislington  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ,.        ..        ..        ..  ..154 

Bridlington  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. . .    0  10  0 
Builth  Upper  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  ..200 

Brotherhood  Trust  Extension  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..076 

Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..  ..1198 

British  Flax  and  Hemp  Growers'  Society,  Ltd.     ..        ..        ..  ..0106 

British  Tobacco  Growers' Society,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..        . .    0  10  6 

Bransgore  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .  ..014 

Bath  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd  0182 

Blackmill  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .  ..060 

Banwy  Valley  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     ...        . .  ..014 

Bitterley  and  District  Co-operative  Pig  Insurance  Society         . .  ..014 

Birtley  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0  14 

Bradley,  Horningham  and  District  Poultry  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .    0  13  2 

Bozeat  Small  Holders  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..    0  15  10 

Bishop  Auckland  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.         . .        . .    0  19  0 

British  Seed  Corn  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Beaulieu  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  ..050 

Bere  Ferrers  Fruit  Growers'  Asaociation,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..014 

Brailsford  and  District  Dairy  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.  . .  ..062 

Beaminster  and  District  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . ,  ..026 

Burton  and  District  Farmers'  Dairy  Company,  Ltd.        . .        . .        . .    0  14  8 

Chichester  and  District  Bacon  Factory,  Ltd.         . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Croxden  Dairy  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..0106 

Cheshire  Milk  Producers'  Depots,  Ltd  4110 

Chadwell  Heath  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..026 
Corsham  Agriculturists,  Ltd   ..       .,       ..  ..050 


Carried  forward 
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Cornwall  County  Farm  and  Dairy  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .     113  4 

Cogg-eshall  Credit  Society       . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  ..072 

Chesterton  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . ,  . .        . .        . .    0  0 

Coleshill  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. . .        . .        ...  0    4  4 

Coates  and  District  Small  Holders.  Ltd.  , .        . .        . .  ..096 

Carmarthen  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.   . .        . .        . .        . .    5    6  c 

Clynnog  Fawr  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.    ..        ..        ..  ..0106 

Carshalton  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ,.        ..        ..        ..  .080 

Cheddar  Valley  and  District  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.    . .  ..014 

Calder  Vale  Agriculturists  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  . ,        . .         .  ..080 

Cuddington  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0  114 

Cockermouth  Farmers' Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . .        ..        ..        ..    0    5  10 

Cheshunt  and  District  Credit  Society  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..014 

Clipston  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.      . .    0    2  6 
Colston  Basse  tt  and  District  Dairy,  Ltd.     ..        ..        ..        ..  ..100 

Cottingham  and  District  G-rowers'  Association,  Ltd.       . .        . .  ..014 

Chapeltown  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..014 
Cosham  and  District  Small  Holdings  and   Allotments  Co-operative 

Society,  Ltd  026 

Cosham  and  District  Agricultural  Credit  Society   . .        . .        . .  ..020 

Cannock  and  District  Horticultural  and  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.      . .     12  4 
Clynderwen  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.        . .        . .  ..400 

Cirencester  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..  .110 

Carterton  and  District  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Co-operative  Society, 

Ltd  0  10  6 

Caereinion  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.      ..  ..  ..0110 

Crossgates  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd.      . .        . .    0    f)  0 

Coventry  Gardeners  and  Small  Holdings  Federation,  Ltd.  . .        . .     10  0 

Cheshire,  Shropshire  and  North  Wales  Farmers'  Supply  A*ssociation, 

Ltd  6    0  8 

Devizes  and  District  Poultry  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..176 

Darley  Farmers,  Ltd  0100 

Dysynni  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .    0  10  6 

Dulas  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..068 

Durrington  and  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ,.014 

Dovedale  Dairy  Association,  Ltd .      ..     '..        ..        ..        ..  ,.0100 

Eastern  Counties  Farmers' Co-operative  Association,  Ltd, .  ..  ..10  0  0 
East   Worcestershire    Small   Holdings   and  Allotments  Co-operative 

Society,  Ltd.   0  13  8 

East  Anglian  Farmers,  Ltd     ..        ..        ..        ..        ,.        ..  ..0176 

Epsom  and  Sutton  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd. , .        ,,        ,.    0  in  6 
Emlyn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..220 

East  Devon  Agricultural  Produce  Society,  Ltd.     . .        , .        . .  ..100 

Eifionydd  Farmers'  Association ,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..150 

East  and  West  Harnham  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.    0    2  6 
Ebbesborne  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .    0    o  0 

Earl  Sterndale  and  Longnor  Dairy  Association,  Ltd.       . .        . ,        . .    0    . >  0 

Eastleigh  and  Bishopstoke  Allotments,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . ,  ..110 

Edeyrnion  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..    0  1,)  6 

East  Ay  ton  Co  wgate  Association,  Ltd.        ..        ..        ,,        ,,        ..    0    1  10 


Carried  forward     . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  93    3  0 
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Farehara  District  Allotment  and  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd.  .  .     12  4 

Perryhill  Village  Small  Holders'  Society,  Ltd  14  2 

Friskney  Agricultural  Credit  Society  . .        . .        . .  0    7  0 

Foel  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ..106 

Four  Marks  Trading  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..  ..016 

Fonthill  Bishop  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .        .  .  .17  0 

Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board,  Ltd   0  14 

Fareham  and  District  Agricultural  Credit  Society  . .        . .        . .  ..050 

Guild  of  St.  George  500 

Gamlingay  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .  ..110 

Gamlingay  Small  Holders,  Ltd  •.   10  8 

Guildford  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd.   . .        . .  16  6 

Guildford  and  Mid-Surrey  Farmers  Co-operative  Association,  Lid.  .!    2  0 

Gower  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .        '  •        . .        .  .     o    0  0 

Gomeldon,  Porton  and  District  Agricultiiral  Trading  Society,  Ltd.         .    0    2  6 
Great  Saughall  and  District  Fa  mers' Association,  Ltd.   ..         .  ..034 

Great  Somerford  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  .050 

Gwernogle  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..        ..  .0150 

Grantham  Co-operative  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.      . .        .  .  0  14  0 

Higham  Ferrers  Small  Holders,  Ltd. ..        ..        ..        ..  ..  .050 

Ha  warden  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.          . .  . .  . .     110  0 

Haverfordwest  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  ..300 

Horsham  and  West  Sussex  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  .  .    2  16  4 

Hebden  Bridge  and  District  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.    ..  ..  .  .    0  15  0 

Heighington  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  10  0 

Hamworthy  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.   ..        ..        ..  ..  . .    0  12  0 

Haltwhistle  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.    . .        . .        . .  . .  10  0 

Hunsingore  Farmers'  and  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  . .  .  .    Oil  6 

Hedge  End  Agricultural  Credit  Society       ..        ..        ..  ..  ..080 

High  Wycombe  Small  Holdings  and  Allotment  Society,  Ltd.  ..  0  10  0 

Hargrave  Small  Holders,  Ltd ...        ..        ..        ..        ..  ,.  ..040 

Hartley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .  .  .  ..026 

Henley-in-Arden  Auction  Sales,  Ltd.          ..        ..        ..  ..  ..01510 

Handley  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .  ..010 

Histon  and  Impington  Small  Holders  Association,  Ltd.   .  '.  , .  ..050 

Ickford  Small  Holders,  Ltd  u23 

Ingleby  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd.  . .        .  .    0  lU  0 

Isle  of  Wight  Small  Holders,  Ltd  0106 

Isle  of  Wight  Farmers'  Agricultural  Outfit  Society,  Ltd.  . .  .014 

Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  Ltd.        . ,        . .        . .  ..100 

Isle  of  Purbeck  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..020 

Kettering  Shire  Horse  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..0106 

Kingsthorpe  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.      0    2  0 

Kempston  Small  Holders'  Society,  Ltd.       ..                 ..        ,.  ..068 

Kennet  Valley  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    , .        . .  ..050 

Kendal  Farmers'  Club  and  Supply  Association,  Ltd.       . .        . .  . .     116  8 

Kirby  Malzeard  and  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.  . .        ..  ..    0  11  4 

Knoyle  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd  110 

Carried  forward     ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  134  17  3 
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Broug-ht  forward    . . 
Liropsfield  District  Credit  Society 
Leamington  Hastings  Cu-operative  Creamery,  Ltd. 
Leicestershire  Dairy  Farmers,  Ltd.    . . 
Lingfield,  Crowhurst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd 
Leatherhead  Credit  Society 

Leicestershire  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 
Labour  Co-partnership  Association    . . 

Llanwrst  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 
Littleton  and  Badsey  Growers,  Ltd.  . . 
Lunesdale  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery,  Ltd.   . . 
Leamington  North  East  District  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.    . . 
Long  Clawson  Dairy,  Ltd. 

Lee  and  District  Land  Club  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . . 
Liverpool  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative  Association.  Ltd.  . . 
Llanbedr  Dyffryn  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Llanfrothen  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Lydney  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Llandovery  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Land  and  Home  League  Co-operators,  Ltd. 

Llangadock  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Llandyssul  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd, 
Llanidloes  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Leverington  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
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Marton  and  District  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.     . .        . .      ■» . , 
Milverton  New  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 
Maelor  (Flints)  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . . 
Market  Weigh  ton  and  District  Farmers'  Supply  Association,  Ltd. 
Marshfield  Credit  Society 

Manchester  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 

Midland  Farmers'  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.  . . 

Mere  and  District  Egg  and  Poultry  Society,  Ltd.  . . 

Mitcham  and  District  Small  Holders  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . . 

Maentwrog  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Mansfield  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Mansfield  Woodhouse  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  and  Allot: 
Society,  Ltd. 

Market  Lavington  and  Easterton  Small  Holders  Society,  Ltd.    . . 
Moulton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Merrow  Land  Club,  Ltd. 

Middleton  Agricultural  Co-operative  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 
Melksham  and  District  Poultry  Society,  Ltd. 

Monk  Sherborne,  Pamber  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  S^ 

Ltd  

Marnhull  Small  Holdings,  Ltd  

Manod  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Marshfield  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd. 
Mona  Bacon  Factory  and  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 
Martinstown  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Mere  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 
Manifold  Valley  Dairy  Association,  Ltd. 
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Nidderdale  Dairy,  Ltd  12  0 

North-West  Anglesey  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..  ..     1  10  0 

No  Man's  Land  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    2  10 

North  Brorasgrove  Market  Gardeners,  Ltd. ..        ..        ..        ..  ..100 

New  Quay  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..        ..  ..200 

Newfoundpool  Co-operative  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.      . .        . .  ..100 

Neath  and  District  Farmers  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . .  ..034 

Netley  Marsh  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0  10  0 

Nursling  and  District  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.   . .        . .        . .  ..018 

North  Berkshire  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..110 

North  Somerset  Agricultural  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.      ..  ..056 

North  West  Durham  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.   ..                 ..  ..0410 

Nottingham  Co-operative  Allotments  and  Small  Holders,  Ltd.  . .  ..050 

New  Whittington  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..014 

Nursery  and  Market  Garden  Industries  Development  Society,  Ltd.  . .     10  0 

Newport  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.          . .  ,.374 

Newbiggin  and  District  Allotments  and  Small  Holders,  Ltd.     . .  ..014 

North  Herefordshire  Shire  Horse  Society,  Ltd.     ..        ..        ..  ..0100 

North  Seaton  Co-operative  Farming  Society,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..  ..0190 

Oswestry,  Weston-Rhyn  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd.        . .        . .  ..100 

Oadby  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.     ..        ..  ..    0  12  6 

Oldham  and  District  Farmers'  Provender  Supply  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..056 

Otford  Agricultural  Co-operative  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..030 

Oakley  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.      . .        . .        . .  ..026 

Pumpsaint  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  110 

Potton  and  District  Small  Holders,  Ltd.      ..        ..        ..        ..  ..098 

Pontardawe  and  District  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.        . .        . .  ..300 

Potter  Heigham  Fruit  Growers  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.   ..  ..    0  10  6 

Plumstead  Common  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.        . .        . .        . .  ..214 

Padiham  and  District  Farmers' Trading  Society,  Ltd.      ..        ..  ..    0  10  6 

Pyle  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.          . .  ..110 

Poole  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.       ..        ..        ..        ..  . .    0  10  0 

Pershore  Co-operative  Fruit  Market,  Ltd.   ..        ..        ..        ..  ..1128 

Potton  End  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd.        . .        . .        . .  ..016 

Potterue  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    3  2 

Petersfield  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.          . .        . .  ..014 

Petersfield  and  District  Co-operative  Credit  Society         . .        . .  ..014 

Pocklington  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.    . .        . ,  ..026 

Preston  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .  ..300 

Purton  and  District  Egg  Depot,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..        ..  ..016 

Penzance  and  District  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.           . .        . .  ..018 

Poole  Small  Holders'  Credit  Society  014 

Radstock  and  District  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.        . .        . .  . .     118  4 

Rural  Housing  Organisation  Society ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..100 

Ripon  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..012 

Ry ton  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  ..    0  17  4 
Ruislip,    Northwood   Co-operative   Small    Holdings  and  Allotments 

Society,  Ltd.          ..        ..        ..        ..        ,.        ..  ..    0  15  0 

Roxton  Co-operative  Small  Holdings  Society,  Ltd.          . .        . .  , .    0  10  6 

Redlynch  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd.         . .  ..050 


Carried  forward 


202  18  11 


go 


Brought  forward    . . 

Rural  League 

Rothwell  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . . 
Reading  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 


Soberton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Scalford  Dairy,  Ltd. 

South  Shields  Small  Holders,  Ltd. 

Sherston  Co-operative  Milling  Society,  Ltd. 

Staffhurst  Wood  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. . , 

Sturminster  Newton  and  District  Farmers,  Ltd. 

Swaledale  Farmers'  Association.  Ltd. 

Swan  wick  and  District  Basket  Factory,  Ltd.         . . 

Shrivenham  and  District  Small  Holdings  Association,  Ltd. 

Southern  Counties  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 

Saffron  Walden  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 

Scawby  Agricultural  Credit  Society  . . 

Somersham  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Stotfold  Credit  Society  . . 

Stour  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.    . . 

Skelmersdale  Farmers'  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 

Sutton  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Association,  Ltd. 

Street  and  District  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.  .  . 

Soham  Small  Holders,  Ltd ... 

Seaham  Small-Owners,  Ltd.    . , 

South  East  Durham  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 

St.  Helen's  and  District  Agricultural  Trading  Society,  Ltd. 

Stapleford  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Solva  Farmers  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

South  Wilts  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd  

Sturminster  Newton  Small  Holdings,  Ltd.  . . 
Swanwick  and  District  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd.  . . 
South  Midlands  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . . 
St.  Budeaux  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.    . . 


Tiptree  and  District  Credit  Society    . .        , .        . .        . . 
Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley  Industrial  Society,  Ltd.   . . 
Tendring  Hundred  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . . 
Timberland  and  District  Agricultural  Union,  Ltd. . . 
Todmorden  and  District  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd. 
Tonbridge  and  District  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society 
Tun  stall  Allotments,  Ltd. 
Teesdale  Associated  Farmers,  Ltd. 

Talybont-on-Usk  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society 
Tamar  Valley  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Ltd. 
Talsarnau  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . . 
Tiverton  Farmers'  and  Shire  Horse  Society,  Ltd.  . . 
Trawsfynydd  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Upper  Rhondda  Allotment  and  Gardeners'  Association,  Ltd. 

Verwood  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd 
Victoria  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.    . . 

Carried  forward 
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Brought  forward    237  10  1 

Wharf  edale  Farmers,  Ltd.      ..        ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..100 

Wiltshire  Farmers,  Ltd.   550 

Wanborough  District  Agricultural  Trading  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.. .    0    6  4 
West  Glamorgan  Farmers  Association,  Ltd.  , .        . .        . .  ..200 

West  Sussex  and  Hants  Dairy  Farmers,  Ltd.        . .        . .        . .  ..110 

Wawne  Farmers,  Ltd  0    5  0 

Water  Orton  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd.  . .  . .  0  7  0 
Winterbourne  Zelstone  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society, 

Ltd  020 

Whitchurch  Canonicoum  Collecting  Depot,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .  ..059 

Winchester  and  District  Allotment  Holders  Society,  Ltd. . .        ..  ..440 

Westdale  Freehold  Land  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.         . .        . .  ..110 

Walkden  and  District  Farmers'  Milk  Supply,  Ltd.  . .        . .  ..060 

Wiggenhall  Agricultural  Credit  Society      ..        ..        ..        ..  ..078 

Whalley  District  Farmers,  Ltd.         ..        ..        ..        ..        ..  ..110 

Wheatley  Shotover  and  Holton  Credit  Society       . .        . .        . .  ..038 

White  House  Hill  Allotments  Associat  on,  Ltd.     . .        . .        . .        . .    0  10  6 

Welbourn  and  District  Credit  Society  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..028 

Wetherby  and  District  Farmers'  Trading  Association,  Ltd.        . .  ..068 

Wellove-  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.     . .  ..014 

West  Row  Credit  Society   070 

Wayford  Credit  Society   048 

Westend  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..014 
Wrexham  and  District  Farmers'  Co-operative  Trading  Society,  Ltd.  . .  0  14 
Wortley  and  Tankersley  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..014 
Woolwich  Borough  Co-operative  Allotments  Association,  Ltd.  . .        . .    0  16  2 

Wayford  Tenants,  Ltd.   0    3  4 

West  End  Agricultural  Credit  Society   020 

Wootton  (Beds.)  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .  ..036 

Witcham  Small  Holders'  Association,  Ltd.  ..        ..        ..        ..  ..050 

Wolverhampton  and  District  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  . .    0    3  4 
Westmorland  Fruit  G/owers' Association,  Ltd.     ..        ..        ..  ..016 

WoUaston  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Society,  Ltd.  . .        . .        . .    0  10  0 

West  Breconshire  Farmers'  Association,  Ltd.       . .        . .        . .  ..300 

Yoxall  and  District  Co-operative  Dairy  Society,  Ltd.      ..        ..        ..    0  10  10 


£262  16  3 
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APPENDIX  E. 


ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING, 
September  23rd,  1914. 

In  the  present  war  crisis  we  feel  it  a  national  duty  to  practise  the 
strictest  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  our  Society.  For  the 
reason  given  in  Appendix  B  we  shall  not,  as  in  previous  years, 
reproduce  the  Report  of  the  A.O.S  Annual  Meeting  held  at 
Caxton  Hall,  Westminster,  on  September  23rd,  1914. 


APPENDIX  F. 


MEMORANDUM  ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
PRESS  AND  INTELLIGENCE 
DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  reason  already  stated  in  Appendix  B  the  Memorandum  on 
the  work  of  the  Press  and  Intelligence  Department  will  not 
appear. 
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APPENDIX  G. 

CO-OPERATIVE  COW  AND  PIG 
INSURANCE  SOCIETIES  IN  ENGLAND 
AND  WALES. 

The  following'  Statistics  were  issued  recently  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  the  years  1911,  1912,  1913. 

Both  registered  and  unregistered  societies  are  included  in 
these  figures  : — 

Cow  Clubs. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Societies 
Report- 
ing-. 

No.  of 

Members 

No.  of 

Cows 
and 
Calves 
Insured 

No.  on 

which 
Claims 
were 
paid. 

Amount 
paid  on 
Claims 

Amount 
received 
in  contri- 
butions 

from 
Members 

Amount 

of 
Reserve 
Fund. 

1911 
iqi2 
1913 

86 

71 
108 

3.591 
3.454 
4.367 

9.852 

8,935 
10,860 

264 

257 
250 

£ 

2,366 
2,250 
2.355 

£ 
2,381 

2,372 
2,867 

£ 
10,406 

8,797 
11,869 

Average  of 
the  three 
years    . . . 

88 

3.804 

9,882 

257 

2,324 

2,540 

10,357 

For  the  year  1913,  taken  by  itself,  the  following  somewhat 
fuller  statistics  are  available  : — 


No.  of 

Societies 
Reporting 

No.  of 
Members 

No.  of 
Animals 
Insured. 

No.  of 
Claims 
Paid. 

Amount 
paid  on 
Claims. 

Total 
Expendi- 
ture. 

Unreg-istered 

£ 

£ 

89 

2,997 

6,417 

158 

1,480 

1,882 

Registered... 

19 

1.370 

4.443 

92 

875 

1,003 

Total 

108 

4.367 

10,860 

250 

2,355 

■ 

2,885 

94 


— 

Amount 
received  in 
Contributions 

Amount 
received  from 
Sale  of 
Carcasses. 

Total 
Income. 

'Reserve  Fund 
at  end  of 
Year. 

Unrcg'istcred 
Reg-istered 

£ 
2,008 

"859 

£ 

40 

£ 

1, 1  26 

£  . 
7.306 
4.563 

Total  

2,867 

175 

3.508 

11,869 

Registered  Societies. 

Fuller  statistics  are  available  for  the  registered  societies, 
which  annually  submit  returns  to  the  Registrar,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  study  the  results  of  their  experience  for  a  number  of  years. 

Casualty  Rate. 


Year. 

No.  of  Societies 
Reporting'. 

No.  of  Cows 
and  Calves 
Insured. 

No.  of  Cows 
and  Calves  on 
which  Claims 
were  paid. 

Average 
Casualty  Rate 
Per  Cent.  Per 
Annum. 

1911  ... 

22 

4.517 

118 

2-6 

1912  ... 

21 

4.639 

"3 

2-4 

1913  ... 

19 

4.443 

92 

2*1 

Average 

21 

4.533 

108 

2-4 

Amount  Payable  Per  Casualty. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Animals 
Insured. 

No.  of 
Animals 
that  died 

Amount 
Paid  on 
Claims 

Receipts 

from 
Sale  of 
Carcases 

Net 
Loss 

Average 

Per  Animal 
that  died 

Vet  Loss. 

Per  Animal 
Insured. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£  s. 

s.  d. 

1911 

4.5 '7 

1  18 

T,Ol9 

36 

983 

8  7 

4  4 

1912 

4.639 

113 

997 

64 

933 

8  5 

4  0 

1913  ... 

4.443 

9^ 

875 

40 

835 

9  ^ 

3  9 

Average 

4.533 

108 

964 

47 

917 

8  10 

4  I 

95 

Amount  of  Premium  Paid. 


Year. 


No.  of  Animals 
Insured. 


Amount  of  Insurance 
Contributions  and 
Levies  Received. 


Average  per  Animal 
Insured. 


191 1... 
1912... 


4^517 
4.639 
4,443 


£ 
936 


s.  d. 

4  2 

4  1 

3  10 


Averag-e 


4,533 


916 


4  I 


Income  and  Expenditure  of  Insurance  Fund. 


These  registered  societies  are  required  to  keep  the  account  of 
the  insurance  fund  separate  from  that  of  the  expenses  of  manage- 
ment. For  the  19  reporting  societies  in  191 3  the  total  income  of 
the  insurance  funds  was  ,029,  of  which  the  various  items  were  : — 
Insurance  contributions  £^^<^y  special  levy  £11  ^  entrance  fees 
and  fines  £12,  interest  on  invested  reserve  fund  ;^ii3,  income 
from  sale  of  carcases  £4^0,  other  income  £^  ;  and  the  total  expen- 
diture was  ;^9i9,  made  up  as  follows  :— Paid  on  claims  £^JS^ 
other  payments  £^^.  Thus  their  insurance  funds  made  a  profit  of 
£1 10  on  the  year,  and  the  amount  in  reserve  rose  from  £^,^21  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to  £^,S3^  at  the  end,  an  amount 
-equivalent  to  four  and  a-half  times  the  expenditure  of  the  year. 

Management  Expenses. — Thirteen  societies  report  their  cost 
of  management  for  the  year  as  £8/^,  of  which  £62  was  spent  on 
salaries,  and  as  these  societies  insured  among  them  4,033  animals, 
the  management  expenses  averaged  only  5d.  per  animal  per  annum, 
as  compared  with  6d.  and  5d.  per  animal  in  the  two  previous 
years.  This  very  small  expenditure  on  administration  shows  how 
economically  these  societies  are  managed,  and  is  due  chiefly  to  the 
fact  that  the  members  of  committee  give  their  time  and  trouble 
without  remuneration,  and  that  the  secretary  and  markers  are 
content  with  quite  small  salaries. 
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Pig  Clubs. 

Figures  for  years  191 1,  1912,  1913,  for  registered  and  unregis- 
tered societies  taken  together  : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Societies 
reporting 

No.  of 
Members 

No.  of 
Pigs 
Insured. 

No.  on 
which 
Claims 
were 
paid. 

A  mount 

paid  on 
Claims 

Amount 
received 
in  contri- 
butions 

from 
Members 

Amount 

of 
Reserve 
Fund. 

864 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1911  ... 

32,223 

57.551 

3,010 

5.327 

7.836 

29,799 

1912  ... 

747 

28,289 

48,223 

2,516 

4.709 

6,754 

26,173 

1913  ••• 

691 

25.776 

46,766 

1,772 

3,722 

5.964 

24.537 

Average 

767 

28,763 

50.847 

2,433 

4.586 

6,851 

26,836 

Statistics  for  1913. 

For  the  year  1913  taken  by  itself  the  following  somewhat 
fuller  statistices  are  available  : — 


No.  of 
Societies 
reporting. 

No.  of 

Members. 

No.  of 
Animals 
Insured. 

No.  of 
Claims 
Paid. 

Amount 
Paid  on 
Claims. 

Total 
Expendi- 
ture. 

£ 

£ 

Unregistered 

659 

24,170 

43.352 

1,699 

3.468 

5.130 

Registered  ... 

32 

1,606 

3.414 

103 

254 

406 

Total  ... 

691 

25,776 

46,766 

'.772 

3.722 

5.536 

Amount 
received  in 
contributions. 

Amount 
received  from 
sale  of  carcases 

Total 
Income. 

Reserve  Fund 
at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Unregistered 

5.637 

771 

7.338 

22,431 

Registered  ... 

327 

37 

514 

2, 106 

Total  ... 

5.964 

808 

7.852 

24,537 
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Registered  Societies. 


Casualty  Rate. 


Year. 

No.  of 

Societies 
reporting. 

No.  of 
Pigs  Insured. 

No.  on 
which  Claims 
were  paid. 

Average 

per  cent, 
per  annum. 

ig\i 

32 

3,570 

173 

4-8 

1912 

31 

3,066 

148 

4-8 

1913 

3^ 

3,414 

103 

3*o 

Average 

32 

3,350 

141 

4-2 

Amount  Payable  per  Casualty. 


Year. 

No.  of 

No. 

Amount 

Receipts 
from  Sale 
of 

Carcase.s. 

Net 
Loss. 

Average  net  loss 

Pigs 
Insured. 

that 
died. 

paid  on 
Claims. 

Per  Pig 
that  Died 

Per  Pig 
Insured. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£  s. 

s.  d. 

1911  ... 

191 2  ... 

3,570 
3,066 

173 
148 

359 

33' 

53 
46 

306 
285 

I  15 
1  19 

I  9 
1  10 

1913  ... 

3,414 

103 

254 

37 

217 

2  2 

I  3 

Average 

3,350 

•4' 

3' 5 

45 

270 

I  18 

'  7 

Amount  of  Premiums  Paid. 


Year. 

No.  of  Pigs 
Insured. 

Amount  of  Insurance 
Contributions 
Received. 

Average  per  Pig 
Insured. 

£ 

s.  d. 

1911... 

3,570 

351 

2  0 

>9i2  

3,066 

239 

I  7 

i9'3  

3,4'4 

305 

I  9 

Average  ... 

3,350 

298 

I  9 

9 
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Income  and  Expenditure  of  Insurance  Fund. 

The  total  income  for  the  year  191 3  of  the  insurance  funds  of 
these  32  registered  societies  was  £^4Sy  made  up  as  follows  : — In- 
surance contributions  ;^305,  entrance  fees  and  fines  £21,  sale  of 
carcasses  £27,  interest  £48,  other  income  ;£"34  ;  and  the  total 
expenditure  was  £3^3,  including  £2^4.  paid  on  claims,  ;^55  paid 
as  dividend  to  members,  and  other  payments  £2/\.  ;  so  that  during 
the  year  they  made  a  saving  of  £102  and  their  insurance  reserve 
increased  from  ;£^i,950  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  £2,0^,2  at 
the  end. 

Management  Expenses. — Twenty  societies  insuring  2,389  pigs 
report  their  management  expenses  for  the  year  1913  as  £6^,  of 
which  £27  was  spent  in  salaries.  The  average  expenditure  on 
management  was,  therefore,  6d.  per  pig  insured,  as  compared  with 
9d.  and  7jd.  in  the  two  previous  years.  From  this  it  appears  that 
most  of  these  societies  are  economically  managed,  the  members  of 
committee  giving  their  time  and  trouble  without  remuneration,  and 
the  secretary  and  marker  being  content  with  quite  small  salaries. 
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APPENDIX  H. 

ROLL  OF  HONOUR. 

Members  of  the  A.O.S.  and  Affiliated  Societies  serving  with  His 
Majesty's  Military  and  Naval  Forces. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  Roll  of  Honour  has  from  time  to 
time  appeared  in  our  Journal,  ''Co-operation  in  Agriculture,"  and 
it  was  our  intention  to  reproduce  it  in  its  entirety  as  one  of  the 
Appendices  to  our  Annual  Report:  as  already  stated  in  Appendix  B 
the  necessity  for  the  closest  economy  in  administering  the  funds  of 
the  Society  has,  however,  decided  us  to  withhold  its  publication. 

We  know  of  250  members  that  have  responded  to  the  call — 
to  some  has  been  given  the  privilege  of  laying  down  their  lives  in 
the  cause  of  right  against  might. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

The  following-  List  of  Books  may  be  found  useful  by  those  who 
wish  to  study  Agricultural  Co-operatio  i  and  kindred  subjects, 
although  it  does  not  aim  at  being  exhaustive.  Every  care  has 
been  taken  in  compiling  it,  while  on  the  one  hand  no  special  recom- 
mendation is  made  with  regard  to  any  of  the  books  included,  yet 
on  the  other  there  will  be,  no  doubt,  a  number  of  omissions  to  be 
found.  With  regard  to  the  latter  we  should  be  very  glad  to  be 
informed  of  other  works  which  it  is  thought  might  be  included, 
and  also  to  receive  new  books  as  they  are  published.  New  books, 
if  considered  of  sufficient  general  interest,  will  be  reviewed  in 
''Co-operation  in  Agriculture,"  the  Journal  of  the  A.O.S. 

The  works  marked  with  an  asterisk  may  be  more  especially 
useful  to  those  who  wish  to  consult  under  the  different  headings 
one  or  two  books  which  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the  subject. 

Many  of  the  works  in  the  different  Sections  contain  references 
to  the  social  aspect  of  Co-operation  which  may  be  interesting  to 
those  who  reside  in  country  districts. 

1.  Agricultural  Co-operation. 

The  Organisation  of  Agriculture.     By  Edwin  A.   Pratt.  (John 

Murray).    Price  is. 
The    Transition  in  Agi'iculture.      By    Edwin  A.   Pratt.  (John 

Murray).    Price  is. 
*  Agricultural  Organization.     By  Edwin  A.  Pratt.     (P.  S.  King 

&  Son).     Price  3s.  6d.  and  is. 
Tradersy    Farmers   and  Agricultural    Organization  (pamphlet). 

By  Edwin  A.  Pratt.    (P.  S.  King  &  Son).    Price  3d. 
^Co-operation  in  Agriculture.    By  H.   W.   Wolff.    (P.  S.  King- 

&  Son).    Price  6s. 
The  Rural  Life  Problem  of  the  United  States.     By  Rt.  Hon.  Sir 

Horace  Plunkett.    (Macmillan  &  Co.).    Price  5s. 
Plain  Talks  to  Irish  Farmers  (pamphlet).     By  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Horace 

Plunkett.    (Eason  &  Son,  Dublin).    Price  id. 
State  Aid  and  Self  Help  in  Agricultural  Development 

By  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Horace  Plunkett.      (Joint  Board  for  Agri- 
cultural Organization).     Price  3d. 
United  Irishwomen.     By  Rt.    Hon.   Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  Ellice 

Pilkington  and  George  Russell  ("  .-E         (Maunsell  &  Co., 

Dublin).     Price  6d.) 
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Ireland  i)i  the  New  Century.  By  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Horace  Plunkett. 
(John  Murray).    Price  is. 

The  Building  up  of  a  Rural  Civilisation.  By  G.  W.  Russell 
("  ^").     (Sealy,  Bryers  &  Walker,  Dub. in).    Price  id. 

Co-operation  and  Nationality.  By  G.  W.  Russell.  (Maunsel  & 
Co.,  Dublin).    Price  is. 

Co-operative  Farming  (pamphlet).  By  W.  Bulstrode.  (P.  S.  King- 
&  Son).    Price  3d. 

V^otes  on  Agricultm'al  Co-operation  in  the  Netherlands  (pamphlet). 
By  Adams  and  Fant.  (Irish  Agricultural  Organization  So- 
ciety).   Price  3d. 

Labour  upon  the  Land  {Co-operative).  By  J.  A.  Hobson.  (Suan 
Sonnenschein).    Price  2s.  6d. 

Agricultural  Co-operation.  By  G.  Radford,  M.A.  (P.  S.  King 
&  Son).    Price  is. 

Agricultural  Co-operation  and  its  relation  to  Co-operative  Distribu- 
tive Societies  (pamphlet).  By  J.  Nugent  Harris.  (The 
Agricultural  Organization  Society). 

A  Suggestive  Solution  of  the  Rural  Problem  (pamphlet).  By  Rt. 
Hon.  Sir  Horace  Plunkett.    ('*  Irish  Homestead  "). 

The  Rural  Community  (pamphlet).  By  G,  W.  Russell  (''^"). 
(Irish  Agricultural  Organization  Society). 

Bulletins  of  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  [Rome). 

The  Land  and  the  Labourer.  By  Hugh  Aronson,  (Andrew  Mel- 
rose, Ltd.).    Price  3s.  6d. 

Agricultural  (Jrganisation  in  European  Countries.  By  Raymond 
A.  Pearson.  (Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  State  of  New 
York).     December,  1914. 

Special  Report  of  the  New  York  State  Delegates  on  the  American 
Commission  for  the  Study  of  Agricultural  Co-operation  in 
Europe.  Compiled  by  F.  H.  Alien  and  C.  C.  Mitchell  (De- 
partment of  Agriculture  of  the  State  of  New  York). 

History  of  the  Ralahine  Experiment.  (Co-operative  Union).  6d. 
post  free. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Irish,  Scottish  and  English  Agri- 
cultural Organization  Societies,  copies  of  which  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  respective  societies. 

2.   Industrial  Co-operation. 

"^Industrial  Co-operation.  Edited  by  Catherine  Webb.  (Co- 
operative Union,  Ltd.).    Price  2s.  lod.  post  free. 

History  of  Co-operation.  By  G.  Holyoake.  (Co-operative  Union). 
Price  6s.  6d.  post  free. 

Working  Men  Co-operators.    (Co-operative  Union).    Price  gd. 

Our  Story.    (Co-operative  Union).    Price  id. 
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Co-operation  (Peoples'  Series).  By  Joseph  Clayton.  (T.  C.  &  E. 
C.  Jack).    Price  6d. 

Co-Opei'ative  hidustry     By  Ernest  Aves.    (Methuen).    Price  5s. 

Co-operation  at  Home  and  Abroad.  By  C.  R.  Fay,  M.A.,  D.Sc. 
(P.  S.  King-  &  Son).     Price  los.  6d. 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Aiimial.  (Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society).    Price  2s.  6d. 

Co- ope7'a tors'  Year  Book.     (Co-partnership  Publishers).     Price  4d. 

A  Study  in  Democracy.  By  Edward  Jackson.  (Bristol  Co- 
operative Society).     Price  2s. 

The  Co-operative  Secretary.  By  Alfred  Wood,  F.C.A.  (Co-opera- 
tive Union).    Price  7s.  iid.  post  free. 

Co-operative  Managers'  Text  Book.  Edited  by  R.  J.  Wilson. 
(Co-operative  Union).    5s.  5d.  post  free. 

History  of  the  Rochdale  Pioneers.  By  G.  J.  Holyoake.  Co- 
operative Union).     2s.  3d.  post  free. 

Co-operative  Production.  By  B.  Jones.  (Co-operative  Union). 
4s.  4d.  post  free. 

Reports  of  the  Co-operative  Congress.  (Co-operative  Union). 
2s.  I  id.  post  free. 

Bulletins  of  the  International  Co-operative  Congress.  (Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance). 

Reports  of  Intermitional  Co-operative  Conferences. 

Co-operation  for  All.  By  Percy  Redfern.  (Co-operative  Union). 
Price  3d. 

Year  Book  of  International  Co-operation.  (The  International  Co- 
operative Alliance,  146,  St.  Stephen's  House,  Westminster, 
S.W.) 

A  Manual  for  Co-operators.  Edited  by  Thos.  Hughes  and  E.  V. 
Neale.    (Co-operative  Union). 

3.  Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit. 

^People's  Banks.  By  H.  W\  Wolff.  (P.  S.  King  &  Son). 
Price  6s. 

Co-operative  Banking  :  Its  Principles  and  Practice.     With  chapter 

on  "Co-operative  Mortgage  Credit."    By  H.  W.  Wolff  (P. 

S.  King  &  Son).     Price  7s.  6d. 
A  Co-operative  Credit  Handbook.    By  H.  W.  Wolff.    (P.  S.  King 

&  Son).    Price  is. 
Village  Banks.    How  to  start  and  work  them.     What  the  Rich  may 

do  to  help  them.    By  H.  W.  Wolff.    (P.  S.  King  cS^  Son). 

Price  6d. 

Co-operative  Cj-edit  Banks.  By  H.  W.  Wolff.  (P.  S.  King  & 
Son).    Price  6d. 

People's  Co-operative  Banks.  By  H.  C.  Devine.  (Cassell). 
Price  IS. 
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Report  071  Agricultural  Credit  and  Agricultural  Co-operation  in 
Gerinany.  Cd.  6626.  By  J.  R.  Cahill.  (Wyman  &  Sons). 
Price  5s. 

Agricultural  Credit  Societies  and  Joint  Stock  Banks  (pamphlet). 
Reprinted  from  Journal  of  Board  of  Agriculture.  February, 
1913- 

The  Co-operative  People's  Banks.  By  Alphonse  Desjardins 
(Division  of  Remedial  Loans),  Russell  Sage  Foundation, 
130,  East  22nd  Street,  New  York  City.    Price  15  cents. 

A  National  Agricultural  Policy :  The  Finance  of  Occupying  Owner- 
ship and  Co-operative  Credit.  By.  J.  H.  Clifford  Johnston. 
.(P.  S.  King  &  Son).    Price  6d.  net. 


4.   Urban  Co-operative  Credit. 

People's  Co-operative  Banks.  By  H.  C.  Devine.  (Cassell). 
Price  IS. 

Note. — Some  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Wolff's  Works  on  Co-operative 
Banking  and  Credit  (see  Section  2)  deal  with  Urban  as  well 
as  Agricultural  Banks. 


5.  Books  which  deal  with  Agricultural  Problems  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
but  in  which  interesting  and  useful  references  to  Agricultural 
Co-operation  will  be  found. 

Rural  England  (2  vols.).     By  Sir  H.  Rider  Haggard.  (Longmans, 

Green).     Price  12s.  net. 
British  Rural  Life  and  Labour.     By  Francis  G.  Heath.    (P.  S. 

King  &  Son).     Price  los.  6d. 
The  Awakening  of  England.     By  F.  E.  Green.    (Nelson).    Price  2s. 
i^^^/z^^?/ .4 z'fl?  (Revised  Edition).    Prince  Kropotkin.  (Heinemann). 

Price  3s.  6d. 

Fields.,  Factories  and  Workshops.  Prince  Kropotkin.  (Nelson). 
Price  IS. 

Rural  Denmark  and  its  Lesson.  By  Sir  H.  Rider  Haggard. 
(Longmans,  Green).    Price  3s.  6d. 

Revival  of  English  Agriculture.  By  P.  Anderson  Graham. 
(Jarrold  &  Son).    Price  3s.  6d. 

Land  Settlement  for  Soldiers.  By  Colonel  H.  Pilkington,  C.B. 
(William  Clowes  &  Son).     Price  2s. 

Large  and  Small  Holdings.  By  Hermann  Levy,  Ph.  D.  Cam- 
bridge University  Press).     Price  los.  6d. 

A  Free  Farmer  in  a  Free  State  [Holland).  By  J.  W.  Robertson  Scott 
C  Home  Counties  ").     (Heinemann).     Price  6s. 


Co-operation  m  Ne%v  England.  By  Ford.  (Survey  Association, 
Ltd. ). 

(^o-operaiion  among  Farmers  (U.S.A.).     By  Coulter.     Sturgis  & 

Walton,  New  York). 
Chapters  in  Rural  Progress.     By  Dr.  K.  Butterfield.  (University 

of  Chicago  Press). 
The  Retnrn  to  the  Land.     By  Jules  Meline.     (Chapman  &  Hall). 

Price  6s. 

The  Country  Church.     Bv  C.  O.  Gill  and  Gifford  Pinchot.  (Mac 

Millan  Co.,  New  York). 
The  Occupying  Oimiership  of  Land.     By  Bevil  Tollemache.  (John 

Murray). 

The  Lncarnation  and  Common  Life.     By  the   Rev.   Brooke  Foss 

Westcott,  late  Bishop  of  Durham.    (MacMillan  &  Co.) 
Christian  Aspects  of  Life.     By  the  Rev.  Brooke  Foss  Westcott, 

late  Bishop  of  Durham.     (MacMillan  &  Co.) 
Fifty  Years  of  Agricultural  Politics.    A   History  of  the  Central 

Chamber  of  Agriculture,  1866-1915.     By  A.  H.  H.  Matthews. 

(P.  S.  King  &  Son).     Price  7s.  6d. 
An  Agricultural  Faggot.     By  N.  H.  New.     (P.  S.  King  &  Son). 

6.   Small  Holdings  and  Allotments. 

Smalt  Holdings.     By  Mrs.   Roland  Wilkins  (Miss  Jebb).  (Mac- 

millan).     Price  los.  6d. 
Rural  Development  and  Small  Holdings.     Report  of  Conference  of 

Small  Holdings  Section  at  Festival  of  Empire.    Price  2s. 
Small  Holders;    What  they  must  do  to  succeed.     By  Edwin  A. 

Pratt.     (P.  S.  King  &  Son).    Price  is. 
What  County  Councils  can  do  for  the  people.    By  Alderman  W. 

Thompson.    (P.  S.  King  and  Son).    Price  6d. 
Co-operation  in  the   Tenure  of  Small  Holdings  (pamphlet).  By 

xMrs.  Roland  Wilkins  (Miss  Jebb).     (Agricultural  Organization 

Society).     Price  2d. 
The    Practical   Side  of  Small   Holdings.     By   Professor  Long. 

(Collins).     Price  is. 
The  Small  Holders'  Year  Book.     (C.  Arthur  Pearson).    Price  is. 
Lloyds    Farm  and  Allotment  Handbook.      (United  Newspapers, 

Ltd.).    Price  id. 

Board  of  Agriculture  Departmental  Committee  Repoi't  on  Buildings 
for  Small  Holdifigs  in  England  and  Urates.  With  Plans  and 
Specifications.    (Cd.  6708).    Wyman  &  Sons.    Price  is.  6d. 

Danish  Small  Holdings.  By  Lisber.  (Norman  &  Sawyer,  Chelten- 
ham).   Price  6d. 

Reports  of  the  Land  Division  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  (Published  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  4,  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W.) 
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7.  Co-partnership. 

(a)  Housing. 

Cottages  for  Rural  Labourers.  By  Rural  Housing  Association. 
(P.  S.  Kin£^  &  Son).     Price  4d. 

Garden  Suburbs  Villages  and  Homes.  By  Co-partnership  Pub- 
lishers, Ltd.     Price  6d,  net. 

Co-partnership  Housing.  By  Co-partnership  Publishers,  Ltd. 
Price  3d.  net. 

Reports  of  Rural  Co-partnership  Housing  and  Land  Council.,  4, 

Tavistock  Square,  W.C. 
And  various  pamphlets  published  by  Co-partnership  Publishers, 

Ltd.,  73.  Southampton  Row,  W.C. 

{b)  General  Application  of  the  Co-partnership  Principle. 

Co- Partnership  in  Lndustry  By  C.  R.  Fay,  M.A.,  D.Sc.  (Cam- 
bridge University  Press).    Price  is. 

Board  of  Trade  Report  on  Profit  Sharing  and  Co-partnership. 
Cd.  6496.     (Wyman  &  Sons).     Price  yd. 

Labour  Co-p(irt}iership.  By  the  late  H.  D.  Lloyd.  (Co-partner- 
ship Publishers.)    Price  2s.  6d.  nett. 

Twenty-eight  Veai'S  of  Co-partnership  at  Guise.  Translated  by 
Aneurin  Williams,  M.A.  (Co-partnership  Publishers).  Price 
IS.  nett. 

Co-partnersliip  in  Lndustry.       By    Dr.    C.    Carpenter,  M.LC.E. 

(C  opartnership  Publishers).     Price  6d.  net. 
Capital  and  L^abour.    A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  "  Maison  Leclnire." 

By  Miss  M.  H.   Hart.     (Co-partnership  Publishers).  Price 

3d.  net. 

Profit  Sharing  behveen  Employer  and  Employee.  By  N.  P.  Oilman. 
(Macmillan).     Price  7s.  6d. 

Various  pamplets  of  the  Labour  Co-partnership  Association, 
6,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C,  and  the  Co-partnership  Pub- 
lishers, Ltd.,  73,  Southampton  Row,  W,C. 

8.  General. 

First  Notions  on  Social  Service  {^2i\T\}^\\\^\).     By  Mrs.  Philip  Gibbs. 

(P.  S.  King  &  Son).  6d. 
Fellowship  in    Work  (pamphlet).    By  A.    L.   Pogosky.     (C.  W. 

Daniel).  6d. 

Land  and  Labour — Lessons  from  Belgiwn.     By  B.  S.  Rowntree. 

(Macmillan).     Price  5s. 
How  to  Co-operate.     By  Meyrick.     (Orange  Judd,  New  York). 
The  Spirit  of  Association.    By  S.  Robinson.     (Murray).  6s. 
Co-operalion  and  the    Great    War.      By    G.    R.    Carter,  M.A. 

(Agricultural  Organization  Society).    Price  3d. 
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9.   Journals,  etc.,  that  deal  in  whole  or  in  part  with  Co-operation. 

(a)  Agriculture. 

77?^  Irish  Homestead..  The  Org-an  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Move- 
ment. Published  at  34,  Lower  Abbey  Street,  Dublin,  and  at 
King's  Chambers,  Portugal  Street,  Kingsway,  London,  W.C. 
Price  id.  weekly. 

Co-operation  in  Agriculture.  The  Journal  of  the  A.O.S.  Pub- 
lished by  the  A.O.S.,  Queen  Anne's  Chambers,  Tothill  Street, 
Westminster.  Price  id.  monthly.  Annual  Subscription 
2s.  post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  a7id  Fishei'ies.  Published 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  4,  Whitehall 
Place,  S.W.     Price  4d.  monthly. 

The  Agriculliiral  Economist.  Published  by  the  Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  Associatior,  92,  Long  Acre,  London,  W.C. 
Price  6d.  Monthly. 

The  Smallholder  and  Smallowner.  Published  by  Messrs.  Pearson, 
16-18,  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.  Price  id. 
weekly. 

(b)  INDUSTRIAL. 

The    Co-operative    Ne7vs.      A  Journal    of   Associated  Industry. 

Printed    and    Published    by    the    Co-operative  Newspaper 

Society,  Ltd.,  Co-operative  News  Buildings,  Long  Miligate, 

Manchester.    Price  id.  weekly. 
The  Wheatsheaf.    A  Monthly  Co-operative  Record  and  Magazine. 

Printed   by   the   Co-operative   Wholesale    Society,  Balloon 

Street,  Manchester. 
The  Miligate  Monthly.     Printed  and  Published  by  the  Co-operative 

Newspaper  Society,  Ltd.,  Long  Miligate,  Manchester.  Price 

3d.  monthly. 

Our  Circle.  A  paper  devoted  to  Young  People.  Printed  and 
Published  by  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society,  Ltd. 
Price  id.  monthly. 

(f)  Co-partnership. 

Co-partnership.  The  Organ  of  the  Labour  Co-partnership  Associa- 
tion. Published  at  73,  Southampton  Row,  London,  W.C. 
Price  id.  monthly.. 

Profit  Sharing  and  Co  partnership.  Published  at  73,  Southampton 
Row,  London,  W.C.     Price  per  year,  post  free,  2s. 
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APPENDIX  J. 

LEAFLETS    ON  AGRICULTURAL 
CO-OPERATION. 

The  following-  Leaflets  on  various  branches  of  Agricultural  Co- 
operation have  been  issued  by,  and  may  be  obtained  from  :  The 
Agricultural  Org-anization  Society,  Queen  Ann^s  Chambers, 
Tothill  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  ' 

Wool  Organization. 

No. 

45.  "  Co-operative  Wool  Societies:     How  They  Can  Be  Worked." 

46.  "  Wool  Organization  :  The  Advantages  it  Offers  to  Farmers." 

47.  "  Wool  Organization  :    Suggested  Bye-laws." 
62.  ''The  Sale  of  Wool. 


Small  Holdings  and  Allotments. 

51.  "Railway  Consignments:    Matters  of  Importance  to  Small 

Holders." 

52.  "Marketing  Problems  :   Important  to  Small  Holders." 
57.  "  The  Roxton  Small  Holdings  Society." 

63.  "  Co-operation  for  Sniall  Holders." 

64.  "  Co-operative  Land  Renting  Societies." 

65.  "  Common  Pasturage  for  Small  Holders." 

66.  "  Co-operative  Allotment  Associations  :  Advantages  of  forming 

such  Associations." 

67.  "  Co-operative  Allotment  Associations  :   How  They  Can  Be 

Formed  and  Worked." 


Eggs  and  Poultry. 

46^"  A  Highly  Successful  Egg  Collecting  Society." 

59.  "  Why  to  Start  an  Egg  and  Poultry  Society." 

60.  "  How  to  Start  an  Egg  and  Poultry  Society." 

69.  "  The  Need  of  Organization  of  the  Poultry  Industry." 

70.  "  The  Importance  of  the  Poultry  Industry  to  Agriculturists. 

71.  "A  Successful  Small  Egg  Depot." 
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Co-operative  Credit. 

No. 

1 8.      Agricultural  Co-operative  Credit  Societies." 


Dairy  Organization. 

49.  "The  Org-anization  of  the  Dairying  Industry." 


Fruit  and  Marliet  Garden  Produce. 

48.      Fruit    and    Market    Garden    Produce  :    The   Problem  of 
Marketing." 

50.  "  To  Growers  of  Fruit  and  Market  Garden  Produce." 

53.  "  The  Advantages  of  Co-operation  among  Fruit  Growers." 


The  Pig  Industry. 

31.  "Co-operation  in  the  Pig  Industry." 


Miscellaneous. 

1,  "  What  is  the  difference  between  a  Co-operative  Society  and  a 

Joint  Stock  Company  ?  " 

2.  "  What  is  a  Co-operative  Agricultural  Trading  Society?" 
13.  "  The  Agricultural  Organization  Society"  (pink  leaflet). 
28.  "  Advantages  of  Registration." 

55.  "  The  Farmers'  Central  Trading  Board." 

56.  "The  A.O.S.  and  the  War." 
68.  "Co-operative  Basket  Making." 
73.  "  Women's  Institutes  of  Canada." 

"  The  Reflections  of  a  Country  Parson  on  Co-operation  and  the 
Country  Parish." 

Reprints  from  "  Co-operation  in  Agriculture." 

2.  "  The  Work  of  Organization." 

6.  "  Consolidating  the  Movement." 

12.  "  Rural  Education  :  School  Gardens  and  Co-operation."  By 

Rev.  H.  Rollo  Meyer,  M.A. 

13.  "  The  Brightening  of  Rural  Life." 

14.  "  Co-operative  Work  in  the  Winter." 

18.  "  School  Gardens  :  The  late  Mr.  T.  G.  Rooper's  System." 

ig.  "The  Telephone  in  Rural  Districts." 
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No. 

26.  "  Co-operation  as  Promoted  by  the  A.O.S. 
29.  "A  Co-operative  Land  Society." 

32.  *'  Calculation  of  Interest  upon  Loans  and  Deposits  for  the  use 

of  Secretaries  of  Credit  Societies. 
41.  "  The  Org-anization  of  Motor  Transport  for  the  Collection  and 

Delivery  of  Dairy  Produce." 
45.  "How  can  a  Landowner  assist  Agricultural  Co-operation?" 

By  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  K.P.,  K.C.V.O. 

Model  Rules. 

For  the  use  of  Agricultural  Trading  Societies. 
For  the  use  of  Small  Holdings  Societies. 
For  the  use  of  Agricultural  Credit  Societies. 
For  the  use  of  Dairy  Societies. 
For  the  use  of  Development  Societies. 


KEEP  YOUR  SEED  TRADE  WITHIN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENT. 


Eastern  Counties'  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Association,  Ltd. 

86  PRINCES  STREET,  MARKET  ROAD,  &  FRIARS  BRIDGE  ROAD 

IPSWICH. 

SEED  SPECIALISTS. 

Grass  and  Clover  Seeds  of  the  FINEST  QUALITY  obtainable,  specially 
Cleaned  by  Patent  Machinery  under  an  Experienced  and 
Expert  Staff. 


A  FIELD  OF  OUR  EARLY  DRUMHEAD  CABBAGES. 


HIGHEST  CLASS  SEEDS  at  REASONABLE  PRICES. 

Special  Terms  for  Co-operative  Societies  in  either  bulk  or  retail  quantities. 


All  Seeds  supplied  are  specially  tested  for  Purity  and  Gcruiiuation. 
Every  package  specially  sealed  "  Fanners 
EXPORTATION   OF   FARM   SEEDS   A  FEATURE. 

I  lO 


ESTABLISHED  OVER  THREE-QUARTERS  OF  A  CENTURY. 

THOMAS  VIGKERS  &  SONS,  Ltd., 

Manufacturers  of  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

SUPERPHOSPHATES  (all  grades) 
BONE  COMPOUNDS 
PURE  DISSOLVED  BONES 
And  other  Fertilisers. 

Prices  on  Application  to  Agents,  or  to  Head  Office  : 

MILES  PLATTING,  MANCHESTER 

WORKS: 

MANCHESTER,  WIDNES,  and  5ANDBACH. 


CO-OPERATION 

=  IN  = 

AGRICULTURE 

AIV  ILLUSTRATED  JOURNAL  of  the    -    -  - 
AGRICULTURAL  ORGANIZATION  SOCIETY 
PUBLISHED  MONTHLY. 

PRICE   Id,  POST   FREE  2d, 

Annual  Subscription,  2s,  post  free,  payable  in  advance. 

QUEEN  ANNE'S  CHAMBERS,  TOTHILL  STREET,  WESTMINSTER, 

LONDON,  S.W. 


Ill 


HILL'S 

PLAIN 
SURFACE 
MARKING 

BANDS 

DO  NOT 
COLLECT 
DIRT. 


CANNOT  INJURE  BIRD'S  LEGS. 
ALWAYS  BRIGHT  AND  CLEAN 

MADE   IN  ENGLAND. 

BEST    QUALITY  SPRING  MATERIAL. 
REALLY  SELF-CLOSING. 

Sample  packet  of  3  sizes  and  10  distinct 
colours,  post  free  6d 


HILL'S  RUBBER  CO.,  LTD. 

(P.O.  DEPT  ), 

52  Market  Place,  READING. 

Wholesale  and  Retail. 


DON'T  WORRY  ABOUT  IMITATIONS 


USE  .\ 

COOPERS 
DIP  I 


THE  ORIGINAL 

«N  D 

BEST  OF  ALL 


OF    AGENTS  EVERYWHERE 


THE  AVON  MANURE  CO.,  LTD. 

BRISTOL. 


Manufacturers  of 


SPECIAL  MANURES 


for  all  cnopsi 


SOPERPHOSPHATES,  BONE  MANURES. 
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Agricultural  Organization  Society. 


No.  A  

For  office  use  only. 


Application  for  Membership  by  an  Individual  Subscriber. 


To  THE  Governors, 

I  hereby  make  application  to  be  registered  as  a  Member  of  the  Agricultural  Organization 
Society,  and,  if  approved,  I  agree  to  pay  until  further  notice,  an  annual  subscription  of 
£  :  :  the  first  payment  of  which  I  enclose  herewith  in  accordance 

with  the  regulations  of  the  Society. 

Signature    ;  

Full  Name  and  Title  (if  any)_     

For  Registratioo  purposes. 

Postal  Address  .  ,  

County  

Description  or  Occupation    

Dated  this  day  of  191 

Note  :  (ti)  The  annual  membership  subscription  of  an  individual  subscriber  shall  in  no 
case  be  less  than  one  pound  (Article  6(1)). 
(d)  Renewal  of  the  subscription  of  membership  is  due  and  payable  in  advance  on 
each  I  St  April  following  the  date  of  admittance  to  membership. 

(c)  This  application  is  invalid  unless  accompanied  by  remittance,  which  will  be 
returned  in  the  event  of  membership  not  being  granted. 


ESTABLISHED    182  1 


MORRIS  &  GRIFFIN, 

NEWPORT.  MON. 


Manufacturers  of 


GENUINE  FERTILISERS 
SUPERPHOSPHATES  of  all  grades 
PURE   DISSOLVED   BONES  and 

BONE  COMPOUNDS 
PURE  STEAMED  BONE  MEAL 

63%  Phosphates,  ^%  Ammonia) 

PURE  ENGLISH  RAW  BONE  MEAL 


Telephone  1476  East. 

Sffi  STEPNEY  PRESS, 

Generd^l  Printers, 

Supply   mit— 

PROSPECTUSES,        BALANCE  SHEETS, 
SEALS,  RULES, 
APPLICATION  FORMS,  STATIONERY, 

AND 

ACCOUNT  BOOKS  FOR 


CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES 

(Specially  Prepared  for  the  A. O  S.). 


43  White  Horse  Lane,  Stepney, 


The  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society^  Limited^ 

Formed  in  1863  by  the  uniting  of  local  Co-operative 
Societies  to  obtain  Wholesale  Supplies  under  Co-opera- 
tive Control. 

The  Federation 


Now  includes  1,193  Societies,  representing  2,336,460 
individual  Members. 

Offices^  Salerooms  and  Warehouses 

At  MANCHESTER^  NEWCASTLE,  LONDON, 
Bristol,  Cardiff,  Liverpool,  Northampton,  and  at 
Longton  (for  Crockery  only). 

Salerooms 


At  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Nottingham,  Blackburn  and 
Birmingham. 

Purchasing  and  Forwarding  Depots 

In  Ireland,  on  the  Continent,  in  Africa,  America,  and 
Australia. 

The  B«siness  Includes-- 


Wholesale  dealing  01  all  kinds,  Banking,  Flour  Mill- 
ing (Largest  Millers  in  U.K.),  Tea  Growling  and 
Blending,  Fruit  Growing,  Butter  Making,  Bacon 
Curing,  Shipping,  Packing  of  Groceries  and  Drugs, 
Printing,  Tanning  and  Fellmongering,  the  making  of 
Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  Biscuits,  Cakes,  Sweets,  Pre- 
serves, Jellies,  Candied  Peels,  Pickles  and  Vinegar 
Brewing,  Soap,  Candles,  Glycerine,  Starch,  Lard, 
Boots  and  Shoes,  Saddlery,  Cloth  and  Clothing, 
Silesias,  Lining  and  Cotton  Cloths,  Mantles,  Millinery, 
Shirts,  Shirtings,  Corsets,  Underclothing,  Hosiery, 
Flannels,  Tobacco,  Cigars,  Cigarettes,  Snuff,  Furniture, 
Brushes,  Bedsteads,  Fire  Irons,  Ironmongery,  Tinware, 
Paints  and  Varnishes,  etc.,  etc. 

EMPLOYING  OVER   25,000  WORKERS. 

Annual  Sales  nearly  ^35,000,000. 

Annual  Dividend  to  Societies  ^652,818. 

Head  Office;  1,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


3  0112  059497492 


